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RECOMMENDATIONS
1.

Approve proposed project changes to the Griffith Park Crystal Springs - New Baseball
Fields (W.O. #E 17011 OB) project (Project) described in the attached Addendum
(Attachment 1) and the City Council Motion adopted on February 2, 2016, Council File
(CF) No. 15-0896 (Attachment 3);

2.

Find that the original Project as analyzed in the previously certified Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) is being changed to reduce its environmental impact and to settle a
lawsuit, and that, based on substantial evidence in the record as a whole, the project
changes do not require preparation of a subsequent or supplemental EIR because none
of the conditions described in the State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Guidelines Section 15162 or Section 15163apply to this case; and,

3.

Authorize the issuance of an Addendum, with the previously certified EIR for the Project,
as the CEQA clearance for the approval of proposed changes to the previously
approved Crystal Springs Baseball Fields project.
4.
Approving Report No. 16-095 does not commit the Department of Recreation and Parks
SUMMARY
to any further action, and any further action will require approval by the Board of
Recreation and Park Commissioners.
ORIGINAL PROJECT
The original Project proposed construction of two (2) new youth baseball fields within the
northern portion of the existing Crystal Springs Picnic Area (Attachment 2, Figure 2-5). The City
prepared an EIR (SCH #2013011012), which analyzed two project alternatives in addition to the
original proposed Project (Attachment 2). Alternative 1B (Attachment 2, Figure 2-6), proposed
that the ballfields be constructed at two different locations within the Crystal Springs Picnic
Area, including the location where the changed Project is proposed for construction. Each
baseball field as originally proposed would have measured 190 feet from home plate to the
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centerfield fence which would be approximately 16 feet high. Each field would have natural
grass and a dirt playing surface, two (2) dugouts, bleachers, outfield and perimeter fencing, and
scoreboards. The original Project also included landscaping and an irrigation system. The
original Project would also eliminate the northeast segment of the access loop driveway around
Crystal Springs Picnic Area, creating two cul-de-sacs at each terminus of the impacted loop
driveway segment. Construction of the northern cul-de-sac would have eliminated five (5)
parking spaces. Additionally, approximately seven (7) picnic tables would have been relocated.
The Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners certified the EIR on April 2, 2014 (Report
No. 14-061). Project opponents appealed the EIR certification to the City Council, which on
August 15, 2014, denied the appeal and concurred with and adopted the Board's action
(Council File No. 14-0588). The certified EIR concluded that the original proposed Project
would result in potentially significant environmental impacts to:
•
•
•
•
•

cultural resources (because of the potential for encountering archaeological and/or
paleontological resources during construction);
construction noise (which could impact receptors at adjacent residential areas);
operational noise (which could impact users in picnic areas and the children's play area);
biological resources (because of potential impacts to nesting birds from tree removal);
and
aesthetics (because of a reduction in visual quality of the picnic area due to tree removal
and the addition of two new baseball fields in place of approximately 4 acres of existing
picnic area.

The City's final project approval adopted six mitigation measures to reduce potentially significant
environmental impacts related to: nesting birds (biological resources) by scheduling construction
outside of the nesting bird season or, if construction is to occur during nesting bird season,
surveys would be conducted to identify any active nests and a buffer zone would be established
around these nests; noise impacts during project construction by implementing noise-reducing
construction practices and establishing a complaint/response tracking program; noise impacts
from project operation by relocating impacted picnic and play areas; cultural resources by
requiring archaeological and paleontological monitoring and, if needed, implementation of
treatment plans.
The City found, however, that the original Project would have significant and unavoidable
environmental impacts to aesthetics due to the reduction of visual quality of the picnic area from
removal of trees and addition of two baseball fields for which there is no feasible mitigation; and
to biological resources due to the removal of 33 to 49 trees, including a large heritage California
native Sycamore tree and 20 additional native trees that are subject to the City's protected tree
ordinance.
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PROPOSED PROJECT CHANGES
Project opponents filed a CEQA lawsuit against the City challenging the EIR for the original
project. (Griffith J. Griffith Charitable Trust and Friends of Griffith Park v. City of Los Angeles) et
al., Los Angeles Superior Court No. BS 151089.) On February 2, 2016, the City Council
approved a contingent settlement of the lawsuit, dependent on the future approval of certain
project changes, City Council Motion CF15-0896 (Attachment 3).
Under the contingent settlement, the Project would be changed to construct only one new youth
baseball field at the Crystal Springs Picnic Area, instead of two fields. This field would be
located, as depicted in Attachment 4 to this Report, in a portion of the previously described
Project site for EI R Alternative 1B. The single field would be larger in size, measuring 260 feet
from home plate to the centerfield fence, which would be up to 30 feet high . Changes to the
existing access loop driveway and the related reduction in parking spaces in the original project
would be eliminated. With the project changes, approximately fifty-six (56) picnic tables and a
children's play area would be relocated. The number of trees required to be removed and
replaced would be reduced to approximately thirty-two (32) generally small trees, and the
heritage Sycamore tree would not be required to be removed.
As with the original Project, the field would continue to have natural grass and a dirt playing
surface, two (2) dugouts, bleachers, outfield and perimeter fencing, and scoreboards. It would
also continue to include landscaping, an irrigation system, and ADA path of travel. The
constructed baseball field would continue to be operated and maintained by the Department of
Recreation and Parks (RAP).
The Department of Public Works, Bureau of Engineering (BOE) has evaluated whether
additional environmental review under CEQA is triggered before the project changes can be
approved by the Board. Based on its analysis, BOE has concluded that the proposed project
changes do not require further environmental review under CEQA prior to their approval,
because none of the conditions described in State CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 or 15163
that would trigger preparation of a subsequent or supplemental EIR exist here. BOE's analysis
is contained in the record for this matter as the attached Addendum (Attachment 1), and the
previously certified EIR. The previously certified EIR and the proposed Addendum for the
modified
project
are
available
for
review
online
at
http://eng.lacity.org/techdocs/emg/griffithparkbaseballfield.htm.
BOE's analysis and the Addendum disclose the following:
1.

No new significant environmental impacts have been identified due to the proposed
Project changes. Impacts to cultural resources would be similar and potentially less due
to the reduced Project footprint. Noise impacts would be similar, or less. Both the
original Project and the changed Project would require the removal and relocation of
some picnic tables and some children's play equipment.
Under the contingent
settlement (Attachment 3), the City would agree to implement all six of the mitigation
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measures imposed on the original Project. These mitigation measures would ensure
that impacts of the changed Project would continue to be mitigated.
2.

No substantial increase in the severity of previously identified environmental impacts
have been identified due to the proposed Project changes. The Project changes will not
result in a substantial increase in the severity of any significant effect identified in the
certified EIR. The changed Project would result in the removal of slightly fewer trees
than the original proposed project and would thus reduce impacts to biological resources
and aesthetics. Notably, the changed Project would not impact the heritage California
Sycamore tree (RAP Tree ID # 17044) in the northern portion of the Picnic Area; this
tree would have been removed for construction of the original Project. Removal of fewer
trees due to the Project changes would result in a reduction of impacts to biological
resources, including nesting birds, in comparison to the original Project.

3.

The proposed changes to the Project are not SUbstantial. The original Project was for
the construction of two youth baseball fields at Crystal Springs Picnic Area; the proposed
Project changes are for the construction of one youth baseball field at Crystal Springs
Picnic Area at a location previously analyzed in the certified EIR as part of Alternative
1B. The revised Project would not require alterations to the existing parking or access
loop driveway. Both the original Project and the revised Project would require removal
and relocation of some picnic tables and some children's play equipment.

It should be noted that if this Board does not approve the proposed modified Project, then the
contingent settlement of the lawsuit is voided.
Funding for the Project as changed will continue to be from the Proposition K and Quimby Act
programs. Upon approval of the Project changes by the Board of Recreation and Park
Commissioners, BOE and RAP staff will proceed with the design of the project as changed and
completion of the construction documents. The completed construction documents will then be
presented to the Board for approval and call for bids.
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT
There is no immediate fiscal impact to the Department's General Fund. The assessments of the
future operations and maintenance costs have yet to be determined and will be addressed in
future budget requests.
This Report was prepared by Norman Mundy, Environmental Specialist II, Bureau of
Reviewed by Maria Martin,
Engineering (BOE) Environmental Management Group.
Environmental Affairs Officer, BOE Environmental Management Group; Meghan Aldrich, Project
Manager, BOE Recreational and Cultural Facilities Program; Neil Drucker, Program Manager,
BOE Recreational and Cultural Facilities Program; Deborah Weintraub, Chief Deputy City
Engineer, Paul Davis, Environmental Supervisor II, Planning Construction and Maintenance
Branch, Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP); and Cathie Santo Domingo,
Superintendent, RAP , Planning , Construction and Maintenance Branch.

Attachment 1

Addendum to the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) re Project Changes
for:
Griffith Park Crystal Springs New Baseball Fields Project
(W.O. #E17011 OB)

Attachment No.2

Figures from Draft EI R:
Figure 2-3: Project Location Areal View
Figure 2-5: Proposed Project Conceptual Layout
Figure 2-6: Alternative 1B Conceptual Layout
Figure 2-7: Alternative 2 Conceptual Layout

for

Griffith Park Crystal Springs New Baseball Fields Project
(W.O. #E170110B)

Attachment 3

City Council motion adopted February 2, 2016, CF15-0896 re Contingent Settlement

for

Griffith Park Crystal Springs New Baseball Fields Project
(W.O. #E170110B)

Attachment 4

Revised Project Layout

For

Griffith Park Crystal Springs New Baseball Fields Project
(W.O. #E170110B)

