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RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Approve a proposed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), substantially in the form on file-
in the Board office, between the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) and Friends Of
The Observatory (FOTO), to define, codify, and continue the relationship of support to
Griffith Observatory, subject to the approval of the Mayor and of the City Attorney as to form;

2. Direct the Board Secretary to transmit the proposed MOU to the Mayor for approval in
accordance with Executive Directive 3, and concurrently, to the City Attorney for review and
approval as to form; and,

3. Authorize the Board President and Secretary to execute the MOU, subsequent to receipt of
the necessary approvals.

SUMMARY

The collaboration between RAP and FOTO in support of Griffith Observatory is a model for
successful public-private partnerships in the City. This is the fourth MOU between the partners.

FOTO was founded as a non-profit organization in 1978 by Observatory Director

Dr. E. C. Krupp, Harold Griffith (the grandson of founding Observatory benefactor Griffith J.
Griffith), and Harold's wife, Debra, to offer a way for the public to support and improve Griffith
Qbservatory.

In the 39 years since then, FOTO has repeatedly provided essential financial, logistical, and
organizational assistance, advocacy, programming, and other forms of support to enhance
Griffith Observatory for the public benefit. Most notably, RAP and FOTO formed a uniguely
successful public-private partnership to renovate and expand the Observatory. This Ninety-
Three Million Dollar ($83,000,000.00) project, executed between 2002 and 2008, preserved and
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This MOU shall supersede any prior oral or written understanding or communications between the
parties and constitutes the entire agreement of the parties with respect to the subject matter hereof.
This MOU may not be amended or modified, except in a writing signed by both parties hereto.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this MOU as of the day and year first above
written.

APPROVED AS TO FORM: THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES, a municipal
corporation, acting by and through its Board
MICHAEL N. FEUER of Recreation and Park Commissioners
City Attorney
By:
BY President
Deputy City Attorney
By:
Date: Secretary
Date:

FRIENDS OF THE OBSERVATORY

By
(Signature)
(Print Name)
(Title)

By:
(Signature)
(Print Name)
(Title)

Date:




