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Overview

On Wednesday, March 6, 2024, the City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) hosted a
community open house for the Reimagining the Griffith Park Pony Ride Site effort. At the event, RAP
provided an overview of the planning and decision-making process to identify new uses that could be
established at the Pony Ride site. Community members also had opportunities to meet with RAP staff to
ask questions, share their ideas on the future uses of the site through ideas board and prioritization
exercises, take an online survey (there were 35 submittals), and fill out comment cards detailing more input
that the City should consider in its conversations about the future of the site. Approximately 125 community
members participated in the event.

Event Date: Wednesday, March 6, 2024

Location: Friendship Auditorium (3201 Riverside Drive Los Angeles, CA 90027)
Event time: 5:30- 8:30pm
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Key Takeaways from the Community Open House

Prioritization Exercise

Attendees were provided three “dots” they could place on boards listing ideas that were popular from the
prior public input RAP received regarding the most desired uses people would like to see at the site.
Attendees could put all of their dots on one option or split them among various uses they would like to see.

While not intended to be an official vote, the exercise revealed there were two clear standout experiences
that participants at this workshop were most interested in: a) bringing back the pony rides for children and
b) creating sport courts and fields (it should be noted that there was a group of about 6-8 representatives
advocating for new pickleball courts in attendance that night).Other options that people showed almost
equal but lesser interest in were animal-related such as a petting zoo, activities that allow for interactions
with horses where visitors don’t ride the horses (e.g. for mental health therapy and education), and animal
rescues. Non-animal uses such as a community educational programs such as a nature center, a museum
and community gardens with education components also garnered similar interest.

Community members were also able to add to the list of activities as additional options in the prioritization
exercise on a separate board; examples of ideas that were added included roller skating, a bike track, and
goat yoga. Attachment A, Reimagining the Griffith Park Pony Rides Community Open House — Prioritization
Exercise, shows the different options attendees had to choose from and their preferences.
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Ideas Wall

Attendees were given the opportunity to look through a
series of photographs to choose one and provide
comments on what they liked (or disliked) about the image
and what they would like to see at the site. The exercise
was intended to provide a forum for dialogue for the
community’s various interests and provided a platform for
attendees to visualize new uses and better understand the
interests of others in the City.

The following provides a summary of the general
community sentiments shared at this station Detailed
community feedback received on the ideas board can be
found in Attachment B, Reimagining the Griffith Park Pony
Rides Community Open House - Ideas Wall.

- Afun, inclusive, family-friendly, and well-designed
space: Participants commented that the new site
should be fun and inclusive for people of all incomes
and abilities. It should be family-friendly, with an
emphasis for children. It should also be well-thought-
out and properly planned, and the design should be
context-appropriate (e.g. if there are animals, the
space should be designed to provide the most
comfortable environmental for the animals).

- Opportunities to Interact with Nature: Community
members shared that the new use(s) should allow
children to interact with nature and offer nature-type
experiences.

- Water features: Participants selected many photos
with water features such as splash pads and play
equipment with water components.

- Fducational programs: Community members
provided many educational program ideas such as
opportunities for children to learn about the local
wildlife, internships for children to learn to care for
animals, and creating a science center.

- Community programs: People noted that the site

should offer community programs such as group yoga, drawing, art, singing, dancing, gymnastics, and

martial arts.

- Honor native peoples. Participants commented on the cultural value of the land, and their desire to

honor the native people that used space.

- Active recreation facilities. Several participants shared their preference for active recreation facilities
such as pickleball and tennis courts, miniature golf, roller skating rink, and biking trails. Meanwhile, a

handful of community members noted their opposition to those active recreation facilities.

- Advocating for and criticism of pony rides and interactions with animals. Some community members
shared their interest to bring the back the pony rides. Others commented that RAP should have
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activities that allow people to interact with animals such as equine therapy and petting zoo; however,
the animals should have a high standard of care. There were also open house participants that would
like RAP to not offer pony rides or programs/activities that involve ponies or other animal models.

Comment Cards

Community members were also given the opportunity to fill out comment cards to provide additional
information or to elaborate on specific ideas expressed on the ideas boards. RAP received 25 comment
cards at the community open house. General ideas shared through the comment card submittal are briefly
summarized below and the specific comments received can be viewed in Attachment C, Reimagining the
Griffith Park Pony Rides Community Open House Comment Cards.

- Family-friendly and affordable. Several participants wrote that they would like the new activity to
be family-friendly (particularly for children), affordable, engaging and fun, and be available to
community members in different age groups.

- Positive memories of the pony rides. A number of community members shared positive memories
of participating in the pony rides, and they would like future generations to have access to the
activity. The pony rides were affordable and were a unique experience to interact with animals in
the middle of a large city. They expressed their desire for RAP to bring back the activity.

- Desire for a non-animal model. Some participants providing written comments expressed their
concern for the wellbeing of the ponies and the way the ponies were treated at the prior pony
rides. They noted that activities that involve ponies or animals are inhumane, and therefore the
City should not bring back the pony rides.

- Alternate uses. Community members shared many other ideas to reimagine the pony ride site
through non-animal model uses. Examples include water splash parks, community gardens,
pickleball courts, exercise equipment, and nature walkthroughs like the one at Disney California
Adventure.

- Suggestions for managing future uses. A small handful of comment cards were related to the
planning and decision-making processes. These include the request for a transparent decision-
making process on the future use(s) of the site and clarification of existing documents available on
the project website.
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Attachment A:
Reimagine the Griffith Park Pony Rides
Community Workshop-ldeas Board Results
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Attachment B:
Reimagine the Griffith Park Pony Rides
Community Workshop- Ideas Board
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Top: The community provided a wealth of insights about the things that were important to them and the things that they’d
like to see changed through the use of images and notes explaining what features were most appealing to them.

Bottom: There were several comments placed on the Image Board by one individual on behalf of a handful of participants
at the workshop that shared similar interests.. These comments centered around the desire for a non-animal model and
the preference to not see the pony rides return. Uses they preferred included outdoor recreational activities and educational
activities for children such as train rides, picnics, and arts and crafts.
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Ideas Board Details
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Attachment C:
Reimagine the Griffith Park Pony Rides
Community Workshop-Comment Cards
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