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Introduction,   Member Benson acted as Chair and asked Member LaVergne to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Call to Order and Roll Call.  The Chair called the formal meeting to order at approximately 6:40 and called the role of members present as reflected above.

General Public Comments on items not on the agenda. There were several comments, including a description of a horse owner’s experience within the area of the Recent Mountain Fire,  the importance of public appearance at the upcoming Burbank City Council meeting on the Mariposa Project, the need for LAEAC and the public generally to advocate for the preservation of both the equine curriculum and the equestrian center at Pierce College.

Neighborhood Council Comments.  There were none.


Item No.1  Approval of Minutes The Chair called for a discussion of the draft minutes previously circulated for the September 23, 2024 meeting.  After discussion and upon a motion duly made and seconded, the draft minutes were approved.
.
Item No. 2. Certificate of Appreciation  The Chair presented member Watts with a certificate of appreciation for 15 years of service as a member and secretary of the LAEAC.
	       
Presentation concerning historic status of Mariposa Bridge.  The Chair recognized Nori Walla and Emily Gabel Luddy who gave a report on the recent designation of the Mariposa Bridge as an historical site on the National Register of Historic Places on March 24, 2024. The bridge was built in 1939 following devastating flooding earlier in the decade. The flooding resulted in the construction of a flood control channel by Los Angeles County that cut off equestrian access to Griffith Park from Burbank and Glendale. the previous year. With no access to the miles of trails in Griffith Park, a group of local equestrians formed a committee to request an equestrian-pedestrian bridge be built. Among the bridge proponents was the famous cowboy movie star, Gene Autry.
. 

Item No. 3.  Motion, Discussion, and possible action to submit a comment letter to CFI 23-0722 and The Department of Transportation, Members of the City Council, and the Mayor regarding the Los Angeles River Bike Path Phase IV.  The Chair next called for discussion of the draft letter heretofore submitted to the LAEAC and the public commenting upon LADOT’s proposed plan for the Phase IV Bikeway along the Los Angeles River.

The Chair first called for public comments. Public comment on this item included proposed edits to the letter and the observation that LADOT has apparently installed several video cameras in the vicnity of the Mariposa Bridge. 

The Chair explained that LADOT has indicated it will issue a mitigated negative declaration. The draft letter, among other points, states LAEAC’s position that the negative impact of the proposed bikepath project cannot be be reduced to an insignificant level by a fence or barriers.

Since historic sites are relevant under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA requires that the potential impact of a project on historic resources be considered, member Watts suggested adding this to the letter.

After further discussion and upon a motion duly made and seconded it was resolved to amend the letter to include a reference to the Mariposa Bridge's status as a Historic Place on the National Register of Historic Place and as amended, it was further resolved to send the amended letter.
 
Item No. 4. Motion, Discussion, and possible action to submit a comment letter to CFI 21-1457 and The Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners, Members of the City Council, and the Mayor regarding The Placeworks Survey for re-imagining the Griffith Park Pony Rides..The Chair next called for discussion of the draft letter heretofore submitted to the LAEAC and the public commenting upon the pony ride survey conducted by the Department of Recreation and Parks,

There were several public comments in support of re-establishing the Griffith Park pony rides.

After further discussion and upon a motion duly made and seconded it was resolved to amend the letter to include a reference CF 21-1457 and as amended, it was further resolved to send the amended letter.
.
Item No. 5  Committee Member Activity Oral Reports for the period 6/1/2024 to 11/1/2024. This item was tabled.

Item No. 6.  Rim of the Valley Roundtable Report from October 21st.  The Chair gave a summary report concerning the roundtable meeting on October 21, 2024 with members of the public as well as representatives from federal, state and local government agencies.

Item No 7  Motion, Discussion, and possible action to submit a comment letter to CFI 24-0002-S14, Members of the City Council and the Mayor, Members of Congress, and the Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners regarding support for the Rim of the Valley Corridor Preservation Act. (Passed unanimously 11/6/2024 Item #44)
And To authorize members of the LAEAC to request Community Impact Statements (CIS) from Neighborhood Councils in their respective Council Districts.  The Chair next called for discussion of the draft letter supporting efforts to enact the Rim of the Valley Act pending in Congress and to also authorize LAEAC members to request Neighborhood Councils to submit community impact statements supporting the City Council’s resolution the San Gabriel Mountains Protection Act (H.R. 3681 ), the PUBLIC Lands Act (S. 1776), and the Rim of the Valley Corridor Preservation Act (H.R.5881 ), which would increase protections of federal lands and expand their respective boundaries in the Los Angeles region thereby preserving natural resources and wildlife habitats and ensuring access to nature and life-enhancing benefits for all Angelenos. 

After further discussion and upon a motion duly made and seconded it was,
	RESOLVED, LAEAC approves the draft letter of support for the resolution adopted by the City Council on  November 6, 2024 in CF 24-0002-S14  and the Chair is authorized to send the letter; and individual LAEAC members are authorized to contact individual Neighborhood Councils to request Community Impact Statements be filed in support of the foregoing City Council resolution.
	

Item No. 8.  Motion, discussion, and possible action to draft tentative dates for the LAEAC 2025 Meeting Calendar and discuss reserving meeting locations.  The Chair next called for a discussion of the proposed LAEAC regular general meeting dates for 2025. RAP designee Stephanie Smith stressed the importance of informing in advance of request locations for the meetings. Thereafter, following a further brief discussion and upon a motion duly made and seconded, it was
RESOLVED, the following dates for the regular meetings of LAEAC in 2025 are approved: January 27; March 17; June 2; July 28; September 22; and November 17. 

Item No. 9  Motion, discussion, and possible action to create a list of accomplishments for 2024 and set goals for 2025.. This item was tabled.

Item No. 10  Motion, discussion, and possible action to sunset the SB423 Ad Hoc committee in light of the recommendations by State Senator Caroline Menjivar and members of the City Planning Department, South Valley Planners meeting on September 23, 2024.
The Chair noted that the Department of City Planning has advised that SB-423  does not apply to the City of LA.  Given the foregoing advice, no action was taken on this item.
Item #11 Motion, discussion, and possible action to create a new Ad Hoc Committee to explore a recommendation that the City Council introduce a motion creating a comprehensive large animal census to preserve animal-keeping areas and identify concentrations of horses requiring large animal evacuation in case of emergency.  The Chair next called for a discussion forming ad hoc committee composed of LAEAC members only to consider ways to preserve horse-keeping as a permitted use within the city.  The Chair indicated that by limiting committee membership to LAEAC members, the committee could receive public input and conduct its enquiries while not being subject to formal Brown Act requirements.  Following discussion and upon a motion duly made and seconded, it was 
	Resolved that LAEAC shall form an ad hoc committee consisting of LAEAC members only to study ways to preserve horse-keep as a permitted use within the City and to report the committee’s recommendations to the full LAEAC for possible further action. 
Item #12 Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at about 8:30 p.m.  The next meeting will be on January 27, 2025 at a location TBD.
.
Respectfully submitted,


Larry Watts,
Secretary
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