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RECOMMENDATIONS
1.

Review, consider, and certify the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the
proposed demolition of the old EI Sereno Clubhouse, on file in the Board Office, (State
Clearinghouse No. 20140310041 and City Document No. EIR-15-012-RP); finding that:
a.

all potentially significant environmental effects of the project have been properly
disclosed and evaluated in compliance with the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) and the State and City CEQA Guidelines,

b.

the information contained in the Final EIR was reviewed and considered prior to
approving the EI Sereno Clubhouse Demolition Project (Project),

c.

the FEIR reflects the Department of Recreation and Parks' (RAP's) independent
judgment and analysis, and,

d.

the documents constituting, and the record of proceedings in this matter, are
located in the files of the (RAP's) Planning, Construction and Maintenance
Branch;

2.

Adopt the Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Consideration set forth in Exhibit
A;

3.

Adopt the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan set forth in Section 4 of the FEIR;
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4.

Direct RAP's Environmental Management staff to file a Notice of Determination with the
Los Angeles City Clerk and County Clerk within 5 business days of the certification of
the Final FEIR; and,

5.

Authorize demolition of the old EI Sereno Clubhouse and approve the demolition plans
substantially in the form on file in the Board Office.

SUMMARY
EI Sereno Recreation Center is located at 4721 Klamath Street in the community of EI Sereno.
The 19-acre park includes an auditorium, barbeque pits, baseball diamond, basketball courts,
children's play area, community room, indoor/outdoor gym, picnic tables, tennis courts, an
indoor pool, a skate park, and a clubhouse with concession stand. Specifically, the Project site
includes the portion of the park that contains the Clubhouse, concession stand and a paved
area with benches just north of the Clubhouse.
RAP proposes to construct and install several new recreational facilities within the EI Sereno
Recreation Center and Park boundaries. To accommodate these new recreational facilities, the
Clubhouse and concession stand would be demolished. A basketball court is proposed to be
installed in the vacated area.
Built in 1949 and designed by architect Milton Caughey, the Clubhouse is an approximately
3,850-square-foot, one-story, wood-framed, stucco building that is accented by cut-stone veneer
at the southern end of the building. The Clubhouse has two restrooms, a craft room, six storage
rooms, a kitchen areas, an auditorium area with a stage, a water heater closet, an equipment
room, a covered terrace, and a detached concession stand. The concession stand, measuring
approximately 13 feet by 9 feet, located across the terrace from the Clubhouse is a small woodframed structure. The Clubhouse has been closed to the public for a number of years and is
currently being used as a park maintenance equipment storage facility. Due to disuse, the
building condition is in severe disrepair. Windows and doors have been covered with plywood
and some siding from both buildings has been removed. Asbestos and lead abatement work
was performed on the Clubhouse and concession stand in November 2013.
Although the park that was initially developed circa 1931 was recorded as a historic district and
the park property was determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places
for its association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history, the Clubhouse and concession stand were not included as part of the Federal and
State designations. In addition, a 2013 Historic Structures Report found that the Clubhouse was
individually not eligible for listing in the California or National Registers. However, the EI Sereno
Recreation Center Clubhouse embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural
type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period, and as such is eligible for listing as a
City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument for its Post-World War II Modernist-style
architecture. Therefore, the EI Sereno Recreation Center Clubhouse is considered a historical
resource for the purposes of CEQA, and the demolition of the building would constitute a
significant direct impact to cultural resources
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The Draft EI R was circulated to all interested parties and responsible agencies for a forty-five
(45) day review and comment period from October 29, 2015 to December 14, 2015. During this
public review and comment period, only one comment letter was received concerning the
impact of construction trucks on State highways. All comments that were received and City
responses to significant environmental issues raised were incorporated into the FEIR. A
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan (MMRP) has been prepared that specifies all of the
feasible mitigation measures identified in the FEIR, which will either reduce or eliminate the
potentially significant environmental impacts of the Project in accordance with Section 15097 of
the State CEQA Guidelines. However, as described above, the Project would result in
unavoidable, significant adverse impacts to cultural resources, and as such, requires that the
Board adopt the Findings of Fact (Findings) and the Statement of Overriding Considerations
(Exhibit A) prior to taking action to approve the Project. The Findings is a written statement
made by the decision-making body of the lead agency that explains how it dealt with each
significant impact and alternative in the EIR. The Statement of Overriding Considerations
explains in detail why the social, economic, legal, technical or other beneficial aspects of the
Project outweigh the unavoidable, adverse environmental impacts, and why the lead agency is
willing to accept such impacts.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:
The approval and execution of the final plans for the Project will not have any impact on the
General Fund.
The estimated costs for the design, development, and construction of the proposed park
improvements are anticipated to be funded by funding sources other than the RAP's General
fund.
At this time, there is no fiscal impact to RAP for the maintenance of the Project. Once the final
Project design is completed, operational maintenance costs will be determined. Upon Project
completion, a request for funding will be submitted in future RAP annual budget requests.

This Report was prepared by Paul Davis, Environmental Supervisor II, Planning, Construction ,
and Maintenance Branch.
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