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RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Cancel the ongoing rotating mural project, previously approved in Board Report 17-007,
at Arts District Park and authorize the removal of the metal frame and plywood panels in
connection with such mural project;

2. Determine that this action is statutorily exempt from the provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article II, Section 2(j) [Projects which are
rejected or disapproved] of City CEQA Guidelines and Article 18, Section 15270 of
California CEQA Guidelines and direct Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) staff
to file a Notice of Exemption (NOE) with the Los Angeles County Clerk;

3. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee to prepare a check to the Los Angeles
County Clerk in the amount of $75.00 for the purpose of filing a Notice of Exemption
(NOE); and

4. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee to make technical corrections as necessary
to carry out the intent of this Report.
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SUMMARY  
 
Arts District Park is located at 501 South Hewitt Street. This 0.50-acre pocket park includes a 
children’s play area, performance space and a shaded picnic area. 
 
On January 18, 2017, the Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners (Board) approved the 
installation of an ongoing rotating mural project at Arts District Park per Report No. 17-007 
(Attachment 1).  
 
The project, spearheaded by the Office of Council District 14 and community partner Art Share 
L.A., entailed the installation of a metal frame attached to an existing concrete masonry wall. The 
frame holds five (5) plywood panels, each of which measure four by seven feet (4’ x 7’). The 
project initially intended to rotate a different mural every six (6) months for a period of three (3) 
years. As stipulated in the Report, every subsequent mural would be required to go through a 
final approval process with RAP as well as requiring the artist to sign the Artist Waiver for Murals, 
Plaques and Public Art (Artist Waiver), a waiver of proprietary rights for artwork placed upon City 
Property. The inaugural mural installation, entitled “Graffiti Spirit: an LA Renaissance”, was 
approved in Report No. 17-007 and installed in 2017. This mural remained displayed at Arts 
District Park until December 2022. 
 
The former executive director of Art Share L.A. advised that the rotating mural program “fell flat” 
due to the Office of Council District 14’s “constant upheaval”.  
 
RAP was advised that in January 2023, the Los Angeles River Artist and Business Association 
(LARABA) coordinated the removal of the inaugural mural and installed a new mural without 
RAP’s permission. RAP staff was advised that this new artwork is not meant to be part of the 
rotating mural program. 
 
RAP staff sent a notice to the artist and LARABA in February 2023 demanding that the mural be 
removed from Arts District Park. The process to get the unapproved mural removed from Arts 
District Park has proved to be extremely complicated, with the party initially refusing to comply 
with RAP’s demands to remove their mural and instead trying to circumnavigate RAP entirely and 
get it approved by other means. Since the party never submitted the required Public Art 
Application or a signed Artist Waiver, RAP is limited in its right to promptly remove the mural under 
the California Art Preservation Act (CAPA) of 1979 and the federal Visual Artists Rights Act 
(VARA) of 1990, despite it being an unapproved piece of art on City property. 
 
RAP is currently working with LARABA as well as the artist to remove the mural, separate from 
the recommendation(s) in this report. 
 
Due to the failure of this rotating mural program to move forward as conceptualized and the 
difficulties RAP has encountered with regards to the unauthorized use of the property, it is 
recommended that the Board cancel the rotating mural program and authorize the removal of the 
accompanying metal frame and plywood panels that were installed as part of the project. 
 



BOARD REPORT 
 

PG.  3    NO. ____________ 
 
 

23-080 

Any future public art installation for Arts District Park will be subject to RAP’s Public Art Policy and 
procedures and will be presented to the Board for approval. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
The proposed Project consists of the disapproval of a project.  

Staff recommends that the Board determines that it statutorily exempt from the provisions of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article II, Section 2(j), of City CEQA 
Guidelines and Article 18, Section 15270 of California CEQA Guidelines. RAP staff will file a 
Notice of Exemption with the Los Angeles County Clerk upon Board’s approval. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
The approval of this Report will have no fiscal impact on RAP’s General Funds. 
 
 
This Report was prepared by Robert Eastland, Management Assistant, Planning, Maintenance 
and Construction Branch. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

1) Attachment 1 – Board Report No. 17-007 
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LIST OF ATTACHMENT(S) 

1) Exhibit A - Artist Selection Process 


























