
MINUTES – CONCESSION TASK FORCE MEETING – October 6, 2005 
  
 
 
Members: Commission Vice-President Christina Sanchez-Camino 
 
Staff:    Robert Jensen, Executive Officer 
  James Ward, Golf Manager 
  Linda Barth, Administrative Resources Manager 
  Regina Adams, Chief Management Analyst 
  Mark Brown, Sr. Assistant City Attorney 
 
I. New Business 
 
 A.  Los Angeles Equestrian Center and Griffith Park Merry-Go-Round Concession Improvement  
Account Expenditure Request  
 
The City is responsible for the maintenance of the sewer system at the L.A.E.C.  The Board approved 
an allocation about nine months ago to replace the sewer pumps.  For the next meeting, a request to 
spend approximately $20,000 in Concession Improvement Account funds will be presented to replace 
the lids and rails for the sewer vault.  City contractors have already provided bids on the project.  There 
is presently about $380,000 in the CIA account.   
 
The landmark Griffith Park Merry-Go-Round is housed in a City owned building.  The Merry-Go-Round 
itself is owned by the operators.  The roof has been leaking and is in need of replacement. On the next 
Board agenda, a request will be made for up to $40,000 in Concession Improvement Account funds to 
remove and replace the existing roof and perform any attendant lead abatement and gutter work.  No 
down time is anticipated during construction.  The project should be completed by the end of the year.  
The work will be done by City contractors.   
 
B.  Eatz Café/ Roosevelt Golf Course Café  
 
On today’s Board agenda, staff has recommended award for the combined Los Feliz-Roosevelt Golf 
Food Concessions.  The interview panel and staff felt that the proposals ranked second and third did 
not have the experience to add two restaurants to their current operations.  Yuca’s, the proposal that 
was ranked second, is a successful local business who was encouraged to apply for future RFP’s. The 
candidate ranked third was a recently cobbled together company whose spokesperson is a lobbyist.  
The spokesperson expressed  displeasure with some items in the Board Report that related to his 
client.  
 
The outside panel that interviewed the proposers was similar in make-up as the Encino-Balboa Golf 
panel.  They were individuals having outside experience with public venues, restaurants or concession 
contracts.  Staff compiled the panel’s comments and proposer rankings with staff’s own background 
research into the candidates.  
 
 
 
II. Old Business 
 
 A.  Griffith Park Pony Rides 
 
The Department received proposals from two bidders on September 13, 2005.  Both proposers seem 
viable and compliant with the proposal requirements.  Staff is preparing for interviews and is securing a 
panel.  The L.A.E.C. has been requested to recommend potential panel members.  Representatives 
from L.A. County Animal Regulation and L.A. County Regional Parks will probably be enlisted to join 
the panel.  
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The recommendation for award may come before the Board in November or December.  It appears 
that both proposers anticipate doing considerable work on the concession premises.   
 
 B.  Sherman Oaks Castle Park 
 
The Board approved the release of three RFPs for the Castle Park during the summer.  The City 
Attorney has reviewed and approved the form of the RFPs. The ad to announce their release will go 
out on the weekend of October 8.  December 6, 2005 is the deadline for the submittals.  A proposal 
conference is being set up.   
 
 C.  Griffith Observatory  
 
The awarded bookstore and food concession contracts for the Observatory, Event Network and 
Wolfgang Puck, respectively, are under CAO review and will need to go before full Council for approval.  
 
The opening of the Observatory has been delayed to mid 2006.  This has not greatly impacted the 
concessions, as design work is proceeding and there has been much to negotiate with Puck’s 
operation as they are entering their first government contract. The City Attorney has been working with 
staff to arrive at contract language agreement.   
 
The RFP for the third concession at the Observatory, the telescopes, is scheduled for the next meeting.  
The contract will provide about twenty telescopes and cover a ten year period, with a five year 
extension.  Installation will not require a large construction effort.  
 
 
III.  Public Comment 
 
The Golf Manager stated that the Golf Advisory Committee was interested in the status of the Encino-
Balboa Golf Pro and Food Concession Contracts.  It was stated that they are presently being reviewed 
by the Mayor’s Office.  
 
IV. Next Meeting – November 2, 2005, 8:30 a.m., Garland Building, 1200 West Seventh Street, Los 
Angeles, CA 90017 
 
V. Meeting adjourned without a quorum having been achieved.  
 
 


