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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

That the Board: 

1. Rescind the conceptual approval of the 'River Dogs' project granted in Board Report 
No. 10-058 due to the applicant withdrawing that application; and 

2. Grant conceptual approval for the installation of one sculpture with plaque at Arroyo 
Seco Park - Hermon Park. 

SUMMARY: 

Hermon Park is a sub-area of the larger Arroyo Seco Park. The dog park at Hermon Park is a 
valued community asset. The Friends of Hermon Dog Park, a local support group for this park 
area, was successhl in obtaining a Public Works Community Beautification $10,000 Grant from 
the City of Los Angeles for the installation of a public art project. 

On March 3, 2010, the Commission granted a conceptual approval for the "River Dogs" project 
which was proposed for this beautification grant (Board Report No. 10-058). However, due to a 
lack of progress by the artist, The Friends of Hermon Dog Park subsequently withdrew the 
"River Dogs" application, intending to select a different sculpture for the park. This is the 
second proposal withdrawn by the applicant. 

When insufficient progress had been made by the "River Dogs" artist the Selection Committee 
made the decision to transfer the remainder of the grant hnds to a project that had been a top 
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contender in the first selection round. The new artist is Jolino Bessera and the new sculpture is 
entitled "Hermon on the Ball." A rendering of the proposed sculpture is attached hereto as 
Exhibit A. The proposed sculpture would be approximately five (5) feet tall and covered in a tile 
mosaic pattern. The grout would be covered with an anti-graffiti coating to facilitate 
maintenance. The ball portion of the sculpture would be made of tile and mementos from local 
residents including pieces of dog bowls and dog tags. A resume for Mr. Bassera is attached 
hereto as Exhibit B. The proposal also seeks approval of an acknowledgement plaque , the 
proposed text of which is attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

If conceptual approval of the revised sculpture and associated plaque is granted the appropriate 
community outreach would occur. To date, the revised project has been presented to the Arroyo 
Seco Neighborhood Council, patrons of the Hermon Dog Park, fund-raiser .guests, and 
information regarding the project status has been emailed in "Tails from Hermon Dog Park", an 
e-newsletter with over 400 subscribers. 

The "Hermon on the Ball" proposal will need to be presented to, and approved by, the Cultural 
Affairs Commission. 

As with all public art installations, safety is a primary concern. It is possible that the sculpture 
proposal may need to be modified through the community outreach process or through 
Department input. Modifications to the proposal may include sculpture size, material, andlor 
installation. Any modifications to the proposal would be detailed in a subsequent report to the 
Board. 

Staff has determined that the subject project is exempt from the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Article 111, Section 1, Class 11 (6 ) ,  of the City 
CEQA Guidelines. 

The Councilmember of the District and Metro Region management and staff have no objection 
to this project at Hermon Park in the Arroyo Seco. 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

Installation of the sculpture and associated plaque will have negligible impact on the 
Department's General Fund, as the cost of the sculpture and plaque will be funded by the 
Beautification Grant. Required maintenance for the upkeep of the sculpture and the plaque will 
be the responsibility of the Friends of Hermon Dog Park. An agreement addressing issues 
regarding installation and required maintenance of the sculpture will be developed by staff. 

This Report was prepared by Melinda Gejer, City Planning Associate, Planning, Construction 
and Maintenance. 



Exhibit A 

Hermon on the Ball - Rendering of Proposed Sculpture 



Exhibit B 

JOLINO BESERRA PROFESSIONAL HISTORY 

EORN: 1957 East 1.0s Angeles. CA Raised: Temple City. CA 
CDUCATION: 1975 ---  Arroyo High School. El bloritc. CA 

1976-1 978 ---- Pas;idcna Conirnuriily Collcgc?. Assoc. Dcgrco 
1978-1 982 - - - -  Art Center- School of Design. BFA Illustration 

1984 - 1990 
Forriic!(l By~.tl-6cso1.1.11 Sli~clios in Los Anyeles ~v i l t i  poster artist David Ed~vart l  Byrd 

cr.eatin:; graphics for :he Entertainment Itidustry. 
1990 - PRESENT 

201 1 -- 6 fool Iviosalc; sc;crlpluro of a cloy t~alanciriy on a ball for Tlic? tlc?rrrior~ Dog 
Par-k ?.vill bec~in In Deceniber \,vitti an estimatecl completion in Spring 201 2. 
Kcsidcritia nicsaics for. icsidcncc i r i  Tuxcdo Park. NCLV York: ongoirig. 
P,.dosaic; i~islallatioll for ttio Socltti P;~sac!c;r~a Library's Chiltlron's Roorn. 
Iviosaic Strlpes for CaI. King Snake path i r i  blaywood for The TI-ust For Public L.and 
opcnins i r i  Novcmbcr 201 1. 

20'10 -- R(:sic?c:rilial ir~st;illatiorls in Bc!vcr-ly Hills and Los Angeles 
2009 -- Created resideritial Installations i r i  Los Angeles and Toluca Lake ancl a 

S c ~ r l p t ~ ~ i a I : ' r ~ ~ ~ t i ~ l i ~ r i a l  work for' a g ro~ ip  s h o ~  i r i  Ph~ladclphia. Pa. 
2008 --  Croal(:c! c:rilry port;il arid iriforri~alion desk colurnn for Childreti's Roo111 at 

The Alhambr-a Civic Center Library. 
200s - -  E3cgar-1 work or] LLVO 20-foot l ~ l c d  columns and a 30-fool tilcd bcnch for Ttic 

Carilar~llo P~lt)ltc: Li!.)rary t:oriipletc?cj ir.1 June 2007. 
2000-05 --  Created cilstoni rnosaic work for several residential kitchens in 1.0s 

/\ngclcs ar'ca. 
1998 - -  Croaloti ;i l~Ic:d & j(?wc!l(?d t ~ o x  as a prop lor the indie I~lni .  "The U ~ i k n o ~ v n  

Cyclist" 
1995 -- Crcalcci a brokcri tilc mosaic poster for director Taylor Hackford's film "Bloocl 

111. Bloocl 0~11". 
1993-95 - - A  series of tiled tables, jardinieres ancl smaller pols were featifred at New 

Stolic Agc Gallcry in Los Angclcs. 
1992 -- My ow11 krl(;tiori tlosigri arid cocrriter installalion was a pr i~ewinner i r i  

r\.iletropolitan Home hflagazine's 1992 "Home of the Year" issire. This kitchen was also 
fcaluicci III Sunsct Idacjaziric's Octobcr' 1992 issue. 

1990 - Boga~ i  c;l-oatirig c;aslor~i picl~~o-assiel lc mosaic: irist;lllalior~s 8 luricliorial ;irl 
;)reces. 

PUBLICATIONS: 
1.0s Angeles Times Honie Section Feature Article "Piece By Piece" 201 1 
Gu~ ld  So~r icc  Book 24 - Pagc 135 
Mosaic: Arts Y(:;iri)ook 2009 
Mosaic At-ts Yeari:ook 201 0 
Crcaling C~lr 'b Appcal 2009 Schiffcr Books 



EDUCATION: Workshops for non-profit "Piece By Piece" in Los Angeles 2011 
Home studio workshops: 201012011 

EXHIBITIONS: 
Snyciel-man.:'Wor-ks Gallery - Philac!elphia. PA - Found-Objects St io~v 2009j2010 
Mosa~c Art Now Exhibition in Print 2010 
SAtvlA h4osaic: Arts Iti!or~ial~ori;il Show 2010 
SAMA Ivlosaic Arts International Stiol,v 2008 

JOLlNO BESERRA 
21 21 Apcx Avcnuc Los Angclcs, CA 90039-311 8 
Ph: 323.660.3525 Ccll: 323.31 3.21 81 
cmail: joli~l~byrc~~~roac~ru~lrlcr.com 
Wcb: l i t tp: l iwww.jol inoar~t i i tcct i~ralmosaics.com 



Exhibit C 

(Draji llexl) : 

The scuIpture of the dog, Hermon, at the top of the hill, "Herrnon or1 the 
Ball," was imagined and created by artist Jolino Beserra, with gratitude to 
Friends of Hermon Dog Park, and the City of Los Angeles Office of 
Community Beautification, Department of Recreation and Parlcs, and 
Councilman Jose Huizar, Council District 14. 

Friends of Hermon Dog Pa rk  Dedicated this day: Month Day, 2012 

Quotes 
Edgar Torres, Graphic Designer 
Arcndia Sign Con~pany 
1 27 East St. Joseph Street 
Arcadia, CA 9 1006 
(626) 446-8738 

Arcadia Sign, who we worked with extensively on the Hermon monument sign at 
Monterey Road and Avenue 60, would do layout and ship to a foundry they've worked 
with 18 years. 

A solid brass, 9" x12" marker is $381, plus $75 for shipping. Total = approx. $450. 

A second bid fro111 Ferdnlan Engraving at (3 10) 837-3424 was $600. 




