
 

INFORMATIONAL BOARD REPORT 
 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS 

 
March 07, 2024 

 
TO: BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 
 
FROM: JIMMY KIM, General Manager 
 
SUBJECT: VARIOUS COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The following communications addressed to the Board have been received by the Board Office, 
and the action taken thereon is presented. 
 
From Action Taken 

Griffith Park Pony Ride comments  Referred to General Manager 

   

1) Stephanie Landregan comments 
regarding Augustus Hawkins Park 
Director 

#9568 Referred to General Manager 

   

2) Honorable Jan Perry (retired) letter 
regarding Augustus Hawkins Park 
Director 

 
#9568a 

 
Referred to General Manager 

   

3) Mauro Garcia comments regarding 
Sycamore Grove Park Graffiti 

#9569 Referred to General Manager 

   

4) Nancy Freedman comments 
regarding Brentwood Community 
Council 

 
#9570 

 
Referred to General Manager 

   

5) Tristan Dennison comments 
regarding posted sign 

 
#9571 

 
Referred to General Manager 

   

6) Ethan Greenspan comments 
regarding resurfacing at Penmar tennis 
courts 

 
#9572 

 
Referred to General Manager 

   

7) Jakob Shaw letter regarding Griffith 
Park Pony Ride 

#9573 
 
Referred to General Manager 

   

8) Zohra Fahim comments regarding 
Griffith Park Pony Rides 

 
#9573a 

 
Referred to General Manager 
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9) Imani Higgins comments regarding 
Celebrating Teen Success event 

#9574 
 
Referred to General Manager 

   

10) Donna Burkons comments 
regarding Pickleball 

#9575 
 
Referred to General Manager 

   

11) Sean P. Uray comments regarding 
Media Park  

#9576 
 
Referred to General Manager 

   

12) Laura Ceballos comments 
regarding Oakwood Park Name 
Change in Venice 

#9577 
 
 
Referred to General Manager 

   

13) Michael Maslin comments 
regarding Golfing Bots 

#9578 
 
Referred to General Manager 

   

14) Patricia Bates comments regarding 
Sepulveda Garden Center Park 
Advisory Board 

#9579 
 
 
Referred to General Manager 

   

15) Sean Moir comments regarding 
Ukrainian Protest / Skyline Festival 

#9580 
 
Referred to General Manager 

   

Prepared by Carolyn Shannon-Joyner, RAP Commission Office 



2/13/24, 2:48 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Augustus Hawkins Park Director and the future of the Nature Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSKW4CkTcYWaI0Qb-y-N0TbNv-glkY5h-2caPE33GPSYF8u/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt… 1/2

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Augustus Hawkins Park Director and the future of the Nature Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:13 AM
To: "Landregan, Stephanie" < >
Cc: Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Fri, Feb 9, 2024 at 3:52 PM Landregan, Stephanie < > wrote:

February 9, 2024

City of Los Angeles Recreation and Parks Commission

Dear Board President Renata Simril, Vice President Luis Sanchez, and Board member Marie Lloyd, Fiona Hutton and
Benny Tran,

I am on the Augustus Hawkins Park Advisory Board serving as the Vice Chair, and we received the news that
Recreation and Parks is transferring Park Director Damon Hooks, and that the director’s position will not be filled.

First, why transfer Damon Hooks? Director Hooks has almost single-handedly provided events for the South Los
Angeles Community and created wonderful relationships with the Natural History Museum, and other naturalists
within Los Angeles. With a small team, he has put on movie nights, holiday giveaways, and gathered the Parks
Advisory Board to work on ways to upgrade and improve the park.

Second, at one of our Parks Board meetings, we asked why there wasn’t a park ranger. We heard there are NO park
rangers below the 10 Freeway. When Damon wanted to have a junior ranger program, he gathered kids from the
neighborhood, and the Park Rangers waived their fee. The lack of Damon’s supervisors to respond to requests for
improvements and repairs is concerning.

Third, Damon was informed that the recent city hiring freeze was the reason that the director position would not be
filled. So why would you transfer Damon? The South Los Angeles parks are underserved, and understaffed and now
you are proposing to leave this park, which Damon was working to make better despite lack of help from your
supervisors, without a director? As a PAB member I want to understand why this park is being abandoned!

This park was built by the MRCA and I was the landscape architect. The public funds used require the city or whoever
operates the park to keep it open to the public! The MRCA created a jewel in South Los Angeles, and Recreation and
Parks has failed to keep up the park.

VC No. 9568
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Our board believes that Damon should stay in the director position. This community deserves the same respect and
funds as other parks, would a park in any other neighborhood NORTH OF THE 10 FREEWAY be treated this way? 
Augustus Hawkins Nature Park is an urban oasis, a natural park, it is not a preserve. It is for the community, in the
same way that Griffith Park serves the community.

 

Our PAB requests that you help us keep director Damon Hooks and address the failures of the Recreation and Parks
Department in upkeep, funding, staffing and in honoring the nature-based intent of the Augustus Hawkins Nature
Park.

 

Sincerely,

 

Stephanie Landregan, FASLA, LEED B,D, and C

 

Augustus Hawkins Nature Park Parks Advisory Board

Vice-Chair

 

CC: Jimmy Kim; PAB members

 

Stephanie V. Landregan, FASLA, MSPM, LEED® AP BD+C

CA Landscape Architecture license #4093

Winter enrollment opens Nov. 6!   
Program Director, Landscape Architecture Program and

Horticulture and Gardening Program

UCLA Extension, Department of the Arts

    
 

 
UCLA Extension Mission:  "To provide knowledge and connections for people to achieve their personal and
professional goals"

 

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: GANG GRAFFITI SYCAMORE GROVE PARK CD1
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:16 AM
To: Garcia Incareal < >
Cc: Yovonte Robinson <yovonte.robinson@lacity.org>

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners. You may also visit the MyLA311 website to create a service request at: https://lacity.gov/myla311

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 10:47 AM Garcia Incareal < > wrote:
FEBRUARY 12, 2024

Council member Eunisses Hernandez

The Sycamore Grove Park has gang graffiti 
Attach pictures
Mauro Garcia 

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

VC No. 9569

https://lacity.gov/myla311
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: GANG GRAFFITI SYCAMORE GROVE PARK CD1
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:20 AM
To: Yovonte Robinson <yovonte.robinson@lacity.org>

Thank you!

On Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 8:27 AM Yovonte Robinson <yovonte.robinson@lacity.org> wrote:
The job orders have been submitted. JO# 24-5406.

Best Regards

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 10:47 AM Garcia Incareal > wrote:
FEBRUARY 12, 2024
 
Council member Eunisses Hernandez
 
The Sycamore Grove Park has gang graffiti 
Attach pictures
Mauro Garcia 

--
Yovonte Robinson
Park Maintenance Supervisor
Recreation and Parks
Metro Region
Office Phone (323) 255-0370
Yovonte.robinson@lacity.org

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

mailto:yovonte.robinson@lacity.org
mailto:Yovonte.robinson@lacity.org
http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: RAP Commissioner meetings
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Fri, Feb 9, 2024 at 2:26 PM
To: Nancy Freedman >

Good a�ernoon,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners. Please note, this is the correct email address for RAP commissioners.

You may visit our site for mee�ng informa�on: https://www.laparks.org/commissioners/agendas-minutes-
reports/2024

You may also register at the a�ached link for mee�ng no�fica�ons: https://www.laparks.org/commissioners/ens

Thank you.

On Fri, Feb 9, 2024 at 12:37 PM Nancy Freedman < > wrote:
Hello, I am on the Brentwood Community Council and would like to receive emails from RAP at .

I would also like to know how to get in touch with the Commissioner who represents CD11 or Brentwood area.

Thank you,
Nancy Freedman

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

VC No. 9570

https://www.laparks.org/commissioners/agendas-minutes-reports/2024
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Sign ownership question
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:51 AM
To: 

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

According to the Construction Supervisor and Rangers and staff we consulted with these signs are not posted by us but
by LAFD.

On Wed, Feb 7, 2024 at 2:44 PM LA Parks Public Information <RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Tristan Dennison >
Date: Tue, Feb 6, 2024 at 3:23 PM
Subject: Sign ownership question
To: RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org <RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org>
Cc: Kristie Le < >, Permitting West >

To whom it may concern,

My name is Tristan, and I am with Tilson Technology Management Inc. I am reaching out to see if a sign located at the
address below is owned by the city of LA’s Recs and Parks department. Please let me know if you have any questions
about the information below or the pictures above.

Sign address: 3160 1/2 N. CANYON LAKE DR.

Latitude: 34.12713890 

Longitude: -118.32650000

Thank you,

Tristan Dennison

Tristan Dennison | Permit Specialist I

VC No. 9571

mailto:RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org
https://www.tilsontech.com/
https://www.tilsontech.com/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Penmar tennis courts
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 4:17 PM
To: 

Good a�ernoon,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 11:28 AM LA Parks Public Information <RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org> wrote:
Hello,

Please see the forwarded email below.

Thank you,

Caro

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Ethan Greenspan, ohb. < >
Date: Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 4:43 AM
Subject: Penmar tennis courts
To: councilperson park <councilmember.park@lacity.org>
Cc: Sean Silva <sean.silva@lacity.org>, Christina Saman <christina.saman@lacity.org>, L. A. City Parks & Rec.
<rap.publicinfo@lacity.org>, councilperson park <councilmember.park@lacity.org>, Ethan Greenspan < >

 
 
 Dahhhhhhh 😩�😢

Good morning ☀ Los Angeles:

• Aren’t you ashamed �😢 that Culver City can resurface and paint their courts in four weeks and LACity has taken over a year to try
and do the same at Penmar with no success???

• Penmar Park is still closed and ABANDONED by the non-performing contractor and Parks and Rec.!!

• It should be Wreck, not “Rec”!!
Dahhhhhh 😩�

Begin forwarded message:

From: City of Culver City <culvercity@public.govdelivery.com>
Date: February 11, 2024 at 8:53:18 AM PST
To: 
Subject: City of Culver City Weekly Digest Bulletin

 

VC No. 9572
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Veterans Memorial Park Basketball and Handball Courts
Closed for Resurfacing Starting February 12, 2024
01/30/2024

Veterans Memorial Park
Basketball and Handball Courts

Closed for Resurfacing and Repainting
Starting February 12, 2024

Starting Monday, February 12, 2024, the basketball and handball courts at Veterans Memorial Park
will be closed for resurfacing and repainting. This project is expected to take four weeks, weather
permitting. For more information, please contact the PRCS Department at (310) 253-6650 or by email
at info.recreation@culvercity.org.

Looking for a place to hoop or play handball during the
closure? Check out one of our other great courts!
Handball Courts: Culver West Alexander Park and El Marino Park

Basketball Courts: Blanco Park, Culver City Park, Culver West Alexander Park, El Marino Park, Fox
Hills Park, Lindberg Park, and Syd Kronenthal Park  

Say hello to Spring! Culver City Living Spring 2024
Recreation Guide – Out Now
01/30/2024
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Say hello to Spring!

 
Culver City Living Spring

Recreation Guide –
Out Now!

The new edition of Culver City Living is out now!  Registration for Culver City’s Parks,
Recreation & Community Services (PRCS) spring recreation programs and classes
begins Monday, February 5, 2024!

Culver City offers recreation programs and classes for all ages, interests and skill
levels. Please join us for some spring time fun!

This season's Culver City Living contains information about special events including
Parent's Night Out, Spring Egg-stravaganza, Community Water Safety Day and
Mother's Day Tea.

Check out our recreation class information for something new to experience - we
offer various classes from ballet and tap for tiny tots and youth to yoga for adults! 
Spring Camp information for Just4Kids, SKATESIDE and YSE can be found on pages
16 and 17.

Participants can register by going online or visiting the Registration Office (4117 Overland
Avenue). The Registration Office is open Monday through Friday, from 8 AM to 7
PM, and Saturday and Sunday, from 9 AM to 5 PM.  

Spring session classes are offered between March and May.  Registration begins
Monday, February 5, 2024.

Check out the Culver City Living - Spring 2024 Edition today!

If you have any questions, call the PRCS Department team at (310) 253-6650 or
email the PRCS Registration Office.

Make 2024 Greener and Protect Culver City!
02/01/2024
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Winter 2024 Newsletter
Make 2024 a Green New Year! Together, we can make Culver City more
sustainable and a better place to live.

Put Your Waste to Work

Are you a landscaper or work at a multi-family dwelling?
Don’t throw away your organic waste! Garden waste,
lawn clippings, and food scraps should be placed in the
green cart or composted. A little effort goes a long way!

Plant Sustainable Roots Today

You got a green thumb? Let’s make it even greener!
Swap pesticides for compost. Mix compost with topsoil or
another gardening fill to help plants thrive. For best
growing results, a 60/40 split (60% topsoil and 40%
compost) is recommended.

Upcoming E-Waste Collection &
Paper Shredding Event

Dispose of your old electronics in a socially and
ecologically responsible way on Saturday, February 10,
2024 from 09:00 AM - 01:00 PM. Drive up, drop off, and
drive away…we’ll remove the items from your car.
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And the Winner is…Culver City!

Culver City won American Public Works Association’s
BEST award for the Mesmer Low Flow Diversion Project.
This project improves water quality by capturing dry-
weather runoff from Centinela Creek and diverts the
water to Hyperion Water Reclamation Plant to reuse as
recycled water.

Party Like There's No Tomorrow

Culver City Public Works is practicing what we preach.
We hosted a Zero Waste holiday party with reusable
utensils, dishware, and drinkware. The party
demonstrated that joyful occasions can be both festive
and environmentally conscious. This year, let’s strive to
minimize our ecological footprint and promote
sustainable lifestyles.

Take our short survey!

Your Input is Important!

The City needs your feedback on the Syd Kronenthal
Park Stormwater Capture project! The goal of the project
is to create a water storage system below the park
ballfields. Click on the button below for a short and
simple survey to let us know how the collected water
should be used.

Save the Date: SB1383 Virtual
Meeting for Multi-Family Buildings

Scan or click the QR code to sign up for a virtual meeting
on March 5, 2024 to discuss the City’s Organics
Recycling program for multi-family dwellings! Want to
represent your property? Send an email to
sustainability@culvercity.org and let us know!
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Employee Spotlight
Richard Smith

Job Motivation – Taking care of my family

Favorite thing about Culver City – Easy access and
small, friendly city that has a strong impact

Comfort meal – Chef salad

Hero/Heroine – My dad

Francisco Olague

Job Motivation – Satisfied customers

Favorite thing about Culver City – Beautiful city with
clean streets

Comfort meal – Juicy cheeseburger

Hero/Heroine – My parents (taught me to work hard)

Culver City Updates and Reminders as Rainy Weather Arrives
in Area
02/01/2024
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Updates, Reminders, and Resources during
Rainy Weather 

A significant amount of rainfall is in the forecast for Culver City and the
surrounding area. We want our community to be prepared and informed of
what the City will be doing during this time. 

What to Expect 

Multiple rainstorms are expected over the next several days. 

Heaviest rains (1 to 3 inches) are expected on Thursday, February 1st.

Winds are also expected. Gusts of 35 to 55 mph spreading through area
Thursday and Friday, February 2nd. 

Potential for flooded roads, downed utility wires, trees, and power
outages. 

Next week’s rainfall has potential to be even more impactful with more rain
beginning on Sunday, February 4th, and continuing into the week. 

In preparation for the upcoming storms, Culver City first responders are taking
multiple steps to ensure safety and ongoing preparation. The Culver City Fire
Department has sand and sandbags available at Fire Station One in downtown
Culver City. Sandbags are available to residents, 10 per household, at our
headquarters fire station location at 9505 Culver Blvd. They are self-serve and
can be found to the rear of the fire station. Sandbags are also still available for
free at the City Yard on Jefferson Boulevard. They will continue to monitor for
significant property damage.  

The Culver City Police Department is working with the Housing and Human
Services team, patrolling flood channels to ensure there aren't any unhoused
residents affected by the rainstorms. The Public Works Department is
monitoring and will clear major debris throughout the City. You are also
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encouraged to help staff with trash pickup by placing your bins 12 inches from
the curb. 
Residents are encouraged to sign up for the City's alert system Everbridge to
stay informed of the very latest news about the storm. 

You can also find useful resources on the Culver City Fire Department's
website. 

Important Phone Numbers 

Immediate Emergency Assistance: For life-threatening situations, call
911. 

Visit the City’s Homeless Services webpage for help if you become
unhoused.

Adults or families seeking emergency winter shelter should call Los
Angeles Homeless Services Authority at (800) 548-6047. You can also
call 211 or visit 211LA's website for more information. 

City of Culver City Office of Emergency Management (310) 253-5900 

City of Culver City Department of Public Works, Maintenance
Operations, (310) 253-6420

You can find contacts for utilities by visiting the Culver City website.

City of Culver City Wins 3 Awards in Financial Excellence
02/01/2024

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
February 1, 2024

Contact:
Lisa Soghor, Chief Financial Officer

lisa.soghor@culvercity.org
(310) 253-6016

City Earns Awards for Financial Excellence by
Government Finance Officers Association

The City of Culver City is pleased to announce it has won three awards for
excellence by the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) for the Fiscal
Year ending June 30, 2022. 
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Among the awards, the City earned the award for Outstanding Achievement in
Popular Annual Financial Reporting. For Fiscal Year 2021-22, the new Popular
Annual Financial Report was added to make the City’s financial statements more
accessible to the public.

“The dedicated staff of our City’s Finance Department’s work every day to ensure
that we are not only compliant, but maintain fiscal responsibility and we are proud
of their achievement and recognition,” said Mayor Yasmine-Imani McMorrin. “I look
forward to continue working with them to ensure that we remain a city that is
transparent with taxpayer money and how we use it across Culver City.“

The City also received its 38th consecutive annual Certificate of Achievement
for Excellence in Financial Reporting for the Annual Comprehensive Financial
Report (ACFR) for Fiscal Year 2021-22 from GFOA. The report has been judged by
an impartial panel to meet the high standards of the program, which includes
demonstrating a constructive "spirit of full disclosure" to clearly communicate its
financial story and motivate potential users and user groups to read the report.
The Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of recognition in the area of
governmental accounting and financial reporting, and its attainment represents a
significant accomplishment by a government and its management.

"We pride ourselves on being fiscally responsible and transparent with taxpayer
dollars," said Lisa Soghor, Culver City's Chief Financial Officer. "Not only is the City
maintaining the highest level of financial reporting as it has done for over 30 years.
This new report will serve as a point of entry for people not accustomed to reading
dense financial documents. The City is thrilled that this first ever effort received an
award from GFOA."

The City also earned the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for the
Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Budget making the City a GFOA Triple Crown Award Winner.

About Culver City

Culver City is a five-square-mile, urban community of 40,779 residents surrounded
mostly by the City of Los Angeles but also shares a border with unincorporated
areas of Los Angeles County. It is centrally located on the Westside near Santa
Monica, Beverly Hills, and Los Angeles International Airport.  Culver City is
particularly known for its well-run public school system, "small town" charm,
growing high-tech and creative economies, and a dynamic downtown that is
regionally known as a destination for restaurants, live theater, and art galleries. 

###
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Photo of Culver City's City Hall

Agenda Now Available for the PRCS Commission Regular
Meeting on February 6, 2024
02/01/2024

Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission
Regular Meeting

MEETING DETAILS:

When

Tuesday, February 6, 2024
at 7:00 PM

Where

Attend In-Person or Utilize
the Courtesy Virtual Option

Mike Balkman Council Chambers, City Hall - First Floor
9770 Culver Blvd., Culver City, CA 90232

Indoor masking is highly recommended, but not required.
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The Agenda and related items are currently available.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MEETING PARTICIPATION:

 ***The public may attend this meeting in person or via video conference. *** Virtual attendance
is offered as a courtesy. Technical difficulties shall not require meeting postponement.

How to Submit Written Public Comment Prior to the Meeting:

Find the active eComment link to the right of the agenda date, then choose the agenda item and add
your comment. Watch a video tutorial on How to Make an eComment. Email comments to
public.comment@culvercity.org or city.clerk@culvercity.org, or mail comments to City Clerk c/o City
Clerk’s Office, 9770 Culver Blvd, Culver City, CA 90232, specifically identifying the meeting date.

Comments must be received at least 3 hours in advance of the meeting. Written comments WILL NOT
be read aloud during the meeting.

How to Attend the Meeting:

Attend In-Person: Face masks are strongly recommended but not required. Learn about the
Coronavirus and the City's response, recommendations, and requirements.

Join Online via Webex: Once the meeting has started, find the meeting link under "Attend a Meeting
Remotely" on the City's website. Registration is no longer required.

How to Provide Verbal Public Comment In-Person or Online: ***New Process***

Find the meeting link under "Request to speak at a Meeting" on the City's website. Complete and
submit the online form. Indicate if you are attending in-person or online and select all the items on
which you wish to make a verbal comment. A QR code to the online form will be provided on site for in-
person attendees. Verbal public comments are taken at the time the particular agenda item is
considered. Requests to speak must be submitted before the start of the public comment period for
each agenda item or will not be considered. Whenever reasonable, speakers will be called in
chronological order based on when they registered to speak. Each speaker may address the members
of the body for up to three minutes.

Any person needing reasonable accommodation related to disabilities, including assisted listening
devices, is welcome to contact the City Clerk’s Office at (310) 253-5851 or via email at
city.clerk@culvercity.org.

Get Ready for the Presidential Primary Election on March 5th!
02/02/2024
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The Presidential Primary Election will take place on March 5,
2024.  For information on your voter registration status, early voting
locations, vote by mail options and more, visit the LA County
Registrar Recorder/County Clerk’s Office's YOUR Election
Information Webpage.

There are no City ballot measures scheduled for this election.
However, there is a Culver City School District (CCUSD) measure.

Once available, you may review what is on your ballot and make your plan to vote!

If you are a no party preference voter, review your options for voting for a Presidential Candidate.

As a reminder, you may vote at ANY vote center in Los Angeles County.  For convenience,
Culver City will have an 11-Day Vote Center at City Hall’s Patacchia Room, at 9770 Culver Blvd.,
beginning February 24th. Please review directions to free parking for one hour below City Hall or
consider using CulverCityBus.

If you have any questions, you may reach the City Clerk's Office at (310) 253-5851 or by email to
city.clerk@culvercity.org.
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General Plan and Zoning Code Updates at Upcoming
Planning Commission and City Council Meetings
02/02/2024

Updates on the 2045 General Plan and associated Zoning Code Amendments will
be presented to the Planning Commission on February 14th, 2024, at 7pm and to
the City Council at their regular meeting on February 26th, 2024, at 7pm.

The General Plan consultant team and City staff will provide updates on the
process and detail the next steps for the ongoing General Plan Update, including
outcomes from the Public Draft Plan review period and outreach meetings in fall of
2023. The Public Draft Plan and outreach summary are available to view at on the
project website.
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The Zoning Code Update consultant team and City staff will present the Draft
Zoning Code Framework, including development standards and lists of allowable
uses for each new zone, and the Draft Zoning Map. The Draft Framework and Map
will be available for review online prior to the Planning Commission meeting.

Learn more about the General Plan and Zoning Code on the project website or contact
Advance Planning staff at (310) 253-5740 or advance.planning@culvercity.org.

Culver City: Updated Forecast from National Weather Service
02/04/2024

Updates, Reminders, and Resources during
Rainy Weather

Rainfall has been limited the past few days, and the National Weather Service
is providing updated forecasts for the storms expected to impact Culver City
and the surrounding areas this week. We want our community to be prepared
and informed of the City's storm prep plan. Below is the latest update.

What to Expect (Updated)

Beginning at 12 p.m. on Sunday through Tuesday night, the National
Weather Service says to expect heavy to very heavy rains.
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Peak rain rates could reach .5 to 1 inch per hour.

There are significant flood warnings and potential for flash flooding
throughout the county because of the excessive rain.

Rain will significantly impact the morning commute. We can expect
flooded roadways and freeways.

NWS is advising people to stay home, if possible, in order to help keep
people off the roadways.

Peak gust winds are also a concern, with gusts peaking from 1 p.m.
Sunday to 1 a.m. Monday. High winds could cause downed trees and
power outages.

LAX may also be affected by the weather.
Culver City first responders continue to take multiple steps to ensure safety
and ongoing preparation. The Culver City Fire Department has sand and
sandbags available at Fire Station One in downtown Culver City. Sandbags are
available to residents, 10 per household, at our headquarters fire station
location at 9600 Culver Blvd. They are self-serve and can be found at the back
of the fire station. Sandbags are also still available for free at the City Yard at
9505 Jefferson Boulevard.

The Culver City Police Department is working with the Housing and Human
Services team, patrolling flood channels to ensure there aren't any unhoused
residents affected by the rainstorms. The Public Works Department is
monitoring storm impacts and will clear major debris throughout the City. The
public is also encouraged to help staff with trash pickup by placing bins 1 foot
from the curb. 

Residents are encouraged to sign up for the City's alert system Everbridge to
stay informed of the very latest news about the storm. 

You can also find useful resources on the Culver City Fire Department's
website. 

Important Phone Numbers 

Immediate Emergency Assistance: For life-threatening situations, call
911. 

Visit the City’s Homeless Services webpage for help if you become
unhoused.

Adults or families seeking emergency winter shelter should call Los
Angeles Homeless Services Authority at (800) 548-6047. You can also
call 211 or visit 211LA's website for more information. 

City of Culver City Office of Emergency Management (310) 253-5900 

City of Culver City Department of Public Works, Maintenance
Operations, (310) 253-6420

You can find contacts for utilities by visiting the Culver City website.
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Culver City Officials Recommend Residents Take Precautions
Due to Concerns of Potential Mudslide Risks
02/05/2024

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
February 5, 2024

Contact:
Dustin Klemann, Public Information Manager

dustin.klemann@culvercity.org
(310) 253-5783

Culver City Officials Recommend Culver Crest
Residents Take Precautions Due to Concerns of

Potential Mudslide Risks
In response to the ongoing inclement weather conditions and the increased risk of
mudslides, Culver City is recommending residents take precautions.

Mud flows have been reported behind two homes along Cranks Road and one home
along Flaxton Street. Due to the continuing rain, the City is asking residents who
live above, below, or adjacent to a hillside in or below the Upper Crest
neighborhood, including the following streets to take extra precaution as the
situation develops:

Cranks Road
Flaxton Street
Youngworth Road
Ranch Road
Drakewood Avenue
Lugo Way
Tellefson Road
Stubbs Lane
Esterina Way
Linda Way
St. James Drive
Hill Road
Culview Street
Molony Road
Stephon Terrace
Bernardo Road
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Recommendations from Ready.Gov for landslide preparedness include monitoring your
property for signs of landslides. Residents should seek advice from a geotechnical
expert for evaluating landslide hazards or designing corrective techniques to
reduce landslide risk. A professional can advise you of the best ways to prevent or
reduce landslide risk, without creating further hazard. If an immediate, dangerous
situation is observed, please call 9-1-1. If you have questions or non-urgent
concerns, please call Public Works Maintenance Operations at (310) 253-6420.

The National Weather Service has forecasted continued heavy rainfall in the region
through Tuesday, leading to concerns about the stability of the terrain in the area.
The City, along with the Culver City Fire Department and Public Works, is
evaluating the situation and will provide additional recommendations when
available.

Residents are urged to stay informed about the latest updates through official
channels, including local news outlets and Culver City's official communication
channels. For real-time information and updates, residents are encouraged to
follow Culver City's official social media accounts and sign up for Everbridge, the
City's alert platform for updates to your phone.

You can also find useful resources on the Culver City Fire Department's website. 

The City of Culver City appreciates the cooperation and understanding of residents
during this challenging time and is committed to ensuring the safety and well-
being of the community.

About Culver City

Culver City is a five-square-mile, urban community of 40,779 residents surrounded
mostly by the City of Los Angeles but also shares a border with unincorporated
areas of Los Angeles County. It is centrally located on the Westside near Santa
Monica, Beverly Hills, and Los Angeles International Airport.  Culver City is
particularly known for its well-run public school system, "small town" charm,
growing high-tech and creative economies, and a dynamic downtown that is
regionally known as a destination for restaurants, live theater, and art galleries. 

###
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Photo of mud forming behind homes on Cranks Road.

Photo of rainy conditions causing mudflow issues behind homes on Cranks Road.

Culver City Declares Local Emergency, Issues Evacuation
Warning for Residents of Culver Crest Area
02/05/2024
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
February 5, 2024

Contact:
Dustin Klemann, Public Information Manager

dustin.klemann@culvercity.org
(310) 253-5783

Culver City Declares Local Emergency, Issues
Evacuation Warning for Residents of Culver Crest

Area
In response to the ongoing inclement weather conditions and the increased risk of
mudslides, Culver City has declared a local emergency and issued a evacuation
warning for certain areas of the Culver Crest neighborhood.

Difference Between Evacuation Warning and Evacuation Order

An evacuation warning means that it is time to prepare to leave your
home and the area, gather your family, pets, basic needs and important
paperwork and listen for instructions from local officials.
An evacuation order means you must leave your home or business
immediately. Failure to follow an evacuation order may endanger your life
and the lives of others and may result in injury or death. Once you have left
the area, you will not be able to return until local authorities lift the
evacuation order. The City has not issued an evacuation order at this time.  

Earlier on Monday, mud flows were reported behind two homes along Cranks Road
and one home along Flaxton Street. 

Evacuation Warnings have been issued for areas of Culver City’s Upper Crest area
due to potential mud or debris flows. All evacuation warnings are currently in
effect from 3 p.m. on Monday, February 5th through 11:59 p.m. on
Tuesday, February 6th. 

• Cranks Road (Tellefson Road to St James Drive) (10600 and 10700 blocks)

• Tellefson Road (Cranks Road to Stubbs Lane) (5712 – 5825)

• Ranch Road (Tellefson Road to Cranks Road) (10600 and 10700 blocks)

• Stubbs Lane (entirety) (10700 block)

• Lugo Way (entirety) (10700 block)

• Youngworth Road (Ranch Road to Flaxton Street) (10600 block)

mailto:dustin.klemann@culvercity.org


2/14/24, 4:18 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Penmar tennis courts

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRQU-TJSG52a7oDdBD-robTMW6uKzBIYPgGAKGfy3iWI2nBm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&p… 20/31

• Flaxton Street (Youngworth Road to Drakewood Ave) (10600 block)

• Drakewood Avenue (Ranch Road to Northgate Street) (10600 block)

• Bernardo Road (Tellefson Road to terminus) (10800 block)

Those in the Evacuation Warning areas should listen to any instructions from
emergency responders and take steps now to gather family, pets, basic needs
supplies, medications and important paperwork to “GET SET” in the event that an
Evacuation Order is issued.

An emergency shelter is available at:
Veterans Memorial Complex - Multipurpose Room
4117 Overland Avenue
Culver City, CA 90232

You can read the proclamation of local emergency in full.

More Information & Resources

Recommendations from Ready.Gov for landslide preparedness include monitoring your
property for signs of landslides. Residents should seek advice from a geotechnical
expert for evaluating landslide hazards or designing corrective techniques to
reduce landslide risk. A professional can advise you of the best ways to prevent or
reduce landslide risk, without creating further hazard. If an immediate, dangerous
situation is observed, please call 9-1-1. If you have questions or non-urgent
concerns, please call Public Works Maintenance Operations at (310) 253-6420.

The National Weather Service has forecasted continued heavy rainfall in the region
through Tuesday, leading to concerns about the stability of the terrain in the area.
The City, along with the Culver City Fire Department and Public Works, is
evaluating the situation and will provide additional recommendations when
available.

Residents are urged to stay informed about the latest updates through official
channels, including local news outlets and Culver City's official communication
channels. For real-time information and updates, residents are encouraged to
follow Culver City's official social media accounts and sign up for Everbridge, the
City's alert platform for updates to your phone.

You can also find useful resources on the Culver City Fire Department's website. 

The City of Culver City appreciates the cooperation and understanding of residents
during this challenging time and is committed to ensuring the safety and well-
being of the community.

About Culver City

Culver City is a five-square-mile, urban community of 40,779 residents surrounded
mostly by the City of Los Angeles but also shares a border with unincorporated
areas of Los Angeles County. It is centrally located on the Westside near Santa
Monica, Beverly Hills, and Los Angeles International Airport.  Culver City is
particularly known for its well-run public school system, "small town" charm,
growing high-tech and creative economies, and a dynamic downtown that is
regionally known as a destination for restaurants, live theater, and art galleries. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiMzY5MzExNjciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTAwIiwidXJpIjoiYnAyOmRpZ2VzdCIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiI0Nzk0MDczNDQ3IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDIwNi44OTcyNjUyMSIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY3VsdmVyY2l0eS5hZG1pbi5vcGVuY2l0aWVzLmNvbS9maWxlcy9hc3NldHMvcHVibGljL3YvMS9kb2N1bWVudHMvbmV3cy9wcm9jbGFtYXRpb24tb2YtbG9jYWwtZW1lcmdlbmN5LWZvci0yMDI0LWZlYnJ1YXJ5LXdpbnRlci1zdG9ybXMucGRmIiwiZW1haWwiOiJldGhhbnNraUB5YWhvby5jb20ifQ.Ty_cBE-GzTffBOj_myXwKfSP2OYrgHAQWQhY3t-vtIQ
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiMzY5MzExNjciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTAxIiwidXJpIjoiYnAyOmRpZ2VzdCIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiI0NzkyNzA5NDM4IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDIwNi44OTcyNjUyMSIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnJlYWR5Lmdvdi9sYW5kc2xpZGVzLWRlYnJpcy1mbG93IiwiZW1haWwiOiJldGhhbnNraUB5YWhvby5jb20ifQ.C3XngCEJNioliGLv8kjne8kr9-mv6Lh7AW4teLKA2W4
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiMzY5MzExNjciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTAxIiwidXJpIjoiYnAyOmRpZ2VzdCIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiI0NzkyNzA5NDM4IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDIwNi44OTcyNjUyMSIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnJlYWR5Lmdvdi9sYW5kc2xpZGVzLWRlYnJpcy1mbG93IiwiZW1haWwiOiJldGhhbnNraUB5YWhvby5jb20ifQ.C3XngCEJNioliGLv8kjne8kr9-mv6Lh7AW4teLKA2W4
tel:3102536420
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiMzY5MzExNjciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTAyIiwidXJpIjoiYnAyOmRpZ2VzdCIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiI4ODM0MTU5NjUiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMjA2Ljg5NzI2NTIxIiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9tZW1iZXIuZXZlcmJyaWRnZS5uZXQvODkyODA3NzM2NzI5OTczL2xvZ2luIiwiZW1haWwiOiJldGhhbnNraUB5YWhvby5jb20ifQ.N_x-Y042mbg8FqIPNjN5_LfNo_yYZoD1G40F0qQL1SU
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiMzY5MzExNjciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTAyIiwidXJpIjoiYnAyOmRpZ2VzdCIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiI4ODM0MTU5NjUiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMjA2Ljg5NzI2NTIxIiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9tZW1iZXIuZXZlcmJyaWRnZS5uZXQvODkyODA3NzM2NzI5OTczL2xvZ2luIiwiZW1haWwiOiJldGhhbnNraUB5YWhvby5jb20ifQ.N_x-Y042mbg8FqIPNjN5_LfNo_yYZoD1G40F0qQL1SU
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiMzY5MzExNjciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTAzIiwidXJpIjoiYnAyOmRpZ2VzdCIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiIzNjIyNDAwMzk5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDIwNi44OTcyNjUyMSIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmN1bHZlcmNpdHlmZC5vcmcvRW1lcmdlbmN5LVByZXBhcmVkbmVzcy9FbWVyZ2VuY3ktUHJlcGFyZWRuZXNzLWZvci1TcGVjaWZpYy1EaXNhc3RlcnMvU3Rvcm1zIiwiZW1haWwiOiJldGhhbnNraUB5YWhvby5jb20ifQ.wqCQrppQ-YLm4W_2oa2jzdNjpd-LNDoYlqF3FErGUOU
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiMzY5MzExNjciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTA0IiwidXJpIjoiYnAyOmRpZ2VzdCIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiIxMDQ2NTE0NDEiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMjA2Ljg5NzI2NTIxIiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cDovL3d3dy5jdWx2ZXJjaXR5Lm9yZy8iLCJlbWFpbCI6ImV0aGFuc2tpQHlhaG9vLmNvbSJ9.F7KSwlRaT153yZl2d5Twgh7x8cVcVN56ff_P_B4faQE


2/14/24, 4:18 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Penmar tennis courts

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRQU-TJSG52a7oDdBD-robTMW6uKzBIYPgGAKGfy3iWI2nBm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&p… 21/31

###

Photo of mud forming behind homes on Cranks Road.

Photo of rainy conditions causing mudflow issues behind homes on Cranks Road.

Culver City Extends Evacuation Warning for Residents of
Culver Crest Area
02/06/2024
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
February 6, 2024

Contact:
Dustin Klemann, Public Information Manager

dustin.klemann@culvercity.org
(310) 253-5783

Culver City Extends Evacuation Warning for
Residents of Culver Crest Area

As the rain continued to fall throughout Tuesday, Culver City extended its
evacuation warning for certain areas of the Culver Crest neighborhood out of an
abundance of caution.

Difference Between Evacuation Warning and Evacuation Order

An evacuation warning means that it is time to prepare to leave your
home and the area, gather your family, pets, basic needs and important
paperwork and listen for instructions from local officials.
An evacuation order means you must leave your home or business
immediately. Failure to follow an evacuation order may endanger your life
and the lives of others and may result in injury or death. Once you have left
the area, you will not be able to return until local authorities lift the
evacuation order. The City has not issued an evacuation order at this time.  

On Monday, mud flows were reported behind two homes along Cranks Road and
one home along Flaxton Street. 

Evacuation warnings have been extended for same areas of Culver City’s Upper
Crest area due to potential mud or debris flows. All evacuation warnings
remain in effect through 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, February 7th. 

• Cranks Road (Tellefson Road to St James Drive) (10600 and 10700 blocks)

• Tellefson Road (Cranks Road to Stubbs Lane) (5712 – 5825)

• Ranch Road (Tellefson Road to Cranks Road) (10600 and 10700 blocks)

• Stubbs Lane (entirety) (10700 block)

• Lugo Way (entirety) (10700 block)

• Youngworth Road (Ranch Road to Flaxton Street) (10600 block)

• Flaxton Street (Youngworth Road to Drakewood Ave) (10600 block)

mailto:dustin.klemann@culvercity.org
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• Drakewood Avenue (Ranch Road to Northgate Street) (10600 block)

• Bernardo Road (Tellefson Road to terminus) (10800 block)

An emergency shelter is set up and available at:
Veterans Memorial Complex - Multipurpose Room
4117 Overland Avenue
Culver City, CA 90232

More Information & Resources

Recommendations from Ready.Gov for landslide preparedness include monitoring your
property for signs of landslides. Residents should seek advice from a geotechnical
expert for evaluating landslide hazards or designing corrective techniques to
reduce landslide risk. A professional can advise you of the best ways to prevent or
reduce landslide risk, without creating further hazard. If an immediate, dangerous
situation is observed, please call 9-1-1. If you have questions or non-urgent
concerns, please call Public Works Maintenance Operations at (310) 253-6420.

The rainfall in the region has created concerns about the stability of the terrain in
the area. The City, along with the Culver City Fire Department and Public Works,
continues to evaluate the situation and will provide additional recommendations
when available.

Residents are urged to stay informed about the latest updates through official
channels, including local news outlets and Culver City's official communication
channels. For real-time information and updates, residents are encouraged to
follow Culver City's official social media accounts and sign up for Everbridge, the
City's alert platform for updates to your phone.

You can also find useful resources on the Culver City Fire Department's website. 

The City of Culver City appreciates the cooperation and understanding of residents
during this challenging time and is committed to ensuring the safety and well-
being of the community.

About Culver City

Culver City is a five-square-mile, urban community of 40,779 residents surrounded
mostly by the City of Los Angeles but also shares a border with unincorporated
areas of Los Angeles County. It is centrally located on the Westside near Santa
Monica, Beverly Hills, and Los Angeles International Airport.  Culver City is
particularly known for its well-run public school system, "small town" charm,
growing high-tech and creative economies, and a dynamic downtown that is
regionally known as a destination for restaurants, live theater, and art galleries. 

###
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Culver City Police, along with Culver City Fire, went door to door to alert residents of the extended warning.

Special Events Grant Program - February 20th Pre-
Application Meeting Announced
02/07/2024

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
February 7, 2024

Contact:
Edgar Varela, Special Events Manager 

edgar.varela@culvercity.org
(310) 253-5752

Special Events Grant Program
February 20th, 2024 Pre-Application Meeting Announced

The Culver City Special Events Grant Program provides a centralized process for
sponsorship and funding requests for local events. New and returning applicants
are required to attend the online Pre-Application Meeting on February 20th, 2022
at 7 PM.
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The City of Culver City recognizes the community and economic benefits
associated with special events. We welcome the opportunity to partner with
individuals and groups to bring a variety of quality activities to the community.

The virtual mandatory meeting is on Tuesday, February 20th, 2024, from 7 PM to 8
PM. Registration for the mandatory meeting is required. Once registered, attendees will
be sent a link for the meeting. The 2024-25 Special Event Grant Program
application period opens on Monday, February 21st, 2024. The deadline to apply is
11:59 PM on Wednesday, March 20th, 2024. 

Smaller community or charitable events with a recreational, cultural, or social
benefit to residents are eligible. Larger-scale events that promote Culver City
regionally are also considered. Other eligibility requirements for events seeking
sponsorship include:

Must be open to the general public. 
Must take place in Culver City or immediately adjacent. 
Must take place between July 1, 2024 and June 30, 2025. 
Grant funding is not available to individuals or for events that serve a political
purpose or are sponsored by political organizations.

For more information, please contact Edgar Varela at by email or (310) 253-5752.

About Culver City

Culver City is a five-square-mile, urban community of 40,779 residents surrounded
mostly by the City of Los Angeles but also shares a border with unincorporated
areas of Los Angeles County. It is centrally located on the Westside near Santa
Monica, Beverly Hills, and Los Angeles International Airport.  Culver City is
particularly known for its well-run public school system, "small town" charm,
growing high-tech and creative economies, and a dynamic downtown that is
regionally known as a destination for restaurants, live theater, and art galleries. 

###
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Illustration of the Summer Sunset Music Series in Culver City in 2023. (Artwork by Joey Mason)

February 8th FINAL Community Meeting on Veterans
Memorial Park and Bill Botts Fields
02/07/2024

FINAL Community Meeting
Thursday, February 8th from 6 PM-8 PM

The City is envisioning the future for Bill Botts Fields and Veterans Memorial Park,
and we want to hear from you! The comprehensive visioning project will determine
how these two parks will accommodate the community's 21st century needs for
indoor and outdoor recreational, community meeting, event and cultural facilities.
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Community meetings and a community survey will help determine the needs and
priorities for Bill Botts Fields and Veterans Memorial Park. 

IN-PERSON COMMUNITY MEETINGS 
Thursday, February 8, 2024, 6-8PM

The community meeting will be held at Veterans Memorial Building located at 4117
Overland Ave., Culver City, CA 90230.  Free parking is available onsite. To avoid
parking challenges, attendees are encouraged to take alternative transportation
including Culver CityBus or to walk, bike and ride to the event.  Veterans Memorial
is served by Culver CityBus Lines 1, 3 and 7 as well as the Line 1C1 Circulator with
frequent service to and from the Art's District.  Please contact Culver CityBus to
plan your visit at CulverCityBus website or (310) 253-6500.

ONLINE COMMUNITY MEETINGS
To attend the above community meeting virtually, please visit the Project Website
and click on the virtual meeting link.

For more information about the visioning project for Bill Botts Fields and Veterans
Memorial Park, please visit the Project Website with past community meeting
minutes, past presentations, and meeting board displays.  

 

Equity and Human Relations Award Nominations are NOW
OPEN!
02/08/2024
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The Culver City Equity and Human Relations Advisory Committee created the
Equity and Human Relations Award to honor outstanding individuals for their
contributions to equity and human relations in Culver City.

Recipients will be individuals and/or organizations who embody inclusiveness,
altruism, and giving through volunteerism and public service to make Culver City a
better place for all people to live.

Each honoree will be presented a medallion by the Culver City, City Council during
a Council meeting.

 

Award Categories
An award will be presented to no more than one individual in each category:

A Culver City resident or a person employed in Culver City
A student attending any CCUSD school or West Los Angeles College
A Culver City business owner
The president or executive director of a non-profit organization serving the
Culver City area

 

Who May Nominate
Any Culver City resident, business owner, student, or person employed in the city
may nominate an individual who embodies the attributes described above.

 

Deadline
Nominations for the 2024 Awards must be received online or by mail no later than
Thursday, February 29, 2024. (A mailed nomination form postmarked February
29, 2024, will be acceptable.)

 

How To Submit Nominations

Submit the online award nomination form
Download the form here, complete, and mail in the nomination form.   

 

Completed nomination forms can be mailed to:
City of Culver City
Human Resources Department
9770 Culver Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90232

Visit the Equity and Human Relations Award webpage for more information.
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Agenda Now Available for the Regular Planning Commission
Meeting of February 14, 2024
02/08/2024

PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC MEETING

Attend In-person or virtually Via Webex

MEETING DETAILS:

 

When

Wednesday, February 14, 2024

                                              at 7 PM

 

Where

Mike Balkman Council Chambers

9770 Culver Blvd., Culver City, First Floor

(Courtesy option to attend virtually via Webex)

** Indoor masking is highly recommended, but not required, at
City Council, Commission, Board and Committee meetings.

The meeting agendas and related items are currently available on the City website.

 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR MEETING PARTICIPATION:

***The public may attend this meeting in person or via video conference.***

Virtual attendance is offered as a courtesy. Technical difficulties shall not require meeting
postponement.

How to Submit a Written Public Comment Prior to the Meeting: Once the agenda is
published: Find the active eComment link to the right of the agenda date, then choose the agenda item

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiMzY5MzExNjciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTAwIiwidXJpIjoiYnAyOmRpZ2VzdCIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiIxMDQ2NTE0NDEiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMjA5Ljg5OTMzNTMxIiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cDovL3d3dy5jdWx2ZXJjaXR5Lm9yZy8iLCJlbWFpbCI6ImV0aGFuc2tpQHlhaG9vLmNvbSJ9._w6KKozu95OV9Hvs-7C3zw46ilYAcia8zJxxxHeDrYM
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and add your comment. Watch a video tutorial on How to make an eComment.  

Comments must be received at least 4 hours in advance of the meeting. Written comments WILL NOT
be read aloud during the meeting.

How to Attend the Meeting:

In-Person: Face masks are strongly recommended but not required. Learn about the
Coronavirus and the City's response, recommendations, and requirements.
How to Join the Meeting Online via Webex: Once the meeting has started, find the meeting link
under "Attend a Meeting Remotely" on the City's website. Registration is no longer required.

How to Provide Verbal Public Comment In-Person or Online: ***New Process***

Find the meeting link under "Request to speak at a Meeting" on the City's website. Complete
and submit the online form. Indicate if you are attending in-person or online and select all the
items on which you wish to make a verbal comment. It is highly recommended that you register
to speak prior to the meeting's start time, regardless if you are attending in-person or online.
A QR code to the online form will be provided on site for in-person attendees. Verbal public
comments are taken at the time the particular agenda item is considered. Requests to speak
must be submitted before the start of the public comment period for each agenda item or will
not be considered. Whenever reasonable, speakers will be called in chronological order based
on when they registered to speak. Each speaker may address the members of the body for up
to three minutes.

Face masks are strongly recommended but not required. Learn about the Coronavirus and the City's
response, recommendations, and requirements.
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Follow us on social media for everything under the sun at LA Parks!
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Fw: Griffith Park Pony Rides welfare check 12/11 at 3:00 pm
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Fri, Feb 16, 2024 at 7:44 AM
To: Zohra Fahim >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 10:09 PM Zohra Fahim < > wrote:

On Sunday August 21 st, 2022,

Concern:

· SPOT was in full working condition on August 21 st, 2022 while her head was bobbing. As you witness the inexperienced
workers kept her on the turnstile. They didn’t even check her to see if she was okay. It was because of activist that complained to
the Rangers who then spoke to the workers. I unfortunately cannot be there 24/7 to ensure that all animals are in full working
condition.

Her head bobbing here: https://youtu.be/WwCCVVpayZY

And also here: https://youtu.be/xsi23hDaKcw

On Monday, September 26th, 2022, I had a scheduled inspection of the GPPR facility where I met with owner/operator and his
staff. At that time, I examined each of the individual animals

#24) Spot (open lesion on withers) –currently under medical care and no longer in work per records. Patient should remain out
of work until condition is completely resolved and cleared by regular attending veterinarian.

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Fw: Griffith Park Pony Rides welfare check 12/11 at 3:00 pm
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Fri, Feb 16, 2024 at 7:43 AM
To: Zohra Fahim < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 9:03 PM Zohra Fahim < > wrote:
Zohra Fahim

President and Founder of Los Angeles Alliance for Animals 

“Strength does not come from physical capacity, it comes from an indomitable will" -Gandhi

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Zohra Fahim < >
To: Ani.nocfield@lacity.org <ani.nocfield@lacity.org>; Oscar.peregrina@lacity.org <oscar.peregrina@lacity.org>;
mayor.helpdesk@lacity.org <mayor.helpdesk@lacity.org>; annette.ramirez@lacity.org <annette.ramirez@lacity.org>;

< >; rap.commissioners@lacity.
orgHide <rap.commissioners@lacity.orghide>; michael.a.shull@lacity.org <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>
Sent: Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at 11:10:17 AM PST
Subject: Griffith Park Pony Rides welfare check 12/11 at 3:00 pm

Hi Lieutenant Peregrina,

Thank you for your hard work and dedication towards the protection of our animals. I understand your
plate is full, so I thank you in advance for attention on this issue.

I would like to kindly submit a welfare check to the below items:

·       On Saturday 12/11, the horses and ponies at Griffith Park and Pony Ride were being overworked.

·       On Saturday 12/11 a pony at Griffith Park and Pony Ride, a pony was elevating both of its back
hooves simultaneous. A patron walking by and I expressed our concern, and one of the workers tried
checking the hooves but was unsuccessful. We requested that their “direct equine veterinarian” examine
this pony. The manager did not respond to this request or our concerns, and we were met with her
laughing. I know that you’re the expert thus I wanted to submit this issue to you, and ask you if this is
normal (picture attached), and to please have an equine veterinarian ensure that this pony does not
have any issues? I apologize as I do not have a video for you to capture full scope, however will provide
to you moving forward. 

I am respectfully urging you to please enforce the following law:

Penal Code 597

mailto:Oscar.peregrina@lacity.org
mailto:oscar.peregrina@lacity.org
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((b) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (a) or (c), every person who overdrives, overloads,
drives when overloaded, overworks, tortures, torments, deprives of necessary sustenance, drink, or
shelter, cruelly beats, mutilates, or cruelly kills any animal, or causes or procures any animal to be so
overdriven, overloaded, driven when overloaded, overworked, tortured, tormented, deprived of
necessary sustenance, drink, shelter, or to be cruelly beaten, mutilated, or cruelly killed; and whoever,
having the charge or custody of any animal, either as owner or otherwise, subjects any animal to
needless suffering, or inflicts unnecessary cruelty upon the animal, or in any manner abuses any animal,
or fails to provide the animal with proper food, drink, or shelter or protection from the weather, or who
drives, rides, or otherwise uses the animal when unfit for labor, is, for each offense, guilty of a crime
punishable pursuant to subdivision (d).

I respectfully am urging you to advocate for the retirement of the Appalloosa pony that has
lameness, and should not be working. I am respectfully urging you to have animal cruelty charges
filed against this concessionaire for allowing a Appalloosa pony to work for almost seven hours (on
multiple days while having workers chase after this animal), when this horse has gait issues.

·    Appalloosa pony spotted with lameness, appeared to be fatigued, chased by workers for
almost seven hours on this day. I understand that you’re still investigating, however I have
observed this horse to be working, and this horse should not be working, rather be resting. This
issue is garnering national attention, (please refer to letter below from horse expert who trains
law enforcement agencies on proper handling of equines and investigating equine abuse).

Dear Michael Shull,

I respectfully am urging you to exercise default provisions towards the operator Griffith Park and
Pony Rides, Stephen Weeks for not upholding the contract. Placing a child on a unstable pony to provide
rides poses a huge safety risk to children, and this can cause an injury to a child. This can also poses a
huge lawsuit against the city if a child is injured. In addition, allowing for a horse to be overworked with
no water for almost seven hours in 90 F is endangering livestock.

Please refer to below of the contract:

A child was injured on July, 2021 of this year (please refer to video below), as I have deep concern for
the children that visit this park as we have observed the saddle to continue to slip.

Griffith Park Pony Ride and Petting Zoo: Girl trampled and dragged when saddle slips. July 2021

Thank you for all the hard work you do in our community. It is greatly appreciated.
All my best to you,  

Zohra

Griffith Park Pony Ride and Petting Zoo Contract

https://youtu.be/0XydAbh0GI4
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Nov 24 at 5:34 PM

Scott Beckstead < >

To: michael.a.shull@lacity.org, mayor.helpdesk@lacity.org, rap.commissioners@lacity.org 

Dear Michael, 

I am a lifelong horse owner and an expert in equine care and welfare. As part of my work I provide
training to law enforcement agencies on proper handling of equines and investigating equine abuse and
neglect. I am also an adjunct professor of law at Willamette University in Salem, Oregon, where I teach
classes in animal law. 

I have observed video of the conditions under which the ponies are expected to work at the Griffith Park
pony ride attraction. Based on those observations it is clear to me that the owner of that facility is not
attending to the basic welfare needs of the animals in his or her care. I am particularly concerned about
a small spotted white pony with an irregular gait that could indicate either pronounced musculoskeletal
injuries or neurological disease, such as stringhalt. This animal must be immediately removed from work
and put under the care of an equine veterinarian. I am also concerned that the animals appeared to be
working on hot summer days where they were clearly fatigued and sluggish in their movements. 

Because these appear to be chronic and ongoing problems, I would expect immediate action by the city,
including revoking the facility‘s permit and shutting it down so the animals can be placed in more
humane living conditions. 

Thank you for considering my views and please advise if you have any questions or I can be of further
assistance. 

Scott Beckstead

Sutherlin, Oregon

Zohra Fahim

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Request to Host mental health & suicide prevention Event at a City Location
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 20, 2024 at 8:37 AM
To: Celebrating Teen Success < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to
staff.

On Mon, Feb 19, 2024 at 10:08 PM Celebrating Teen Success < > wrote:

Dear City Of Los Angeles,

I hope this letter finds you in good health and high spirits. I am writing to you today to request your support and

partnership in hosting a mental health and suicide prevention pop up event and by Celebrating Teen Success I LUV ME

Movement within the city of Los Angeles as an engaged community member deeply concerned about the well-being of

our city's teens and young adults, I believe that organizing such an event can play a vital role in saving lives and

fostering a supportive environment for those in need. Suicide rates have been on the rise in recent years, and it is

crucial that we take proactive steps to address this public health issue. By hosting a mental health and suicide

prevention pop up event, we aim to provide a safe and nurturing space for individuals, especially teenagers and young

adults, who may be struggling with mental health challenges or contemplating self-harm.

The pop up primary objective is to raise awareness about suicide prevention, promote mental health education, and

empower participants with coping strategies, support networks, and resources. We plan to collaborate with mental

health professionals, counselors, and volunteers to facilitate workshops, group discussions, outdoor activities, and

therapeutic sessions. In light of the above, I kindly request that City Of Los Angeles consider donating one of your

designated locations for hosting the suicide prevention pop up event and permits to host such event. We are open to

discussing potential sites that would be suitable for this purpose, such as community centers, parks, or

recreational facilities, taking into account their accessibility and appropriateness for the activities planned we would like

to plan for this event to happen on 

September 14, 2024 Suicide Prevention Week.

VC No. 9574
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By leveraging the city's resources and infrastructure, we can ensure the success of this initiative and maximize its

positive impact on our community. We would greatly appreciate any logistical support you can provide, including the

provision of a suitable venue, basic amenities, and assistance with promoting the camp within the local community.

Furthermore, I am confident that this collaboration would reflect the city of Sacramento commitment to the well-being of

its residents and its dedication to creating a supportive environment for all. Hosting a suicide prevention pop up aligns

with the City's values of compassion, inclusion, and proactive community engagement.

I am more than willing to meet in person or discuss the details further to address any concerns or questions you may

have. Please feel free to contact me at 213-696-2394 or via email at info@celebratingteensucess.org together, we can

make a difference and save lives. Thank you for your time and consideration of this important request. I eagerly await

your positive response and the opportunity to work together in creating a safer and more resilient city.

sincerely,

Imani Higgins

Celebrating Teen Success

https://www.celebratingteensuccess.org

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Pacific Palisades RAP Meeting March 21
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 20, 2024 at 12:31 PM
To: donna burkons < >
Cc: " " <j >, " " < >

Good a�ernoon,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners and staff.

On Tue, Feb 20, 2024 at 11:50 AM donna burkons < > wrote:

Hello, 

I would like to request/create a board report for the RAP Mee�ng on March 21 @
Pacific Palisades Rec at 9 am.

Pacific Palisades is a "pickleball desert" south of Mulholland Dr,  West of the 405 ,
 east of Topanga Blvd and north Santa Monica and the 10 freeway. 

Approximately 70,000+ residents live in the area and between Palisades Rec,
Rus�c Canyon and Brentwood, there are 14 tennis courts.    As a contrast,
Granada Hills has 50,000 residents and has at least 4 Pickleball courts available at
Pe�t Park.  

There are a total of 804 available hours of court play per week between Rus�c
and PP.  Pickleball has 0% of those hours.  We USED to have 12 hours per week or
just 1.4% of court �me that was taken away without jus�fica�on (tennis s�ll had
98% of court �me).  We are asking for just 10% of court hours=1 dedicated court
that will be limited to the number of people on the courts at any given �me for
our pilot program.

 We have a pilot program we would like to propose at the mee�ng.

Thank you so much

Donna Burkons

VC No. 9575
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Media Park - Performance Content & Noise Complaint
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 27, 2024 at 9:22 AM
To: 

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Feb 27, 2024 at 9:10 AM LA Parks Public Information <RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org> wrote:
Hello,

Please see the forwarded message below.

Thank you,

Caro

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From:  < >
Date: Sun, Feb 25, 2024 at 5:28 PM
Subject: Media Park - Performance Content & Noise Complaint
To: RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org <RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org>
Cc: Sean ~ General Manager < >

Greetings, 

I'm the property manager for 3775 S. Canfield Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90034.  I've managed this property since 2008.

This is a 27-unit multi-family apartment complex.  I have tenants with children that live in this apartment complex. 
There are 15 units that have windows that face Venice Blvd.  

There is a live performance with comedians that's been going on across the street at Media Park for many hours now. 

My tenants are complaining because it's so loud that the dialogue from Media Park can be heard very clearly, even
though we're not directly across the street, and also the second building down from Venice Boulevard. 

Beside it being so loud, almost every other word is: 

Fu*ker, motherf**ker, nigg*r, stupid b*tch, p*ssy, bl*wjob, c*nt, and the list of obscenities goes on. 

They're also talking about having sex in detail, and drug use. 

VC No. 9576
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One of the comedians mentioned in his act that he grew up in the Rockledge Apartments in Wakefield, MA.  Like I said,
we can hear every word.

 

This is not the first time my tenants have complained about overly loud performances at Media Park, and their desire for
“quiet enjoyment” over the weekends.  

 

In the past I told my tenants that the perfomances usually don’t last all afternoon, but due to the obscenities and vulgar
content that's not appropriate for children, I have to address this so it doesn’t happen again.  

 

Patrons at surrounding businesses such Trader Joe's and In-N-Out also hear this performance loud and clear. 

 

I want to file a formal complaint with the City on behalf of my tenants and the property owner.  My contact information
follows below. 

 

I appreciate your help. 

 

Warm regards,

 

Sean

 

Sean P. Uray

Property Manager

General Manager

3775 S. Canfield Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90034

E-mail:  

--
 

Department of Recreation and Parks 
Public Information Office
Email: rap.publicinfo@lacity.org
Phone: 213-202-2700
Website: www.laparks.org

Follow us on social media for everything under the sun at LA Parks!
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Petition · SUPPORT TO KEEP OAKWOOD PARKS NAME & RETRACT MOTION
FOR OAKWOOD PARK NAME CHANGE IN VENICE · Change.org
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 27, 2024 at 8:21 AM
To: Laura Ceballos < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 26, 2024 at 2:26 PM Laura Ceballos < > wrote:

https://www.change.org/p/support-to-keep-oakwood-parks-name-retract-motion-for-oakwood-park-name-change-in-
venice

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Golf Tee Times - Bots
1 message

Michael Maslin < > Fri, Feb 23, 2024 at 6:38
To: Rick Reinschmidt <rick.reinschmidt@lacity.org>
Cc: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Just following up on this. 

Bots continue to be an issue and it’s disappointing that nothing is being done. It’s also very frustrating that in all of my prior emails, you’ve denied their existence. Why are you denying it, rather than trying to find 
solution?

Here’s a forum from December 2023. 

From the golf community on Reddit
reddit.com

At Rancho, I’ve heard the starter say during a prime time weekend morning “how did you get this tee time? it’s usually booked by a regular.” With the amount of competition, it would literally be impossible to have
a regular tee time without a bot. 

Please advise. 

Michael Maslin
Phone: 
Email: 

On Jan 2, 2024, at 9:19 AM, Rick Reinschmidt <rick.reinschmidt@lacity.org> wrote:

Hello Michael

Thank you for your email regarding LA City Golf tee times. We are well aware of the SEVERAL companies such as Loop Golf who offer services to notify golfers when there
are open tee times on multiple booking engines. We are working with our City Attorneys to see what our options are and what we can do about it. To our knowledge, these
sites are not booking anything and do not have access to customer accounts. They simply notify golfers when tee times become available and the golfers still need to book
the tee times. This is nothing that golfers cannot do themselves. 

As far as those multiple tee times all of a sudden becoming available at Rancho Park Golf Course on the morning of December 23, that was not done by a bot. That was
done by staff at Rancho Park Golf Course. We cancelled a pre-booked tournament at the last minute due to inclement weather and it was determined early that morning that
carts were not to be permitted on Rancho Park Golf Course. Per our Tournament Policy, groups may cancel if pre booked and prepaid carts are not available at the time of
the event. 

Thank you

On Sat, Dec 23, 2023 at 8:31 AM Michael Maslin < > wrote:
Hi Rick,

Happy Holidays!

In your previous reply, you indicated that it’s not clear if people are still using bots. Well, I’m sharing proof that the issue still exists. Attached are screenshots of an alert my friend got this morning
from an app that gives notifications when tee times become available from cancellations etc. 

A block of 6 prime time tee times (4somes from 9:30a - 10:20a) become available all at the exact same time. This would not be possible without someone having a bot to book them all up and
cancel them all at the same time. 

I’m hopeful that steps will be taken to help the average LA golfer get tee times. 

Can you please let me know what your thoughts are?

Warm regards,
Michael

Michael Maslin
Phone: 
Email: 

VC No. 9578
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On Nov 9, 2023, at 9:20 AM, Michael Maslin < > wrote:

 Thank you for the response. 

Unfortunately, it is clear that not enough is being done, or, whatever is being done by GolfNow is still being circumvented. 

The fact of the matter is, there are bots being used every day and individuals are hoarding tee times and reselling them. This is not speculation - what you are hearing is a legitimate
issue - and it must be too difficult to catch the individuals who are violating the rules. 

A likely solution would be for GolfNow to make adjustments to how they restrict / catch bots. It’s likely that they need additional pressure from the LA municipality to make changes,
otherwise this is going to continue without any resolution. 

Michael Maslin
Phone: 
Email: 

On Nov 9, 2023, at 9:01 AM, Rick Reinschmidt <rick.reinschmidt@lacity.org> wrote:

 
Hello Michael

Thank you for your email regarding the LA City booking engine. We understand it has become extremely difficult to obtain a golf tee time over the
last couple of years. Especially since we have a lot less inventory (10 minute intervals as opposed to 6 or 8 minutes). Our tee time vendor,
GolfNow, built a "bot-squasher" into our booking engine. When it detects suspicious or unusually fast activity at 6:00 a.m., it automatically places
a CAPTCHA on that IP address to prevent that from happening in the future. As far as reselling of tee times, yes we've heard of that happening.
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We have not seen that happening. If we do catch any company or any golfer violating our policy, we take action and suspend their Player Card
and/or playing privileges. 

We thank you for your concerns and your patronage. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>
Date: Wed, Nov 8, 2023 at 10:38 AM
Subject: Re: Golf Tee Times - Bots
To: Michael Maslin < >
Cc: RAP Golf <rap.golf@lacity.org>, jimmy.kim@lacity.org <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the Commissioners and staff.

On Tue, Nov 7, 2023 at 12:25 PM Michael Maslin <  wrote:
To whom it may concern:

I am an avid golfer and frequent the city's municipal courses as much as I can. However, over the last few months, it has become nearly impossible to get a tee
time.

I wake up at 6am every morning to try to get one, but they are gone within seconds. 

It has been brought to my attention that there are people who have bots that scoop up every tee time as soon as they become available, and then they are being
re-sold to people in the know.

Is the Rec and Parks division aware of this issue? Is anything being done to fix this?

I've paid for a players card, I pay my taxes, etc. and something needs to be done so I (and thousands of others) can actually enjoy the courses.

Looking forward to hearing back.

Best regards,

Michael

Michael Maslin

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

--

--

mailto:rap.commissioners@lacity.org
mailto:jimmy.kim@lacity.org
http://www.laparks.org/


2/27/24, 2:00 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Golf Tee Times - Bots

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSxxAEk0W-T-gOSUO-h6CCZnWJtcBe93mEk0_RmgSphFqG5/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&per… 1/7

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Golf Tee Times - Bots
1 message

Rick Reinschmidt <rick.reinschmidt@lacity.org> Fri, Feb 23, 2024 at 10:
To: Michael Maslin >
Cc: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Hello Michael

Thank you for your email. As I mentioned before, our long-term golf tee time vendor, GolfNow, monitors this activity with a special bot-squasher that was created specifically for the L.A
City golf tee time booking engine. By the time a golf reservation hits our tee sheets, it is virtually impossible to know how it was booked other than if it was booked via the web, call
center, or mobile app. If our bot-squasher detects suspicious activity or unusually fast activity, it will automatically throw a CAPTCHA on that IP address to prevent future activity. I've
been working with our Department's City Attorneys and we've sent Cease and Desist letters to multiple companies such as Loop Golf. There are several of these companies popping up
lately.  

As for the alleged brokering of tee times goes... that's a whole different issue. Again, without specific names and contacts, we have no way of tracking if this is taking place. Much of w
is posted online in these forums are simply not true or extremely exaggerated. We are, however, coming up with ideas for the near future that would help prevent some of this activity 
fact it is taking place. 

Thank you    

On Fri, Feb 23, 2024 at 6:38 AM Michael Maslin < > wrote:
Just following up on this. 

Bots continue to be an issue and it’s disappointing that nothing is being done. It’s also very frustrating that in all of my prior emails, you’ve denied their existence. Why are you denying it, rather than trying to fin
solution?

Here’s a forum from December 2023. 

From the golf community on Reddit
reddit.com

At Rancho, I’ve heard the starter say during a prime time weekend morning “how did you get this tee time? it’s usually booked by a regular.” With the amount of competition, it would literally be impossible to ha
a regular tee time without a bot. 

Please advise. 

Michael Maslin
Phone: 
Email: 

On Jan 2, 2024, at 9:19 AM, Rick Reinschmidt <rick.reinschmidt@lacity.org> wrote:

 
Hello Michael

Thank you for your email regarding LA City Golf tee times. We are well aware of the SEVERAL companies such as Loop Golf who offer services to notify golfers when there
are open tee times on multiple booking engines. We are working with our City Attorneys to see what our options are and what we can do about it. To our knowledge, these
sites are not booking anything and do not have access to customer accounts. They simply notify golfers when tee times become available and the golfers still need to book
the tee times. This is nothing that golfers cannot do themselves. 

As far as those multiple tee times all of a sudden becoming available at Rancho Park Golf Course on the morning of December 23, that was not done by a bot. That was
done by staff at Rancho Park Golf Course. We cancelled a pre-booked tournament at the last minute due to inclement weather and it was determined early that morning that
carts were not to be permitted on Rancho Park Golf Course. Per our Tournament Policy, groups may cancel if pre booked and prepaid carts are not available at the time of
the event. 

Thank you

On Sat, Dec 23, 2023 at 8:31 AM Michael Maslin < > wrote:
Hi Rick,

Happy Holidays!

In your previous reply, you indicated that it’s not clear if people are still using bots. Well, I’m sharing proof that the issue still exists. Attached are screenshots of an alert my friend got this morning
from an app that gives notifications when tee times become available from cancellations etc. 

A block of 6 prime time tee times (4somes from 9:30a - 10:20a) become available all at the exact same time. This would not be possible without someone having a bot to book them all up and
cancel them all at the same time. 

I’m hopeful that steps will be taken to help the average LA golfer get tee times. 
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Sepulveda Garden Center Park Advisory Board
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 27, 2024 at 3:46 PM
To: Patricia Bates < >
Cc: Lili Costa <l >, Chinyere Stoneham <chinyere.stoneham@lacity.org>, Brian Yamasaki
<brian.yamasaki@lacity.org>, Maria Gomez <maria.a.gomez@lacity.org>, Wayne Neal <wayne.neal@lacity.org>, Darryl Ford
<darryl.ford@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Jennifer Camacho <jennifer.camacho@lacity.org>, Valeria Puente
<valeria.puente@lacity.org>, Emma Taylor <emma.taylor@lacity.org>, Walker King <walker.king@lacity.org>, Glenn Bailey
< >, Ricky Angel <ricky.angel@lacity.org>, ,

, , , , i

Good a�ernoon,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Feb 27, 2024 at 3:14 PM Patricia Bates < > wrote:
 Good Afternoon - 
Because we received no response  to our December 8, 2023 request that a Park Advisory Board be formed for the Sepulveda
Garden Center, we are repeating the request, below. Several of us plan on attending the Commission meeting on March 7, 2024 at
the Van Nuys Sherman Oaks Recreation Center to make comments regarding the SCG and other matters. 

On behalf of a group of Sepulveda Garden Center (SCG) stakeholders, we respectfully submit a request for consideration by
the Los Angeles Department of Recreation & Parks that a Park Advisory Board be formed for the SCG.  Please refer to the
attached document for a detailed explanation of the request and a list of stakeholders who volunteer to serve.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request. Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned to discuss.

Pat Bates

Mobile

Lili Costa
l
Mobile

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

VC No. 9579
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Ukrainian Protest / Skyline Festival
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Thu, Feb 29, 2024 at 10:48 AM
To: 

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Feb 29, 2024 at 10:37 AM LA Parks Public Information <RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org> wrote:
Hello,

Please see the message below.

Thank you.

Caro

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Sean Moir < >
Date: Wed, Feb 28, 2024 at 5:28 PM
Subject: Ukrainian Protest / Skyline Festival
To: <mayor.helpdesk@lacity.org>
Cc: <councilmember.Krekorian@lacity.org>, <RAP.PUBLICINFO@lacity.org>,  < >

Dear Honorable Mayor Blass,

I would like to express my sincere appreciation for the city's demonstration of solidarity with Ukraine, as evidenced by
their support for the Ukrainian protest at City Hall on February 24, the second anniversary of Russia's full-scale
invasion. I believe it is crucial to stand in support of freedom and democracy in these challenging times.  And I am
especially grateful to Councilmember Paul Krekorian for his thoughtful remarks at the protest. His presence meant a
lot to the community.

However, I am concerned about a scheduling conflict that arose between the protest and the Skyline Festival at Gloria
Molina Grand Park, directly adjacent to City Hall, since the noise from the festival’s soundchecks disrupted the protest
and the solemnity of the event.

Further, after the protest, the Ukrainian community had scheduled a prayer service at the Holodomor Monument in
Molina Park, a memorial dedicated to the victims of the Ukrainian genocide in the 1930s. However, all entrances to
the monument were closed off, preventing Ukrainian clergy and community members from paying their respects. This
closure occurred while concertgoers were freely permitted to walk around the area, which includes the adjacent
Armenian Genocide memorial, creating a stark contrast that compounded the feelings of disrespect towards both
communities and their deeply significant memorials.

Moving forward, I urge the city to implement improved communication and coordination between departments
involved in event planning and scheduling. This would ensure a more balanced and respectful approach to utilizing
public spaces and facilitating diverse community activities.  To achieve this, I propose the following suggestions:

· Respect for Memorial Grounds: Establish clear guidelines regarding the use of public spaces dedicated to
remembrance and solemn reflection.

VC NO. 9580

mailto:RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org
mailto:mayor.helpdesk@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.Krekorian@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.Krekorian@lacity.org
mailto:RAP.PUBLICINFO@lacity.org


2/29/24, 10:58 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Ukrainian Protest / Skyline Festival

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRScwblUjQThUcbuyTUTIPD9FVXeUE8A0_49XCNL3oiZXg0f/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt… 2/2

·         Enhanced Conflict Assessment: Strengthen the city's process for assessing potential conflicts when
approving permits for events in public spaces.
 

By taking these steps, the city can ensure a more balanced and respectful approach to utilizing public spaces and
facilitating diverse community activities.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Sean Moir and Valentyna Levytsky
 
cc:       Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks

Honorable Paul Krekorian, Los Angeles City Council

--
 

Department of Recreation and Parks 
Public Information Office
Email: rap.publicinfo@lacity.org
Phone: 213-202-2700
Website: www.laparks.org

Follow us on social media for everything under the sun at LA Parks!

   

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 4:14 PM
To: 

Good a�ernoon,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 3:34 PM Mary Romanek < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MS. Mary Romanek

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 20, 2024 at 7:12 AM
To: Cindy Caviedes < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sun, Feb 18, 2024 at 11:54 AM Cindy Caviedes < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
Ms. Cindy Caviedes

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:39 AM
To:

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 9:40 PM Lisa Stanley < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MS. Lisa Stanley

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 8:16 AM
To: 

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:16 PM Michelle Zhou < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MS. Michelle Zhou

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/26/24, 1:02 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - No more pony rides!!!

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSO068_oGJAw1vFbiRlyBaFB3fL3oSAYpD5n0aOrg1whpv5/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permth… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

No more pony rides!!!
1 message

Erica St John > Thu, Feb 22, 2024 at 11:53 AM
To: rap.commissioners@lacity.org

Hello,
I as a resident of LA want to strongly vote against bringing the pony rides back to Griffith Park. I’ve seen firsthand how the
ponies suffered for YEARS and it’s time to replace with a NON ANIMAL model.  We have made so much progress with
this we cannot go backwards. People need to evolve & grow with the times animals are not rides. Kids can have more fun
on safe rides like children’s mini toy cars, bumper cars etc. where they can be safely restrained inside or hold on to
handles, unlike just sitting openly on top of ponies with no proper hold.

Thank you,
Erica

Sent from my iPhone



2/16/24, 8:42 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRScuhr70idlFyAgxsPO1C9RwQ9MA8DVOJ_Nin7f2lpjrfbP/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Fri, Feb 16, 2024 at 7:42 AM
To:

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 7:56 PM Lisa Jaime < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MS. Lisa Jaime

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/13/24, 2:33 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSKW4CkTcYWaI0Qb-y-N0TbNv-glkY5h-2caPE33GPSYF8u/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:39 AM
To: e

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 5:40 PM Philip Patino < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MR. Philip Patino

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/14/24, 8:18 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRQU-TJSG52a7oDdBD-robTMW6uKzBIYPgGAKGfy3iWI2nBm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&per… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 8:16 AM
To: 

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 7:06 PM Thomas Tataranowicz < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MR. Thomas Tataranowicz

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/13/24, 1:42 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSKW4CkTcYWaI0Qb-y-N0TbNv-glkY5h-2caPE33GPSYF8u/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:37 AM
To: Rachael Catran < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 12:12 PM Rachael Catran <  wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
 Rachael Catran

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/14/24, 8:18 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Pony Rides

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRQU-TJSG52a7oDdBD-robTMW6uKzBIYPgGAKGfy3iWI2nBm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&per… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Pony Rides
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 8:16 AM
To: Amanda >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 5:43 PM Amanda < > wrote:
-NEVER use animals for entertainment and DO NOT bring back the pony rides, this is imperative to ensure no animals
return to a life of exploitation.

•The city doesn’t have the time or other resources to monitor the treatment of animals at these exhibits. And as we saw
with the Griffith Park and Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight meant that elderly ponies suffered from
dehydration, untreated mouth and teeth problems, hoof aliments, and saddle sores and that they lacked veterinary
care.

•Constituents want a non-animal model in Griffith Park because there is no acceptable option for a concession stand
featuring animals. Forcing animals into situation where they’re used as entertainment is exploitation, and its time to the
city to move on from this antiquated and cruel practice.

Thank you,
Amanda Turner

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/13/24, 2:32 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSKW4CkTcYWaI0Qb-y-N0TbNv-glkY5h-2caPE33GPSYF8u/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:38 AM
To: Nn Day >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 3:08 PM Nn Day < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MRS. Nn Day

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/16/24, 8:44 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re:

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRScuhr70idlFyAgxsPO1C9RwQ9MA8DVOJ_Nin7f2lpjrfbP/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re:
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Fri, Feb 16, 2024 at 7:50 AM
To: Samantha Prado < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Feb 15, 2024 at 11:48 PM Samantha Prado < > wrote:
I as a resident of LA want a NON ANIMAL model to replace the Griffith Park Pony Rides! We have made so much
progress with this we cannot go backwards. People need to evolve & grow with the times animals are not rides. Kids
can have more fun on safe rides like childrens mini toy cars, bumper cars etc. where they can be safely restrained
inside or hold on to handles, unlike just sitting openly on top of ponies with no proper hold.

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/16/24, 8:17 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Support Pony Ride

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRScuhr70idlFyAgxsPO1C9RwQ9MA8DVOJ_Nin7f2lpjrfbP/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Support Pony Ride
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Fri, Feb 16, 2024 at 7:44 AM
To: Zhen >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Feb 15, 2024 at 3:10 AM Zhen < > wrote:
Hello,

I am an equestrian and I have been riding my horses at Griffith Park for more than 10 years.  I highly support to bring
back the Pony Ride. Griffith Park Pony Ride is what makes Griffith Park unique and give low income family to have
close interaction with horses and ponies.  We as humans, we learn as we go. We must bring back the pony ride with
gold standard of care. Me being an equestrian was all started from an elementary school field trip to Griffith Park pony
ride.

Thank you!

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/16/24, 8:42 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Support for Griffith Park Pony Rides

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRScuhr70idlFyAgxsPO1C9RwQ9MA8DVOJ_Nin7f2lpjrfbP/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Support for Griffith Park Pony Rides
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Fri, Feb 16, 2024 at 7:43 AM
To: 2K8 Rossi Adams < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 9:56 PM 2K8 Rossi Adams < > wrote:
Hello,

I am writing to express fervent support for reviving the Griffith Park Pony
experience with live ponies. The pony rides have been a fixture at Griffith Park for
decades and they have constituted an affordable doorway to relationships with
horses for kids who might otherwise never get such an opportunity in the city.
Horses have a significant positive influence on human mental health for those of
us lucky enough to know them - Please vote on agenda items to support
accessibility to living ponies at the Griffith Park Pony Rides.
Warmest regards,
Catie & Kate

Cancel the Condos

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/13/24, 1:42 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Pony Rides

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSKW4CkTcYWaI0Qb-y-N0TbNv-glkY5h-2caPE33GPSYF8u/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Pony Rides
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:37 AM
To: Mike Fujimori <f >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 12:12 PM Mike Fujimori <f > wrote:
Hi commissioners.

I just want to urge you to put in place a non animal model at the formerly Griffith Park & Pony Rides.
Animals should not be exploited for entertainment and there are plenty of family friendly options without using animals
available.

Thank you so much for all you do and I know you’ll do the right and compassionate thing !

Sent from my iPhone

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/13/24, 1:41 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSKW4CkTcYWaI0Qb-y-N0TbNv-glkY5h-2caPE33GPSYF8u/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:33 AM
To: Terry GANDA <

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 10:50 AM Terry GANDA <  wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MS. Terry GANDA

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/20/24, 7:15 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSnWIeF5OT5WkZtLaFWIwL_oeUI9mHmVA3aXI1-6UTfDEA5/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&per… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 20, 2024 at 7:12 AM
To: 

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Feb 17, 2024 at 9:48 PM Catherine Beauchamp < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MRS. Catherine Beauchamp

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/13/24, 2:32 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Non animal model

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSKW4CkTcYWaI0Qb-y-N0TbNv-glkY5h-2caPE33GPSYF8u/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Non animal model
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:38 AM
To: Georja Umano < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 3:36 PM Georja Umano < > wrote:
Please replace pony rides with nonanimal model. Animals in entertainment suffer and their wellbeing goes on the
backburner.
Georja Jones
Los Angeles resident
Sent with good cheer

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/14/24, 8:18 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Non animal model for Griffith park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRQU-TJSG52a7oDdBD-robTMW6uKzBIYPgGAKGfy3iWI2nBm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&per… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Non animal model for Griffith park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 8:16 AM
To: Ruta Soltanpour < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 5:26 PM Ruta Soltanpour < > wrote:
Dear Recreation and Park representatives,

I am a concerned resident of Los Angeles, and I am urging you to convert the Griffith Park and Pony Rides to a non-
animal model.

At this day and age it would be completely against common sense to bring the animals back to the Griffith Park for
entertainment purposes. It would go against all that we know about animals used for entertainment suffering and would
support unnecessary animal abuse and cruelty, without any educational value.

Please convert the Griffith park recreation to a non-animal model, as has been decided on earlier. Please do not give
into powerful lobbying of those in the business of animal abuse.

Sincerely,

Ruta Soltanpour

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: No More Enslaved Animals at Griffith Park!
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:35 AM
To: 

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 11:27 AM LA Parks Public Information <RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Cassidy Thompson < >
Date: Sat, Feb 10, 2024 at 6:41 PM
Subject: No More Enslaved Animals at Griffith Park!
To: <RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org>

As a Los Angeles City constituent who cares about the well-being of animals and one of over 250,000 worldwide In
Defense of Animals supporters, I urge you to replace the Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal
model. Not only do pony rides, petting zoos, and other animal exhibits involve animal suffering, but they also teach
children the inappropriate lesson that animals are carnival equipment to be used for entertainment, rather than teaching
them to respect and value animals as sentient beings.

I also urge you to look into the six elderly ponies who were allegedly transferred to other facilities while Stephen Weeks
was operating the Griffith Park and Pony Rides. According to the USDA, which regulated your petting zoo, operators
were required to provide documentation on where animals were transferred. These same standards should have been
required by Recreation and Parks for transferred ponies. I urge you to ensure that this is looked into, and that
documentation is provided publicly.

Please ensure that the site of the former pony rides and petting zoo is that of a non-animal model and prevent more
animals from being exploited. Thank you for considering an ethical option and thank you for all that you do for the City
of Los Angeles.

Thank you,
Cassidy

--
 

Department of Recreation and Parks 
Public Information Office
Email: rap.publicinfo@lacity.org
Phone: 213-202-2700
Website: www.laparks.org

Follow us on social media for everything under the sun at LA Parks!
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:33 AM
To: Terry GANDA <

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 10:50 AM Terry GANDA <  wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MS. Terry GANDA

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 20, 2024 at 7:12 AM
To: 

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Feb 17, 2024 at 9:48 PM Catherine Beauchamp < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MRS. Catherine Beauchamp

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Non animal model
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:38 AM
To: Georja Umano < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 3:36 PM Georja Umano < > wrote:
Please replace pony rides with nonanimal model. Animals in entertainment suffer and their wellbeing goes on the
backburner.
Georja Jones
Los Angeles resident
Sent with good cheer

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Non animal model for Griffith park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 8:16 AM
To: Ruta Soltanpour < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 5:26 PM Ruta Soltanpour < > wrote:
Dear Recreation and Park representatives,

I am a concerned resident of Los Angeles, and I am urging you to convert the Griffith Park and Pony Rides to a non-
animal model.

At this day and age it would be completely against common sense to bring the animals back to the Griffith Park for
entertainment purposes. It would go against all that we know about animals used for entertainment suffering and would
support unnecessary animal abuse and cruelty, without any educational value.

Please convert the Griffith park recreation to a non-animal model, as has been decided on earlier. Please do not give
into powerful lobbying of those in the business of animal abuse.

Sincerely,

Ruta Soltanpour

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: No More Enslaved Animals at Griffith Park!
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:35 AM
To: 

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 11:27 AM LA Parks Public Information <RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Cassidy Thompson < >
Date: Sat, Feb 10, 2024 at 6:41 PM
Subject: No More Enslaved Animals at Griffith Park!
To: <RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org>

As a Los Angeles City constituent who cares about the well-being of animals and one of over 250,000 worldwide In
Defense of Animals supporters, I urge you to replace the Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal
model. Not only do pony rides, petting zoos, and other animal exhibits involve animal suffering, but they also teach
children the inappropriate lesson that animals are carnival equipment to be used for entertainment, rather than teaching
them to respect and value animals as sentient beings.

I also urge you to look into the six elderly ponies who were allegedly transferred to other facilities while Stephen Weeks
was operating the Griffith Park and Pony Rides. According to the USDA, which regulated your petting zoo, operators
were required to provide documentation on where animals were transferred. These same standards should have been
required by Recreation and Parks for transferred ponies. I urge you to ensure that this is looked into, and that
documentation is provided publicly.

Please ensure that the site of the former pony rides and petting zoo is that of a non-animal model and prevent more
animals from being exploited. Thank you for considering an ethical option and thank you for all that you do for the City
of Los Angeles.

Thank you,
Cassidy

--
 

Department of Recreation and Parks 
Public Information Office
Email: rap.publicinfo@lacity.org
Phone: 213-202-2700
Website: www.laparks.org

Follow us on social media for everything under the sun at LA Parks!

   

mailto:RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org
mailto:RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org
mailto:rap.publicinfo@lacity.org
mailto:rap.publicinfo@lacity.org
http://www.laparks.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Los-Angeles-Department-of-Recreation-and-Parks/104130919630508
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Los-Angeles-Department-of-Recreation-and-Parks/104130919630508
https://twitter.com/LACityParks
https://twitter.com/LACityParks
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTyO0ETBQz2a9CajfP8rmWA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTyO0ETBQz2a9CajfP8rmWA
http://instagram.com/lacityparks
http://instagram.com/lacityparks


2/14/24, 4:19 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: No animal exploitation

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRQU-TJSG52a7oDdBD-robTMW6uKzBIYPgGAKGfy3iWI2nBm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&per… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: No animal exploitation
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 4:19 PM
To: Ron McGill <

Good a�ernoon,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 10:05 AM Ron McGill < > wrote:
Hello! 

I am avoiding constituent here in Los Angeles, living in ZIP Code, 90026.

I am writing you to demand a non-animal model we put in in place of what used to be the Griffith Park pony exploitation
rides. Using animals for profit is archaic, updated, and very counter to the view of the passing of Angelinos. 

Please listen to the voices of your constituency, and implement a compassionate alternative at Griffith Park, and in LA
in general! 

Thank you for your time.

Ron McGill Agent, MA,CCC-SLP
Realtor DRE 02209857
SLP CA 25450 Ron.McGill@Compass.com
compass.com/agents/ron-mcgill/
310.701.0510

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://compass.com/agents/ron-mcgill/
http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: New Proposal for Pony Rides and Petting Zoo at Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:39 AM
To: " " < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 3:38 PM  < > wrote:
Board of Commissioners,

I've recently heard that there is new proposal for re-introducing new pony rides and a petting zoo
to Griffith Park.

I'd like to call your attention to the fact that the former pony ride provider did not even provide the
most basic health care for the elderly ponies, leaving them with mouth sores, overgrown hooves,
and lameness, and he forced them to work in the sweltering California heat. The petting zoo
exposed the animals to being handled by children who often did not treat them with kindness.

Our LA shelters are full right now, and the department overseeing animal welfare is too
overwhelmed to also be able to monitor new pony rides and a petting zoo. I urge you to table this
proposal in order to prevent more animal mistreatment and suffering.

Why not provide non-animal entertainment: magicians, clowns, singers, musicians, dancers,
acrobats, outdoor movies, etc?

Thank You,
Hope C'Dealva-Lenik

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Letter in Strong Support of Returning Live Pony Rides to Griffith Park.
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Fri, Feb 16, 2024 at 7:42 AM
To: Sam Kirkeby < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 7:09 PM Sam Kirkeby < > wrote:
Feb 14, 2024 

Dear RAP Representatives: 

My name is Sam Kirkeby and I was born in Hollywood in 1965. My father Clair Huffaker was a well known western novelist 
and screenwriter so I grew up reading his flamboyant tales of cowboy romance and western adventure. His novels were made 
into many films starring the likes of John Wayne, Elvis Presley, Kirk Douglas and Audie Murphy. By the time I could talk I was 
asking where my pony was, and when I could go riding. My first pony ride would have been circa 1968 at Kiddie Land where 
the Beverly Center now stands in West Hollywood. Since then horses and riding have become a lifelong passion for me. 

My parents bought me my first pony when I was five. At 13 I was accepted into a private boarding school where it was 
required to have a horse. The motto of my school was "the outside of a horse is good for the inside of a boy". My 
school believed it built character and taught responsibility to care for another sentient being and have that animal 
rely on you for its feed, exercise, stall mucking, grooming, nutrition and well being. As an adult, horses have 
continued to be my passion and my horses have worked in films, TV, music videos and even performed live onstage
in an opera at the Walt Disney Concert Hall in downtown Los Angeles. They have worked with actors, musicians and
celebrities including Madonna, Andrea Bocelli, Zendaya, Adrian Brody, One Republic, and many others. Some of the
most significant and meaningful relationships in my life have been blessed to come my way because of horses and
the roads and pathways my love of horses has taken me down. 

None of this would have happened without the Pony Rides in Los Angeles, and the patience and love of my mother
and father. I would not be who I am today without all that horses and my horse friends have taught me over nearly six
decades. I have been blessed to be involved with these noble, beautiful, patient and kind animals throughout the
majority of my life. They are my teachers, my therapists, my shoulders to cry on, my laughter, my blessings, my friends.
They are my church. 

Perhaps by now it is clear that I wholeheartedly support keeping live pony rides at Griffith Park. A new pony riding and 
pony learning center with a "golden standard of care" I believe would be the most wonderful conclusion to the shameful 
and sudden shutting down of this wonderful park attraction that gives so much to the children of our Los Angeles 
community, most particularly children from lower income families and inner city children. 

I believe the park's knee jerk reaction to fanatic animal activist extremism is shameful. Since when is screaming obscenities and 
yelling at parents and children a basis on which to form public policy? God forbid we jump every time ignorant and bullying 
activists believe they know better than horsemen & horsewomen who have dedicated their lives to these noble and gentle 
animals. God forbid we rely on the fact-deficient histrionics of zealots instead of professional veterinarians like those hired by
the park who found no abuse at the pony rides. The city and the park mustn't cave in to uninformed and ignorant hysteria which 
in no way reflects the feelings of the Los Angeles equestrian community or the facts of the park's very own third party 
veterinarian. The ultimate mission of these misguided animal "advocates" is plainly stated in her report: 

“It must be noted, that to some degree, extreme activists will never agree with ANY animals working for hire in
an entertainment capacity due to their underlying beliefs against any animals used for work, entertainment,
performance or on display as they believe any and all of these practices are abusive." 
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Dr Rachel Sachar, DVM, CVA

It is my strongest belief that if we cave in to these fanatics' demands now, every aspect of animal ownership will be on the table 
from now on. Petting zoos will be next, then horse shows and events, animals in motional pictures and films, and ultimately any 
riding of horses altogether. What will the park do when the LA Zoo comes under fire? Close the zoo? What happens when they
decide that keeping animals as pets is wrong and they claim that your favorite golden retriever, poodle or tabby cat is basically a
slave living in the prison of your home? 

It is my most heartfelt plea to all of you, that you keep the pony rides in Griffith Park and listen to the voices of the LA 
Equestrian Advisory Committee, professional veterinary professionals and the entirety of our local resident Los Angeles 
equestrian community. 

Thank you for listening, 

Sam Kirkeby 

Los Angeles native, 
  

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Keep animal exploitation out of Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 12:28 PM
To: Los Angeles Alliance for Animals < >, 

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 10:31 AM Los Angeles Alliance for Animals < > wrote:

Zohra Fahim 
President and Founder of Los Angeles Alliance for Animals 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Diego Gavilanes < >
Date: Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 10:17 AM
Subject: Keep animal exploitation out of Griffith Park
To: < >

Department of Recreation and Parks 

Please, it is time to evolve! Stop promoting animal abuse and choose only animal-free entertainment. 

Constituents want an animal-free model in Griffith Park because there is no acceptable
option for a concession stand that dominates animals. Forcing animals into situations
where they’re used to entertain noisy crowds is speciesism, and it’s time for the city to
move on from this antiquated and cruel practice.

The city’s lack of oversight with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo meant that
elderly ponies suffered from dehydration, untreated urgent dental problems, hoof
ailments, and saddle sores yet were still forced to work.

L.A. Animal Services is in the midst of a crisis. Shelters are over capacity, and calls for
assistance are pouring in and often going unanswered. The city doesn’t have the time or
resources to monitor the treatment of more animals at one of its municipal parks.

Manipulating animals against their will for ticket sales shows a lack of empathy for their
individual well-being, which leads to poor living conditions and inadequate care.

Diego Gavilanes 

--
Please consider the environment before printing                                     
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Fri, Feb 16, 2024 at 7:48 AM
To: Lance Wilson >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Feb 15, 2024 at 5:17 PM Lance Wilson < > wrote:
Hello 

I am emailing you today because I am a Los Angeles resident and I am urging LA Parks & Rec to convert the Griffith
Park and Pony Rides to a non-animal model. No more animal abuse!

Animals are not entertainment!

Do the right thing! The city of Los Angeles is against animal abuse!

Thank you 🙏 

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/14/24, 4:15 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Griffith Park Pony Rides

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRQU-TJSG52a7oDdBD-robTMW6uKzBIYPgGAKGfy3iWI2nBm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&per… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Griffith Park Pony Rides
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 4:13 PM
To: Ed Simpson < >

Good a�ernoon,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 12:06 PM Ed Simpson < > wrote:

Dear Commissioners:

Please honor those who oppose live pony rides in Los Angeles.   This is an archaic entertainment for people which
often results in injuries for the animals. 

Recently we have noticed an increase in tv news stories about the increasing demand on animal shelters in the City
and elsewhere.  The people charged with caring for shelter animals do not have the time or resources to monitor the
ponies on a daily basis.   

While we do not live in Los Angeles, those supplying or using the ponies may not reside there as well.   

For the animals who have no voice, we respectfully ask that you listen to those who have no financial interest, but
care only for the little ponies.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Edward L. Simpson and Beatrice J. Simpson

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/13/24, 2:46 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Concern regagrding Griffith Park pony-ride operation
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Concern regagrding Griffith Park pony-ride operation
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 1:22 PM
To: Jeremiah Benjamin < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 12:26 PM Jeremiah Benjamin < . > wrote:
To whom it may concern,
Due to some very alarming reports of animal cruelty, it is of crucial urgency that you shut down the pony-ride attraction
and switch to a non-animal model, thank you.

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/16/24, 8:42 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Adopt a non-amimal model

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRScuhr70idlFyAgxsPO1C9RwQ9MA8DVOJ_Nin7f2lpjrfbP/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthid… 1/1

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Adopt a non-amimal model
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Fri, Feb 16, 2024 at 7:45 AM
To: Karen Almanza < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Feb 15, 2024 at 5:50 AM Karen Almanza < > wrote:
Good morning, 

I am writing to you as a concerned resident of Los Angeles who loves animals. Please convert Grififh Park and the pony
rides to a non-animal model. Many of us do not want to see sad animals being exploited. There's many other activities
that can fill up the calendars. We can all have fun without the use of animals. So, let's do this. 

Thank you, 

Karen Almanza, RN

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/14/24, 8:16 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 8:15 AM
To: 

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 4:42 PM Alice Neuhauser < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MS. Alice Neuhauser

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/13/24, 1:46 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:38 AM
To: 

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 1:54 PM Rita Thio < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
Ms. Yurita Thio

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/16/24, 8:43 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Griffith Park pony rides
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Griffith Park pony rides
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Fri, Feb 16, 2024 at 7:47 AM
To: Wendy Hollis < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Feb 15, 2024 at 12:57 PM Wendy Hollis <  wrote:

 I urge Griffith Park to implement a non
animal model for entertainment to replace
the pony rides, such as ropes course,
obstacle course, nature learning and
or  animal care center. Unfortunately,
when live animals are used for profit in
entertainment, exploitation is inevitable.
Ponies do not belong in a  virtually 24/7
tethered/confined situation no matter the
weather for their lives. This gives children
a message of callousness instead of
compassion.

Thank you, Wendy Hollis
Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/aol-news-email-weather-video/id646100661


2/13/24, 1:44 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:38 AM
To: Ma Na < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 1:00 PM Ma Na < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
Ms. Ma Na

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/13/24, 1:42 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:37 AM
To: 

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 12:28 PM Deborah Perez <  wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MS. Deborah Perez

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/13/24, 2:38 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 1:22 PM
To: 

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 1:16 PM Melissa Sandoval < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MS. Melissa Sandoval

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/26/24, 1:02 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - No more pony rides!!!
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

No more pony rides!!!
1 message

Erica St John > Thu, Feb 22, 2024 at 11:53 AM
To: rap.commissioners@lacity.org

Hello,
I as a resident of LA want to strongly vote against bringing the pony rides back to Griffith Park. I’ve seen firsthand how the
ponies suffered for YEARS and it’s time to replace with a NON ANIMAL model.  We have made so much progress with
this we cannot go backwards. People need to evolve & grow with the times animals are not rides. Kids can have more fun
on safe rides like children’s mini toy cars, bumper cars etc. where they can be safely restrained inside or hold on to
handles, unlike just sitting openly on top of ponies with no proper hold.

Thank you,
Erica

Sent from my iPhone



2/14/24, 8:18 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 8:16 AM
To: 

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:16 PM Michelle Zhou < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MS. Michelle Zhou

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/13/24, 2:36 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 13, 2024 at 9:39 AM
To:

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Feb 12, 2024 at 9:40 PM Lisa Stanley < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MS. Lisa Stanley

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/20/24, 7:15 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Feb 20, 2024 at 7:12 AM
To: Cindy Caviedes < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sun, Feb 18, 2024 at 11:54 AM Cindy Caviedes < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
Ms. Cindy Caviedes

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


2/14/24, 4:16 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please Commit to a Non-Animal Attraction in Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 4:14 PM
To: 

Good a�ernoon,

Thank you for contac�ng the Board of Recrea�on and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Feb 14, 2024 at 3:34 PM Mary Romanek < > wrote:
Message to Jimmy Kim:

I’m writing to urge you to recommend that the city replace the pony rides and petting zoo in Griffith Park with a non-
animal form of entertainment. The city has neither the time nor the other resources to monitor the treatment of animals
at such an exhibit—as we saw with Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo, this lack of oversight allowed the vendor
to further exploit and neglect the animals. According to the report from the independent equine expert, the vendor didn’t
even meet the minimum standards of care and lacked veterinary records. The geriatric ponies suffered from untreated
mouth and teeth problems, hoof ailments, saddle sores, and lameness but were still forced to work until the public and
legislators intervened.

Animal exhibits are a danger to public health and safety, and they teach children that animals are ours to dominate,
exploit, and treat like toys or carnival equipment. It’s inherently cruel to force ponies to plod in endless circles while
carrying riders on their back and to force animals in petting zoos to interact with strangers who continuously invade
their personal space and touch them.

Please don’t replace the pony rides and petting zoo with another cruel animal exhibit. Instead, choose a humane, non-
animal model in which no animals will be abused or exploited for entertainment.

Sincerely,
MS. Mary Romanek

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/



