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On September 6, 2000, the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners (Board) approved an 
installation of the artwork entitled “Declaration” (Sculpture), which is made of steel and is 
approximately sixty (60) feet tall (Report No. 00-332). This Sculpture is located on the  
Venice Beach Ocean Front Walk at the intersection of Winward and Ocean Avenues. The 
installation was coordinated by Venice Family Clinic in collaboration with the Los Angeles Louver 
Art Gallery and approved as a temporary installation for the Venice Art Walk 2001. 
 
On October 16, 2002, the Board granted a six (6) month extension for the installation of the 
Sculpture and approved in concept the permanent placement of the Sculpture at the Venice 
Beach Ocean Front Walk (Report No. 02-360). 
 
On October 20, 2004, the Board granted conditional approval to allow the Sculpture to be a 
permanent installation (Report No. 04-319). The conditional approval was contingent on the  
Los Angeles Louver Art Gallery raising funds to purchase the Sculpture and donate it to the  
City of Los Angeles. It was envisioned that the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA) would accept 
the Sculpture into the City’s Permanent Art Collection with the creation of a maintenance trust 
fund established by Los Angeles Louver Art Gallery and administered by DCA. 
 
The Los Angeles Louver Art Gallery failed to purchase the statue and donate it to the City, and 
the Sculpture has remained on RAP property for over twenty (20) years. The artist,  
Mark di Suvero, has requested the removal of the Sculpture from Venice Beach as soon as 
possible. The artist has also noted that the Sculpture is in need of repairs and maintenance as 
one of the main reasons for removal of the aforementioned Sculpture. Los Angeles Louver Art 
Gallery sent a letter dated August 10, 2022 requesting authorization to remove the Sculpture. 
 
Pacific Crest Consultants has been hired by Los Angeles Louver Art Gallery to coordinate all 
necessary approvals from various agencies for the following scope of work:  
 

• Removal of Sculpture entitled “Declaration” by the artist.   
• Restoration of the land the Sculpture was previously placed to as natural a state as 

possible. 
 

The scope of work above will require a California Coastal Commission (CCC) permit and a 
demolition permit from the Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety. Los Angeles Louver 
Art Gallery will be responsible for obtaining any other required approvals not noted in this Report. 
However, RAP approval and sign off is required as the property owner for the aforementioned 
permits. 
 
Upon approval of this Report, RAP staff will be authorized to sign the CCC application, as shown 
in Attachment 8, and send a letter to the CCC authorizing Pacific Crest Consultants to apply for 
the coastal development permit, and provide approval of any other necessary permits. 
 
Once all the necessary permits and approvals have been granted, RAP staff will present a report 
requesting final approval for the removal of the Sculpture to the Board for future consideration 
and authorization to issue a Right-of-Entry permit. 
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On August 17, 2023, the proposed removal of the sculpture was presented to the RAP Facility 
Repair and Maintenance Commission Task Force and was granted conceptual approval. 
 
TREES AND SHADE 
 
The proposed Sculpture removal, as currently planned, is not proposing to impact any trees or 
existing shade structures at Venice Beach.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
The proposed Board action consists of authorizing staff to allow a third party to apply for a Coastal 
Development Permit for a project on a property owned by the City of Los Angeles Department of 
Recreation and Parks. At this time, the characteristics of the project are not well defined, therefore 
there is not sufficient information to make a determination pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  When more details about the project will become available, 
staff will come back to the Board with a CEQA recommendation. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
The approval of this report will have no fiscal impact on RAP’s General Fund. Los Angeles Louver 
Art Gallery will be responsible for the costs related to removal of the Sculpture.  
 
STRATEGIC PLAN INITIATIVES AND GOALS 
 
Approval of this Board Report advances RAP’s Strategic Plan by supporting: 
 
Goal No. 1: Provide Safe and Accessible Parks 
Outcome No. 2: All Parks are Safe and Welcoming  
 
Result: The removal of the sculpture at Venice Beach will help keep parkgoers safe, as the 
sculpture is in need of maintenance according to the Artist.  
 
This report was prepared by David Lee, Management Assistant, Planning, Maintenance and 
Construction Branch.   
 
LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Attachment 1 – Board Report No. 00-332 
2) Attachment 2 – Board Report No. 02-360 
3) Attachment 3 – Board Report No. 04-319 
4) Attachment 4 – Current Photos of Sculpture 
5) Attachment 5 – Building Permit No. 01020-30000-01224 
6) Attachment 6 – Letter from Artist Requesting Removal of Sculpture 
7) Attachment 7 – De-Installation Manual of Sculpture 
8) Attachment 8 – California Coastal Commission Co-Applicant Form  
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10 August 2022

RAP Board of Commissioners
City of Los Angeles
Via email c/o PCC and 

To RAP Board of Commissioners,

The artist Mark di Suvero has requested the removal of the sculpture Declaration from it’s
installed location at Venice Beach to happen as soon as possible. This sculpture has been on loan
for over 20 years, with the hopes of finding a buyer to acquire the work, and make it a donation,
but this has not transpired.

The work has weathered, and the artist also feels it is in need of restoration and repair. We would
like approval to remove the sculpture as soon as possible.

LA Louver Gallery, with the artist, will make the arrangements to remove the work and repair
the site. We are sorry that it cannot be a permanent installation.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require additional information.

With thank in advance for your attention and approval as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Director
LA LOUVER Gallery

Attachment 6



Declaration - Venice Beach

Weights


(1) Mast
8664 lbs
33” x 12” x 152 lbs/ft
56’ 10” length

(2) Legs -2
7600 lbs
7600 lbs
33” x 12” x 152 lbs/ft
50’ length

(3) Diagonal arms -2
6240 lbs
6240 lbs
24” x 12” x 104 lbs/ft
60’ length

(4) Cross beam
1480 lbs
12” x 12” x 74 lbs/ft
19’-10.5” length

(5) Joint - bottom
5000 - 6000 lbs
1.5 plate

(6) Extra top joint plate
5000 - 6000 lbs
1.5 plate

Total weight

49,824 lbs
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Declaration - Venice Beach




All plates are A36 mild steel

3 base plates are 1” thick

	 2 (8’x8’), 1(8’x12’)

	 on concrete pads

The sculpture is welded down to the base plates

Base plates are CEM Stud to the concert foundation - not sure on bolt sizes

All bolts in the sculpture are A325 grade 5, 1-5/8” nut and head 


(2) 70 ton cranes

	 One positioned in front of the north leg

	 Second crane positioned on driveway below mast

100 ft man lift, used an 80” for install, was short




Declaration - Venice Beach

Two trucks for shipping because of weight, and 60 ft beams

Gray beams on one truck, ((#1) mast inserted through (#5) joint)


Deinstall


Crane 0ne


Remove both (#3) beams (one at a time) then remove (#4) cross beam

small joints must be removed first or unbolted from beam (#2), 
these are brackets locking in beam (#3) to beam (#2)


Crane two


Hook up to the (#1) Mast using two shackles through existing holes at the top


Crane one


Remove (#6) top joint plate

Then remove both (#2) leg beams one at a time


Crane one and two


Lower mast using both cranes (choke at bottom of beam on top of flange to prevent tipping)

Main joint plate (#5) stays inserted on the (#1) mast for tip down 

Main joint plate (#5) may stay inserted on mast (#1) for shipping


Noted extra equipment

Chain fall

Dunnage 

Plywood

Slings (steel and nylon)

Shackles - some picks can be done by using a shackle through an existing hole

Bridge clamps

Cutting torch

Grinder with cutting discs

Socket wrenches

Spud wrenches

Impact wrench

Drift and bull pins

Crow bars




delkinawy
Text Box
Prior to commencement of work:
Temporary chain link fencing to surround workspace
Plywood to protect concrete in fenced in area
Security personnel to be present during off work hours
And lastly:
Cover and compacting dirt with excavator for property owner's landscaper to replace grass/sod matching the surrounding area.


























































STATE OF CALIFORNIA - NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY      GAVIN NEWSOM, GOVERNOR

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
South Coast Area Office 
301 E. Ocean Blvd, Suite 300 
Long Beach, CA 90802-4302 
(562) 590-5071

Co-Applicant Response Form 
Coastal Development Permit Application No. ______ 

Please check one of the following: 

____ No, please do not add me as co-applicant. Even though I decline to join as co-
applicant, I understand that I must comply with the terms and conditions of any 
coastal development permit issued for the property if any development approved by 
the permit is undertaken. 

____ Yes, please add me as co-applicant. 

If you responded “yes” to the above question, please also notify Commission staff whether 
any representatives (a.k.a. ‘agent’) will communicate on your behalf, for compensation, 
with the Commission or Commission staff. You may authorize the current agent to act as 
your representative or you may authorize any other agent(s) by filling out the information 
below: 

I hereby authorize ______________________________________________________ to 
act as my representative and to bind me in all matters concerning this application. 

 ____________________________________ ______________________ 
  (Co-Applicant’s Signature)       (Date) 

Please return this form to : California Coastal Commission 
301 E. Ocean Blvd., Suite 300 
Long Beach, CA, 90802 
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