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RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Approve the proposed park improvement project (Project) at Travel Town in Griffith Park,
consisting of the installation of an educational sign regarding the Griffith Park Internment
Camp as more fully described in this Report and as shown in Attachments 1 and 2 of
this Report, to be installed in Travel Town at the location specified in Attachment 4 of
this Report (“Improvements”);

2. Authorize the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) Planning, Maintenance, and
Construction Branch (PMC), upon the Project’s approval from the Board of Recreation
and Parks Commissioners (Board), to issue a Right of Entry Permit (ROE) to the Los
Angeles Parks Foundation and it’s selected contractor, Great Western Installations,
authorizing the installation of the Improvements;

3. Accept the Improvements valued up to approximately $4,600, subject to a post-
completion inspection of the installed Improvements by PMC staff, as a donation to the
Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) from the Griffith J. Griffith Charitable
Foundation and the Los Angeles Parks Foundation;

4. Determine that the Project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article III, Section 1, Class 11(5)
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[Installation of signs located on City property managed by a City department which has a 
sign policy adopted by its Board of Commissioners] of City CEQA Guidelines as well as 
Article 19, Section 15311(a) of California CEQA Guidelines and direct staff to file a 
Notice of Exemption (NOE) with the Los Angeles County Clerk 

5. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee to prepare a check to the Los Angeles
County Clerk in the amount of Seventy Five Dollars ($75.00) for the purpose of filing the
NOE;

6. Authorize RAP staff to make technical corrections as necessary to carry out the intent of
this Report.

SUMMARY 

The area in Griffith Park now known as Travel Town was once home to a Civilian Conservation 
Camp. Like other camps located throughout the country, it was purposed to meet a wartime 
need for internment camps. In December 1941, the day after the Pearl Harbor attack, Griffith 
Park was allocated $32,400 by the War Department to build a campsite. Griffith Park was 
designated as a Prisoner of War Enclosure known as the Griffith Park Internment Camp. 
Immigration and Naturalization Service used Griffith Park to detain small groups of first-
generation immigrants. Approximately 101 Japanese, 21 Germans and 4 Italians were detained 
for periods of one night to several months during World War II. The Army closed this site in 
1943 as the need for military guards increased throughout the war effort and were deployed 
elsewhere. Long term detention never occurred at the Griffith Park Civilian Conservation Camp 
site; however, this location is historically significant to Griffith Park and the City of Los Angeles 

In recognition of this history, the Los Angeles Parks Foundation has received a generous 
donation from the Griffith J. Griffith Charitable Foundation consisting of an educational sign 
which will be placed on a pedestal to be installed at Travel Town.  A rendering of the sign and 
the pedestal as well as where the sign will be installed at Travel Town is set forth in 
Attachments 1, 2 and 4 respectively.  The sign and the pedestal has the following 
characteristics: 

• Custom-High Pressure Laminate panels with matte finish
• 1/8” (inch) thick exterior panel
• 24” (inches) in height
• 36” (inches) in width
• Standard eased edge .03” (inch) rounded radius corners
• Double cantilever pedestal (45-degree angle)
• 54” (inch) tall posts from the ground to top of sign
• In-ground mount
• Black powder coat
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The narrative for this sign was provided by Dr. Russ Endo, Professor of Ethnic Studies, 
University of Colorado and is also supported by Travel Town Museum Foundation, Tuna 
Canyon Detention Station Coalition, and the Japanese American National Museum.  
This project was shared with The Griffith Park Advisory Board to provide community 
engagement. Letters of support for the proposed project are attached to this report in full 
support. 

TREES AND SHADE 

There is no impact to shade or trees. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

The proposed Project consists of installation of signs located on City property managed by a 
City department which has a sign policy adopted by its Board of Commissioners.  

According to the parcel profile report retrieved March 10, 2023 this area does not reside within a 
coastal or methane zone, but it is located in a liquefaction zone. The construction of this Project 
will not create conditions that could lead to liquefaction.  
Therefore, there is no reasonable possibility that the proposed Project may impact on an 
environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern or have a significant effect due to 
unusual circumstances. No other known projects would involve cumulatively significant impacts, 
and no future projects would result from the proposed Project. As of March 10, 2023, the State 
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) (Envirostor at www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov) 
and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWCB) (Geotracker at 
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/) have listed the Project site as N. 80000257, because In 
August, 1943, the area became the Army’s Western Corps Photographic Center and 
Camouflage Experimental Laboratory The installation of the sign, however, will create a 
significant hazard to the public. According to the Caltrans Scenic Highway Map there is no 
scenic highway located within the vicinity of the proposed Project or within its site. Although the 
proposed Project is located within Griffith Park, an historic cultural monument of the City of Los 
Angeles (HCM#942). Specifically, Travel Town has been recognized as an Historic Cultural 
Monument (HCM #474) as well. However, the installation of a sign that memorializes the historic 
role of that space, will not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of any 
historical resource. 

Based in this information, staff recommends that the Board determine that it is categorically 
exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to 
Article III, Section 1, Class 11(5) of City CEQA Guidelines as well as to Article 19, Section 
15311(a) of California CEQA Guidelines. Staff will file a Notice of Exemption with the Los 
Angeles County Clerk upon Board’s approval. 
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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

The installation of the improvements will not have any fiscal impact on RAP’s General Fund, as 
costs for the installation of the Improvements will be funded entirely by LAPF.  

This report was prepared by Stefanie Smith, Superintendent, Griffith Region. 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS/EXHIBITS 

1. Rendering of Signage.
2. Rendering of Pedestal Frame, standard for all education signage in Griffith Park.
3. Letters of Support.
4. Site Map
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