
 

MINUTES – CONCESSION TASK FORCE MEETING – July 12, 2006 
  
 
Members: Commissioner Candy Spelling    
   
Staff:    Robert Jensen, Executive Officer 
  Jim Combs, Assistant General Manager 
  Faith Mok, Finance Director 
  James Ward, Golf Manager 
  Linda Barth, Administrative Resources Director 
  Mark Brown, Sr. Assistant City Attorney 
  Michael Honan, Concessions Manager 
  Michael Cole, Observatory Analyst 
  Soc Yumul, Concession Analyst Intern 
 
I. Old Business 
 
The RFP for the Sepulveda Golf Professional Concession has been slightly delayed. There is 
continued debate among members of the Golf Advisory Committee, and they have asked for more 
time. There are several subcommittee and full Committee meetings expected within the next few 
weeks to continue discussion of the RFP. Staff is hopeful that the Golf Advisory Committee will release 
their final draft at that time. 
 
Staff is targeting the August meeting to submit the RFP to the Board. Once reviewed by the City 
Attorney’s office, the RFP will be released in September. Proposals are expected back in November. 
The revised timeline should still result in an award recommendation by the first of the year. 
 
Concessions staff has been attending all Golf Advisory Committee and subcommittee meetings, and 
has been continuously monitoring and integrating the committee’s recommendations into the RFP. A 
formal report will be part of the Board package by the Golf Advisory Committee. 
 
 
II. New Business 
 
 A.  Hansen Dam Equestrian Center 
 
The Hansen Dam Equestrian Center is under a very long term contract that expires in 2028. The 
current concessionaire, Eddie Milligan, has been looking to sell his ownership and have the 
Department assign the contract to another operator. Mr. Milligan has been trying to find a new operator 
for the past three or four years. 
 
There is finally a serious potential buyer who has proceeded through several steps of the process. The 
process is not simply a transfer of contract, where the Department can assign the contract, or the 
concessionaire can sell the property. The decision must be agreed upon by all sides. Once agreement 
has been reached, the contract will be amended, and assigned to the new operator. 
 
The potential buyer owns other stables in the Lake View Terrace/Hansen Dam area, and is known by 
the community. So far, the community and the local Council Offices seem happy about his decision to 
take over the Equestrian Center. He also has the financial wherewithal to be successful. 
 
In addition, there have been initial meetings with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to discuss the 
decision. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers owns the land and must also be part of the decision 
making and approval process.  
 
An assignment recommendation report is still several months away.  
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 B.  Hansen Dam Special Event 
 
The current Hansen Dam Equestrian Center contract allows non-equestrian related events at the 
facility, but only with the permission of the Board. The Equestrian Center would like to host a Latin 
Music Festival. This special event is similar to last year’s Music Festival; however, last year’s Festival 
had an equestrian component and therefore did not require the Board’s permission. 
 
Last year’s Festival was not well-planned and had lots of problems with parking, traffic, residential 
disruption, and noise. In an effort to prevent, address, and mitigate these problems, the event 
promoters have been working closely with the Department of Transportation, the Police Department, 
the Fire Department, and local Council Offices.  
 
Overall, these agencies are in favor of the event—which was successful and attracted thousands of 
people—as long as the promoters are more careful about addressing the aforementioned problems. 
 
Staff is recommending a conditioned permission, where the promoters must pay for all the additional 
City preparation and extra DOT and LAFD staffing, and must submit a receipt of payment before 
permission is granted. 
 

C.  Schedule of Awards and RFPs for August 9, 2006 Meeting 
 
All three Sherman Oaks Castle Park concessions—the Arcade, the Batting Cages, and Foodservice—
and the Westwood Tennis concession awards will be presented at the August meeting. 
 
Furthermore, the RFP for the Golf Carts will also be submitted at the August meeting. As discussed in 
the June meeting, the Golf Division was prepared to move ahead with self-operation, but decided to 
release an RFP in order to ensure that the Golf Division’s proposal is comparable and competitive with 
the industry. 
 
 
III.  Public Comment 
 
No public comment made. 
 
 
IV. Next Meeting  
 
Wednesday, August 9, 2006, at 4:30 p.m., Operations West – Valley Plaza Recreation Center, 12240 
Archwood Street, North Hollywood, CA 91605. 
 
 
V. Adjournment  
 
 


