
INFORMATIONAL BOARD REPORT 
 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS 

 
August 03, 2023 

 
TO: BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 
 
FROM: JIMMY KIM, General Manager 
 
SUBJECT: VARIOUS COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The following communications addressed to the Board have been received by the Board Office, 
and the action taken thereon is presented. 
 
From Action Taken 

Griffith Park Pony Ride comments  Referred to General Manager 

   

1) Michael Ferraro comments 
regarding Flat Top Park 

       #9393a Referred to General Manager 

   

2) Sue Pascoe comments regarding 
Palisades Rec Center/George 
Wolfberg Bathrooms 

      
        #9429 

Referred to General Manager 

   

3) Hollywoodland neighbors’ comments 
regarding large advertising balloon 

#9430 
Referred to General Manager 

   

4) Juli Ramirez comments regarding 
Board Report 23-134 

#9431 
Referred to General Manager 

   

5) Brooke Klein comments regarding 
Potrero Canyon dead space land 
clearing 

#9432 
Referred to General Manager 

   

6) Chris Spitz comments regarding 
Potrero Canyon dead space land 
clearing 

#9432a 
Referred to General Manager 

   

7) Maryam Zar comments as Pacific 
Palisades Community Council 
President Park Advisory Board 
Secretary regarding Signs at Pacific 
Palisades Park 

#9433 

Referred to General Manager 

   

8) Jen Linck comments regarding 
Pershing Square Concerts 

#9434 
Referred to General Manager 

   



 

 
9) Andrew Sachs comments regarding 
Crestwood Hills Park 

#9435 
Referred to General Manager 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Prepared by Carolyn Shannon-Joyner, RAP Commission Office 



7/27/23, 7:34 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Flat Top Follow-Up

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8aj2SqzwRZAfHbkMRHttRFD3vC2q31xq0JBsYll8_rIAxy/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Flat Top Follow-Up
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Thu, Jul 27, 2023 at 7:33 AM
To: Michael Ferraro < >
Cc: Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Darryl Ford <darryl.ford@lacity.org>, "Barraza, John" <John.Barraza@lacity.org>,
Aaron Thomas < >, Angela Wang <angela.wang@lacity.org>, Cathie Santo Domingo
<cathie.santodomingo@lacity.org>, Janet Schulman <  Matthew Rudnick
<matthew.rudnick@lacity.org>, negarcia@parks.lacounty.gov, Rick Tonthat <rick.tonthat@lacity.org>, Christina Angeles
<cangeles@rposd.lacounty.gov>, Councilmember.Hernandez@lacity.org

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Jul 26, 2023 at 7:11 PM Michael Ferraro < > wrote:

Good Evening, Mr Kim:

As promised, North East Trees is following up our letter of June 9th regarding the transfer of Flat Top Park to the City of
Los Angeles. 

Attached, you will find digital copies of a new cover letter (sent concurrently by mail), accompanied by a list of the
property's obligations, encumbrances and issues-- as requested by RAP's Darryl Ford-- along with supporting
documentation for those items.

Once the materials have been received and reviewed, we look forward to working with you all on an amended
agreement to make the transfer happen.

respectfully yours (in carbon sequestration),

Michael X. Ferraro - Board President
NORTH EAST TREES
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to creating green space and good jobs in Los Angeles

"If faith moves mountains, what's it take to leave them alone?" - Todd Snider

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

VC No. 9393a

https://www.northeasttrees.org/
http://www.laparks.org/


 
 

North East Trees, Inc. |  
 | NET is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization registered in California. 

Gifts to NET are tax-deductible to the extent of the law. Our tax ID is 95-4320174. 

July 26, 2023 

 

President Renata Simril 

Vice President Luis Sanchez 

Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners 

221 N. Figueroa St., Suite 300 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

rap.commissioners@lacity.org 

 

Jimmy Kim, General Manager, Dept. of Recreation and Parks 

221 N. Figueroa St., Suite 350 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

jimmy.kim@lacity.org 

 

Dear Mr. Kim, Board President Simril, and Board Vice President Sanchez: 

 

Warm greetings to you all in the swelter of July. This is the promised follow-up letter regarding North 

East Trees (NET), the City of Los Angeles, and the 36.37 acres of land known as Flat Top Park. 

 

We write not only to reiterate NET’s desire to expeditiously transfer the land to the City, as was the 

mutually agreed plan in 2014, but to share a list of encumbrances, obligations and issues associated 

with the property. This is being done at the request of RAP’s Darryl Ford, in order to help move the 

process forward. (Attached with the digital version sent via email, please find our internal list, 

supplemented by supporting documentation for grants and other items.) 

 

Once this list has been reviewed and we’ve addressed any follow-up questions or needs for more 

information, NET officially requests an opportunity to sit down with RAP and the County (as well as 

the office of CD1 Councilmember Eunisses Hernandez) to draft an amended agreement.  

 

Popular consensus is that Flat Top Park should be under City ownership—as the late Supervisor 

Gloria Molina, the City, and local stakeholders (led by Roy Payan) fully intended. We strongly concur, 

and at the same time envision a future where NET continues in our role as thoughtful stewards of 

this land. We hope to write more essential grants and cultivate real growth opportunities, by hiring 

and training more young adults from the area to help nurture a true Northeast LA “greenbelt” into 

existence.  

 



 
 

North East Trees, Inc. | | 
  NET is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization registered in California. 

Gifts to NET are tax-deductible to the extent of the law. Our tax ID is 95-4320174. 

We look forward to having that conversation, and more importantly, to helping make it a reality. We 

want to see environmental justice served, by transferring the Flat Top property and giving the 

people of the surrounding communities the restorative park and open space they deserve. 

 

Sincerely yours (in carbon sequestration), 

 

 

 

Michael X. Ferraro 

President, Board of Directors 

North East Trees 

 

 

(enclosures: attached digitally – NET Flat Top List, w/ original Grant Agreement; SMMC Grant; Coastal 

Conservancy Grant, Urban Greening CAL FIRE; Survey; Neighbor List) 









NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
State of California 
The Natural Resources Agency 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE)  

PROJECT TITLE Urban Greening in North East LA 

PROJECT LOCATION North East Los Angeles COUNTY Los Angeles  

LEAD AGENCY California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) 

CONTACT 

ADDRESS 

Henry Herrera, Regional Urban Forester 

23300 Castle Street 

Riverside, CA 92518 

PHONE (213)200-7115 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION  
North East Trees, a non-profit organization, plans to plant and establish 3,500 total trees. 500 #15 trees will be planted and 
established in developed settings such as along street parkways, in developed parks, and on public building grounds in the City. 
1,000 #5 trees will be planted and established on private residential properties. 500 #15 trees, 1,000 #5 trees, and 500 #1 trees 
will be planted and established in and adjacent to open space city parks, Cal State LA campus and surrounding neighborhoods. 
Tree species will be drought tolerant and low maintenance. All planting activities will be completed using hand tools.  

EXEMPTION STATUS 
 Categorical Exemption Type/Section:  Class 4 §15304 Minor Alterations to Land  

 Statutory Exemption (state code section):       

 Ministerial (§21080(b)(1); 15268) 

 Declared Emergency (§21080(b)(3); 15269(a)) 

 Emergency Project (§21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)) 

REASONS PROJECT IS EXEMPT 
Field review by CAL FIRE staff confirmed that no exceptions apply which would preclude the use of a Notice of Exemption for 
this project. The Department has concluded that no significant environmental impacts will occur to aesthetics, agriculture and 
forestland/timberland, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards 
and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use planning, mineral resources, noise, populations and housing, 
public services, recreation, transportation/traffic, or to utilities and service systems. Documentation of the environmental review 
completed by the Department is kept on file at CAL FIRE’s Headquarters in Sacramento.                                                    

DATE RECEIVED FOR FILING  

 

        
        

         Matthew Reischman, Deputy Director          Date 
         California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 

           Matthew Reischman

































































STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
State Coastal Conservancy      

GRANT AGREEMENT 

Grant - Rev 11/20                                     
 
 

THIS AGREEMENT is entered into this       day of                          , 2023  in the  

State of California, by and between:  
 

 

 and 
 
. 

 

                                                       

The State Coastal Conservancy (“the Conservancy”) and the North East Trees, Inc. (“the grantee”) agree to amend   

their existing Agreement No. 20-111 as follows: 

 

TERM OF AGREEMENT   

 

The termination date is extended to May 31, 2024.   

 

The completion date is extended to February 28, 2024. 

 

The grantee shall deliver the final Request for Disbursement to the Conservancy no later than March 31, 2024. 

 

 

All other terms and conditions of the existing agreement shall remain in effect. 

 

The provisions on the following pages constitute a part of this agreement. 
This agreement has been executed by the parties as shown below. 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA GRANTEE 
AGENCY GRANTEE (If other than an individual, state whether a corporation, partnership, etc.) 

State Coastal Conservancy North East Trees, Inc. 

BY (Authorized Signature) BY (Authorized Signature) 

 
 

 
 

PRINTED NAME AND TITLE  OF PERSON SIGNING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING 

Amy Hutzel, Executive Officer Janet Schulman, Executive Director 
ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER 

1515 Clay Street, 10th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612                       

                                                      Phone: (510) 286-1015 

570 W. Avenue 26, Suite 200 

Los Angeles, CA 90065 

                                                  Phone: (323) 533-0115 
       

AMOUNT ENCUMBERED BY 
THIS DOCUMENT 
 

$-0- 

PROGRAM/CATEGORY 

 

Local Assistance 

FUND TITLE/PROP NO. 

 

General Fund 

 

I certify that this 
agreement is exempt 
from Department of 
General Services’ 

approval. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erlinda Corpuz 
Procurement and 

Contracts Manager 

PRIOR AMOUNT 
ENCUMBERED FOR THIS 
AGREEMENT 

FUND ITEM 

 
 CHAPTER STATUTE FISCALYEAR 

$581,500.00 3760-102-0001 14 2020 20/21 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

ENCUMBERED TO DATE 
PROJECT NAME 

$581,500.00 Flat Top Park Fire Resilience 

I hereby certify upon my own personal knowledge that budgeted funds are available for the period and purpose of the expenditure stated above. 

NAME AND SIGNATURE OF ACCOUNTING OFFICER DATE 

 
 

 

 

AGREEMENT NUMBER AM. NO. 

20-111 1 
TAXPAYERS FEDERAL EMPLOYER 
IDENTIFICATION NO. 

95-4320174 

AGENCY 
State Coastal Conservancy 
GRANTEE’S NAME 

North East Trees, Inc. 

7/10/2023

  July10th



FLAT TOP Encumbrances, Obligations and Issues 
 
Please Note: This is a working document, intended to be comprehensive, but with room to 
update, as North East Trees works with RAP (and moving forward, the County and CD1) to 
create an amended Grant Agreement with the County of Los Angeles, to expedite the land 
transfer as originally specified in the 2014 Agreement with the County. 
(This is a link to the original Grant Agreement 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dsb0pm897GYVqt4gVQydbx4NeJHgb3r0/view?usp=drive_link ) 
 
The Process for transferring this property is prescribed in the Prop A Open Space Measure. All 
of the obligations assigned to North East Trees in 2014 with the acquisition of the properties, will 
transfer to the new owner, once an “assignment and assumption of grant agreement” between 
City, County and NET is signed– subject to negotiations regarding special obligations NET is 
willing to provide based on its mission and existing or future grant opportunities and awards.  
 
North East Trees will work in good faith to provide all requested information to expedite said 
land transfer. Once transfer is complete, we are hopeful that we will be able to continue in our 
role at the Flat Top parcels as land stewards, connecting the community to the wildlife through 
planting, restoration, invasive removal and hiring and training young adults from the surrounding 
communities to not only learn, but also practice and even teach best environmental practices. 
(This is not only part of our mission statement, but speaks directly to requirement language in 
the original Grant Agreement and subsequent grants that have benefited the land as well as the 
lives of locals.)  In our June 9 letter to RAP, we promised to follow up with a document 
chronicling the “encumbrances, issues and obligations” with the Flat Top property. This is that 
list, along with enclosed documentation. 
 
ENCUMBRANCES 
1. There are NO financial encumbrances upon the property. No taxes are due.  
2. The extended funding “conversation” between the CD1 office of 2014-22 and the former 
management of NET has been put to rest, and at this juncture, North East Trees is seeking no 
remuneration for operating expenses incurred over the past 9 years. 
 
OBLIGATIONS 
North East Trees currently has 3 open grants involving ongoing projects on Flat Top. As of now, 
the deadlines extend until the end of 2024. We also have a volunteer planting event scheduled 
for November of 2023. 
 
Project: Flat Top Park Fire Resilience 
Funder: State Coastal Conservancy 
Remaining funds to be billed: $148,968  
Remaining scope of work: Fuel reduction and invasive species removal, plant about 30 native 
plants, plant establishment until end of grant, preparation of final grant report 
Deadline: May 31, 2024.  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dsb0pm897GYVqt4gVQydbx4NeJHgb3r0/view?usp=drive_link


Project: Enhancing Watershed Health at Flat Top Park 
Funder: Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy 
Remaining funds to be billed: $129,091 
Remaining scope of work: Construction of rain gardens, including irrigation line, final design 
documents, preparation of final grant report 
Deadline: A pending extension request has been submitted that would extend the grant until 
the end of the year 2023.  
 
Project: Urban Greening in Northeast Los Angeles 
Funder: Cal FIRE 
Remaining funds to be billed:  
Remaining scope of work:  
Deadline: March 30, 2024 
 
Project: UPS Volunteer Tree Planting 
Funder: UPS 
Scope of Work: 45 trees to be planted at Flat Top Park with volunteer and NET staff 
Date of Event: November 4, 2023 
 
 
ONGOING or RECURRING ISSUES RELATED TO OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE  
North East Trees has been working diligently to preserve and manage the open space at Flat 
Top hill since 2014, so it remains beautiful, safe and accessible to the public. The following is a 
summary of the issues we have encountered along the way and how they have been mitigated 
or observed by North East Trees, along with some suggested actions for the benefit of the land 
and the community:  
 
1. Security Flat Top is a peaceful, local gathering space for passive recreation. That said, over 
the years North East Trees has had equipment, signs, storage facilities and kiosks tagged and 
vandalized. Our crews have diligently worked to clean and repair these transgressions. As 
responsible guardians of the land, we have also seen fit to hire security officers on July 4th, to 
monitor crowds with the aim of preventing illegal firework usage and damage to the park and 
surrounding neighborhood. Recommendations: Signs should be posted with information about 
who to contact in the event of an emergency. Peace officers are recommended. Park hours 
should be posted. 
 
2. Access/easements The property is accessed by a mechanical gate on Montecito Dr. with a 
security code, maintained by the owner (currently, North East Trees), to give the 12 affected 
home-owners access and easement to their residences. NET communicates with the affected 
home-owners regarding this gate and access, and has had a relatively smooth experience doing 
so. This gate has also been occasionally vandalized, and repaired at North East Trees’ 
expense. This is done, it seems, by those who wish to illegally drive their vehicles onto the land 
to party while enjoying the stunning views. Recommendations: The City, upon taking over, 
should consider upgrading the gate to a sturdier model to discourage further damage and 



unlawful entry. Additionally, as necessary, they should communicate with home-owners with 
legal easements, by establishing rules regarding driving through the park and regular 
communication to them by mail or email. *We are attaching our “contact” sheet of land-owners 
needing gate access. 
 
3. Encroachments A survey was done in 2019 at the request of the City Attorney. 
Recommendation: LA City Department of Public Works, Division of Building and Safety should 
review title reports and reports from the field and design an enforcement plan for the 
encroachments on the existing parcels known as Flat Top Park and make recommendations 
about how to mitigate their impact on public safety. *Survey attached 
 
4. Irrigation and water NET has installed two water meters at Flat Top thus far, and, pending 
an expected SMMC grant extension, has plans to install at least one mainline in our planting 
areas this year. Recommendation: Full irrigation, with long-term maintenance agreements, 
should be secured, with installation by North East Trees or another qualified agency, as well as 
installation of fire hydrants to help safeguard the area. Water fountains (for humans and dogs) 
and even a rest room should be considered. 
 
5. Filming of commercials, videos and movies on Flat Top These currently take place on 
rare occasion, to the displeasure of some locals. But no major incidents have occurred. The 
proceeds are put back into the beautification budget.  Recommendations: While RAP also 
permits this on their property, we think residents would expect that RAP and Rangers would not 
allow filming, at night, or weekends and never allow explosives in this urban wildland park that 
abuts private residences.  
 
6. Brush clearance For the past 9 years, NET has removed the brush on the property. 
Recommendation: We recommend identifying other funding sources for brush clearance as part 
of the transfer agreement (such as the O and M portion from Prop A, provided by the County to 
the City annually).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7/19/23, 11:03 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: No Palisades Rec Center/George Wolfberg Bathrooms

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: No Palisades Rec Center/George Wolfberg Bathrooms
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 7:55 AM
To: Sue Pascoe < >
Cc: Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Andy Starrels < >, Lynn Hylen < >,
Joe Halper >, Jamie Paige <jamie.paige@lacity.org>, Rose Watson <rose.watson@lacity.org>,
geoffrey.straniere@lacity.org, Ashley Rodriguez <ashley.rodriguez@lacity.org>

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sun, Jul 16, 2023 at 12:16 PM Sue Pascoe < > wrote:
Mr. Kim,

There are no ADA accessible bathrooms at the Palisades Recreation Center in Pacific Palisades. The doorway to the
two person stall by the playground is not wide enough to allow a senior with a walker or a person in a wheelchair to
access a toilet.

I was told that because the George Wolfberg Park at Potrero had installed two-new-self-cleaning toilets that were
available from dawn to dusk, that was considered acceptable for the lack of ADA toilets at the playground, baseball
fields, basketball, bocce and tennis courts. 

Those Potrero bathrooms are now out of operation, with no timeline for them being fixed.

I'm doing a story about this and hope I can have a comment from you about when the Potrero bathrooms  will be fixed
and what plans are in the works for adding ADA bathrooms at the Rec Center, which was constructed in the 1950s.

I'm including a photo of the bathrooms at Potrero that are closed and two photos of the current bathroom at the Rec
Center (you'll notice that someone in a wheelchair cannot fit through the door to get to a stall.  

Thanks.

Sue Pascoe
Editor
Circling the News 

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

VC No. 9429

http://www.laparks.org/


7/19/23, 7:20 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Violation of city charter

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 1/2

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Violation of city charter
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Jul 19, 2023 at 7:19 AM
To: 

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the Commissioners.

On Wed, Jul 19, 2023 at 6:16 AM < > wrote:
﻿Dear RAP Commissioners:

Yesterday morning ( 7/18/23) Hollywoodland neighbors reported a large advertising balloon in the Hollywoodland addition (HGP) of the Lake Hollywood Park located between Canyon
Lake and Mulholland Hwy.  

Per LA City Charter this type of use is prohibited.  Please share if this use was authorized and if the Hollywood Chamber received a servicemark fee.  Please explain why city charter
regulations were not followed.

Below are the charter regulations.  Please advise  your department of these regulations.  Thank you.

1. SEC. 28.11. CAPTIVE BALLOONS AND SIMILAR DEVICES.
Los Angeles, CA Los Angeles Municipal Code

...CAPTIVE BALLOONS  AND SIMILAR DEVICES. (Amended by Ord. No. 173,944, Eff. 6/18/01.) It shall be unlawful to permit a balloon  or similar device
which floats  in   the  air and is restrained, attached or held  in  place by a cord, rope, cable or similar means, to float, ascend, rise or remain aloft at a
vertical height of five feet or more above  the  surface of  the  ground measured to  the  highest point of  the  balloon  or similar device.

2. 

1. SEC. 63.44. REGULATIONS AFFECTING PARK AND RECREATION AREAS.
Los Angeles, CA Los Angeles Municipal Code

...No person shall land, release, take off or fly any balloon , except children toy balloons  not inflated with any flammable material, helicopter, parakite,
hang glider, aircraft or powered models thereof, except in areas specifically set aside therefor. 9. No person shall engage in any voluntary parachute
jump. 10.

VC No. 9430

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-128218
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-159459


7/19/23, 7:20 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Violation of city charter

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 2/2

...Bulky Items, Tents and Storage of Personal Property in Parks . (Added by Ord. No. 183,761, Eff. 7/18/15.) (a) Declaration of Legislative Intent –
Purpose. Parks  should be accessible and available to residents and the public at large for their intended  recreational  uses. Bringing bulky items into
a Park  and the unauthorized use of a Park  for the storage of personal property interferes with the rights of other members of the public to use Parks  for
their intended purposes and can create a public health or safety hazard that adversely affects the Park  and those who use the Park  for  recreational  
activities. 
...Houston Park  O'Melveny Park  Orcas/Gabrieleno Equestrian Park  Orcutt Ranch Horticultural Center Oro Vista Park  Palisades Park  
Palisades Recreation  Center Palisades Slide Area Palisades-Asilomar Park  Pasko Park  Peck Park  Pilsn Property Porter Ranch Park  Porter
Ridge ParkPotrero Canyon Park  Pueblo de Rio Park  Rena Park  Reseda/Rinaldi Park  Richard Alatorre Park  Rivas Canyon Park  Roger
Jessup Park  Roosevelt Golf Course Runyon Canyon Rustic Canyon San Vicente Mountain Park  Santa Ynez Canyon Sepulveda Basin Recreation  Area
Serrania Ave ParkShadow Ranch Recreation  Center Stetson Ranch Equestrian Park  Stoney Point Park  Sullivan Canyon Park  Taxco
Trails Park  Temescal Canyon Park  The Homestead Acre/ Tregnan Golf Academy Vanalden Park  Verdugo Mountain Park  Via De Las
Olas Park  Viking Park  Villa Cabrini ParkWarner Center Park  Wattles Garden Park  West Hills Park  White's Point Nature , Wilacre Park  Wilbur-
Tampa Park  Wilder's Addition (Point Fermin Park ) Wilson/Harding Municipal Golf Course Woodbine Park  Woodland Hills Park  

Sent from my iPad

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/20/23, 2:46 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: 3100 Wilshire - Letter to RAP Board

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or-uaMQ58MEzjuzOhyzVyZrcuuGIPhxh4NH6Kv94PTfOBHh2/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthi… 1/2

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: 3100 Wilshire - Letter to RAP Board
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Thu, Jul 20, 2023 at 2:45 PM
To: 

Good afternoon,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Jul 19, 2023 at 4:15 PM < > wrote:

Good afternoon, please see attached letter related to the above-referenced item on tomorrows agenda.

 Thank you, Juli Ramirez

Juli S. Ramirez

Legal Secretary

LATHAM & WATKINS LLP

355 South Grand Avenue, Suite 100

Los Angeles, CA 90071-1560

Direct Dial: +1.213.891.8189

Email: juli.ramirez@lw.com

https://www.lw.com

_________________________________

This email may contain material that is confidential, privileged and/or attorney work product for the sole use of the
intended recipient.  Any review, disclosure, reliance or distribution by others or forwarding without express permission is
strictly prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and delete all copies including any
attachments.

Latham & Watkins LLP or any of its affiliates may monitor electronic communications sent or received by our networks
in order to protect our business and verify compliance with our policies and relevant legal requirements. Any personal
information contained or referred to within this electronic communication will be processed in accordance with the firm's
privacy notices and Global Privacy Standards available at www.lw.com.

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

VC No. 9432

mailto://juli.ramirez@lw.com
https://www.lw.com/
http://www.lw.com/
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July 19, 2023 
 

VIA EMAIL 

Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners 
221 N. Figueroa Street Suite 350 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
 
 Re: 3100 Wilshire – VTT-83914 (Agenda Item 6 – Case No. 23-134) 
 
Dear President Simril and Honorable Commissioners: 
 
 On behalf of Crescent Heights and 3100 Wilshire, LLC (the “Applicant”), we look 
forward to your consideration of the staff recommendation related to Vesting Tentative Tract No. 
VTT-83914 for a new infill residential building at Wilshire and Westmoreland Avenue, across 
from the historic former Bullock’s Wilshire building, now Southwestern Law School.  Our 
client’s Project located at 3100 West Wilshire Boulevard (the “Project Site”) also honors and 
incorporates an existing building on the corner of Wilshire and Westmoreland Avenue in order to 
create 297 new housing units, including 33 restricted affordable units, associated open space and 
residential amenities, and approximately 7,110 square feet of community-serving restaurant and 
retail space.  The Project’s design goals include both preserving the existing building on the site 
and complementing the historic Bullocks Wilshire Building located across Westmoreland 
Avenue, while maximizing the site’s ability to provide housing units.  (See attached rendering).    
Given these goals to preserve historic elements and Wilshire streetscape while producing 
housing, no land on the Project site is available for dedication. 
 

 The staff recommendation notes that, after exemptions for affordable housing units, the 
Project could generate over $4.4 million in Quimby fees through in-lieu payments, and that there 
are at least four parks within a half-mile of the Project Site, including Robert F. Kennedy 
Inspiration Park, Shatto Park Recreation Center, Lafayette Park, and Francis Avenue Community 
Garden.  (See attached map.)  We respectfully propose that the Project’s in-lieu Quimby fees 
would be best used for the purpose of improving these or other parks in the vicinity, rather than 
requiring the Project to dedicate land, either on-site or off-site, for park purposes or provide a 
combination of dedication and in-lieu fees.  Without in-lieu fees, based on the number of housing 
units proposed, the Project could be required to dedicate up to 2.15 acres of land – almost three 
times the area of the entire Project Site.  Given the existing parks near the Project, the proposed 
condition requiring the dedication of land is not necessary to serve the community where the 
Project is being built, is inconsistent with the City’s Housing Element encouraging provision of 
additional housing units, and would make this needed housing project infeasible.  We 
respectfully request that the Board modify this recommendation to allow the Project to meet its 



July 19, 2023 
Page 2 

 

 
US-DOCS\143649626 

obligations under Los Angeles Municipal Code (“LAMC”) Section 12.33 by paying only in-lieu 
fees. 

 
Though we inquired of staff if there are specific parcels in the vicinity that the City is 

seeking to acquire for park purposes, no such properties were identified.  Moreover, as noted 
above, there is no finding from staff that this area is park-poor or that there are no improvements 
to existing parks where the in-lieu fee payment could be utilized.  Of course, the in-lieu fee 
payment can be utilized as needed.  Given the Project’s location, the Applicant would likely be 
unable to acquire a property within the specified radius of the Project Site that meets RAP’s 
minimum requirements for dedication.  As such, the ordinance’s goal of creating new park land 
is better fulfilled through the payment of fees, which can be aggregated with other such 
payments to make meaningful improvements for parks.  Additionally, with the use of nearby 
transit options, the A Line is one block west of the Project, residents will have access to regional 
parks across the City and County.  Dedication of park space should not be required. 

 
A. Applicant Background, Project Design, and Requested Entitlements  

Founded in the Los Angeles area over thirty-five years ago, Crescent Heights 
successfully develops and manages architecturally distinctive urban high-rises in major cities 
across the United States.  Recent Los Angeles highlights include the recently-approved 1045 
Olive Street project in the heart of Downtown Los Angeles and the Palladium Residences 
adjacent to the historic Hollywood Palladium, which Crescent Heights landmarked in 
cooperation with community leaders.  Additionally, Crescent Heights developed Ten Thousand 
on Santa Monica Boulevard, adjacent to Century City.  The 3100 Wilshire Project will similarly 
bring a thoughtfully designed, well-situated housing development to a prime transit-oriented 
location. 

 
The Project will site nearly 300 new units, including 33 units reserved for Extremely Low 

Income households, on an approximately 0.75-acre site located in the heart of the transit-rich 
Koreatown neighborhood.  In addition to the new residential uses, the Project includes 7,110 
square feet of commercial uses (restaurant / retail) with two outdoor dining areas along the 
Wilshire Boulevard frontage and one outdoor dining area along the Westmoreland Avenue 
frontage.  The proposed commercial uses include a 2,080 square foot ground floor space fronting 
Wilshire Boulevard and a two-level 5,030 square foot commercial space located at the corner of 
Wilshire Boulevard and Westmoreland Avenue (consisting of 3,030 square feet at ground level 
and 2,000 square feet at mezzanine level).   

 
The Project will include a total of 24,244 square feet of Open Space including an outdoor 

pool and 6,888 square foot amenity deck on Level 33, another outdoor pool and 5,012 square 
foot amenity deck on Level 8, a 533 square foot outdoor amenity deck and 6,061 square feet of 
indoor recreation areas on Level 3 and 5,750 square feet of private open space (115 residential 
balconies).  In addition to the LAMC compliant Open Space areas, the Applicant is proposing 
additional common open space areas on Levels 3, 8, 9 and 33 consisting of outdoor and indoor 
amenity decks.   
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The Project is designed to complement the existing, historic structures nearby, including 
the existing low-rise building on the corner of Wilshire Boulevard and Westmoreland Avenue as 
well as the Bullocks Wilshire building across Westmoreland.  The Project will preserve the 
existing façade and historic portions of the existing building at the corner, repurposing those 
spaces for retail, restaurant, and resident amenities.  The Project’s tower has been set back from 
Wilshire and positioned to complement the historic Bullocks Wilshire tower, which is now 
owned and occupied by Southwestern Law School.  The Applicant’s architects have taken great 
care to ensure that the Project has a modern, streamlined design that will accent and complement 
the existing nearby historic resources, while maximizing development of new housing on the 
Project Site.   
 

The Project utilizes the City’s Transit Oriented Communities (“TOC”) Program to 
provide much-needed housing near existing transit, consistent with the City’s aggressive housing 
production goals.  Specifically, the Project site is located within the TOC Affordable Housing 
Incentive Area Tier 4, the highest tier, because it is located within close proximity of a Metro 
Rail station that intersects with other public transit lines.  (TOC Guidelines, p. 5.)  As such, the 
Project site is provided a variety of incentives under the TOC Program, including increased 
residential density and floor area, to encourage the siting of new housing near high-quality public 
transit.  (Id. at pp. 5-13.)   

 
Because the Project is fully consistent with the TOC Program and other relevant zoning 

and land use requirements, no legislative actions or approvals are required to authorize the 
Project.  The Applicant is requesting a Site Plan Review to authorize the development of more 
than 50 new residential units.  Additionally, the Applicant is applying for a Vesting Tentative 
Tract Map to merge and resubdivide the existing parcels into one ground lot and seven airspace 
lots with 297 residential units and two commercial condominiums.     
 

B. Recreation and Parks Recommendation 

Members of the Applicant’s team met with RAP staff on December 12, 2022, to discuss 
the Project and RAP staff’s recommendation to this Board.  In that meeting staff indicated that 
they would recommend that the Project be subject to a land dedication requirement or a 
combination of land dedication and payment of in-lieu fees.  In that discussion, the Applicant 
team confirmed to staff that there is no available land on the Project Site for dedication and that 
the Applicant does not own any other land in the area for an off-site dedication.  Nevertheless, 
RAP staff published their recommendation letter on December 16, 2022, noting that staff 
intended to recommend the dedication of land or a combination of land dedication and in-lieu fee 
payment as a condition of approval for the requested Vesting Tentative Tract Map.   

 
The Applicant’s team subsequently followed up with RAP staff to ask for assistance in 

identifying potential off-site locations for land dedication in the proximity of the Project site.  
RAP staff informed the Applicant that RAP has not identified any parcels suitable for parks in 
the area and instead provided a list of criteria used by RAP when evaluating land acquisitions 
and dedications.   
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While the Applicant fully supports RAP’s goal of increasing park space available to 

residents across the City, requiring land dedication for an urban infill project with historic 
considerations and adjacent to transit represents an unnecessary barrier to this proposed 
development of much-needed housing.  Requiring on-site dedication would make the Project 
economically infeasible, as there is insufficient area to dedicate land for parks purposes and still 
develop an efficient housing project.  Similarly, the Applicant believes that the cost and time 
associated with that search and acquisition would jeopardize the financial viability of the Project.  
The uncertainty associated with requiring either on-site or off-site dedication, particularly in this 
development climate, would significantly impact the feasibility of this vitally needed housing 
Project.      

 
In contrast, the payment of in-lieu fees would allow the Project to support the 

development of new park land while providing the Applicant with additional certainty associated 
with the costs to meet the Project’s obligations.  This would also allow the Applicant to focus 
resources on the development of new housing across the City, including the new units proposed 
at the Project Site.      

 
We respectfully request that the Board recommend to the Advisory Agency that the 

Project pay in-lieu fees instead of requiring either on- or off-site land dedication to comply with 
the Applicant’s obligations under LAMC 12.33. 

 
    We look forward to your consideration of the Project at your July 20, 2023 hearing. 
 
    
      Very truly yours,  
       
 
 
      Benjamin J. Hanelin 
      of LATHAM & WATKINS LLP 
 
 

cc: Elliott Kahn, Crescent Heights 
 Adam Tartakovsky, Crescent Heights 
 Lucinda Starrett, Esq. 
 Lauren Glaser, Esq. 
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: 12" Dead space on RAP Land that must be cleared
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Jul 24, 2023 at 7:44 AM
To: " " < >
Cc: Kristen Ly <kristen.ly@lacity.org>, "felice.chen@lacity.org" <felice.chen@lacity.org>, Darryl Ford <darryl.ford@lacity.org>, Cid Macaraeg
<cid.macaraeg@lacity.org>, Robert Buenrostro <robert.buenrostro@lacity.org>, Jasmine Dowlatshahi <jasmine.dowl@lacity.org>, Potrero
< >, Maryam Zar < >, Pacpalicc Info < >, Chris Spitz < >,
"clousimon@aol.com" < >, John Alle < >, Warren Sutton <warren.sutton@lacity.org>, David Card
< >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the Commissioners.

On Fri, Jul 21, 2023 at 3:51 PM  < > wrote:
All,

I hope you are doing well and enjoying the summer! Many of you on this email are aware about my concern regarding the dead
space between my property wall and the City's black 4' chain link fence because I have been emailing with you for over 4 years.
As I predicted and expressed, tall weeds have grown in this space, and it is a fire hazard. The dead space directly outside my
property line extends approximately 180 feet, so it is a very large area.

I asked Felice Chen, Cid Macaraeg, Pedro Garcia, Kristen Ly, Daryl Ford and more, if they would place the fence right up
against my property wall. I asked if that was not possible, to place it 2' away so someone could get in to maintain the area.
Neither happened, so no one is able to get in there to clear it. I spoke to the terrific Waste Unlimited crew that was clearing
outside the 4' fence, who tried to clear the space, but they were unable to get in there. They suggested that the City move the
fence in order to gain access to clear the weeds. 

I maintained this space myself for years while the temporary fence was up during construction. I paid someone a few months
ago to pull the weeds out by hand, but I will not do that again. It has been established that this is City/RAP land, and not
mine (the City did the survey and put the stakes right up against my walls), and Pedro, Lisa, Kristin and Felice all
acknowledged this.

The Fire Department required RAP to clear the brush within 200 feet of any structures. This is about 30 feet from my structure
on 2 sides of my home (approximately 180 feet long). The City/RAP were cited for not clearing this back in April, and I assume if
they continue to ignore this issue, then they will be cited again and again until this area is cleared. This is a design flaw, which
those in charge ignored, and should be the City's responsibility to rectify this issue, not RAP's who is responsible for clearing
these impossible spaces.

In June 2019, Lisa Cahill said, "Our office is very concerned about the space being maintain in between the two fences
and any potential resulting issues." 

In October 2019, Pedro Garcia said, ""My apologies for causing confusion about the location of the fence. The draft plans call for the fence to be
installed within 1-ft of the property line, however after further consideration to eliminate the maintenance issue within that 1-ft, we intend to install the
fence at the property line and will make this revision on the final plans."

After the fences were installed 9"-12" away from our property lines, Kristen Ly told me that because of the size of the
cement footings, they were unable to put the fence up to my property line, so they put it 9"-12" away. The plans called for
the fence to go up to my property line, but the City chose to use cement footings that could not go flush up against our retaining
walls.

This is a problem throughout the canyon, and not just outside my property. In fact, the houses to the left of me on Friends and
Earlham have much bigger spaces that were not cleared by Waste Unlimited because the City placed their black 4' fence so far
from their property line (probably because of the slope), and the City did not tell Waste Unlimited to clear it.

Attached are current photos I took of the areas near my property, my neighbor's property (weeds are over 10 feet tall), and
other rim resident's properties on Sunday, after the crews were finished clearing. There are more properties with this issue, but I
did not photograph them all.

The only solution I see is to move the fence back 2' from my property wall, or figure out a different way to secure the fence right
up to my property line so there is no space between for weeds to grow. If the City/RAP continues to ignore this issue, I assume
the LAFD will continue to cite them. I copied Warren Sutton, who is already aware of this issue.

To provide more context, below is the history of my correspondence with the City over the past 4 years, during the planning
phase. I attempted to get ahead of it to avoid this situation. 

VC No. 9432
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Thank you for your help with this issue. Take care,

Brooke Klein

 On May 31, 2019, at 12:36 PM, Brooke > wrote:
>>>> 
>>>> Hi Felice,
>>>> 
>>>> Potrero Canyon residents and I are concerned about the 1’ space between our properties and the park once the
permanent fence is installed. Some residents are copied on this email. We assume the city is responsible for maintaining that
area (it is already overgrown and will become a fire hazard). If so, please let us know the exact maintenance plan and schedule.
Thank you,
>>>> 
>>>> Brooke

Brooke < >
To:Lisa Cahill
Cc:Finn-Olaf Jones,Pedro Garcia

Mon, Jun 17, 2019 at 1:03 PM

"Another concern I have is about the dead space between our property line and the temporary/permanent fence. I emailed
Pedro two weeks ago asking who was going to maintain this area as it is an eyesore and a fire hazard.  I did not get a response
then the city crew came on Saturday and maintained the area inside the temporary fence but did not maintain the area between
the two fences. Summer is here and this will be ugly dead weeds before we know it. This is a big problem."

On Mon, Jun 17, 2019 at 2:26 PM Lisa Cahill <lisa.cahill@lacity.org> wrote:

We have also discussed the placement of the fences, both the construction fence and any final park
fencing.  Our office is very concerned about the space being maintain in between the two fences and
any potential resulting issues.  Pedro, is it possible to address this space and maintain it better?  

On Mon, Sep 30, 2019 at 10:09 AM < > wrote:

Hi Lisa, Pedro, Cid and Felice,

Who will maintain the 1' space between our fence and the city's fence and how often?

 Lisa replied on October 8, 2019:

"If a fence is installed, it will be on the city's property line.  Maintenance will be as it is with any other, in that each owner will maintain their own
property."

On October 8, 2019, Pedro Garcia Wrote:

"My apologies for causing confusion about the location of the fence. The draft plans call for the fence to be installed within 1-ft of the property
line, however after further consideration to eliminate the maintenance issue within that 1-ft, we intend to install the fence at the property line
and will make this revision on the final plans."

On Wed, Dec 8, 2021 at 1:37 PM < > wrote:

Hi Pedro,

It looks like there is a dead space between our wall and the new fence, as we discussed before. It's not big enough for a
person to get in with a weed whacker like we have been doing with the temporary fence so I'm not sure how to maintain
that space. It's on city property, not ours. The weeds grow up really high.

Brooke Klein  >
To:Felice Chen
Cc:Darryl Ford,Rick Tonthat,Kristen Ly

Fri, Apr 14 at 12:15 PM

"As you know, they will be clearing the brush to 200 feet from our structures. How do you plan on
clearing the 9” of City land between the City fence and our retaining wall and fence? As you know, I
asked years ago to make that space 2’ wide so we could clear it (which we did the entire time the
temporary fence was up), or put the fence right up to our wall so there was no dead space, but that
did not happen :( "

Brooke Klein  >
To:felice.chen@lacity.org

mailto:lisa.cahill@lacity.org
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Cc:darryl.ford@lacity.org,rick.tonthat@lacity.org,kristen.ly@lacity.org,michael.amster@
lacity.org,

Wed, May 24 at 6:30 PM

Hi All,

I am following up on an email I sent over a month and a half ago to Kristin, Daryl, Rick and Felice, and
I still have not received a response. I added Maryam Zar and Michael Amster. Hopefully you can help
me!

The City placed their black 4 foot fence 9” away from our wall, so I am not able to get in to maintain
the brush in that space, and I don’t believe the City workers are able to get in that space with their
weed whackers. For years, I emailed back and forth with Pedro Garcia (former project manager) and
Kristin Ly (present project manager) and asked them to work with me to prevent a dead space
between my property wall and their 4’ fence. I asked them to either put their fence right up to our wall,
or to put it 2 feet away so either the City, or I could get in to clear the heavy brush. The temporary
fence was placed 2 feet away from my wall, so I bought a weed whacker and maintained that space
for the City for years because they were unable to get in to clear their own land, and it was a fire
hazard. 

Please explain to me how this brush will be cleared to comply with the fire department’s requirements.
Warren Sutton told me the City was already cited for not clearing the brush by their recent deadline. I
have already asked many times, but am asking again…please do not use toxic pesticides. The brush
is getting brown and dry, and the dead space, which is on City property, is about 180 feet long
around my house. I have attached photos.

7/21/2023
I still have not received a response.

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

mailto:kristen.ly@lacity.org
http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: 12" Dead space on RAP Land that must be cleared
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Jul 24, 2023 at 8:21 AM
To: Chris Spitz < >
Cc: " " < >, Kristen Ly <kristen.ly@lacity.org>, "felice.chen@lacity.org" <felice.chen@lacity.org>, Darryl Ford
<darryl.ford@lacity.org>, Cid Macaraeg <cid.macaraeg@lacity.org>, Robert Buenrostro <robert.buenrostro@lacity.org>, Jasmine Dowlatshahi
<jasmine.dowl@lacity.org>, Potrero < >, Maryam Zar < >, Pacpalicc Info < >,
" " >, John Alle < >, Warren Sutton <warren.sutton@lacity.org>, David Card
< >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the Commissioners.

On Fri, Jul 21, 2023 at 7:34 PM Chris Spitz < > wrote:
Thank you Brooke.

The continued existence of this brush presents a fire risk not simply for the homeowners involved. but for the entire neighborhood.  In light
of the circumstances, including the apparent prior City survey and previous acknowledgement by City representatives that these areas
between the homeowner's fence and the City fence are Park property, I request that the City take steps as soon as possible to rectify this
unfortunate (and hazardous) situation and to make whatever arrangements are necessary (whether hand pulling brush or moving the City
fence) for brush clearance to occur in this area around Brooke's home and around any other homes where the same conditions are
present. 

Thank you.

Chris Spitz

From:  < >
Sent: Friday, July 21, 2023 3:49 PM
To:  < >; Kristen Ly <kristen.ly@lacity.org>; felice.chen@lacity.org <felice.chen@lacity.org>; Darryl Ford
<darryl.ford@lacity.org>; Cid Macaraeg <cid.macaraeg@lacity.org>; rap.commissioners@lacity.org <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>; Robert
Buenrostro <robert.buenrostro@lacity.org>; Jasmine Dowlatshahi <jasmine.dowl@lacity.org>; Potrero < >; Maryam Zar
< >; Pacpalicc Info < >; Chris Spitz < >; 
< >; John Alle < >; Warren Sutton <warren.sutton@lacity.org>; David Card
< >
Subject: 12" Dead space on RAP Land that must be cleared

All,

I hope you are doing well and enjoying the summer! Many of you on this email are aware about my concern regarding the dead
space between my property wall and the City's black 4' chain link fence because I have been emailing with you for over 4 years.
As I predicted and expressed, tall weeds have grown in this space, and it is a fire hazard. The dead space directly outside my
property line extends approximately 180 feet, so it is a very large area.

I asked Felice Chen, Cid Macaraeg, Pedro Garcia, Kristen Ly, Daryl Ford and more, if they would place the fence right up
against my property wall. I asked if that was not possible, to place it 2' away so someone could get in to maintain the area.
Neither happened, so no one is able to get in there to clear it. I spoke to the terrific Waste Unlimited crew that was clearing
outside the 4' fence, who tried to clear the space, but they were unable to get in there. They suggested that the City move the
fence in order to gain access to clear the weeds. 

I maintained this space myself for years while the temporary fence was up during construction. I paid someone a few months
ago to pull the weeds out by hand, but I will not do that again. It has been established that this is City/RAP land, and not
mine (the City did the survey and put the stakes right up against my walls), and Pedro, Lisa, Kristin and Felice all
acknowledged this.

The Fire Department required RAP to clear the brush within 200 feet of any structures. This is about 30 feet from my structure
on 2 sides of my home (approximately 180 feet long). The City/RAP were cited for not clearing this back in April, and I assume if
they continue to ignore this issue, then they will be cited again and again until this area is cleared. This is a design flaw, which
those in charge ignored, and should be the City's responsibility to rectify this issue, not RAP's who is responsible for clearing
these impossible spaces.

In June 2019, Lisa Cahill said, "Our office is very concerned about the space being maintain in between the two fences
and any potential resulting issues." 

VC No. 9432a
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Thank you and welcome from Pacific Palisades
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Jul 24, 2023 at 7:29 AM
To: Maryam Zar < >
Cc: Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Cathie Domingo <cathie.santodomingo@lacity.org>, Sonya Young-Jimenez
<sonya.young-jimenez@lacity.org>, Jasmine Dowlatshahi <jasmine.dowl@lacity.org>, Andy Starrels
< >, PPCC PPCC < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Fri, Jul 21, 2023 at 6:31 PM Maryam Zar < > wrote:
Dear Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners President Renata Simril, Vice President Luis Sanchez, and
Commissioners Fiona Hutton, Marie Lloyd and Benny Tran,

It was a pleasure for Dave Card, Julie Silliman and I to join you on Thursday to welcome you to this valuable
Commission and to introduce ourselves and our community of Pacific Palisades.

Our Geography: As you may know, we are the western-most point of LA City, lodged between the SM
Mountains and the Pacific Ocean traveling west, and the cities of Santa Monica and Malibu traveling north. We
have sparse routes of ingress and egress with very high fire severity zone hillside streets and bluffs throughout
our community.  All the while, we serve Angelenos from everywhere for leisure stops at our beaches and hiking
trails. We are proud to be an LA gem and eager to protect and preserve this wonderful enclave for all to enjoy.

Homelessness solutions: Years ago, we identified a growing homeless community on our beaches and bluffs.
We swiftly formed the Pacific Palisades Task Force on Homelessness (for which I served as founding Chair)
under the authority of our Pacific Palisades Community Council (for which I currently Chair and Dave serves as
Chair Emeritus), and effectively interfaced with the our homeless population to help house many, offer services
to most, and effectively reduce the the problem in our environs with an ongoing positive solution. 

Public/Private Parternships: We continue to be a proactive community that is committed to public/private
partnerships to solve issues that arise.  Most recently, we have formed a committee to address the issues that
arise from the vast 45 acre, unattended George Wolfberg Park at Potrero Canyon (GWPPC), which opened on
December 10, 2022, and is a passive park which opens at sunrise and closes at sundown (per city ordinance). 
Among the issues we are addressing are proper signage to inform people of the uses that are allowed in this
unique open space, and notice park goers of the foundations of the Park and its place in our community, not
just as a recreation space but a historic land with a great contributions to Los Angeles. These signs are crucial
and some have been submitted to your fine Commission for approval.

George Wolfberg Park at Potrero Canyon: Featuring walking trails alongside a natural riparian habitat and
breathtaking ocean vistas, Potrero Canyon Park was developed through a unique public/private partnership
over the course of decades. The effort has culminated in an exceptional open space for all to enjoy! The Park
is overseen at present by our (small by comparison and sparsely staffed) Palisades Recreation Center. The Sr.
Director, Jasmine Dowlatshahi, is an exceptional leader and has managed both Parks since the addition of
GWPPC in December. The Palisades Rec Center itself is in dire need of new ADA compliant bathrooms and
playground, while Potrero Canyon Park will soon embark upon fulfilling the required coastal access that the CA
Coastal Commission has required.

An Invitation: As we look ahead, we’d like to invite you to come to the Palisades and become familiar with our
community. We would welcome an opportunity to host you at the George Wolfberg Park at Potrero Canyon and
to offer you our Rec Center’s large gymnasium for a Commission meeting, anytime this year.

Please let us know when you might be interested.

VC No. 9433
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Thank you and best, 
Maryam Zar
Pacific Palisades Community Council (PPCC) President
Park Advisory Board (PAB) Secretary

(Sample of GWPPC signs approved by our community, attached)

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Enjoy your visit !
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Changes proposed to the Rules sign 
 



 

Notes re suggested revisions to existing RAP sign: 
 
1)     Delete: “No blocking pathways,” etc. – the cited LAMC provision has been suspended. 

         Add:  “No firearms or fireworks” (with citation to LAMC 63.44.B.21). 

         That section provides: 

         63.44.B.21: 

         “No person shall carry or discharge any firearms, firecrackers, fireworks, rockets, model     

         rockets, torpedoes, airgun or slingshot.” 

 

2)     Delete:  “except on approved portable stoves or hearths” – there are no approved portable 

         stoves or hearths in Potrero. 

         Add:   Additional citation to LAMC 63.44.P.1. 

         That section provides:  

         64.44.P.1 – 

         “P.   Within the limit of any park designated by this subsection as being in a high fire hazard zone   
         and between April 1 and November 1 of each year: 
         1.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, no person shall light, ignite, set fire to,   
         or burn any substance, or maintain an open flame of any kind for any purpose, including but         
         not limited to cooking and barbecuing, except in areas specifically designated and posted to    
         allow open flames.” 
 

[Note also:  “Potrero Canyon Park” is designated under LAMC 63.44.P.3 as one of the LA parks located 
in a “high fire hazard zone.”] 
           

3)     Delete:  “No events may extend into tree,” etc. – citation unknown, no such LAMC provision.   

        Add:  “No motorized vehicles,” etc., with additional relevant citations. 

        Those sections provide: 

         63.44.B.16 – 

         “No person shall drive or ride any cycle or vehicle, whether powered by a motor or human    
         power, except on paths, roads or drives designed and provided for such purposes.” 
 

         64.44.B.7 – 

         “No person shall use any area or facility set aside, used, maintained or designated for a    

         specific recreational or park purpose by the Board, Department or Commission, where               

         reasonable notice of such designation or purpose is given by signs posted thereon, for a           

         purpose contrary to or inconsistent with such specific or designated purpose.” 

 

        

 



 
Current Rules sign in the Park now 
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: DTLA Resident Concerns - Pershing Square
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 25, 2023 at 7:22 AM
To: Jen Linck <j

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Jul 24, 2023 at 6:42 PM Jen Linck < > wrote:
Dear Recs & Park Commission,

As a DTLA resident living on the block next to Pershing Square, I’m writing to you about the concerts being held
regularly in Pershing Square. These concerts are problematic for the local residents in a few different ways -

1. First, these concerts are incredibly loud. You cannot have a conversation with anyone while walking down
the street near the park. I have to wear noise cancelling headphones in my own apartment during the concerts.
And I cannot go to sleep until the concert is over, even with white noise turned on. My building is not right on
the park, so I imagine it’s even worse for people in Park Fifth or the Biltmore, for example.

2. Second, the concerts used to end at 11pm and your flyers indicate they will end at 11pm; however, they
don’t actually end until midnight on Saturdays and one concert earlier this year went after midnight. Concerts in
a residential neighborhood should end no later than 11pm, even on a Saturday.

3. Third, Pershing Square is the closest park to me. It’s where I walk my dog. It’s one of very few green
spaces in downtown. But it’s perpetually closed. It’s been closed for all of July, even though your marketing
says it will only close on weekends. And then once the concerts are over, it will be closed for months while you
reseed the grass. As a resident, I have to deal with the noise, the traffic, AND I lose my park for weeks and
months on end. It’s unfair to all of us who have committed to living downtown to help revitalize the area.

While I’m sure it seems like a great idea to have concerts to generate foot traffic which you likely expect will generate
revenue for local businesses, unfortunately I think that’s a short-sighted point of view. What DTLA really needs is more
residents like me. People who live here full time and are regular customers at the restaurants, grocery stores, and other
businesses. People like me who view DTLA as their home. These concerts and the resulting lack of respect for the
residents will only cause people to move away.

Assuming you will not stop having these concerts, I think you could mitigate the pain to residents in a variety of small
ways, including –

· Make sure that the music ends no later than 11pm.
· Bring down the sound levels to where they don’t make apartments nearby shake.
· Invest in other green spaces nearby like the much-neglected Spring Street Park; and find ways to create
new green spaces and shade. (This is good for the environment as well, especially given climate change.)

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Jen - DTLA resident since April 2019

--
Jen Linck

VC No. 9434
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Crestwood Hills Park - South Field Re-Seeding
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Jul 26, 2023 at 8:01 AM
To: Andrew Sachs < >
Cc: Javier Solis <javier.solis@lacity.org>, councilmember.park@lacity.org, Cathie Santo Domingo
<cathie.santodomingo@lacity.org>, rap.partnerships@lacity.org, lamayornews@lacity.org, Mayor.scheduling@lacity.org

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Jul 25, 2023 at 9:15 PM Andrew Sachs < > wrote:
LA Rec & Parks Commissioners, Council Member Park & Mr. Solis,

In March of 2022, I reached out to Mike Shull, the General Manager of LA Recreation and Parks, to address a
maintenance lapse in Crestwood Hills Park.  I received a phone call from Robert Brenda, and action was promised.  I
was told that parts had been ordered and that the sprinkler system would take a few months to be upgraded. Once that
repair was complete, the field would be reseeded.

Unfortunately, nothing has happened to improve the situation since that phone call.  Indeed the condition in the park
has continued to deteriorate due to negligence.  Fence posts go unprepared to the point of being a safety and liability
issue. Trees die and have not been replaced. The lack of shade dries out the grass, most of which is not irrigated.  Any
grass growing in the south field has been replaced by weeds that produce dangerous foxtails. One dog has died, and
another was seriously injured after inhaling fox tails. A similar issue was featured in the LA Times a few days ago.

Every day fewer people use a park that has long been a treasured community asset because it has become an
overheated dustbowl that is dangerous for children and pets.

The baseball field reseeded just a few years ago is already being overtaken by invasive grasses. Gopher holes
abound, which are not only a nuisance but an attraction for rattlesnakes, which nearby signs in the park have long
warned about. 

In short, the negligence in the park is not just a disgrace; our community gathering spot has become a danger and
liability to the neighborhood. My kids had their birthday parties in Crestwood Hills Park when they were young. It was
one of the reasons why we chose to move to the neighborhood.  I would not take them there today, and I fear the
condition of the park will become a drag on property values.  That is a shame, and I beg you to take action and restore
the park to its former glory.  

Sincerely,
-Andrew Sachs

VC No. 9435

https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/story/2023-07-19/kaley-cuoco-dog-foxtail-surgery
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On Mar 7, 2022, at 9:08 AM, Javier Solis <javier.solis@lacity.org> wrote:

Mike,

I will have the Regional Manager assess and follow up.

On Sun, Mar 6, 2022 at 7:00 PM Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org> wrote:
Javier,

Please follow up with this constituent and advise on maintenance status.  Thank you.  

Mike Shull

General Manager

City of Los Angeles, Dept. of Recreation and Parks

michael.a.shull@lacity.org

On Thu, Mar 3, 2022 at 1:15 PM Andrew Sachs < > wrote:
Dear Mr.Shull,

mailto:javier.solis@lacity.org
mailto:michael.a.shull@lacity.org
mailto:michael.a.shull@lacity.org
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I regularly walk my dog and gather with friends in the South or Open Field of Crestwood Hills Park.
Over the past two years, we have noticed that the LA Department of Recreation and Parks has
stopped maintaining this section of the park. The grass has dried up due to broken sprinklers, and
trees that have died have not been replaced. As a result of this lack of care, the South Field has
become a dustbowl with a severe erosion issue developing, which will only worsen over time.

I seek your assistance to correct this maintenance lapse. Please close the field for as long as is
necessary to install new sprinklers, re-seed the South Field of Crestwood Hills Park, and then set a
proper plan to maintain the park. If the work to restore the park can be done in two parts to allow us
to continue to gather in the park, that would be great. If not, please do what is necessary to restore
Crestwood Hills Park to its former glory.

Please note that we have attempted to work with Council Member Bonin's office to rectify this issue,
but they have run into bureaucratic pushback from RAP, blaming the damage to the park on the
people using the park. The claim from RAP is they believe it would not be a worthwhile endeavor to
re-seed a field that dogs have largely damaged only to repeat the cycle and have the field again be
damaged by dogs."

Yet the damage results from sustained mismanagement and not from the community. Members of
the Crestwood Hills community and Brentwood have been gathering in this field for over twenty
years without issue. They walk their dogs, play sports, and otherwise enjoy the field without
significantly damaging it. The problems began as sprinklers stopped working, broken sprinklers were
not repaired, and grass died section by section from lack of water. By the time the sprinklers system
died altogether, our beautiful community resource had been reduced to an eyesore. 

I can tell you that a large group of people who regularly use the park would be happy to get involved
to assist RAP in restoring the field to health. Just tell us what you need, and we will be pleased to roll
up our sleeves and work side by side with RAP to bring our beloved community resource back to
health.

Finally, the erosion issue at the south end of the field should be dealt with now while still
manageable.

I am happy to meet you in the park to discuss.

Best,
-Andrew Sachs

IMG_3565.jpeg 



7/26/23, 8:04 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Crestwood Hills Park - South Field Re-Seeding

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8aj2SqzwRZAfHbkMRHttRFD3vC2q31xq0JBsYll8_rIAxy/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t… 6/7

IMG_3164.jpeg



7/19/23, 12:09 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Griffith Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Jul 19, 2023 at 12:07 PM
To: rita Claessens < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Jul 19, 2023 at 11:43 AM rita Claessens < > wrote:
Dear sirs,

The problems at Griffith Park concerning the poor welfare of the ponies and other “petting” animals was picked up by
the news in Belgium.
I’d like to thank General Manager Jimmy Kim for not renewing the Griffith Park and Pony Rides contract, and for
shutting it down.
I’d like to urge you to push your humane policies forward by replacing the concession with a non-animal model.
Councilmember Paul Koretz, who was Chair of the Animal Welfare Committee said the situation with the Griffith Park
Pony Rides and Petting Zoo was “ not good for the animals.” The conditions were not conducive to their long-term
health and well-being.

•On October 25th, 2022 councilmembers Nithya Raman, Bob Blumenfield, Paul Koretz, and Curren Price submitted a
motion stating that although Stephen Weeks made some improvements, the Griffith Park and Pony Rides continued to
receive complaints of critical measures that did not ensure the well-being of the elderly ponies, such as using them for
rides in 100-degree temperatures. With such knowledge, it is clear that the city cannot reform such industries and
ensure the safety and well being of children riding and interacting with animals, or ensure that an operator is meeting
guidelines that relate to California animal cruelty laws.

•Animal interactions can cause transfer of illness. Petting zoos are hotbeds of E. coli bacteria, and numerous children
have been infected with the potentially deadly bug after visiting such displays. Infections can spread through direct
animal contact or mere touching of the surroundings near an animal exhibit.

•Pony rides, and any animals on display, place the lives of children at risk. In 2018 a child was ejected from a pony,
then her body was dragged. Another child’s body was also dragged in 2021.
Please choose for a non animal model to entertain the public.

With kind regards
Rita Claessens
Belgium

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: ALTERNATIVES TO ANIMAL ABUSE AT GRIFFITH PARK, PLEASE
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 7:53 AM
To: Karen Emanuel < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Jul 15, 2023 at 2:27 PM Karen Emanuel < > wrote:
Hi!  Those ponies have been through enough.  How many times do we have to document substandard care and
abuse?  Let’s switch to a non exploitive, non animal model.

Thank you,

Karen Emanuel

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Animal welfare
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 7:53 AM
To: Suzanne Beaton < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Jul 15, 2023 at 3:01 PM Suzanne Beaton < > wrote:
﻿
: I urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal model. There are
many options to consider that do not involve harming and exploiting animals, including environmental
education programs, recreational activities, and entertainment such as go-karts, obstacle courses, or a
FUNBOX (an inflatable bounce park). Please take a stand for animals and make the compassionate choice. 

Sent from my iPhone

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Bring back the Griffith Park Pony Rides
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 25, 2023 at 7:24 AM
To: Sherry Breskin < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Jul 24, 2023 at 10:07 PM Sherry Breskin < > wrote:

I’m a long time resident of Los Angeles and was birthday gifted a treat at the Pony Rides at about age 7. And now I ride
weekly because of this great experience.  Please let’s get all sides of this challenging discussion together with the new,
Mayor Bass’s Commissioner and get positive discussions going as to how can we re-create a new Pony Rides
experience in this marvelous venue.  So many families use the park for gatherings.  They take advantage of many
opportunities in the park for picnics and when finances allow treat their kids to the real experience.  It’s local, it’s
attractive, it historically relative and can allow for an enjoyable family experience. 
My suggestion is that we add a G P code of conduct to avoid having a sad and disturbing yelling confrontation in the
future.
Sent from my iPhone

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Griffith Park Pony Rides Replacement
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 7:53 AM
To: marisa landsberg 

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Jul 15, 2023 at 7:07 PM marisa landsberg <  wrote:
 I urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal model. There are
many options to consider that do not involve harming and exploiting animals, including environmental
education programs, recreational activities, and entertainment such as go-karts, obstacle courses, or a
FUNBOX (an inflatable bounce park). Please take a stand for animals and make the compassionate choice.

Thank you,
Mrs Marisa Landsberg

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Griffith Park pony rides
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 25, 2023 at 7:20 AM
To: Jett < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Jul 24, 2023 at 6:07 PM Jett < > wrote:

Dear Commissioners,

 

My name is Kim Jett and I am with Animal Defenders International, based here in Los Angeles,
and had called into the meeting on Thursday on behalf of our supporters in LA, but had not been
called on to speak. We would like to extend our thanks to General Manager Jimmy Kim for NOT
renewing the Griffith Park pony rides and petting zoo contract.

 

We respectfully request that no animal attractions are added in its place.

 

There were repeated complaints about the conditions of the animals used at the pony rides and
petting zoo, including lack of proper veterinary care/records, and extreme heat conditions that
the animals were forced to endure, as we are all feeling right now!

 

These events also pose concerns about both children safety and health issues when interacting
with unknown animals.

 

This is a great opportunity to add environmental educational programs, or other outdoor
recreational activities for children and families that do not exploit animals for entertainment.

 

Thank you for your ongoing efforts to protect animals in Los Angeles.

 

Best,

Kim Jett

 

*********
Executive Director
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Jul 19, 2023 at 7:10 AM
To: Amanda Hedgpeth < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 4:55 PM Amanda Hedgpeth < > wrote:
I
urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal model. There 
are many options to consider that do not involve harming and exploiting animals, including 
environmental education programs, recreational activities, and
entertainment such as go-karts, obstacle courses, or a FUNBOX (an inflatable bounce park). Please take 
a stand for animals and make the compassionate choice.

Amanda Turner 

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Important
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 7:59 AM
To: Tammy < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Jul 15, 2023 at 10:08 AM Tammy < > wrote:
I urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal
model. There are many options to consider that do not involve harming and exploiting
animals, including environmental education programs, recreational activities, and
entertainment such as go-karts, obstacle courses, or a FUNBOX (an inflatable bounce
park). Please take a stand for animals and make the compassionate choice. 

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/18/23, 8:30 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: LA City Council File: 21-1457

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: LA City Council File: 21-1457
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 7:58 AM
To: Victoria Miller < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Jul 17, 2023 at 7:46 PM Victoria Miller < > wrote:
To Whom It May Concern,

As a third-generation Angeleno, I am writing to urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo
with a non-animal model. There are many options to consider that do not involve harming and exploiting animals;
including environmental & LA history education programs, recreational activities, and entertainment such as go-karts,
obstacle courses, or a FUNBOX (an inflatable bounce park).

Please take a stand for animals and make the compassionate choice.

Thank you for taking action on this issue, and for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Victoria Miller
Los Angeles, CA

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/24/23, 8:35 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: My Comments on Griffith Park Pony Rides issue.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or-gEVImVpYIrez-snwoUWtOt7IRr1boSX-8MdyBKjMgXYNq/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid… 1/2

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: My Comments on Griffith Park Pony Rides issue.
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Jul 24, 2023 at 7:30 AM
To: Bill Giordano < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Jul 22, 2023 at 11:06 AM Bill Giordano < > wrote:

Dear Commissioners.  Good Morning.  My name is Bill Giordano.  I am a 30
year retired educator.  I live in Santa Barbara, Ca. but take trips to Los
Angeles often and try to always include visits to Griffith Park.  I have been
following the 'tragic plight' of the Griffith Park Ponies and Petting Zoo
through the News and Online.  I'd like to commend General Manager Jimmy
Kim for not renewing the Pony Rides Contract....and for Your support of
that decision.  I would strongly urge Mr. Kim, You the Commissioners, and
the Department of Parks and Recreation to replace the Pony Rides with a
Non-Animal Model!
Finally, I am also a small business owner and fully realize that Mr. Weeks
needs to make a living, like we all do.  I would support him being considered
in the operation of the Non Animal Model that would replace the Pony
Rides....and I know there are many alternatives on the table.

Thankyou for Your Time and Consideration.  Appreciate all that You do!

Sincerely,

Bill Giordano
--
Bill Giordano

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/18/23, 8:27 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: NO animal abuse in Los Angeles!

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: NO animal abuse in Los Angeles!
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 7:51 AM
To: Nic D < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Jul 15, 2023 at 10:16 AM Nic D < > wrote:
I urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal model. There are
many options to consider that do not involve harming and exploiting animals, including environmental
education programs, recreational activities, and entertainment such as go-karts, obstacle courses, or a
FUNBOX (an inflatable bounce park). Please take a stand for animals and make the compassionate choice. 

Dr. Kellen Dunn

Sent from my iPhone

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/18/23, 8:28 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: No animals used for profit.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: No animals used for profit.
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 7:52 AM
To: ron mcgill < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Jul 15, 2023 at 12:11 PM ron mcgill < > wrote:
I urge the department of recreation and the city of Los Angeles to implement a non-animal model in place of the
previous pony rides, that sadly existed in Griffith Park for over 70 years. Bringing children to ride on the backs of elderly
ponies. Only teaches children that it is OK to abuse animals. It is not enrichment. 
If people want to bring their children to interact with animals, there are animal sanctuaries all around Los Angeles,
where children can interact with hundreds of rescued animals living their lives in peace and freedom. 
Animal abuse for profit should absolutely remain a sad footnote, and no longer be practiced in our great city. 

Thank you. 
--
Sent from Gmail Mobile

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/19/23, 7:20 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: No live animals please

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: No live animals please
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Jul 19, 2023 at 7:13 AM
To: Mechelle Bollon < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 9:41 PM Mechelle Bollon < > wrote:
L.A. City,

Please do not allow any other innocent animals to be exploited, neglected and used as objects.  Please replace the
Griffith park and pony ride with a non-animal model that everyone can enjoy without using and harming innocent
animals.

Warm regards,
Mechelle Bollon

from Sheli The Pet Nanny's iPhone

“The Sun Shines on Everyone. It Doesn’t Make Choices.”

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/24/23, 8:30 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: No more animal abuse

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or-gEVImVpYIrez-snwoUWtOt7IRr1boSX-8MdyBKjMgXYNq/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: No more animal abuse
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Jul 24, 2023 at 7:19 AM
To: Anita Liao < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners

On Fri, Jul 21, 2023 at 11:54 AM Anita Liao < > wrote:
Hi,

I urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-
animal model. There are many options to consider that do NOT involve harming and
exploiting animals, including environmental education programs, recreational
activities, and entertainment such as go-karts, obstacle courses, or a FUNBOX (an
inflatable bounce park). Please take a stand for animals and make the
compassionate choice. Animals are not ours to exploit. Thank you.

Best,
Anita

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/19/23, 7:20 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: NON animal model entertainment

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: NON animal model entertainment
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Jul 19, 2023 at 7:13 AM
To: Nazila Mah < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 8:10 PM Nazila Mah < > wrote:
To whom it may concern.

Please bring a non animal model as a form of entertainment and education to the kids at Griffith park. With the global
warming it is more and more unbearable for animal especially with thick coat to be out there in the gorging heat
working. It just doesn't make sense. If you were out there working in that heat, you would know. Right?

Thank you

Concerned citizen

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/18/23, 8:27 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Non animal models for Griffith Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Non animal models for Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 7:51 AM
To: Donna Mo < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Jul 15, 2023 at 11:10 AM Donna Mo < > wrote:
 I urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal model. There are
many options to consider that do not involve harming and exploiting animals, including environmental
education programs, recreational activities, and entertainment such as go-karts, obstacle courses, or a
FUNBOX (an inflatable bounce park). Please take a stand for animals and make the compassionate choice. 
 

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/18/23, 8:28 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: non-animal activity @ Griffith Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: non-animal activity @ Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 7:51 AM
To: Alice and Andy < >
Cc: 

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Jul 15, 2023 at 11:24 AM Alice and Andy < > wrote:
We urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal model. There are many
options to consider that do not involve harming and exploiting animals, including environmental education programs,
recreational activities, and entertainment such as go-karts, obstacle courses, or a FUNBOX (an inflatable bounce park).

Respectfully,
Alice Weston & Andy Kopetzky

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/20/23, 2:55 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: On pony rides at Griffith Park 🚫

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or-uaMQ58MEzjuzOhyzVyZrcuuGIPhxh4NH6Kv94PTfOBHh2/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthi… 1/2

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: On pony rides at Griffith Park 🚫
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Thu, Jul 20, 2023 at 2:51 PM
To: Suzan Alparslan < >

Good afternoon,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Jul 19, 2023 at 11:37 PM Suzan Alparslan < > wrote:
Hello. I am Suzan Alparslan, a Los Angeles voting constituent. Unfortunately, I will not be able to attend the meeting on
7/20 regarding the matter of pony rides in Griffith Patk. The following are things I’ve learned about the operation that
cause me great ethical concerns regarding the wellbeing of the animals, as well as the safety of children. 

•Councilmember Paul Koretz, who was Chair of the Animal Welfare Committee said the situation with 
the Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo was “ not good for the animals.” The conditions were not 
conducive to their long-term health and well-being.
•On October 25th, 2022 council members Nithya Raman, Bob Blumenfield, Paul Koretz, and Curren Price 
submitted a motion stating that although Stephen Weeks made some improvements, the Griffith Park 
and Pony Rides continued to receive complaints of critical measures that did not ensure the well-
being of the elderly ponies, such as using them for rides in 100-degree temperatures. With such 
knowledge, it is clear that the city cannot reform such industries and ensure the safety and well being of 
children riding and interacting with animals, or ensure that an operator is meeting guidelines that relate 
to California animal cruelty laws.
•Animal interactions can cause transfer of illness. Petting zoos are hotbeds of E. coli bacteria, and 
numerous children have been infected with the potentially deadly bug after visiting such displays. 
Infections can spread through direct animal contact or mere touching of the surroundings near an 
animal exhibit.
•Pony rides, and any animals on display, place the lives of children at risk. In 2018 a child was ejected 
from a pony, then her body was dragged. Another child’s body was also dragged in 2021. 

I strongly urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal model.
There are many options to consider that do not involve harming and exploiting animals, including environmental
education programs, recreational activities, and entertainment such as go-karts, obstacle courses, or a FUNBOX (an
inflatable bounce park). Please take a stand for animals and make the compassionate choice.

Thank you, 

Suzan Alparslan 

Sent from Sūz🐈

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012



7/18/23, 8:29 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Forego Live Animals For Entertainment at Griffith Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Forego Live Animals For Entertainment at Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 7:57 AM
To: Alana Crow < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Jul 17, 2023 at 11:23 AM Alana Crow < > wrote:
Hello Griffith Park Decisionmakers:

I am writing to you as a wife, mother, entertainment lawyer, entrepreneur and animal rights activist asking that you
please replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal model. There are many options
to consider that do not involve harming and exploiting animals, including environmental education programs,
recreational activities, and entertainment such as go-karts, obstacle courses, or a FUNBOX (an inflatable bounce park).
Please take a stand for animals and make the compassionate choice. 

The world is counting on your kindness ~ 🐎

Best ~

Alana Crow Esq.

Super Lawyers Top Rated Entertainment Attorney 2024 - 2020
Modern Luxury Angeleno Magazine "Dynamic Women" 2020 & 2017

LA Confidential Magazine "Woman of Influence" 2019

This transmission is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed, and
may contain information that is privileged and confidential.  If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended

recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this information is
unauthorized and prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify me

immediately by telephone 310.569.1651 and return the original message to alana@ac-entlaw.com.

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

mailto:entlaw@alanagcrow.com
http://www.laparks.org/


7/18/23, 8:29 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please make attractions at Griffith Park NON ANIMAL

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please make attractions at Griffith Park NON ANIMAL
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 7:58 AM
To: cynthia lauren < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Jul 17, 2023 at 1:06 PM cynthia lauren < > wrote:
Animals are hurt, abused and neglected when used as props to entertain humans.
There are plenty of things to do without exploiting the most vulnerable among us. 
Please demonstrate your care and compassion and choose entertainment that doesn't hurt, abuse and
kill the kindest among us, the animals
thank you

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/20/23, 2:57 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Stand Up For Animals!

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or-uaMQ58MEzjuzOhyzVyZrcuuGIPhxh4NH6Kv94PTfOBHh2/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthi… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Stand Up For Animals!
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Thu, Jul 20, 2023 at 2:53 PM
To: Andrea Kaye < >

Good afternoon,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Jul 20, 2023 at 12:37 PM Andrea Kaye < > wrote:
 Dear Leaders:

 I have been a constituent living in West Los Angeles for more than 20 years.

 I urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal model.
There are many options to consider that do not involve harming and exploiting animals, including
environmental education programs, recreational activities, and entertainment such as go-karts,
obstacle courses, or a FUNBOX (an inflatable bounce park).

 The progressive approach used now by many companies and recreational facilities, is to choose a
non-animal model.

 Please select the compassionate choice for animals.

 Thank you!

 Andrea Kaye

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/24/23, 8:30 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Ponmy Ridea Griffith Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or-gEVImVpYIrez-snwoUWtOt7IRr1boSX-8MdyBKjMgXYNq/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Ponmy Ridea Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Jul 24, 2023 at 7:24 AM
To: Geraldine Bielke < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Fri, Jul 21, 2023 at 2:21 PM Geraldine Bielke < > wrote:
To whom it may concern,

I urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal activity. There 
are many options to consider that do not involve animals, including environmental education programs, 
recreational activities, and entertainment such as go-karts, obstacle courses, or rock climbing. Please 
take a stand for animals and make a choice that makes the planet for animals a safe place to be. Show 
them compassion as much as you show compassion to human being.

Thank you very much.

Yours sincerely
Geraldine

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/20/23, 2:58 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Pony Rides

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or-uaMQ58MEzjuzOhyzVyZrcuuGIPhxh4NH6Kv94PTfOBHh2/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthi… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Pony Rides
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Thu, Jul 20, 2023 at 2:54 PM
To: Marlene Goodman < >

Good afternoon,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Jul 20, 2023 at 12:57 PM Marlene Goodman < > wrote:
 I urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal model. There are
many options to consider that do not involve harming and exploiting animals, including environmental
education programs, recreational activities, and entertainment such as go-karts, obstacle courses, or a
FUNBOX (an inflatable bounce park). Please take a stand for animals and make the compassionate choice. 

Marlene Goodman

 

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/20/23, 2:56 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Real Ponies at Griffith Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or-uaMQ58MEzjuzOhyzVyZrcuuGIPhxh4NH6Kv94PTfOBHh2/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthi… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Real Ponies at Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Thu, Jul 20, 2023 at 2:52 PM
To: David Soyka < >

Good afternoon,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Jul 20, 2023 at 10:24 AM David Soyka < > wrote:
Hello, I would like to express my support to bring back real live ponies to Griffith Park. As a native
Angelino, I have the fondest memories of the ponies and was lucky enough to bring my daughter there to
ride countless times when she was growing up.

Please don't take this special amenity away from our city. This was an AFFORDABLE park feature that all
could enjoy.

Thank you for the consideration.

Best regards,

David Soyka

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/18/23, 8:29 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Requesting Non-animal model for Griffith park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Requesting Non-animal model for Griffith park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 7:53 AM
To: Ruta Soltanpour <

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Jul 15, 2023 at 5:02 PM Ruta Soltanpour < > wrote:
To whom it may concern,

I urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal model. There are
many options to consider that do not involve harming and exploiting animals, including environmental
education programs, recreational activities, and entertainment such as go-karts, obstacle courses, or a
FUNBOX (an inflatable bounce park). Please take a stand for animals and make the compassionate choice. 

Sincerely,

Ruta Soltanpour 

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/18/23, 8:29 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Stop the pony rides in Griffith Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Stop the pony rides in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 7:58 AM
To: Milo Addica < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Jul 17, 2023 at 1:14 PM Milo Addica < > wrote:
My name is Milo Addica and I used to walk my dog in Griffith Park and would visit the pony rides.  They looked
miserable and had no lust for life. In the heat they would suffer.  Please put and end to this.  Animals are god’s
creatures. 

Sent from my iPhone

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/19/23, 7:20 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: No live animals please

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or8KdlcAfJShPeyovI01Qhhhic2-DtL46Qrkf9OAfXt0Uuea/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thr… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: No live animals please
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Jul 19, 2023 at 7:15 AM
To: Mechelle Bollon < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Jul 18, 2023 at 9:41 PM Mechelle Bollon < > wrote:
L.A. City,

Please do not allow any other innocent animals to be exploited, neglected and used as objects.  Please replace the
Griffith park and pony ride with a non-animal model that everyone can enjoy without using and harming innocent
animals.

Warm regards,
Mechelle Bollon

from Sheli The Pet Nanny's iPhone

“The Sun Shines on Everyone. It Doesn’t Make Choices.”

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


7/20/23, 2:56 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Griffith Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AAW1or-uaMQ58MEzjuzOhyzVyZrcuuGIPhxh4NH6Kv94PTfOBHh2/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthi… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Thu, Jul 20, 2023 at 2:52 PM
To: karen elger < >

Good afternoon,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Jul 20, 2023 at 12:25 PM karen elger < > wrote:

Dear Mr. Kim and Commissioners,

I am writing today to urge you to please move forward with a non animal model for Griffith Park.

Thankyou to Mr. Kim for the humane decision to not renew the Griffith Park and Pony Rides.

The Griffith Park and Pony Rides
Petting Zoo was proof that when animals are used for profit and entertainment they suffer.

The animals were  given proper basic care only when attention was brought to their sad situation.
Four ponies died and no one was even notified.  We still do not know the whereabouts or what happened to 6 missing
ponies.

There is also the issue of public health and safety with petting zoos and pony rides.  Infections
can be spread to children through direct animal contact or touching their surroundings.

Two incidents of children being dragged behind a pony have occurred.

It is not acceptable to bring any animals back to Griffith Park. There are so many other non- animal options.

Thankyou very much for your time.
Karen Elger

Sent from my iPhone

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/



