
BOARD REPORT NO. 

DATE  C.D. 

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT:  GRIFFITH OBSERVATORY – MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH 
GRIFFITH OBSERVATORY FOUNDATION (2022-2032) 

  AP Diaz * M. Rudnick

H. Fujita C. Santo Domingo 

J. Kim N. Williams 

General Manager 

Approved  Disapproved   Withdrawn  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Approve a proposed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), substantially in the form as
Attachment 1 of this Report, between the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) and
Griffith Observatory Foundation (THE FOUNDATION), formerly Friends Of The Observatory
(FOTO), to define, codify, and continue the relationship of support to Griffith Observatory,
subject to the approval of the City Council and of the City Attorney as to form;

2. Direct the Board of Recreation and Parks (Board) Secretary to transmit the proposed MOU
to the Mayor for approval in accordance with Executive Directive 3, the City Council for
approval, and concurrently, to the City Attorney for review and approval as to form; and;

3. Authorize the Board President and Secretary to execute the MOU, subsequent to receipt of
all necessary approvals.

SUMMARY 

The collaboration between RAP and THE FOUNDATION in support of Griffith Observatory 
(Observatory) is a model for successful public-private partnerships in the City. This is the fifth 
MOU between the partners. Griffith Observatory Foundation is the new name, effective January 
1, 2021, of Friends Of The Observatory (FOTO). 

FOTO was founded as a non-profit organization in 1978 by Observatory Director  
Dr. E. C. Krupp, Harold Griffith (the grandson of founding Observatory benefactor Griffith J. 
Griffith), and Harold’s wife, Debra, to offer a way for the public to support and improve Griffith 
Observatory.   

MR

22-101

May 05, 2022

MAY 05 2022

X



BOARD REPORT 
 

 PG. 2 NO.   
 
 

22-101 

 
In the 44 years since then, FOTO repeatedly provided essential financial, logistical, and 
organizational assistance, advocacy, programming, and other forms of support to enhance 
Griffith Observatory for the public benefit. Most notably, RAP and FOTO formed a uniquely 
successful public-private partnership to renovate and expand the Observatory. This Ninety-
Three Million Dollar ($93,000,000.00) project, executed between 2002 and 2006, preserved and 
transformed the Observatory and then returned it to public use on November 3, 2006. FOTO 
was instrumental in raising the funds for the renovation project, including direct private 
contributions of over Thirty Million Dollars ($30,000,000.00). FOTO’s impact, however, extended 
far beyond that amount, with efforts to win public grants, purchase and coordination of the new 
equipment for the Samuel Oschin Planetarium and Leonard Nimoy Event Horizon theater, 
management of the design, fabrication, and installation of the new exhibit program, and 
extensive service on the Renovation and Expansion Steering Committee guiding the entire 
project.   
 
Since the conclusion of the renovation and expansion project and reopening of the Observatory 
in November, 2006, FOTO continued to provide vital funding and programming support to the 
Observatory and RAP. Notable among these contributions are over two million dollars 
($2,000,000.00) since 2008 to support the Observatory’s School Program; over three million 
dollars ($3,000,000.00) for equipment to upgrade the Samuel Oschin Planetarium, Leonard 
Nimoy Event Horizon theater, and the Observatory programming studio; and a partnership with 
the Observatory to co-produce the spectacular new show for the Samuel Oschin Planetarium, 
Signs of Life, which will debut in 2022.  
 
The proposed MOU with the Griffith Observatory Foundation (THE FOUNDATION) would cover 
a ten-year period from roughly May 2022 to May 2032. It is similar in intent, form, and content to 
the first, second, third, and fourth three-year MOUs between RAP and FOTO. The term of the 
first MOU (Report 06-126) was July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2009. The Board subsequently 
approved (Report 09-173) an extension of that MOU by six months to December 31, 2009.  The 
term of the second MOU (Board Report 09-316) was January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2012. 
The term of the third MOU was January 1, 2013 to December 31, 2015 (Report 12-253), which 
was later extended for one year on two occasions (Reports 15-255 and 16-238). The fourth and 
most recent MOU (Board Report 18-018) ran from January 1, 2018, to December 31, 2020. 
 
With the exception of a few added sections and the extended term, changes from the prior MOU 
are minimal. Most are updates to dates and citations.  
 
Key provisions of the proposed MOU include: 
• Expansion of the term of the proposed MOU to ten (10) years, with options for two five-year 

extensions. The previous agreements were three years in length. The longer term reflects 
the stability and beneficial nature of the relationship. 

• Authorization for THE FOUNDATION to raise funds and provide donor and member services 
and recognition under the same conditions already approved by the Board as the exclusive 
non-profit organization so authorized, including prohibition of any non-City fundraising at the 
Observatory except by THE FOUNDATION. 
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• Clear definition of THE FOUNDATION as an organization separate from the City, and 
accountable for hiring decisions and its staff, paying all its own expenses, indemnifying the 
City as appropriate, conforming to the City’s non-discrimination policies, reporting on its 
finances and fundraising, and obeying all relevant laws. 

• Continued provision of two office spaces and related utility support for THE FOUNDATION 
in the Observatory for FOUNDATION activities in support of the Observatory. 

• Permission for THE FOUNDATION to offer benefits and make use of Observatory facilities 
consistent with the Griffith Observatory Schedule of Rates and Fees (Board Report 22-073). 
This includes: discounted member tickets; no-cost use of all Observatory facilities pursuant 
THE FOUNDATION’s mission to support and exclusively fundraise for the Observatory as 
set forth in the MOU, provided such uses neither conflict nor compete with Observatory 
activities; allowances for parking for THE FOUNDATION staff, volunteers, and members, as 
available, in support of activities and events at the Observatory.  

• Provision to support each other in relation to communications, notably website and social 
media activities. 

• Addition of a provision for THE FOUNDATION personnel to comply with CITY policies for 
appropriate behavior. 

• Mutual indemnification provisions between THE FOUNDATION and CITY. 
• Addition of sections providing for dispute resolution, safety, and insurance requirements.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
This MOU will not have any fiscal impact on RAP’s General Fund. There is no cost to RAP for 
its implementation, and it does not provide for any specific transfer of funds. By defining and 
codifying the relationship between the CITY and THE FOUNDATION, however, the MOU 
provides the foundation for continued and substantive support of the Observatory by THE 
FOUNDATION. The relationship with THE FOUNDATION almost certainly will afford additional 
fundraising and support opportunities, which will enable the Observatory to continue and/or 
expand services and capability without the CITY bearing the full cost. For example, without the 
funds contributed by FOTO/THE FOUNDATION, the Griffith Observatory School Program would 
have been canceled for all school years since 2007-08. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN INITIATIVES AND GOALS 
 

Approval of this Board Report advances RAP’s Strategic Plan by supporting:  
Goal No. 2:  Offer Affordable and Equitable Recreation Programming  
Outcome No. 1: Improve Health and Social Equity for young Angelenos. 

 
This report was prepared by Mark Pine, Deputy Director, Griffith Observatory. 
 
LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment No. 1 -  Proposed MOU with Griffith Observatory. Foundation (THE 

FOUNDATION). 
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Attachment No. 2 -  Prior MOU, January 1, 2018 – December 31, 2020, with Friends Of The 
Observatory (FOTO). 

 



 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN  
 

THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
AND 

GRIFFITH OBSERVATORY FOUNDATION  
(FORMERLY KNOWN AS FRIENDS OF THE OBSERVATORY), 

ESTABLISHING ROLES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND THE RELATIONSHIP 
OF SUPPORT TO GRIFFITH OBSERVATORY 

 
 
THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (hereinafter “MOU”) is made and entered into this           
day of                         , 20     , by and between the CITY OF LOS ANGELES, a municipal 
corporation, (hereinafter referred to as "CITY"), Department of Recreation and Parks (“RAP”) 
acting by and through its Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners, (hereinafter referred to 
as "BOARD"), and GRIFFITH OBSERVATORY FOUNDATION, a non-profit public benefit 
corporation, (hereinafter referred to as “THE FOUNDATION", and along with the CITY, each a 
“Party”). 
 
A. Through RAP, the CITY owns and operates Griffith Observatory (“Observatory”) in Griffith 
Park.   
 
B. THE FOUNDATION was incorporated in 1978 as a California non-profit public benefit 
corporation to preserve, promote, and support the Observatory and its mission of public 
astronomy. 
 
C. THE FOUNDATION is governed by its Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws and the 
activities and affairs of THE FOUNDATION are conducted and all of its corporate powers are 
exercised by or under the direction of its Board of Directors the members of which are designated, 
selected, and elected in accordance with THE FOUNDATION’s Bylaws. 
 
D. The purpose of this MOU is to establish in writing the respective roles, responsibilities, 
and financial relationship between CITY and THE FOUNDATION. 
 
CITY and THE FOUNDATION hereby agree and understand as follows: 
 
1. Fundraising 
 

a. Authority to Raise Funds.  THE FOUNDATION is authorized to raise funds to preserve, 
promote and support the Observatory and its mission of public astronomy. 
 

b. Fundraising. THE FOUNDATION is the only non-CITY organization authorized to hold 
fundraising events on the Observatory grounds. 
 

c. Donor Recognition.  THE FOUNDATION is authorized to provide recognition to donors 
consistent with naming and donor recognition rights as approved by the BOARD 
pursuant to policies approved by the BOARD. THE FOUNDATION may propose or 
negotiate specific changes or additional donor recognition, subject to review by RAP, 
with approval by the BOARD as required.   
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d. Gift Agreements.  Gifts of equipment, materials, funds, or services to the CITY for the 
Observatory by THE FOUNDATION are subject to negotiated Gift Agreements executed 
by and between CITY and THE FOUNDATION, approved in writing by the City Attorney 
and approved by Mayor and City Council if required.  This MOU shall not supersede the 
terms of any existing or future executed Gift Agreements. 

 
e. Exclusivity.  THE FOUNDATION is the only organization authorized by CITY to raise 

funds for the Observatory and CITY will not enter into an MOU with any other 
organization or entity for the same purposes as this MOU.   

 
2. TERM AND TERMINATION. This MOU shall become effective on the last date of execution 

of this MOU and shall expire ten (10) years from such date (“Term”) with two options to extend 
the Term each for an additional five (5) year period, each such option to be exercisable at the 
sole discretion of RAP following a request to extend the Term from THE FOUNDATION.  
Should THE FOUNDATION wish to extend the Term, a written request shall be submitted to 
RAP at a minimum six (6) months prior to the expiration of the initial Term or extended Term 
of this MOU, as the case may be.  RAP shall have the sole discretion to renew this MOU 
based upon such request and any renewal of this MOU shall be effective through an 
amendment to this MOU or a new agreement, as may be determined by RAP in its sole 
discretion.  Either PARTY may terminate this MOU upon a material breach of the provisions 
of this MOU upon thirty (30) days written notice after conclusion of good faith efforts at dispute 
resolution as set forth in Section 8 of this MOU. 

 
3. Employment Practices.  THE FOUNDATION will make all hiring, retention, and compensation 

decisions with respect to its employees.  All such decisions shall be subject to all applicable 
laws.  THE FOUNDATION will maintain its own employee handbook. THE FOUNDATION's 
employees are employees of THE FOUNDATION, and no aspect of their employment is 
provided, regulated, or constrained by CITY, the Board, or RAP.  

 
4. Office Space and Telephone/Data.  CITY will provide within the Observatory office area one 

large office for multiple staff of THE FOUNDATION, and one private office for the THE 
FOUNDATION’s Executive Director.  CITY will provide telephone equipment with connectivity 
for voice and data without charge for use by THE FOUNDATION in conducting THE 
FOUNDATION business.  THE FOUNDATION will provide furniture, equipment, and supplies 
necessary for the conduct of their business.   

 
5. Uses of Observatory by THE FOUNDATION.   CITY and THE FOUNDATION agree that use 

of various areas and facilities of the Observatory are necessary and appropriate within the 
scope of THE FOUNDATION’s mission.  Specifically:   

 
a. Membership Services: THE FOUNDATION offers member benefits. Space will be 

designated in the public area of the Observatory for soliciting and serving members and 
donors, to be staffed by THE FOUNDATION. Members of THE FOUNDATION receive 
a discounted Member ticket price for purchase of tickets for the Samuel Oschin 
Planetarium and Leonard Nimoy Event Horizon as specified in the Griffith Observatory 
Schedule of Rates and Fees (Board Report 22-073). Through the purchase of Member 
tickets, members of THE FOUNDATION receive advance seating for shows in both 
theaters.  
 

b. Facility Use: THE FOUNDATION is permitted no-cost use of all Observatory facilities 
pursuant to its mission to support and exclusively fundraise for the Observatory as set 
forth in this MOU, provided such uses neither conflict nor compete with Observatory 
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activities. Such use is subject to availability and prior approval of the Observatory 
Director. This includes usage of conference rooms, Boeing classroom, Leonard Nimoy 
Event Horizon, Samuel Oschin Planetarium, exhibit galleries, and Observatory 
terraces and grounds. Uses may include meetings, conferences, donor cultivation, 
lectures, educational programming, training, and member events, all subject to 
advance approval of the Observatory Director as to scheduling. THE FOUNDATION 
shall be authorized to conduct cultivation events, tours, fundraising receptions, 
demonstrations, and other related activities – subject to advance approval of the 
Observatory Director and reimbursement to CITY for out-of-pocket costs where they 
are beyond typical operating costs unless the reimbursement of such costs is waived 
by the Observatory Director – in support of THE FOUNDATION’S specific purposes. 
 

c. Parking: THE FOUNDATION Board members, employed staff, and volunteers shall be 
provided free parking, subject to availability, in the Reserved Parking lot or in the 
Observatory staff parking zone while working on THE FOUNDATION business at the 
Observatory.  THE FOUNDATION members at the Sirius level (or similarly designated 
level) and above and major donors visiting the Observatory shall have the non-
exclusive right to park vehicles for free within any available parking spaces at the 
Observatory on a first-come, first-served basis if arranged in advance and approved 
by the Observatory. THE FOUNDATION members receive free parking as available 
when attending approved FOUNDATION events and activities scheduled at the 
Observatory. 

 
d. The Observatory and THE FOUNDATION shall collaborate on their joint website and on 

social media activities controlled respectively by each party to share astronomical and 
operational information, promote Observatory and THE FOUNDATION events, and post 
interesting imagery.  These activities shall comply with all RAP and CITY policies 
regarding content for websites and social media. In no event during any such 
collaboration or on any of the CITY’s or THE FOUNDATION’s respective websites or 
social media shall either party represent that the FOUNDATION is a part of the CITY or 
vice versa. 

 
e. THE FOUNDATION Board, staff, volunteers, and onsite contractors must comply with 

all CITY policies for appropriate behavior, including all policies regarding sexual 
harassment, non-discrimination, conflict of interest, and health and safety policies such 
as policies related to COVID-19. In addition, THE FOUNDATION shall not hire as an 
employee, or subcontract with, any person whom RAP would be prohibited from hiring 
as an employee pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 5164 to perform 
work at the Observatory premises. In the event the City notifies THE FOUNDATION or 
becomes aware that any of THE FOUNDATION employees, volunteers and/or 
contractors has engaged in any inappropriate behavior (as may be set forth in CITY or 
RAP policy) or serious act of misconduct, including (but not limited to) an act of 
dishonesty, theft or misappropriation of City property, moral turpitude, insubordination, 
or any act injuring, harassing, abusing, or endangering others, THE FOUNDATION shall 
immediately remove such employee, volunteers and/or contractors from the 
Observatory premises at RAP’s instruction. THE FOUNDATION’s failure to promptly 
comply with any of the provisions set forth in this section shall be a material breach of 
this MOU. 

 
6. Indemnification.  CITY hereby irrevocably and unconditionally agrees, to the fullest extent 

permitted by law, to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless THE FOUNDATION, its officers, 
Board of Directors, employees, members, volunteers, and donors, including their successors, 
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heirs, and assigns, from and against any and all claims, liabilities, losses, damages, fines, 
settlements, and expenses (including reasonable attorneys’ fees) directly, indirectly, wholly, 
or partially arising from or in connection with any act or omission of CITY, in agreeing to THE 
FOUNDATION activities conducted under this MOU, except to the extent that such claims, 
liabilities, losses, or expenses arise from or in connection with any act or omission of THE 
FOUNDATION, its officers, Board of Directors, employees, members, volunteers, or donors, 
including their successors, heirs, and assigns.   However, under no circumstances shall CITY 
be liable for performance of any agreements entered into by THE FOUNDATION not 
otherwise approved by CITY, and THE FOUNDATION agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold 
harmless CITY, its officers, employees, and agents, from and against any or all claims, liability, 
losses, and expenses (including reasonable attorneys’ fees) directly, indirectly, wholly, or 
partially arising therefrom. 
 
THE FOUNDATION hereby irrevocably and unconditionally agrees, to the fullest extent 
permitted by law, to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless CITY, its officers, directors, 
trustees, employees, members, and donors, including their successors, heirs, and assigns, 
from and against any and all claims, liabilities, losses, damages, fines, settlements, and 
expenses (including reasonable attorneys’ fees) directly, indirectly, wholly, or partially arising 
from or in connection with any act or omission of THE FOUNDATION, in agreeing to THE 
FOUNDATION activities conducted under this MOU, except to the extent that such claims, 
liabilities, losses, or expenses arise from or in connection with any act or omission of the CITY, 
its officers, directors, trustees, employees, members, or donors, including their successors, 
heirs, and assigns.    

 
7. Intellectual Property.  The arrangements between CITY and THE FOUNDATION with respect 

to intellectual property rights will be set out in license agreements negotiated and executed 
by and between CITY and THE FOUNDATION, approved in writing by the City Attorney, and 
approved by Mayor and City Council if required.  This MOU shall not supersede the terms of 
any existing or future executed license agreements.  Neither the CITY nor THE FOUNDATION 
shall use the other’s trademarks, trade-names or logos (each a “Mark”) without the prior 
written approval of the other.  Each Mark shall remain the sole and exclusive intellectual 
property of the respective party.  Nothing in this MOU, or in the performance thereof, shall be 
construed as transferring, licensing, or otherwise permitting the right to use any intellectual 
property rights, including any rights to any Mark, that may be owned or licensed by the CITY 
or THE FOUNDATION.  
 

8. Dispute Resolution.  RAP and THE FOUNDATION desire to resolve in a timely and efficient 
manner any dispute that may arise between them in connection with any provision of this 
MOU.  Should a dispute arise that cannot be resolved through negotiation, RAP and THE 
FOUNDATION shall, in good faith, engage in a mutually acceptable dispute resolution 
process to resolve the issue.  The purpose of this provision is to provide the parties with a 
process to resolve disputes which are otherwise at impasse between THE FOUNDATION and 
RAP.  

 
9. Safety. THE FOUNDATION will observe and be responsible for safety precautions for those 

on Observatory premises during THE FOUNDATION events and activities and THE 
FOUNDATION meetings, subject to further direction by RAP. For serious injuries, THE 
FOUNDATION must immediately call 911.  THE FOUNDATION shall cooperate with all RAP 
and CITY inquiries and investigations regarding any injuries or incidents occurring on 
Observatory premises. 
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10.  Insurance. THE FOUNDATION shall be fully insured, and as a requirement of this MOU, THE 
FOUNDATION shall additionally insure the City of Los Angeles for the coverage specified by 
the City Administrative Officer’s (CAO) Risk Manager on Form 146R, attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by reference as Exhibit B.  THE FOUNDATION shall maintain during the 
TERM of this MOU, evidence of insurance acceptable to the CAO Risk Manager, and shall 
obtain approval of such insurance prior to THE FOUNDATION performance under this MOU, 
in accordance with instructions for submitting insurance to the City, included herein as part of 
Exhibit B, incorporated herein by reference. 
 

11. Observatory Priorities.  The Observatory Director will provide THE FOUNDATION, from time 
to time, with information on the Observatory’s needs in terms of funding, support, or 
programming, which the Board of Directors of THE FOUNDATION shall take into account in 
determining the use of THE FOUNDATION’s assets.  The Observatory Director shall 
incorporate the participation of THE FOUNDATION in the Observatory’s establishment and 
review of annual goals and objectives.   

 
12. Financial Statements.  Annual, audited financial statements for THE FOUNDATION will be 

provided to the CITY within six months of the closing of THE FOUNDATION fiscal year, and 
THE FOUNDATION will provide unaudited mid-year financial status reports as requested by 
the General Manager of RAP.  

 
13. Disposition of Assets upon Liquidation and Changes to Articles of Incorporation.  THE 

FOUNDATION’s Articles of Incorporation provide that upon liquidation its net assets will be 
transferred to another California non-profit public benefit corporation with similar purposes. 
THE FOUNDATION shall not modify or change such provision in its Articles of Incorporation, 
or make any other material change to its Articles of Incorporation, without 120 days prior 
written notice to RAP and the Observatory.  Any change to such Articles of Incorporation 
which, in the reasonable discretion of RAP, may materially change THE FOUNDATION’s 
support of the Observatory, shall be cause for termination of this MOU. 

 
14. INCORPORATION OF DOCUMENT 
 
 

The following exhibits are incorporated by reference: 
 

Exhibit A:  Observatory Rates and Fees Report No. 22-073 
Exhibit B:  Form 146R for Griffith Observatory Foundation 
 

Signature Page to Follow



6 

This MOU shall supersede any prior oral or written understanding or communications between 
the parties and constitutes the entire agreement of the parties with respect to the subject matter 
hereof. This MOU may not be amended or modified, except in a writing signed by both parties 
hereto. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this MOU as of the day and year first 
above written. 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
MICHAEL N. FEUER 
City Attorney  
 
 
BY   
                  Deputy City Attorney 
 
 
Date:                                                              
 

THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES, a municipal 
corporation, acting by and through its Board  
of Recreation and Park Commissioners 
 
 
By:   
                           President 
 
 
By:     
         Secretary 
 
 
Date:   
 
 
 
GRIFFITH OBSERVATORY FOUNDATION  
 
 
By   
                            (Signature) 
 
   
                            (Print Name) 
  
         
                             (Title) 
 
 
By:   
                             (Signature) 
 
         
                             (Print Name) 
  
         
                              (Title) 
 
Date:   
 

 
























