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RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Approve the final text and images to be placed on previously approved interpretive and

kiosk signage at George Wolfberg Park at Potrero Canyon as depicted in Attachments 1,
2, and 3 of this Report;

2. Authorize RAP staff to make technical corrections as necessary to carry out the intent of
this Report.
3. Determine under the California Public Resources Code, Section 21166 and the California

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15162, that the proposed Project
has been adequately assessed in the previously certified EIR, Statement of Overriding
Considerations (SCH No. 84091901) and Addendum, and that no subsequent EIR,
Negative Declaration, or further addendum or other CEQA analysis is required for the
approval of the Project;

SUMMARY

George Wolfberg Park at Potrero Canyon is located at 15101 Pacific Coast Highway. The property
within Potrero Canyon that makes up George Wolfberg Park at Potrero Canyon was originally
purchased by the City of Los Angeles in the 1960's. The City subsequently transferred jurisdiction
of the property to the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP). Throughout its history, this
property has experienced numerous landslides, due to the instability of its canyon walls, resulting
in damage to many homes and properties. From 1964 to 1975, the City purchased properties
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along the canyon rim, with the goal of stabilizing the canyon and extending the Palisades
Recreation Center. Due to litigation settlement, the City was later obligated to purchase an
additional twenty-two (22) properties along the canyon rim.

The previously approved Potrero Canyon Park — Landscaping Project (Project) entails
constructing the 46-acre George Wolfberg Park at Potrero Canyon within a riparian zone,
containing wetland trees and plants along the central spine of the entire park through a series of
large retention basins. On January 21, 2021, the Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners
(Board) approved Board Report 21-016, which included final plans for the Project. On May 20,
2021, the Board approved Board Report No. 21-091, which awarded Contract No. 3799 to Ford
E.C., Inc. for the construction of the Project. Construction of the overall Project is approximately
70% complete. On January 21, 2021 the Board also approved Board Report No. 21-014, which
named the property within Potrero Canyon as George Wolfberg Park at Potrero Canyon. The park
was named in honor of George Wolfberg. George Wolfberg was an active Palisades community
member and a valued City employee. And he played a large part in the planning phases of the
park and the Project.

Informational Kiosk Signage

As a part of the Project scope approved on January 21, 2021 (BR# 21-016), the Project will include
informational kiosks at two of the park entrances. One kiosk will be installed near the park
entrance on Frontera Drive and the other kiosk will be installed near the park entrance on Friends
Street. The kiosks are approximately 7 feet tall and will have a covered roof.

Since the Board has already approved the placement and design of the physical kiosk structures,
the only remaining approval related to the kiosks involves adoption of the text and images to be
included on the boards. The kiosk near the park entrance on Frontera Drive Street will hold a duel
sided informational board that would be 3’ tall by 4’ wide. One side of the informational board
would include a park map and information on the history of the property. The other side of the
informational board would include biographical information about George Wolfberg, for whom the
park is named.

The kiosk near the park entrance on Friends Street will hold a single sided informational board
that would be 3’ tall by 4’ wide. The informational board would include a park map and information
on the history of the property.

The proposed park map and informational graphic is shown on Attachment No. 1.

The proposed George Wolfberg biographical signage is shown on Attachment No. 2.

Interpretative Signage

As a part of the Project scope approved on January 21, 2021 (BR# 21-016), the Project also
includes 8 interpretive signs throughout the George Wolfberg Park at Potrero Canyon. With
today’s report, staff recommends that the previously approved interpretive signs include text and
images that provide information about the history of the canyon as well as the flora and fauna that
can be found in the area. The interpretive signage would be titled as followed:
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Bringing Nature Home

Living with Fire

Riparian Woodland

The Value of Riparian Woodlands
Oak Woodland

The Canyon Then & Now
Coastal Bluff

The First Port of Los Angeles

The proposed interpretive signs are shown on Attachment No. 3. The interpretive signs will
include QR codes, which would link to relevant and highly reputable websites (such as California
Native Plant Society, CALFIRE, UCLA, etc.) to provide meaningful supplemental information for
park visitors that would like to learn more about the interpretive content. The signage will include
disclaimers that the QR codes link to websites that are not maintained by or under the control of
the City.

City staff coordinated closely with local stakeholders and the family of George Wolfberg on the
proposed interpretive and kiosk signage.

Additionally, it should be noted that all of the proposed informational text will include the California
Coastal Commission’s “Coastal Access” logo.

The interpretive and kiosk signage was presented to the RAP Facility Repair and Maintenance
Commission Task Force (Task Force) on April 21, 2022 and on June 16, 2022. The proposed
interpretive and kiosk signage was granted conceptual approval from the Task Force.

The Office of Council District 11 has expressed support for the proposed interpretive and kiosk
sighage.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

The Potrero Canyon Park Project was previously evaluated for environmental impacts in
accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). A final Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) (State Clearinghouse No. 84091901) for the project was previously certified by the
Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners (Board) on June 28, 1985. A Notice of
Determination was filed with the Los Angeles County Clerk on July 12, 1985. An Addendum to
the final EIR was prepared in 2018 by the Department of Public Works, Bureau of Engineering
and considered by the Board in the approval of final plan on April 18, 2018 (BR18-069).

California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21166 and Article 5, Section 15262 of California
CEQA Guidelines states that no subsequent or supplemental EIR or Negative Declaration is
required by the lead agency or by any responsible agency unless one or more of the following
events occur:

1. Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of the
previous EIR;
2. Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is being



BOARD REPORT

PG. 4 NO. 22-254

undertaken that will require major revisions in the EIR; and,
3. Previously unknown new information at the time of the certification of the EIR as complete
becomes available.

The proposed action is the approval of text and images on the previously approved informational
kiosks and signs at the park entrance and within the footprint of the park.

RAP staff found that:

1. The proposed Project will not involve substantial changes in the project scope requiring
major revisions in the previous EIR due new-significant environmental effects, or an
increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects;

2. The circumstances under which the Project is undertaken will not require revisions of the
previous EIR due new significant environmental effects or an increase in the severity of
previously identified significant effects;

3. There is no new information of substantial importance showing new significant
environmental effects not discussed in the previous EIR, or an increase in the severity of
previously examined significant effects;

4. There are no mitigation measures or alternatives to the project considerably different from
those analyzed in the previous EIR that would substantially reduce one or more significant
effects on the environment, but not adopted with the previous EIR.

Based on these findings, RAP Staff recommends that the Board determines that the Project was
adequately assessed in the previously certified EIR, Statement of Overriding Considerations
(SCH No. 84091901) and Addendum, and that no subsequent EIR, Negative Declaration, or
further addendum or other CEQA analysis is required for the approval of the Project.

FISCAL IMPACT

The approval of this Report will have no fiscal impact on RAP’s General Fund as the cost for the
proposed signage will be paid for by the Project.

STRATEGIC PLAN INITIATIVES AND GOALS

Approval of this Board Report advances RAP’s Strategic Plan by supporting:

Goal No. 1: Provide Safe and Accessible Parks

Outcome No. 2: All parks are safe and welcoming

Result: The interpretive and kiosk signage for George Wolfberg Park at Potrero Canyon
would enhances the park user's experience by providing important historical and
contextual information to park visitors.

This Report was prepared by Darryl Ford, Superintendent, Planning, Maintenance and
Construction Branch.

ATTACHMENTS
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1) Attachment 1 — Park Map and Informational Graphic
2) Attachment 2 — George Wolfberg Biographical Signage
3) Attachment 3 - Interpretive Signage

There was a motion to Approve the text and images to be placed on the previously approved interpretive
signage and approve the text and images proposed for the single sided information board as the signage
for the two kiosk structures.
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View of Potrero Canyon from Long Wharf (1893)

Young Family Collection (Courtesy of Pacific Palisades Historical Society)
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Meet GEO rge WOIfbe rg (April 22, 1938 - February 5, 2020) at Potrero Canyon

George cherished his wife Diane, their three children, and extended family.
Photo by David Davies
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Citizen of the Year, George Wolfberg with two of

his grandchildren in the 4th of July parade, 2011.
Photo by Wolfberg Family

Vice Chair David Card, Recreation and Parks (RAP) Commissioner Joe Halper,
Councilmember Mike Bonin, PCCAC Chair George Wolfberg,
City Engineer Gary Lee Moore, RAP Assistant GM Ramon Barajas

Photo by Office of Councilmember Mike Bonin

Nationally certified, George refereed thousands of games in the Palisades area. Rehabilitation of historic Eucalyptus Grove, Rustic Canyon Recreation Center
Photo by Rich Schmitt Photography Photo by Rich Schmitt Photography
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Bringing Nature Home

Use your smartphone camera to scan

QR codes for more information. Please note
that all QR Codes link to websites that are
not maintained by or under the control of
the City of Los Angeles.

A coastal garden brimming with locally native plant species | Palos Verdes, CA
Photo by Steve Gunther

A native plant garden designed to collect rainwater from a nearby patio | Altadena, CA
Photo by Joshua Link

Western Tiger Swallowtail on Sage | King Gillette Ranch, Calabasas, CA
Photo by Susan Schalbe




Living With Fire

DEFENSIBLE SPACE ZONES

ZONE 0

The Ember Resistant Zone
(0’-5" from all structures)

Use only non-combustible materials such
as gravel, pavers, concrete, etc.

Avoid combustible wood-based mulich.
Limit planting in this area to low-growing,
non-woody, regularly watered and
maintained vegetation.

ZONE 1

The Lean, Clean and Green Zone
(5’-30" from all structures)
e Regularly maintain landscape to remove
excess dead or dry leaves and branches.
e Create a separation between trees, shrubs

and combustible items such as patio
furniture, wood piles, swing sets, etc.

ZONE 2
The Reduced Fuel Zone
(30°-100' from all structures)

e Maintain space between trees and shrubs
according to recommended vertical and
horizontal clearances.

GEORGE WOLFBERG PARK F s

Graphic showing defensible space Zone 7 and Zone 2
© 2019 CAL FIRE

Limited, low-growing, regularly
irrigated planting near house in
Zone 0 and Zone 1

Private Residence | Palos Verdes, California
Photo by Steve Gunther

Use your smartphone camera to scan

QR codes for more information. Please note
that all QR Codes link to websites that are
not maintained by or under the control of
the City of Los Angeles.

MINIMUM
CLEARANCE

3X HEIGHT
OF SHRUB
= MINIMUM

VERTICAL
CLEARANCE

Guidelines for the minimum vertical clearance of vegetation

© 2019 CAL FIRE

Ignition-resistant gravel
paving and natural stone
in Zone 0 and Zone 1

Private Residence | Austin, Texas
Photo by Leonid Furmansky

at Potrero Canyon

PARK MAP

PARK BOUNDARY

FUEL MODIFICATION
ZONE
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at Potrero Canyon

Riparian Woodland

PARK MAP

Western Sycamore | Platanus racemosa Fremont Cottonwood | Populus fremontii Black Willow | Salix gooddingii Red Willow | Salix laevigata YOU ARE HERE
Photo by Joshua Link Photo by James Maughn Photo by Derell Licht Photo by Richard Fisher

RIPARIAN WOODLAND

PARK BOUNDARY

Mulefat | Baccharis salicifolia Evening Primrose | Oenothera elata Arroyo Willow | Salix lasiolepis Sandbar Willow | Salix exigua
Photo by Joshua Link Photo by Pete Veilleux, East Bay Wilds Photo by Richard Fisher Photo by Richard Fisher




The Value of Riparian Woodlands "2 £

Use your smartphone camera to scan

QR codes for more information. Please note
that all QR Codes link to websites that are
not maintained by or under the control of
the City of Los Angeles.

Solstice Canyon | Malibu, California Yellow Warbler | Setophaga petechia
Photo by Joshua Link Photo by Susan Schalbe

California Tree Frog | Pseudacris cadaverina
Photo by Susan Schalbe
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O a k OO d I a n d at Potrero Canyon

PARK MAP

Coast Live Oak | Quercus agrifolia Southern CA Black Walnut | Juglans californica Toyon | Heteromeles arbutifolia Blue Elderberry | Sambucus nigra ssp. caerulea
Photo by Joshua Link Photo by Joshua Link Photo by Pete Veilleux, East Bay Wilds Photo by Pete Veilleux, East Bay Wilds

PARK BOUNDARY
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California Mugwort | Artemisia douglasiana Greenbark California Lilac | Ceanothus spinosus Giant Wild Rye | Elymus condensatus Bush Monkey Flower | Diplacus aurantiacus
Photo by Laura Camp Photo by Susan Schalbe Photo by Pete Veilleux, East Bay Wilds Photo by Laura Camp




The Canyon Then & Now

View of Potrero Canyon from Chautauqua Heights (1915)

Santa Monica Public Library Image Archives

Looking south along the coast from Potrero Canyon (1921)

Santa Monica Public Library Image Archives

Land slipping into Potrero Canyon along Friends Street (1969)

U.S. Geological Survey Photo Collection

Landslide damage to a house on De Pauw Street (1956)

U.S. Geological Survey Photo Collection
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at Potrero Canyon

Check dam Present day
surrounding stream Present day
basin _ channel _ ground level
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Engineered fill/soil — ground level

Additional excavation difference

during construction after
Storm drain construction

anyon bottom in 1986 'l‘

Potrero Canyon construction site (2019)

, , Cross section of Potrero Canyon (not to scale)
Photo by Richard Fisher

Existing homex

Fire Safety Zone

Oak woodland

Riparian woodland el
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4——-

SEEESSS

Overflow to
Overflow to lower basin

lower basin

Diagram of stormwater basin function at Potrero Canyon (not to scale)
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at Potrero Canyon

Coastal Bluff

PARK MAP

California Sagebrush | Artemisia californica Coyote Brush | Baccharis pilularis Coast Sunflower | Encelia californica Ashyleaf Buckwheat | Eriogonum cinereum
Photo by Steve Gunther Photo by Laura Camp Photo by Alan Harper Photo by Joshua Link PARK BOUNDARY

YOU ARE HERE

COASTAL BLUFF

California Buckwheat | Eriogonum fasciculatum Coast Goldenbush | Isocoma menziesii Coast Prickly Pear | Opuntia littoralis Black Sage | Salvia mellifera
Photo by Laura Camp Photo by Pete Veilleux, East Bay Wilds Photo by Laura Camp Photo by Laura Camp




The First Port of Los Angeles " cme F2

View of Long Wharf from Potrero Canyon (1895) Arrival of first steam ship at Long Wharf (1893) Ships docked at Long Wharf (1898)

California State Library Image Archive Los Angeles Public Library Photograph Collection Los Angeles Public Library Photograph Collection

View of Long Wharf from mouth of Potrero Canyon (1893) View from end of Long Wharf toward shore (1893) View from Long Wharf toward Potrero Canyon (1893) Japanese fishing village near Long Wharf (1912)
University of Southern California Digital Library Los Angeles Public Library Photograph Collection Los Angeles Public Library Photograph Collection Los Angeles Public Library Photograph Collection




