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RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Approve the Driltek, Inc. request for leveling approximately 500 feet of El Escorpion Trail

to allow equipment through to the neighboring idle-deserted wells (Project), as further
described in this Report;

2. Direct the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) staff to issue a temporary
revocable Right-of-Entry (ROE) Permit to Driltek, Inc. for the Project;

3. Review, consider, and concur with the adoption of the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration (IS/MND) for the permanent sealing of orphan wells in Canoga Park and the
Mitigation Monitoring Report Program (SCH 2025080496) by the California Department
of Conservation’s Geologic Energy Management Division (CalGEM), finding that there is
no substantial evidence that the Project (and other components of the permanent
sealing of orphan wells in Canoga Park) will have a significant effect on the environment
or effects have been mitigated to a level less than significant, that all potentially
significant environmental effects of the Project have been properly disclosed and
evaluated in the IS/MND in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), and reflects RAP’s independent judgment and analysis; and,

4. Authorize RAP staff to make technical corrections as necessary to carry out the intent of
this Report.
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SUMMARY

El Escorpion Park (Park) is a 61-acre park located south of Bell Canyon Park, in the West Hills
neighborhood of the City of Los Angeles. Home of the El Escorpion Trail, the Park neighbors
other open space with additional trails and cultural monuments.

The Park was acquired on October 7, 1982 by the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP)
in Board Report No. 739-82 in much the same condition as it exists today. The Park meets the
standards for a Regional Park, as defined in the City’s Public Recreation Plan.

South of the Park is an unincorporated Los Angeles County property containing several oil wells
formerly operated by Cache Oil Co. and Canoga Oil Co. according to an October 2023 report by
the California Department of Conservation’s Geologic Energy Management Division (CalGEM)
titled “State Oil and Gas Well Abandonment Expenditure Plan”, which is included herein as
Attachment 1.

Oil wells can leak noxious gases that are potentially threatening to surrounding communities
and the environment. Six wells in this area meet the definition for “idle-deserted” well status,
meaning the State bears the responsibility to plug and abandon them as dictated by the
California Public Resources Code Sections 3251 and 3206.3. Furthermore, a majority of these
wells have a history of leaks or compliance issues, as well as locations in close proximity to
schools, homes, and health care facilities, and therefore are considered top priority for plugging
and abandonment.

The California Department of Conservation has contracted Driltek, Inc. to plug and abandon
these six idle-deserted wells in the fall of 2025. While many idle-deserted wells affecting
Angelinos are inaccessible to plug and abandon, the six wells discussed above can be
accessed via the El Escorpion Trail.

PROJECT

Driltek, Inc. is seeking a Right-of-Entry (ROE) Permit to use the El Escorpion Trail to access the
wells south of the Park. As the wells do not reside on City property, no plugging or
abandonment operations will be performed on RAP land.

However, in order to complete their work, Driltek, Inc. requires vehicular access to the site and
must regrade and level a 10-foot-wide path for approximately 500 feet along the aforementioned
trail. No permanent structures or improvements are contemplated, and all vehicular traffic will be
limited to a 15 mile per hour speed limit. The grading operation will take up to 3 calendar days
and existing drainage patterns will not be modified. All work will be performed with a spotter on
site to alert the crew of any oncoming bicycle traffic. Additional details on the scope of work are
provided in Attachment 2.

Fire Prevention and Dust Control: Grading will be performed with a bulldozer and backhoe and
supported with a water truck or water tank for dust control and fire prevention.
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Length of Work: Active operations are expected to last for a total of three months.

Public Safety and Traffic: Driltek, Inc. will place signage at the Vanowen Street trailhead to
minimize public exposure to active operations. Additional signs and temporary fencing will be
used to isolate the worksite and further prevent public disturbance. Trail traffic will be redirected
to other intersecting trails in the park. Staging, ingress and egress for all operations will be along
the Victory Boulevard trailhead.

On September 10, 2025, CalGEM organized a community outreach meeting at Hillpoint
Montessori School. The community is supportive of the Project.

TREES AND SHADE

There will be no impact to trees and shade.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

The proposed Project consists of authorizing a right-of-entry permit to a contractor that will
regrade approximately 500 feet of the Victory Trail in ElI Scorpion Park (also known as El
Escorpion Trail) to access, plug, and seal six idle oil and gas wells.

CalGEM prepared and adopted an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the
Permanent Sealing of Orphan Wells in Canoga Park (SCH 2025080496) that includes the
regrading of the Victory Trail in El Scorpion Park. A Notice of Determination was filed with the
Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation on October 9, 2025. The IS/MND found that the
proposed Project will not have significant impacts on aesthetics, agriculture and forest
resources, air quality, energy, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazard and
hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, mineral resources,
noise, housing, public services, recreation, transportation, utilities and wildfire risk. The study
found that the Project has potentially significant impacts on biological, cultural and tribal
resources. These impacts can be reduced to less than significant with mitigation measures. The
mitigation measures include the following.

1. A pre-disturbance biological survey report, conducted by a qualified biologist, which will
determine the need for biological resource monitoring during construction and/or the
need for surveys for special status species that are seasonal or require focused surveys
during specified periods.

2. If the pre-disturbance survey determines that additional surveys are necessary, the
following surveys and mitigation measures will be performed as needed:

a. Sensitive Plant Species Avoidance;

b. Crotch’s Bumble Bee Surveys and Avoidance;

c. California Red-Legged Frog Surveys and Avoidance;
d. Sensitive Reptile Species Avoidance;

e. Burrowing Owl Surveys and Avoidance;

f. Coastal California Gnatcatcher Disturbance Avoidance;
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g. Nesting Bird Pre-construction Surveys if construction occurs in the nesting bird
season (February 1 through August 31); and/or
h. San Diego Woodrat Avoidance measures.

3. A worker environmental awareness training for all workers that might have access to the
Project area, to provide general awareness to workers and materials suppliers and to
assist workers in recognizing protected species that may occur on the Project area,
avoidance, and minimization measures to protect biological resources, and how to report
biological resources if observed on-site.

4. If archaeological resources are encountered during ground disturbing activities, activities
will be halted and an archaeologist meeting the Secretary of the Interior's Professional
Qualifications Standards for Archaeology shall be contacted immediately to evaluate the
resource. If the resource is determined by the qualified archaeologist to be prehistoric,
then a Native American representative shall also be contacted to participate in the
evaluation of the resource. If the qualified archaeologist and/or Native American
representative determines it to be appropriate, they will determine if the site is eligible to
be included in the California Register of Historical Resources.

5. If human remains are found during ground disturbing activities, California Health and
Safety Code Section 7050.5 states that no further disturbance shall occur until the
County Coroner has made a determination of origin and disposition pursuant to
California Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. In the event of an unanticipated
discovery of human remains, the County Coroner must be notified immediately. If the
human remains are determined to be prehistoric, the Coroner will notify the Native
American Heritage Commission, which will determine and notify a most likely
descendant (MLD), as determined by the Native American Heritage Commission
(NAHC) if NAHC finds the remains to be Native American in origin. The MLD shall
complete the inspection of the site and provide recommendations for treatment to the
landowner within 48 hours of being granted access.

6. All Project employees conducting work in the Project area will complete a Cultural
Sensitivity Training Program including training dedicated to tribal resources protection.

7. The Project will retain a professional Tribal Monitor procured by the Fernandefio
Tataviam Band of Mission Indians as well as the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians
to observe all ground disturbing activities during pre-construction and construction. If any
Tribal Cultural Resource is found, CalGEM and their contractor will consult with the
Tribes on the disposition and treatment of these resources.

Considering this information, Staff recommends that the Board concur with CalGEM’s adoption
of the IS/IMND for the permanent sealing of orphan wells in Canoga Park and the Mitigation
Monitoring Report Program (SCH 2025080496), which is included herein as Attachment 3.

FISCAL IMPACT

There will be no impact to RAP’s general fund.



BOARD REPORT

PG. 5 NO. 25-197

This Report was prepared by Erika Campos, Management Analyst, Planning, Maintenance, and
Construction Branch, Department of Recreation and Parks.

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS/EXHIBITS

1) “State Oil and Gas Well Abandonment Expenditure Plan” prepared by CalGEM

2) Driltek Inc. Right-of-Entry Application

3) Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for Permanent Sealing of Orphan
Wells in Canoga Park, Los Angeles County
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ABOUT THE CALIFORNIA GEOLOGIC ENERGY MANAGEMENT DIVISION

The Department of Conservation’s California Geologic Energy Management
Division (CalGEM) prioritizes protecting public health, safety, and the
environment in its oversight of California's oil, natural gas, and geothermal
operations. To do that, CalGEM uses science and sound engineering practices
to regulate the drilling, operation, maintenance, and permanent closure of
energy resource wells. CalGEM also regulates certain pipelines and facilities
associated with energy resource wells. These regulatory duties include
conducting inspections, withessing and reviewing tests, and permitting and
reviewing operations.

When CalGEM was established in 1915 (then known as the Department of
Petroleum and Gas), the initial focus of regulation was the protection of oil and
gas resources in the State from production practices that could harm the
ultimate level of hydrocarbon recovery. Early oil and gas regulations included
well spacing requirements and authority to limit production rates.

CalGEM Districts Map CalGEM has grown significantly since it

_omima | was established in 1915 and has taken
F““ﬁ”f‘f‘j’dj:l“” major steps to ensure it will be able to
“"‘“’R”“’ meet public expectations for a modern,
i efficient, collaborative, and science-
Norther Tuosioe | driven regulatory agency. In 2019, the
ol 1| mission of CalGEM changed to include
P (605037725 protecting public health and safety,

Lang Beach Office

oo s | €NVironmental quality, and the reduction
TR and mitigation of greenhouse gas
emissions associated with the
development of hydrocarbon and
geothermal resources in a manner that
meets the energy needs of the state.

District
Bakersfield

e Southern
District

Los Angeles
@ Long Beach

Ventura

s, CalGEM Districts

AR Effective 2021, CalGEM operates out of
three districts to best serve the needs of
the State: Northern, Central (formerly Inland), and Southern. Each district has its
own offices where staff are available to assist the public and interested parties.
For more information about CalGEM, visit:

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/calgem.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Department of Conservation Geologic Energy Management Division’s
(CalGEM) State Oil and Gas Well Abandonment program identifies and
remediates oil and gas wells for which no responsible solvent operator is present
to maintain, repair, or plug and abandon (seal) them. Orphan wells can
threaten public health, safety, and the environment. They can leak oil, emit
greenhouse gases, and pose physical hazards. Because there is no responsible
operator, in many instances orphan wells are left to the State to remediate and
permanently seal (or plug and abandon).

This draft expenditure plan identifies the first set of projects proposed to be
funded with a historic investment of orphan well remediation funding from the
State and Federal governments based on project screening criteria designed to
target the remediation of wells for maximum public benefit.

The first set of proposed projects, shown in the table below, includes the
abandonment of 378 of the State’s highest-priority orphan wells and
decommissioning of 51 facilities, spread across six counties, with an estimated
cost of approximately $80 million. These projects will be funded by both State
and Federal funds. In line with the Federal Justice40 initiative, 40 percent of the
funds for these initial projects will be spent in disadvantaged communities.

CalGEM anticipates entering into contracts for the abandonment projects listed
below starting in the fourth quarter of 2023. CalGEM will produce annual reports
to provide the status of executed contracts and updated project lists as
additional wells are selected through the screening methodology and
engagement with the public on local priorities.
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State Abandonment Expenditure Plan Phase 1

Total
Spend Plan Number of

Operator District County Field Year Wells
HVI Cat Canyon - 171 Wells Northern  Santa Barbara Casmelia, Cat Canyon, Santa Maria Valley 2023
Citadel Exploration Inc. Central Kern Kern Bluff, Any Field 2024
Griffin Resources, LLC Central Kern Fruitvale 2024
Hartley Natural Resource Development Central Kern Edison 2024
Prine Oil Company Central Kern Mountain View 2024
Sunray Petroleum, Inc. Central Kern Fruitvale, Kern Bluff, Mountain View 2024
Blackstone Oil & Gas, LLC Central Kern Fruitvale, Mountain View 2024
Tri-Valley Oil & Gas Co. Central Kern, Fresno  Edison, Semitropic, Any Field 2024
Clarence R. Barnett Inc. Northern  Ventura Simi 2024
HVI Cat Canyon - Nodlew 1 Northern  Santa Barbara Santa Maria Valley 2024
Peak Operator LLC Northern  Ventura Oxnard 2024
Vaca Energy, LLC Northern  Ventura Montalvo, West 2024
AllenCo Energy, Inc. Southern  Los Angeles  Las Cienegas 2024
Cache Oil Co Southern  Los Angeles  Canoga Park 2024
Canoga Oil Co. Southern  Los Angeles  Canoga Park 2024
Crown of the Valley Oil Co. Southern  Orange Brea-Olinda 2024
Estate of Harold C. Morton Southern  Los Angeles  Long Beach 2024
Rex Qil Co. Southern  Orange Huntington Beach 2024
Santa Ana Canyon Dev. Corp. Southern  Orange Esperanza 2024
Frank Knapp Southern  Los Angeles Canoga Park 2024

Total:
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OVERVIEW OF ORPHAN WELL PROBLEM

Oil production’s decline for the past several decades has led to an increasing
number of idle wells. While many operators are managing these idle wells in
accordance with state regulations, many wells have become “orphans.”

Orphan wells have no responsible, solvent operator to maintain, repair, or plug
and abandon the wells and attendant facilities. Orphan wells can leak oil, emit
air emissions, including methane—a potent greenhouse gas—and pose physical
hazards, potentially threatening public health, safety, and the environment.

Another category of wells that CalGEM may plug and abandon are deserted
wells. These are wells that have not been maintained in compliance with
CalGEM’s regulations and are determined to be deserted as demonstrated
through a final plugging and abandonment order. Deserted wells, unlike
orphan wells have not yet been definitively determined to be orphan because
CalGEM has not yet taken reasonable efforts to identify a legally responsible
party with financial resources that could be accessed to fund plugging and
abandonment and decommissioning work. If the operator does not plug and
abandon the wells in accordance with a plug and abandonment order,
CalGEM has the authority to plug and abandon deserted wells, and to recoup
costs from any solvent, responsible operator that is identified. In cases where
CalGEM cannot locate a responsible operator, the wells are considered to be
orphans.

CalGEM has estimated that there are currently more than 5,300 orphan or likely
orphan wells across the State and created an inventory of these wells. With
limited state and federal dollars available to tackle such a large inventory of
orphan wells, CalGEM must prioritize projects that efficiently minimize health and
safety hazards presented by orphan wells.
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STATE ABANDONMENT HISTORY AND PROCESS

Since 1977, CalGEM has plugged and abandoned about 1,400 wells at a cost of
29.5 million. In the past, CalGEM staff would identify wells appropriate for State
abandonment by relying on site inspections and recommendations from District
staff.

Last year, CalGEM received unprecedented levels of funding—from a new
Federal grant opportunity, through the 2022/2023 California State Budget, and
from legislation aimed at increased industry contributions for State
abandonments. Along with these new allocations, Public Resources Code
section (PRC) 3258, subdivision (d) required CalGEM to develop criteria for
determining the priority of wells for plug and abandonment, CalGEM is taking a
more systematic approach to identifying and addressing orphan wells across
California in a manner that focuses on those wells that might pose the most risk
to California communities, and to ensure communities across California benefit,
including those most vulnerable to pollution.

PROGRAM VALUES

The State Oil and Gas Abandonment program operates under a set of program
values focusing on environmental protection, public health, equity, and
workforce development. These values are described below.

1. Reduce Risks to Cadlifornians: CalGEM prioritizes projects that reduce
environmental and public health risks of orphan and deserted wells.

2. Equity: CalGEM is committed to implementing the orphan well program in
a way that protects disadvantaged communities, in support of programs
such as the Federal Justice40 Initiative.

The Federal government’s Justice40 Initiative requires that 40 percent of
the overall benefits of received Federal monies flow to disadvantaged
communities that are marginalized, underserved, and overburdened by
pollution. Where the Federal government provides disadvantaged
community designations for the entire nation, to meet the Federal
requirement, and to meet our program goal for all of the money
regardless of source, CalGEM uses CalEnviroScreen and Senate Bill 535


https://www.whitehouse.gov/environmentaljustice/justice40/
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(2012) Disadvantaged Communities data and map to identify those
communities.

. Geographic Balance: CalGEM takes into consideration geographic
location when identifying proposed State abandonment projects to
ensure communities across California benefit from the program.

. Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions: CalGEM is committed to addressing
methane leaks from oil and gas infrastructure. CalGEM will require
methane testing as part of all State abandonment projects.

. Support High Wage Job Opportunities:

The recent and unprecedented level of Federal and State funding
available for oil well capping in California is an opportunity the State will
leverage to provide high-quality jolb opportunities for those transitioning
out of oil and gas production. Recognizing this opportunity, Senate Bill 1295
(Limdén, Chapter 844, Statutes of 2022) requires CalGEM administered work
to plug and abandon wells, decommission production facilities, or
otherwise remediate well sites to be considered public work. As such, all
contractors are required to pay prevailing wages and comply with
apprenticeship utilization requirements pertaining to public works projects.
To meet this, CalGEM is ensuring all contracts entered for state
abandonment work contain prevailing wage requirements (see contract
process section).

In addition, SB 1295 requires CalGEM, after January 1, 2028, to ensure that
contractors selected to carry out state abandonment work enter into a
project labor agreement that expressly requires each contractor and
subcontractor performing the work to use a skilled and trained workforce.
CalGEM, with assistance from the Labor and Workforce Development
Agency (LWDA), including the California Workforce Development Board
(CWDB), will develop a procurement process for projects involving the
plugging and abandonment of wells, decommissioning of production
facilities, and remediation of oil and gas leases that require contractors
performing the work to use project labor agreements under which to
deliver those projects. By January 1, 2028, CalGEM will require in its
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confract provisions that contractors and any subcontractors at every fier
will use a skilled and trained workforce to perform all work on the project
or contract that falls within an apprenticeable occupation in the building
and construction trades, in accordance with Chapter 2.9 (commencing
with Section 2600) of Part 1 of Division 2 of the Public Contract Code. In
addition to the efforts above to create high-paying jobs for oil and gas
workers, there is also a need to provide training to workers to take on
these jobs. Recognizing this, the 2022/2023 State Budget appropriated $20
million in one-tfime General Fund to CWDB to create a workforce training
pilot to train displaced oil and gas workers in Kern and Los Angeles
Counties in remediating legacy oil infrastructure. The Oil and Gas Well
Capping Pilot initiative aims to assist state-registered apprenticeship
programs in creating curricula for training apprentices and to upskill
journeypersons on well capping projects. CalGEM and CWBD will
confinue to work together to improve workforce education and training
programs for incumbent and entry-level workers that support or advance
high-quality work performance and increase priority populations’ access
to high-quality jobs associated with the plugging and abandonment of
wells, decommissioning of production facilities, and remediation work.

Across these efforts, CalGEM aims to align with and support the
development of High Road Training Partnerships and Construction
Careers [CA Unemployment Insurance Code Section 14005, subd. (s).(t)]
and to partner with LWDA and CWDB to explore options to accelerate
opportunities for workers and position California as a leader in both
orphan well remediation and workforce training to provide oil and gas
workers high-quality jolbs amid the tfransition away from fossil fuel
production.

VARIOUS STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING SOURCES AND USES

There are four sources of funds currently available to be used by CalGEM to
conduct State abandonments:

1. The Qil, Gas, and Geothermal Administrative Fund (OGGA) is funded by
operator assessment fees. Starting with the 2021/2022 fiscal year,
expenditures from this fund to plug and abandon wells are capped at $5

10
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million per year (PRC, 3258, subd. (a)). In addition, Chapter 844, Statutes
of 2022 (SB 1295, Limon) provides $15 million over two years, in addition to
the $5 million cap on funding State abandonments from this fund each
fiscal year.

2. The Hazardous and Idle-Deserted Well Abatement Fund (HIDWAF) is
funded by operator idle well fees and continuously appropriated to
CalGEM to plug and abandon wells to mitigate a hazardous or potentially
hazardous condition. There are, however, limitations to spending from the
HIDWAF - the well to be plugged and abandoned must be characterized
as hazardous or idle-deserted and must be a “well of an operator subject
to the requirements" of PRC 3206, subdivision (b) (idle well regulations).

3. As part of the California state budget, a total of $100 million from the
State’s General Fund was allocated over two years - $50 million was
appropriated in the Budget Act of 2022 and an additional $50 million was
allocated in the Budget Action of 2023, to plug and abandon orphan
and deserted wells.

4. In August 2022, California was awarded $25 million in initial grant funding
from the federal government's orphan well program authorized in the
bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. California is eligible for
at least an additional $140 million in future grants in addition to the $25
million California already received. This funding source is explained in
more detail below.

Federal Grant Applications

The 2021 Federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (lIIJA) includes $4.7
billion nationwide over a ten-year period for well plugging, remediation, and
restoration. Funding for formula grants is distributed between states, based in
part on state-specific numbers of oil and gas jobs (including jobs lost in the
sector), the total number of orphaned wells, and the total cost estimated to
plug and abandon those wells. California has been notified of eligibility to
receive $165.8 million in the first two phases of the program, with additional
funding to be allocated in later phases. Restrictions on the use of the funding
require states to use no more than 10% of the funds for administrative costs. In

11



October 2023

August 2022, the US Department of the Interior (DOI) awarded California the
maximum initial grant eligibility amount of $25 million. These funds are
earmarked for CalGEM and available in the Federal grant financial allocation
system; when invoices are received, the amount will be drawn down and
transferred to California’s Federal Trust Fund account within one to two days.

In July 2023, the DOI opened the application period for the remaining formula
grant monies. The applications are due by December 31, 2023. CalGEM will be
applying for the formula grant funds.

DESERTED AND HAZARDOUS/IDLE-DESERTED WELLS

CalGEM'’s statutory authorities provide various circumstances under which
CalGEM may order a well to be plugged and abandoned and attendant
production facilities to be decommissioned. Mainly, CalGEM may rely on
evidence the well has been deserted (PRC 3237) or may determine the well to
be hazardous or idle-deserted (PRC 3251 and 3255). If CalGEM determines a
well has been deserted, or is a hazardous or idle-deserted well according to
PRC 3251, CalGEM may order the plugging and abandonment of the well,
decommissioning of deserted production facilities, and any necessary remedial
work. (Plug and Abandonment Order). If an operator fails to commence the
ordered work, CalGEM may undertake the plugging and abandonment of the
well and associated decommissioning and remedial work and seek
reimbursement from any solvent responsible party (PRC 3226).

CalGEM has limitations on whom it may hold responsible for wells. The statutory
definition of operator may include a person or company that owned or
operated the well. If the mineral rights owner does not retain control over the
operation of the well, meaning they give control over to another entity to
operate, then the mineral interest owners are shielded from responsibility for
plugging and abandonment. (PRC 3009 and 3237(c)(3)). Where surface rights
and mineral rights are severed, surface property owners have no ownership
rights to the oil and gas wells and, therefore, cannot be held responsible for the
wells under CalGEM's authorities.

If CalGEM determines that the most recent operator does not have sufficient
financial resources, then CalGEM can look to previous operators until an
operatoris found that CalGEM determines has the financial resources to cover

12
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the cost of plugging and abandoning the well or decommissioning deserted
production facilities. However, there is a limit in how far back in ownership history
CalGEM can go to hold past operators liable. The supervisor may not hold an
operator responsible that made a valid transfer of ownership of the well before
January 1, 1996 (PRC 3237(c)(2)).

HOLDING OPERATORS ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE COST OF ABANDONMENT

If CalGEM issues a plug and abandonment order, and the order is not complied
with, CalGEM may appoint agents to perform the work. In those instances,
CalGEM will attempt to collect the cost of the state abandonment from
responsible parties, including levying any bonds posted by those responsible
parties. Under PRC section 3237, operators responsible for the plugging and
abandonment include the most recent operator of the well and any previous
operators who operated the well after January 1, 1996. CalGEM will use any
assets recovered to fund or partially fund the abandonment work.

The estimated cost for well abandonment, facilities decommissioning, and lease
restoration, including site remediation, is calculated by CalGEM staff using the
method developed as part of pre-rulemaking activities to support operator
financial liability reporting requirements established by PRC section 3205.7.
Information on this cost estimation methodology can be found here:
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/calgem/Pages/Operator- Financial-
Responsibility-Program.aspx. The cost estimates assist CalGEM staff in planning
state abandonment expenditures and serve as a strong basis for collections
activities, including the issuance of liens on any real or personal property
identified as belonging to prior operators of the orphaned wells.

When CalGEM is able to identify assets associated to the operator on record or
prior operators since 1996, CalGEM has the authority to issue a lien under PRC
3226. Prior to 2022, CalGEM could issue a lien against real property for amounts
expended by the state to perform work, but in 2022, AB 896 (Statutes of 2021,
Bennett) amended PRC 3226, expanding CalGEM authorities to allow that
before performing such work, the division may impose a lien against the real or
personal property of the operator in an amount equal to an estimate of the
cost of the work based on a bid from a contractor or previous costs to perform
comparable work.

When seeking reimbursement of costs, CalGEM will send an invoice and
13
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collection letters. If funds owed for the plug and abandonment of wells are not
promptly paid, then CalGEM forwards information about the well operator’s
financial assets and amount owed to the State to the California State
Controller’'s Office (SCO). The SCO will then process a lien against these assets
and pursue reimbursement of all funds spent on or funds that may be spent to
plug and abandon wells and remediate attendant facilities. Any funds
collected will be used to fund the abandonment and decommissioning process,
fully or partially.

PROGRAM METRICS

To measure and assess the State Oil and Gas Well Abandonment Program'’s
progress, several metrics will be tracked.

Federal Reporting Metrics

The Department of Interior (DOI) has developed a standard data reporting
template to track progress of abandonment efforts funded by the Federal
grant. Reporting metrics that will be reported to the DOI are described below.

 Federal Reporting Metrics . . . |
Well status. The status of the well: unplugged, plugged, plugged and vented
or plugged and abandoned (P&A). Plugged and Abandoned (P&A) means
the well has been plugged, the well site has been remediated and
abandoned, and adjacent land has been reclaimed according to relevant
standards.

Well locations. Geographic location of wells: State, Tribe (if the well is located
on tribal land), County (location of the top hole of the well).

Surface Managing Entity. The type of entity, private State, Federal, Tribal, that
owns the land surface.

Subsurface Managing Entity. The type of entity, private, State, Federal, Tribal,
that owns the subsurface mineral rights.

Producing Geologic Formation. Rock formation where the fluids were
extracted or injected by the well.

Methane Emissions Measurement. To measure and track emissions of
methane associated with the plugged well, pre- and post- plugging works.
Post-plugging measurements are to verify the lack of methane emissions.
Habitat Restored (in acres). Acres restored; remediated land/soil and restored
native species habitat that have been degraded due to the presence of this
plug wells and associated pipelines, facilities, and infrastructure.
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Surface Water Contamination. Whether contaminated surface water
associated with wells is present, and the type of contaminant indicators.
Inspection for contamination is performed prior to commencement of
plugging and abandonment.

Surface Water Remediation. If contamination is present pre- well plugging,
remediation is to be performed. CalGEM will conduct post-plugging
inspections to verify the lack of surface water contamination from plugged
wells.

Groundwater Contamination. Whether contaminated groundwater
associated with wells is present, and to include the type of contaminant
indicators. Inspection for contamination is performed prior to
commencement of plugging and abandonment.

Groundwater Remediation. If contamination is present pre- well plugging,
remediation is to be performed. CalGEM will conduct post-plugging
inspections to verify the lack of groundwater contamination from plugged
wells.

Community Impact. Identify whether the well causes a disproportionate
burden of adverse human health or environmental effects on communities of
color, low-income communities, or Tribal and indigenous communities. The
CalEnvironScreen tool and SB 535 Disadvantaged Communities Map will be
used to determine whether a well affects a disadvantaged community. The
determining factors or indicators can be distance to nearest community,
distance to nearest occupied structure, community impacts are evident, etc.
Total Cost. The “costs of plugging, remediation, and reclamation for each
orphaned well”; this is understood to mean capturing the complete P&A
costs associated with a well site and its associated infrastructure and
restoration. Total costs should include personnel, contracting, equipment,
travel, compliance costs (e.g., NEPA, NHPA, ESA), and revegetation.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduced

Starting with the 2022 State abandonment of HVI Cat Canyon wells in Santa
Barbara County, CalGEM now requires all state abandonment contractors to
perform pre and post-plugging methane measurements. Data can be used to
estimate GHG reductions from plugging and abandonment according to
specifications detailed in contract terms that satisfy Federal grant requirements
for methane measurement and also aligns with the draft methane monitoring
protocol, developed by the American Carbon Registry for oil and gas wells
(https://americancarbonregistry.org/carbon-accounting/standards-
methodologies/plugging-abandoned-orphaned-oil-and-gas-wells).
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Workforce development metrics

CalGEM is committed to the goals of SB 1295, as described above, in providing
high-quality jobs for oil and gas workers transitioning from extraction to projects
funded by the State Oil and Gas Well Abandonment Program.

CalGEM aims to track and monitor the following program metrics to measure
the impact of supporting high-road wages and job opportunities:

e Number of workers employed through state contracts for plug and
abandonment.

e Wages for workers employed through state contracts for plug and
abandonment.

e Percentage of workers employed through state contracts for plug and
abandonment that have graduated from state-approved apprenticeship
programs.

e Percentage of workers employed through state contracts for plug and
abandonment that fransitioned from the oil and gas production industry
since 2023.

Disadvantaged Community Benefits

CalGEM will frack the percentage of funds allocated to plug and abandon
wells located within SB 535 Disadvantaged Communities. Disadvantaged
communities have been disproportionately saddled with environmental health
issues and are more vulnerable to and have fewer resources to address the
impacts of these environmental harms. The Federal administration’s Justice40
Initiative sets a goal for 40% of the overall benefits of certain federal investments
to flow to disadvantaged communities. CalGEM has built on this to establish a
goal for all state plug and abandonment efforts to allocate at least 40% of all
state abandonment monies to benefit disadvantaged communities.

Expended in each CalGEM District, County, and City

Measures the percentage of funds being allocated to plugging and
abandoning wells in each of CalGEM Districts and by county and city.
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PROGRAM PROGRESS REPORTING
Annual State Abandonment Expenditure Plan Update and Progress Report

With an unprecedented infusion of State and Federal funds to address
California’s orphan well problem, CalGEM is taking a statewide and systematic
approach to identifying priority projects across the State to maximize risk
reduction to California communities and the environment. CalGEM will publicly
report orphan well abandonment progress and solicit public input and
feedback on program activities. CalGEM will release an annual State
abandonment expenditure plan providing a status update on abandonment
projects, any revisions to the expenditure framework, and will propose
additional projects for state abandonment.

Web-based GIS Map Update

CalGEM has developed an interactive GIS map displaying CalGEM’s current
inventory of almost 5,300 orphan, deserted, and potentially deserted wells to
facilitate public engagement. Each evaluated well on the map contains the
associated screening score.

The current map shows CalGEM'’s screening results from the initial inventory list of
orphan and likely orphan wells. CalGEM staff conducts further investigation
which may result in the identification of responsible operators and remove the
wells from the likely orphan well list. CalGEM will also add new wells in an annual
update starting in 2024.

PRIORITIZATION APPROACH

CalGEM developed a methodology to screen, rank, and prioritize California's
more than 5,300 orphan and likely orphan wells to be considered for permanent
plug and abandonment. The Orphan Well Prioritization Methodology was
finalized and released to the public in February 2023. This approach consists of
two phases:

1. Phase 1: aninitial technical screening of all wells according to California
Code of Regulations, title 14, section 1772.4, CalEnviroScreen 4.0, and
public feedback. This phase was completed in February 2023.

2. Phase 2: a secondary evaluation incorporating local government and
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additional public feedback on the provisional ranking of Phase 1.
CalGEM'’s efforts during Phase 2 included:

a. Holding public engagement meetings, summarized below (Table 1);

Public Engagement/Meetings Date

Methane Task Force Public Meeting. 02/21/2023
Kern County, and cities within. 02/27/2023
Santa Barbara County, San Luis Obispo 02/28/2023

County, and cities within; Long Beach
City, Los Angeles City.

Los Angeles County, Orange County, 03/02/2023
and cities within.

Ventura County 03/06/2023
San Benito County, Monterey County, 03/07/2023

Fresno County, Kings County, Tulare
County, Merced County, Madera
County, San Joaquin County, Santa
Clara County, San Mateo County,
Solano County, Stanislaus County,
Conftra Costa County, and cities within.

Sacramento County, and cities within. 05/03/2023

Table 1 Local government meetings held to inform draft expenditure plan.

b. Soliciting feedback from the public through a dedicated listserv
(CalGEMOrphanWells@conservation.ca.gov);

c. Soliciting feedback from CalGEM District staff;

d. Prioritizing wells that benefit disadvantaged communities and
geographic equity;

e. Efficient use of funds by grouping accessible wells within close
proximity to each other;

f. Unique wellsite characteristics, such as population dense areas,
reservoir characteristics (e.qg. if reservoir is known to contain sour
gas), and history of noncompliance issues at the site.

More detail on this two-phase methodology is provided in the CalGEM Final
Orphan Well Screening and Prioritization Methodology document, which is
available on the CalGEM website at:
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/calgem/Pages/Orphan-Well-Screening-
Methodology.aspx

18


https://www.conservation.ca.gov/calgem/Pages/Orphan-Well-Screening-Methodology.aspx
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/calgem/Pages/Orphan-Well-Screening-Methodology.aspx

October 2023
ENCUMBRANCE GOAL

Table 2 shows the minimum annual encumbrance goal for State and Federal
funding sources for the next seven years. These goals may be modified
depending on availability of State and Federal formula grant monies.

Annual Encumbrance Plan ($ Millions)

Fiscal

State Federal Total
Year

$14 $22.5

2023 -24 $27.5 $22.5 $50
2024 - 25 $32.5 $20 $52.5

2025 - 26 $32.5 $30 $62.5
2026 -27 $25.7 $30 $55.7
2027 - 28 $15 $30 $45
2028 - 29 $5 $10

Total S$152

Table 2. State Abandonment 7-year encumbrance goals ($ in Millions).

PROCESS AND CONTRACT APPROACH
Overview of Contract Process

The State contracts for professional engineering services (including state
abandonment) are called Architecture and Engineering (A&E) agreements.
CalGEM’s authority on A&E can be found in relevant sections of the Public
Contract Code and Government Code, including section 4525 et seq. and
California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 1690 et seq. A&E solicitations use
a competitive process that allows for the selection of firms based on
qualifications and costs rather than lowest responsible bidder. The selection of
an A&E contractor is based on demonstrated competence and professional
qualifications to perform the work required at a fair and reasonable price.

CalGEM will manage these contracts, review progress reports by the
contractor, and perform regular inspections to ensure the work adheres to
contract terms.
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For plugging and abandonment work, some key provisions specified in the
contract are:

1.

Plug and abandonment standards to satisfy the minimum regulatory
requirement in California Code Regulations, title 14, section 1723 et seq. -
Plugging and Abandonment. Additional requirements are determined
on a site-by-site basis.

Pre- and post-abandonment methane monitoring requirements
developed by CalGEM, which are informed by the American Carbon
Registry Protocol for estimating GHG emissions from oil and gas wells, and
satisfy the Federal Methane Measurement protocol.

Surface and groundwater sampling programs that satisfy the Federal
grant funding report requirement, CalGEM'’s Notice to Operators 2019-
13, and Regional Water Quality Control Board and Department of Toxic
Substance Control guidance.

Surveys for evidence of contamination at each well pad and production
facility. Evidence includes but is not limited to soil stains, soil odor, dead
vegetation, spill records, and available water supply records and testing.
Contractors prepare reports of findings and submit to CalGEM and the
Regional Water Quality Control Board.

Sampling and analysis, following Sampling and Analysis Plans and Quality
Assurance and Quality Control Plans. Investigation and analytic tests for
solids, liquids, and sludges are required to follow CalGEM, Regional
Water Quality Control Board, and Department of Toxic Substances
Control requirements and guidance. The analyses will be completed
through a California Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program
(ELAP) certified laboratory.

Prevailing wage requirement that follows California and Federal
regulations (discussed further in the Workforce Development
section.
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Cadlifornia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Compliance.

CalGEM’s action to plug and abandon orphan well(s) is a project under the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). As such, each time CalGEM
contracts to undertake plugging and abandonment of wells and associated
facilities decommissioning and site remediation (project) CalGEM must conduct
a CEQA review to determine if the project will have a significant impact upon
the environment.

The CEQA review begins with a preliminary review (PR) that considers and
analyzes all activities above and below the earth’s surface, including but not
limited to: biological resources (e.g., federal and State-listed species), a change
in use, change in existing facilities, cumulative impacts, and other potential
environmental impacts outside of species information. A PR concludes with one
of two staff recommendations: (1) CalGEM finds that the project is exempt from
further CEQA review; or (2) CalGEM prepares an initial study (IS).

CalGEM’'s CEQA regulations generally provide that plugging and abandonment
of ol and gas wells is exempt from further CEQA review. However, a project
would not be exempt if there is a reasonable possibility that the project will have
a significant impact on the environment due to unusual circumstances. If
CalGEM finds that a project is exempt, CalGEM staff will file a Notice of
Exemption with the State Clearinghouse (SCH) informing the public that the
CEQA review process on a project is complete. If CalGEM finds that an
exemption does not apply, CalGEM will conduct an IS.

The purpose of an IS is to determine whether a project may have a significant
environmental impact. An IS analyzes a project’s planning, implementation, and
operation phases. Analysis in an IS is guided by, but is not limited to, issues in
CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G: Environmental Checklist. (Table 3)

Table 3 - CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G: Environmental Checklist. 2023

Aesthetics Agriculture and Forestry | Air Quality
Resources
Biological Resources Cultural Resources Energy
Geology/Soils Greenhouse Gas Haozards &
Emissions Hazardous Materials
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Hydrology/Water Land Use/Planning Mineral Resources

Quality

Noise Population/Housing Public Services

Recreation Transportation Tribal Cultural
Resources

Utilities/Service Wildfire Mandatory Findings

Systems of Significance

If CalGEM determines that a project requires an IS, CalGEM will consult
informally with all responsible and frustee agencies responsible for resources
affected by a project to obtain the agencies’ recommendations as to whether
to prepare a negative declaration (ND), mitigated negative declaration (MND),
or environmental impact report (EIR).

In addition to the tribal consultation and cultural resources monitoring discussed
below, as part of the initial study (IS) process, CalGEM will notify the designated
contact or a tribal representative of traditionally and culturally affiliated
California Native American tribes that requested notice of a project. CalGEM
must begin the fribal consultation process within 30 days of receiving a Tribe’s
request for consultation and prior to the release of an ND, MND, or EIR. Tribal
consultation ends when either (1) the parties agree on measures to avoid or
mitigate a significant tribal cultural resources impact, which will be incorporated
in the CEQA document, or (2) when a party, "acting in good faith and after
reasonable effort, concludes that mutual agreement cannot be reached” on
such measures.

If an IS indicates that there is no substantial evidence that a project may cause
a significant impact on the environment without or with mitigation, CalGEM will
prepare an ND or MND, respectively. In deciding which environmental
document to prepare, “substantial evidence” means “enough relevant
information and reasonable inferences from this information that a fair
argument can be made to support a conclusion, even though other
conclusions might also be reached.” Substantial evidence includes facts,
reasonable assumptions based upon facts, and expert opinion supported by
facts. Substantial evidence does not include argument, speculation,
unsubstantiated opinion or narrative, evidence which is clearly erroneous or
inaccurate, or evidence of social or economic impacts which do not
contribute to or are not caused by physical impacts on the environment. The
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process ends when CalGEM adopts the document and files a Notice of
Determination with the SCH informing the public that the CEQA review process
on a project is complete.

If there is substantial evidence that a project may have a potentially significant
environmental impact that cannot be avoided or mitigated to a less-than-
significant level, CalGEM will prepare an EIR. An EIR generally takes longer to
complete than an ND or MND because the EIR process invokes additional
requirements. They include, but are not limited to, holding a public scoping
meeting, responding in writing to public comments, identifying and assessing
alternatives to the proposed project, and potentially preparing a statement of
overriding considerations related to findings of significance. The process ends
when CalGEM certifies the final EIR and files a Notice of Determination with the
SCH informing the public that the CEQA review process is complete.

Endangered Species

In coordination with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and
California Department Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) , CalGEM analyzes project
activities in the context of habitat or known or expected range of threatened
and endangered species. Depending on the location of project activities,
CalGEM may contract for biological services, conduct clearance surveys at
worksites, and identify project specific avoidance and minimization measures.

Cultural Monitoring

CalGEM is committed to early, often, and meaningful consultations with
California Native American tribes with the goal of collaborative partnership and
meaningful inclusion of tribal governments’ priorities and interests throughout
CalGEM’s work. In addition to above discussion on CalGEM's process to notify
and consult on initial study (IS), CalGEM is working with the Native American
Heritage Commission (NAHC) and tribal groups in the project areas to identify
whether there will be any California Native American tribes with traditional or
cultural affiliations affected. If a proposed project or well sites are identified in a
culturally sensitive location, CalGEM will work with the identified tribes before
any ground disturbing activities. Tribal monitoring will be arranged to ensure
Native American tribal cultural resources are not damaged.
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Workforce Development

Contracts issued for any work to plug and abandon wells, decommission
production facilities, or otherwise remediate well sites will require all contractors
and subcontractors to compensate and employ all workers in compliance with
the prevailing wage determinations issued by the Department of Industrial
Relations (DIR) under California Labor Code section 1771 or the U.S. Department
of Labor under the federal Davis-Bacon Act. Contractors and subcontractors
shall pay whichever of the two wages (State or Federal) is higher for each
applicable job classification. DIR prevailing wage determinations are available
at: hitp://www.dir.ca.gov/OPRL/DPreWageDetermination.htm

and Federal prevailing wage determinations are available at:
https://sam.gov/content/wage-determinations

Contractors are responsible for determining proper work classifications for
prevailing wage purposes and ensuring that the applicable prevailing wages
are paid. In addition, no later than January 1, 2028, CalGEM will include in alll
State abandonment contracts requirements that all contractors and
subcontractors at every tier will use a skilled and trained workforce to perform all
work on the project or contract that falls within an apprenticeable occupation
in the building and construction trades, in accordance with Chapter 2.9
(commencing with Section 2600) of Part 1 of Division 2 of the Public Contract
Code.

Contractors considered qualified to carry out State abandonment work shall
have, as documented by one or more written agreements, engaged with local
community groups, business groups, and worker representatives to collaborate
on the recruitment of local or targeted workers, including those impacted by
changes in oil and gas production.

Contractors that commit through written agreement to hiring apprentices from
High Road Training Partnerships funded by the Oil and Gas Well Capping Pilot
initiative administered by the California Workforce Development Board will have
preference through the awarding of additional points toward their bid or
through other mechanisms.
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UPDATE ON CURRENT STATE ABANDONMENT PROJECTS

HVI Cat Canyon, Inc. Update

Prior to receiving the additional State or Federal funds, CalGEM identified
approximately 210 wells in the Cat Canyon field in Santa Barbara County, near
the cities of Santa Maria and Orcutt, previously operated by HVI Cat Canyon,
Inc., as orphan wells in an environmentally sensitive area. These wells were
identified as a priority because of the operator’s poor track record in well
management and maintenance, previous well leaks and broken pipelines, and
their location near sensitive receptors, including agricultural workers, indicating
these wells were likely to continue to be a hazard to people and the
environment,

HVI Cat Canyon, Inc. has a long history of multiple violations and significant non-
compliance with various environmental laws. On March 2, 2023, the U.S. District
Court for the Central District of California found HVI Cat Canyon, Inc. liable for
12 spills into waters of the United States which occurred from 2005 through 2010,
and resulted from HVI Cat Canyon'’s gross negligence. In 2019, HVI Cat
Canyon, Inc. filed a bankruptcy petition under Chapter 11. In 2020, the Federal
bankruptcy court approved a plan for HVI Cat Canyon, Inc. to abandon various
assets, including 210 orphan wells.

In the first phase of this State abandonment project, 172 wells will be plugged
and permanently sealed. These wells and facilities are located in the Cat
Canyon, Santa Maria Valley, and Casmalia oil fields in the northern section of
Santa Barbara County near the cities of Santa Maria and Orcutt. The work to
remediate the 172 wells includes the proper closure and removal of associated
pipelines and facilities. The remaining 38 wells will be addressed in a subsequent
phase, as they may require more complex remedial work.

In August 2022, CalGEM executed a confract to abandon the 171 orphan wells,
with a scheduled completion date of December 31, 2024. One other well
(“Nodlew” 1) is on a standalone contract with a short duration contract to
address a gas leak. As of September 11, 2023, 102 wells have been plugged
and abandoned.
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Caltico Oil Company Update

In northern Los Angeles County, near the city of Santa Clarita, 55 wells and
attendant facilities at the Placerita Oil Field belonging to Caltico Oil

Company were identified as likely orphaned. Designated as non-compliant
since 2016, CalGEM issued a plug and abandonment order to Caltico Oil Co. in
June 2020, to plug and abandon all 55 of their wells and attendant facilities. In
February 2021, CalGEM made the determination that these wells were
presumed orphan as no responsible operator with financial resources to cover
the cost of plugging and abandoning these wells was found.

The work to plug and abandon these wells is underway. Through September
2023, clean out efforts have removed 985 tons of concrete, 394 tons of
construction and demolition debris materials (poly, gravel, soil, refuse), and 42
tons of mixed ferrous metals. As of September 11, 2023, 51 wells, including one
nearby well operated by Century Oil Company, have been plugged and
abandoned in Placerita and most facilities have been decommissioned at a
cost of $3.2 million. The work to abandon the five remaining wells will be
completed in an upcoming Phase of the State Abandonment program.

OVERVIEW OF FIRST PACKAGE OF PROPOSED PROJECTS

Following the completion of its screening and prioritization efforts described
above, CalGEM conducted a thorough review of the highest priority wells and
identified a package of proposed early projects to kick off its expanded state
abandonment program. The identified wells were then reviewed with local
governments and community groups.

This first group of proposed projects includes the plugging and abandonment of
378 wells and the decommissioning of 51 attendant production facilities across
California. The majority of these wells are some of the highest-risk wells in the
State, as they rank in the top two tiers of CalGEM'’s risk-based initial screening
method used to help prioritize wells statewide. These wells were identified as
higher risk because they have had a history of leaks or compliance issues, and
because they are located near California communities (within 3,200 feet of
schools, homes, and health care facilities)—making them a top priority. A list of
the wells and production facilities may be found in Appendix A.

The total anticipated cost for this proposed package of projects is estimated to
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be around $80 million.

These wells are located across all three CalGEM districts, with a concentration in
Kern, Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura, Fresno, and Santa Barbara counties.

This package of proposed projects is estimated to invest 40% of the funds within
SB 535 Disadvantaged Communities, recognizing and investing in California
communities most burdened with and vulnerable to the negative impacts of
environmental harms and pollution.

The following are brief descriptions of the proposed wells for state
abandonment, listed by operator of record. CalGEM may group these wells
differently for purposes of contracting in order to obtain efficiencies that may
exist due to geographic proximity, difficulty of abandonment, or other factors.
Appendix B provides more details, including the well ID, well type, well status,
and estimated cost.

AllenCo Energy, Inc., 21 wells and onsite tank facility in City of Los Angeles, Los
Angeles County

This Southern District operator has 21 wells and an onsite tank facility located in

Los Angeles, California in the Las Cienegas field, approximately 1,000 feet west
and 2,000 feet south of where the 110 and 10 freeways intersect. The location is
situated between Saint James Park to the south, residential properties to the
north, and St. Vincent Elementary School approximately 800 feet to the
southeast, and is located within an SB 535 Disadvantaged Community.

For the past decade, the City of Los Angeles, CalGEM, and other agencies
have taken numerous enforcement and legal actions in response to concerns
that AllenCo was in violation of California’s oil and gas laws, public health, and
safety laws, air and water quality protection laws, and fire and safety and odor
regulations. The local community has also expressed serious concerns and has
called for the clean-up of this site. In September 2019, CalGEM issued an order
to AllenCo to depressurize the wells, with which AllenCo refused to comply.
CalGEM hired a contractor to depressurize the wells, to help ensure the site
remained safe for the community. In 2020, CalGEM ordered AllenCo to plug
and abandon wells, decommission the attendant facility and restore the Saint
James drill site. The order to plug and abandon the wells was appealed by
AllenCo and resolved through a stipulated agreement finding the wells
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deserted and presumed orphan.
Cache Oil Co., 1 well in Los Angeles, Los Angeles County

The Cache Oil Company's Knapp 4-1 well has been idle for many years and has
a history of leaks. The well is located on the western outskirts of the West Hills
neighborhood of Los Angeles, near a recreational area frequented by many.

The well was previously abandoned but based on questions about the integrity
of the previous abandonment, and because a leak was observed emanating
from the Knapp 4-1 well during a FLIR inspection, CalGEM issued an order on
September 2, 2021, to reabandon the well. That order became final on October
13, 2021, and CalGEM declared the well orphan on March 10, 2022.

Canoga Oil Company, 3 wells in Los Angeles, Los Angeles County

These three wells are near a neighborhood in the Canoga Park section of Los
Angeles. They are also near a recreational area frequented by many. The wells
have been idle for many years and one well (Knapp 1) has a history of leaks
and is located near homes. Because of the history of leaks and its close
proximity to homes, Knapp 1 has been declared hazardous.

Canoga Oil Co. was issued an order to plug and abandon or reabandon its
wells on October 4, 2021, which became final on October 19, 2021. CalGEM
declared the wells orphan on March 10, 2022. CalGEM proposes abandoning or
reabandoning all wells in the Canoga Park field that are currently not buried,
which includes these three operated by Canoga QOil Co., as well as one well
belonging to Frank Knapp (Lui, Cheng, and Lin), and one well belonging to
Cache Qil Co. If the remaining five wells known to be currently buried in the
Canoga Park field are located, then CalGEM may also abandon those as well.

Citadel Exploration Inc., 37 wells near Bakersfield, Kern County

Citadel Exploration Inc. has 38 orphan wells, of which 37 are near Bakersfield.
Inspections of the Kern Bluff wells near Bakersfield have identified facilities with
evidence of leakage, oil-stained soils, and refuse. In addition, CalGEM and the
California Air Resources Board have observed hazardous levels of methane
leaking from several of the facilities. Citadel Exploration wells and facilities are
deteriorating due to lack of maintenance and are a potential threat to life,
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health, safety and natural resources.

Citadel Exploration failed to pay idle well fees in 2017 and 2018. The failure to
pay these fees is conclusive evidence of desertion. In 2020, CalGEM issued an
order to Citadel Exploration to plug and abandon 27 deserted wells,
decommission attendant facilities, pay outstanding idle well fees and pay a civil
penalty. Citadel Exploration did not comply with the order and a subsequent
order was issued in 2022, which became final on August 22,2022. CalGEM
declared the wells orphan on August 25, 2023.

Clarence R. Barnett Inc., 2 wells and facilities near the City of Simi Valley, Ventura
County

Clarence R. Barnett Inc.’s two long-term idle wells and facilities are in the Simi
Field on the northern edge of the City of Simi Valley in Ventura County. Both
wells are within 150 feet of houses and about 650 feet of a densely populated
residential area. The operator last reported oil production was in October 2013,
and the operator has failed to comply with idle well testing requirements or pay
idle well fees. Environmental lease inspections show debris, trash, and weeds at
the wells and facility. In 2015, this operator filed for bankruptcy.

In 2015, CalGEM determined the wells to be deserted and issued an order to
plug and abandon both wells and decommission the associated facilities—this
order was not complied with. In 2017, the Ventura County Planning Division
terminated the operator’s facilities permit.

Crown of the Valley Oil Co., 1 well in in Brea, Orange County

The Crown of the Valley Oil Company Well 1 has been idle for many years. It is
just north of Brea Canyon Road near residential areas of Brea. CalGEM issued an
order to plug and abandon the well on May 27, 2022, which became final on
July 16, 2022. CalGEM declared the well orphan on January 3, 2023.

Estate of Harold C. Morton, 1 well in Signal Hill, Los Angeles County

Well No. 5 of the Estate of Harold C. Martin is in Signal Hil, approximately 300 feet
southeast of the Signal Hill Police Department. The well also resides in a SB 535
Disadvantaged Community. The well has been idle for many years.

CalGEM issued an order to plug and abandon the well on July 8, 2022, which
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became final on August 28, 2022. CalGEM declared the well orphan on
December 6, 2022.

Frank Knapp and Liu, Cheng, and Lin, 1 well in Los Angeles, Los Angeles County

The Knapp 3 (Frank Knapp well) has been idle for many years and has had a
history of leaks. The well is near a neighborhood in the Canoga Park section of
Los Angeles. It is also near a recreational area frequented by many. Because of
the leaking oil and close proximity to homes, the well has been declared
hazardous.

CalGEM issued an order to plug and abandon the Knapp 3 well on October 25,
2019, which became final on November 11, 2019. CalGEM declared the well
orphan on February 28, 2022. The operator has been cited for numerous
violations including non-compliance with idle well fees, failure to provide
monthly production data, failure to perform idle well testing, failure to update
agent information, and production facilities or injection equipment has been
removed from the well site for at least 2 years.

Griffin Resources, LLC., 25 wells and facilities in Bakersfield, Kern County

In early 2019, Griffin Resources had an underground pipeline failure in the
Fruitvale Field in Bakersfield. The failure resulted in a spill along a major roadway.
A few months later several other incidents occurred from this operator’s
production facilities. Another pipeline leaking oil was discovered near a city
water canal in the parking lot of a residential complex. A shut-in well with built-
up gas pressure blew out a stuffing box, resulting in a release of oil and gas.
Another well began leaking gas into a residential neighborhood. In late 2019, yet
another pipeline in the Fruitvale Field was found to be leaking in the same
residential complex.

In 2021, Griffin Resources had another oil spill/discharge occur at one of its wells.
In 2022, several of the idle Griffin Resource wells were discovered to be leaking
methane into the atmosphere around residential neighborhoods.

CalGEM issued multiple remedial orders for Griffin Resources to perform
remedial work in 2019. After discovering a regional phenomenon of high
pressure affecting three of the idle Griffin wells, CalGEM issued an emergency
plug and abandonment order in 2022, which has been appealed by the
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operator. A decision from the Director’s Office on the appeal is expected
December 15, 2023. This operator has a history of oil/gas discharges, as well as a
history of non-compliance with regulatory requirements.

Griffin Resources has 25 wells and associated facilities in the Fruitvale Field. All 25
wells are critical wells. Ten of the 25 wells reside in a SB 535 Disadvantaged
Community. Many of Griffin Resources’ wells are within 100 feet of residential
and commercial structures.

Hartley Natural Resource Development, 1 well near Bakersfield, Kern County

Hartley Natural Resources Development Well T.S.A. 14X is open to the surface.
This long-term idle well is in the Edison Field, 10 miles southeast of Bakersfield in a
SB 535 Disadvantaged Community. The well is in violation due to it being open
to the surface.

In 2021, CalGEM issued an order to pay a civil penalty due to Hartley Natural
Resource Development’s failure to submit a Pipeline Management Plan to
comply with regulations. In 2022, CalGEM issued a plug and abandonment
order to Hartley Natural Resource Development based on the failure to pay idle
well fees and submit a Pipeline Management Plan. The well was declared
orphan in 2023.

Peak Operator, LLC, 39 wells and facilities near Oxnard, Ventura County

CalGEM has determined that Peak Operator, LLC has deserted its 39 wells and
associated facilities in the Oxnard and Saticoy Fields. The operations have been
cited for numerous violations over many years. The wells are located on the
outskirts of Oxnard in Ventura County, within 3,200 feet of residential facilities.
Most of these wells are also located within a SB 535 Disadvantaged Community.
In addition, a water canal, as close as 230 feet from a well, runs north to south
dividing areas of the field.

In 2022 and 2023, CalGEM ordered the operator to plug and abandon all of
their wells (41 wells) because of unresolved violations or incompliance by the
operator. The operator has not submitted an Idle Well Management Plan,
failed to conduct casing pressure tests, and failed to pay idle well fees for 2018,
2019, 2020. Other violations include but are not limited to failure to submit
production data, improper tank identification, failed to provide tank
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containment, not removing fluids in well cellar, missing bolts in wellhead and
failure on controlling weeds that present a fire hazard.

Prine Oil Company, 1 well near Lamont, Kern County

The Prine well has a history of unresolved violations from 2020 including being
open to the surface. The well is located in the Mountain View Field near Lamont.
In 2022, CalGEM issued a plug and abandonment order for the well, citing a
failure to pay idle well fees, failure to designate an agent, and unresolved
violations or incompliance by the operator. CalGEM determined that the well
was orphan in 2023.

Rex Oil Co., 1 well in Huntington Beach, Orange County

Rex QOil Co.'s Montebello 5 oil well is located approximately 40 feet south of
Garfield Avenue, between Stewart Ln. and Gothard St. A residential apartment
complex is located approximately 420 feet east of the wellhead on Gothard St.

CalGEM determined the Montebello 5 well was leaking during a FLIR inspection.
The well is also subject to Plugging and Abandonment Order No. 1273 and was
declared orphan on October 11, 2022. Additional violations include but are not
limited to non-compliance in paying 2020 Idle Well fees and failure to submit a
Well Testing Compliance Work Plan (TCWP).

Santa Ana Canyon Dev. Corp., 1 well near Yorba Linda, Orange County

CalGEM took an emergency response action to address a spill from Santa Ana
Canyon Dev. Corporation’s Well Reeves 2. The well had oil coming from its cellar
when CalGEM took action to remedy the situation. The well has potential casing
integrity issues and has been observed leaking during a FLIR inspection. The well
is on the hazardous well list because the well is leaking and near homes in Yorba
Linda.

Other violations that the operator has been cited for include out-of-date agent
information, outstanding fees, non-submittal of production reports, leaking
casing valves, inadequate tank labeling, inadequate enclosure fencing, and
overgrown dry weeds.
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CalGEM issued a plug and abandonment order on June 16, 2022, and declared
the well orphan on August 10, 2022.

Sunray Petroleum, Inc.
Blackstone Oil and Gas, LLC., 59 wells near Bakersfield, Arvin, and Lamont

Sunray Petroleum, Inc. and Blackstone Oil and Gas, LLC. have had multiple
unresolved violations dating back to 2017, and operate several wells located
near communities found to be leaking in the summer of 2022 and in May 2023
as part of a Methane Task Force joint inspection effort in the Arvin and Lamont
communities. Many of the violations are related to wells and production facilities
left in place without appropriately placing the equipment out of service and
failure to conduct operations in accordance with good oilfield practices.

Blackstone Oil and Gas, LLC is the operator of 37 wells that used to be operated
by Sunray Petroleum, Inc. The wells and associated facilities are in the Fruitvale
and Mountain View Fields. All 37 wells are in a SB 535 Disadvantaged
Community. In 2011, Sunray Petroleum, Inc. filed for bankruptcy and the court
appointed a bankruptcy frustee to oversee the estate. The trustee sold the 37
wells to Blackstone Oil and Gas in the course of the bankruptcy proceedings. In
2017, the trustee discharged the bankruptcy.

In December of 2022, CalGEM issued a plug and abandonment order to both
Blackstone Oil and Gas and the previous operator, Sunray Petroleum, for the
abandonment of these 37 wells. The reasons for the order included the
operators’ failure to pay idle well fees from 2018 to 2021, and failure to address
cited violations dating back to 2017. The order was appealed by Blackstone Ol
and Gas but was resolved through a stipulated agreement finding the wells
deserted. Both operators have provided CalGEM with financial information
demonstrating a limited ability to pay for the abandonment work required.

Sunray is also the operator of 22 wells and facilities located in the Fruitvale, Kern
Bluff, and Mountain View Fields. These fields are located in and around
Bakersfield, Arvin, and Lamont. Thirteen of the 22 wells are in SB 535
Disadvantaged Communities.

In early 2022, CalGEM issued a plug and abandonment order noting that the 22
wells and associated facilities had been deserted. The order was appealed and
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resolved through a stipulated agreement finding the wells deserted.

Tri-Valley Oil & Gas Co., 6 wells and facilities in Kern and Fresno counties

Tri-Valley Oil & Gas has a history of non-compliance dating back to 2006. The
operator has six wells located in Kern and Fresno Counties. All six wells are
located in SB 535 Disadvantaged Communities. Tri-Valley was required to pay
idle well fees from 2018 through 2020, which they failed to do. CalGEM has cited
numerous violations including failing to submit a TCWP and inadequate upkeep
of their production facilities. In 2012, Tri-Valley filed for bankruptcy. In 2023, the
Bankruptcy Trustee filed a motion to abandon the wells and other property
assets of the estate. In March 28, 2023, CalGEM issued a plug and
abandonment order, which became final on July 10, 2023.

Vaca Energy, LLC, 6 wells and facilities near Oxnard, Ventura County

Vaca Energy has six long-term idle wells and facilities in the West Montalvo Field,
just west of Oxnard in Ventura County. This operation has been cited with many
violations. All wells are located within a SB 535 Disadvantaged Community.

In 2021, CalGEM ordered Vaca Energy to pay a civil penalty, imposed for failure
to submit a pipeline management plan. The operator has also failed to pay idle
well fees for three years. Other violations for which Vaca has been cited include
failure to conduct required idle well testing, failure to submit production data,
inadequate maintenance of facility’s gate and fence, and trash and excessive
weeds on the lease. On March 17, 2022, CalGEM ordered the operator to plug
and abandon their wells, decommission the facilities, and restore the well sites,
which became final on September 2, 2022. A second order was issued on June
2, 2023, which became final on July 10, 2023.
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APPENDIX A: LIST OF WELLS AND FACILITIES PROPOSED FOR STATE ABANDONMENT

Well
API / Subject Well /Facilit L - . Well | Disadvantaged
SN | Operator / Subjec or e_/ a?' Y District County City Field .e 1sa van_age
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
1 AllenCo 0403720383 | Well St.James Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 1 2
AllenC Ti
2 ento 0403720455 | Well St. James 10 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas er Yes
Energy, Inc. 2
3 AllenCo 0403705177 | Well St. James 11 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 2
4 AllenCo 0403720511 | Well St. James 12 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 2
5 AllenCo 0403720372 | Well St. James 13 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 2
6 AllenCo 0403720609 | Well St. James 14 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 2
7 AllenCo 0403720194 | Well St. James 15-1 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 1
8 AllenCo 0403720203 | Well St. James 16 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 2
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
9 AllenCo 0403720191 | Well St. James 17 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 2
10 AllenCo 0403720308 | Well St. James 18 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 1
11 AllenCo 0403720165 | Well St. James 19 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 2
12 AllenCo 0403720356 | Well St. James 2 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 2
13 AllenCo 0403720125 | Well St. James 20 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 2
14 AllenCo 0403720628 | Well St. James 21 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 2
15 AllenCo 0403706333 | Well St. James 3 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 1
All Ti
16 enCo 0403720439 | Well St. James 4 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas " | Yes
Energy, Inc. 1
All Ti
17 enCo 0403720475 | Well St. James 5 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Ier Yes
Energy, Inc. 2
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

18 AllenCo 0403720275 | Well St. James 6 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 2

19 AllenCo 0403720476 | Well St. James 7 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 2

20 AllenCo 0403720564 | Well St. James 8 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 1

21 AllenCo 0403720502 | Well St. James 9 Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas Tier Yes
Energy, Inc. 2
AllenCo . I .

22 90295598 Facility | St. James Drill Site | Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas - Yes
Energy, Inc.
AllenCo . I .

23 072 Facility | St. James Drill Site | Southern Los Angeles - Las Cienegas - Yes
Energy, Inc.

24 | Cache Oil Co | 0403701160 | Well Knapp 4-1 Southern Los Angeles - Canoga Park 12'|er No
Canoga Oil 0403701161 Tier

25 Co. 0403701162 Well Knapp 1 and 1A Southern Los Angeles - Canoga Park 5 No
Crown of )

. Tier

26 | the Valley 0405907151 | Well 1 Southern | Orange - Brea-Olinda 5 No

Oil Co.
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:lhty District County City Field \l\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
Estate of Tier
27 | Harold C. 0403709398 | Well 5 Southern Los Angeles - Long Beach 5 Yes
Morton
Frank Knapp
Tl .
28 Liu, 0403700494 | Well Knapp 3 (Frank Southern Los Angeles - Canoga Park Tier No
Cheng, and Knapp) 2
Lin
29 E(a)noga il 0403701166 | Well Knapp 6 Southern Los Angeles - Canoga Park l'ler No
Hunting Huntington Tier
30 | Rex Qil Co. 0405902334 | Well Montebello 5 Southern Orange ton g No
Beach 2
Beach
Santa Ana Tier
31 | Canyon Dev. | 0405905532 | Well Reeves 2 Southern Orange - Esperanza 5 No
Corp.
Santa Ana
32 | Canyon Dev. 90295552 | Facility | Reeves Tank Farm | Southern Orange - Esperanza - No
Corp.
Clarence R. I Tier
33 0411100125 | Well PattersonRanch 1 | Northern | Ventura - Simi No
Barnett Inc. 2
Clarence R. I Tier
34 0411100126 | Well Patterson Ranch2 | Northern | Ventura - Simi No
Barnett Inc. 2
Clarence R. . I
35 90296457 | Facility | Patterson Ranch Northern | Ventura - Simi - No
Barnett Inc.
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Well

sN | operator API / Subject or WeI.I /Fac.:lllty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat . .
36 | Canyon - 0408320707 | Well Acquistapace 1 Northern santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
37 | Canyon - 0408302685 | Well Bettiga 1 Northern santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
38 | Canyon - 0408321268 | Well Bettiga B 5 Northern santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
39 | Canyon- | 0408321297 | Well | BettigaB6 Northern | >"t@ . cantaMaria | Tier |\,
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat : ,
40 | canyon - 0408321287 | Well | BettigaB3 Northern | 22Nt ; santa Maria Tier 1 o
Barbara Valley 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat . )
41 | canyon - 0408321230 | Well | BettigaB 4 Northern | 22Nt ; santa Maria Tier 1 No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
42 | Canyon - 0408321131 | Well Conoco 1-31 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat
Mari T
43 | canyon - 0408302699 | Well | Cree-Security 1 Northern | >2Nt@ - santa Maria " 1 No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
44 | canyon - 0408320679 | well East Valley Farms Northern Santa i Santa Maria Tier No
171 Wells 15-31 Barbara Valley 3
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat Santa Tier
45 | Canyon - 0408301195 | Well Fullerton 1 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
46 | Canyon - 0408320234 | Well Fullerton 8 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
47 | Canyon - 0408320355 | Well Fullerton 12 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
48 | Canyon - 0408320362 | Well Fullerton 10 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
49 | Canyon - 0408320357 | Well Fullerton 11 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
50 | Canyon - 0408320358 | Well Fullerton 9 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
51 | Canyon - 0408322053 | Well Fullerton 105 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
52 | Canyon - 0408322055 | Well Fullerton 107 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
53 | Canyon - 0408322056 | Well Fullerton 109 Northern - Cat Canyon No
171 Wells Barbara 3
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat Santa Tier
54 | Canyon - 0408322057 | Well Fullerton 110 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
55 | Canyon - 0408322058 | Well Fullerton 111 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
56 | Canyon - 0408321948 | Well Fullerton 103 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
57 | Canyon - 0408321949 | Well Fullerton 104 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
58 | Canyon - 0408322256 | Well Fullerton 200H Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
59 | Canyon - 0408322257 | Well Fullerton 201H Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
60 | Canyon - 0408322261 | Well Fullerton 205H Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
61 | Canyon - 0408321821 | Well Fullerton 14 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
62 | Canyon - 0408321888 | Well Fullerton 15 Northern - Cat Canyon No
171 Wells Barbara 3
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat Santa Tier
63 | Canyon - 0408301207 | Well G. Gibson 1 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
64 | Canyon - 0408301208 | Well G. Gibson 2 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
65 | Canyon - 0408301209 | Well G. Gibson 3 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
66 | Canyon - 0408301210 | Well G. Gibson 5 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
67 | Canyon - 0408301211 | Well G. Gibson 6 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
68 | Canyon - 0408301212 | Well G. Gibson 7 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
69 | Canyon - 0408301213 | Well G. Gibson 8 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
70 | Canyon - 0408301214 | Well G. Gibson 9 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
71 | Canyon - 0408301152 | Well G. Gibson 4 Northern - Cat Canyon No
171 Wells Barbara 3
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat . .
72 | Canyon- | 0408321075 | Well | G.T.AdamEtAIBL | Northern | 32" . cantaMaria | Tier |
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
73 | Canyon - 0408321327 | Well G.T.Adam Et Al B3 | Northern santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
74 | Canyon - 0408321328 | Well G.T.Adam Et Al B4 | Northern santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
75 | canyon - 0408321395 | Well | G.T.Adam EtAIBS | Northern | 22"t ; santa Maria Tier 1 o
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
76 | canyon - 0408320594 | Well | GolcoFee121-9 | Northern | >2"t@ ; santa Maria Tier 1 No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . )
77 | Canyon - 0408320571 | Well Golco Fee 11-9 Northern Santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
78 | canyon- | 0408320654 | Well | GolcoFee105-9 | Northern | >2Mt@ ] Santa Maria Tier 1 o
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
79 | canyon - 0408322110 | Well | GolcoFee111-9 | Northern | >2"t@ - santa Maria Tier | No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
80 | canyon - 0408322048 | Well | GolcoFee110-9 | Northern | >2"@ - santa Maria Ter 1 no
171 Wells Barbara Valley 3
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat . .
81 | Canyon - 0408322134 | Well Golco Fee 36-9 Northern santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
82 | Canyon - 0408320657 | Well Golco Fee 136-9 Northern santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
83 | Canyon - 0408320652 | Well Golco Fee 125-9 Northern santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
84 | Canyon- | 0408320653 | Well | GolcoFee22-9 | Northern | 32" . cantaMaria | Tier | v,
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
85 | Canyon- | 0408320327 | Well | GolcoFee21-9 | Northern | >2" . cantaMaria | Tler |
Barbara Valley 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat . )
86 | Canyon- | 0408320744 | Well | GolcoFee143-9 | Northern | 2" . cantaMaria | Tier |
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
87 | Canyon- | 0408300733 | Well | Golco Fee 42-9 Northern | >2Nt3 ] Santa Maria Tier 1 o
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat
Mari T
88 | canyon - 0408300734 | Well | Golco Fee 43-9 Northern | 22Nt - santa Maria " No
Barbara Valley 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat . . .
89 | canyon - 0408322093 | well Golco-Nicholson Northern Santa i Santa Maria Tier No
171 Wells 44-9 Barbara Valley 2
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat .
. Santa Tier
90 | Canyon - 0408320968 | Well Goodwin Fee 7-4A | Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
91 | Canyon - 0408321418 | Well Harbordt 6-14 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 4
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
92 | Canyon - 0408321419 | Well Harbordt 7-13 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 4
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
93 | Canyon - 0408321420 | Well Harbordt 8-14 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
94 | Canyon - 0408321421 | Well Harbordt 9-13 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
95 | Canyon - 0408321422 | Well Harbordt 10-14 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
96 | Canyon - 0408321423 | Well Harbordt 11-13 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 4
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
97 | Canyon - 0408321451 | Well Harbordt 14-13 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
98 | Canyon - 0408321452 | Well Harbordt 13-14 Northern - Cat Canyon No
171 Wells Barbara 3
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat Santa Tier
99 | Canyon - 0408321453 | Well Harbordt 15-14 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
100 | Canyon - 0408321454 | Well Harbordt 14-15 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 4
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
101 | Canyon - 0408321598 | Well Harbordt 3-10A Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
102 | Canyon - 0408321677 | Well Harbordt 1-14A Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 4
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
103 | Canyon - 0408321833 | Well Harbordt 1-11 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
104 | Canyon - 0408321834 | Well Harbordt 2-12 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
105 | Canyon - 0408321835 | Well Harbordt 2-14 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
106 | Canyon - 0408321836 | Well Harbordt 4-12 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
107 | Canyon - 0408321837 | Well Harbordt 4-14 Northern - Cat Canyon No
171 Wells Barbara 3
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat Santa Tier
108 | Canyon - 0408321056 | Well Harbordt 1-13 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
109 | Canyon - 0408321057 | Well Harbordt 1-15 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 4
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
110 | Canyon - 0408321058 | Well Harbordt 3-15 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 4
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
111 | Canyon - 0408321059 | Well Harbordt 5-15 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
112 | Canyon - 0408321104 | Well Harbordt 1-16 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
113 | Canyon - 0408321106 | Well Harbordt 3-16 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 4
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
114 | Canyon - 0408321107 | Well Harbordt 5-16 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
115 | Canyon - 0408321108 | Well Harbordt 11 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
116 | Canyon - 0408320889 | Well Harbordt 1-10 Northern - Cat Canyon No
171 Wells Barbara 2
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat Santa Tier
117 | Canyon - 0408320890 | Well Harbordt 2-9 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
118 | Canyon - 0408320891 | Well Harbordt 6-13 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
119 | Canyon - 0408320892 | Well Harbordt 8-13 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
120 | Canyon - 0408320911 | Well Harbordt 5-10 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
121 | Canyon - 0408320912 | Well Harbordt 5-12 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
122 | Canyon - 0408320913 | Well Harbordt 7-12 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
123 | Canyon - 0408320914 | Well Harbordt 10-13 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
124 | Canyon - 0408320915 | Well Harbordt 11-14 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
125 | Canyon - 0408320916 | Well Harbordt 12-13 Northern - Cat Canyon No
171 Wells Barbara 3
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat Santa Tier
126 | Canyon - 0408320963 | Well Harbordt 2-11 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
127 | Canyon - 0408320965 | Well Harbordt 4-9 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
128 | Canyon - 0408320966 | Well Harbordt 4-11 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 4
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
129 | Canyon - 0408320967 | Well Harbordt 6-11 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
Santa Tier
130 | Canyon - 0408320840 | Well Harbordt 12-15 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
131 | Canyon - 0408320783 | Well Harbordt 2-13 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
132 | Canyon - 0408320784 | Well Harbordt 4-13 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
133 | Canyon - 0408320786 | Well Harbordt 6-15 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
134 | Canyon - 0408320787 | Well Harbordt 7-14 Northern - Cat Canyon No
171 Wells Barbara 3
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat Santa Tier
135 | Canyon - 0408320788 | Well Harbordt 8-15 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
136 | Canyon - 0408320789 | Well Harbordt 9-14 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
137 | Canyon - 0408320790 | Well Harbordt 10-15 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 4
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
138 | Canyon - 0408320760 | Well Harbordt 2-15 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
139 | Canyon - 0408320761 | Well Harbordt 3-14 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 4
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
140 | Canyon - 0408320538 | Well Harbordt 95 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
141 | Canyon - 0408301356 | Well Harbordt 78 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
142 | Canyon - 0408301357 | Well Harbordt 87 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
143 | Canyon - 0408301359 | Well Harbordt 90 Northern - Cat Canyon No
171 Wells Barbara 3

51




Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat Santa Tier
144 | Canyon - 0408300643 | Well Harbordt 89 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
145 | Canyon - 0408321675 | Well Harbordt-Goodwin Northern Santa - Cat Canyon Tier No
1-8 Barbara 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat ,
146 | Canyon - 0408321485 | Well Harbordt- Northern Santa - Cat Canyon Tier No
Mortensen 15-12 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat : ,
147 | canyon - 0408321436 | Well | Laine1 Northern :r’;zra ; f/zrl‘ltea Maria ;'er No
171 Wells Y
HVI Cat : ,
148 | canyon - 0408322041 | Well | Lakeview 74R-8 Northern | >2Nt3 ; santa Maria Tier 1 o
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . )
149 | canyon - 0408320527 | Well | Lakeview 81-8 Northern | >2Nt3 . santa Maria Tier 1 o
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
150 | Canyon- | 0408320186 | Well | Lakeview 65-8 Northern | >2Nt3 ] Santa Maria Tier 1 o
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . )
151 | Canyon - 0408320230 | Well | Lakeview 86-8 Northern | S2Nt@ ; Santa Maria Tier | No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat , ,
152 | canyon - 0408320207 | Well | Lakeview 64-8 Northern | >2"t@ ; santa Maria Tier 1 o
171 Wells Barbara Valley 2
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat . .
153 | Canyon - 0408320133 | Well Lakeview 87-8 Northern Santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
154 | Canyon - 0408320268 | Well Lakeview 53-8 Northern Santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
155 | Canyon - 0408320296 | Well Lakeview 77-8 Northern Santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
156 | Canyon - 0408320825 | Well | Lakeview 63-8 Northern | >2Nt3 . santa Maria Tier 1 o
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
157 | Canyon - 0408321109 | Well Harbordt 15 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . i
158 | canyon - 0408321404 | Well | MorettiB-1 Northern | >2Nt3 ; santa Maria Tier 1 o
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat i
159 | canyon - 0408321424 | wen | MortensenFeel0- 1\ o | 3Nt . Cat Canyon Tier 1 o
11 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat
M Fee 14- Ti
160 | Canyon- | 0408321875 | Well ortensen Fee Northern | 22nt@ - Cat Canyon T 1 No
5 Barbara 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
161 | canyon - 0408321878 | well | Mortensenfeel2 | e | 2Nt - Cat Canyon Tier 1 o
171 Wells 5 Barbara 3
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Well

SN | Operator API /Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat .
162 | Canyon - 0408321879 | Well Mortensen Fee 13- Northern Santa - Cat Canyon Tier No
6 Barbara 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
163 | Canyon - 0408321880 | Well Mortensen Fee 14- Northern Santa - Cat Canyon Tier No
7 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
164 | Canyon - 0408321665 | Well Mortensen Fee 15- Northern Santa - Cat Canyon Tier No
5A Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
165 | Canyon- | 0408321653 | well | MortensenFee I3 i ihern | 222 . Cat Canyon Ter 1 no
11 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
166 | Canyon- | 0408320762 | well | MortensenFee Ll |y hern | 222 . Cat Canyon Tler 1 no
5 Barbara 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
167 | Canyon- | 0408320791 | well | MortensenFee I3 o hern | 222 . Cat Canyon Ter 1 no
5 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
168 | Canyon- | 0408320793 | well | MortensenFeeld iy iher | 222 . Cat Canyon Tier | \o
8 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat
M Fee 11- Ti
169 | Canyon - 0408320893 | Well ortensen Fee Northern | >ant@ - Cat Canyon "1 No
7 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
170 | Canyon- | 0408320040 | well | VertensenFeeWs |y, thern | 222 - Cat Canyon Tler 1 no
171 Wells 2 Barbara 2
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat .
171 | Canyon - 0408320943 | Well Mortensen Fee 12- Northern Santa - Cat Canyon Tier No
6 Barbara 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
172 | Canyon - 0408320944 | Well Mortensen Fee 12- Northern Santa - Cat Canyon Tier No
8 Barbara 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
173 | Canyon - 0408320945 | Well Mortensen Fee 13- Northern Santa - Cat Canyon Tier No
9 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
174 | Canyon - 0408320946 | Well Mortensen Fee 14- Northern Santa - Cat Canyon Tier No
10 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
175 | Canyon - 0408301387 | Well Mortensen Fee 1 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat )
Santa Tier
176 | Canyon - 0408301390 | Well Mortensen Fee 10 | Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
177 | Canyon - 0408300030 | Well Mortensen Fee 9 Northern - Cat Canyon No
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat )
178 | canyon - 0408321425 | well | Mortensen- Northern | S2Nt@ . Cat Canyon Tier | No
Harbordt 8-11 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat }
179 | canyon - 0408321426 | well | Mortensen- Northern | >2"t@ - Cat Canyon Tier 1 o
171 Wells Harbordt 8-12 Barbara 3
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Well

SN | Operator API /Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat .
180 | Canyon - 0408321427 | Well Mortensen- Northern Santa - Cat Canyon Tier No
Harbordt 9-12 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
181 | Canyon - 0408321428 | Well Mortensen- Northern Santa - Cat Canyon Tier No
Harbordt 10-12 Barbara 4
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
182 | Canyon - 0408321429 | Well Mortensen- Northern Santa - Cat Canyon Tier No
Harbordt 11-12 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
183 | Canyon- | 0408321483 | Well | Mortenser- Northern | 22t . Cat Canyon Ter 1 no
Harbordt 13-12 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat .
184 | Canyon- | 0408321484 | well | Mortenser Northern | 22t . Cat Canyon Ter 1 no
Harbordt 14-12 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
185 | Canyon - 0408301395 | Well | Nicholson 64-9 Northern | >3Mt@ ; Santa Maria Tier | \o
Barbara Valley 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
186 | Canyon - 0408300218 | Well | Nicholson 75-9 Northern | >ant@ ; Santa Maria Tier | \o
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
187 | Canyon- | 0408321450 | Well | North Orcutt2 Northern | Sont@ ; Santa Maria Tier | \o
Barbara Valley 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
188 | Canyon- | 0408321336 | Well | North Orcutt 1 Northern | >2"@ . Santa Maria Tier | o
171 Wells Barbara Valley 2
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat . .
189 | Canyon - 0408320937 | Well Olean 1-60 Northern Santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
190 | Canyon - 0408320958 | Well Olean 2-60 Northern Santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
191 | Canyon - 0408320986 | Well Olean 4-60 Northern Santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
192 | canyon - 0408320989 | Well | Olean5-60 Northern | >2Nt3 ; santa Maria Tier 1 o
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
193 | canyon - 0408321076 | Well | R.B.McFaddin1 | Northern | >2Mt@ . santa Maria Tier 1 o
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . )
194 | canyon - 0408321413 | Well | R.B.McFaddin4 | Northern | >2Mt@ . santa Maria Tier 1 o
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
195 | Canyon- | 0408322072 | well | R.B.McFaddin5 | Northern | 22" ] Santa Maria Tier 1 o
Barbara Valley 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat Santa Tier
196 | Canyon - 0408300908 | Well Righetti B 5 Northern - Casmalia Yes
Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . . .
197 | canyon- | 0408304604 | wen | Ynion-Continental |\ on | 53Nt - Cat Canyon Tler 1 no
171 Wells 7 Barbara 3
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Well

SN | Operator API /Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat ' . .
198 | Canyon - 0408301202 | Well Union-Continental Northern Santa - Cat Canyon Tier No
2 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat ' . .
199 | Canyon - 0408301203 | Well Union-Continental Northern Santa - Cat Canyon Tier No
3 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat ' . .
200 | Canyon - 0408301204 | Well Union-Continental Northern Santa - Cat Canyon Tier No
4 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . . .
201 | Canyon- | 0408301205 | wenl | Union-Continental | ey | SN2 . Cat Canyon Ter | o
5 Barbara 4
171 Wells
HVI Cat . . .
202 | Canyon- | 0408301206 | well | Unien-continental o e | Sant@ . Cat Canyon Ter | No
6 Barbara 3
171 Wells
HVI Cat . . . . .
203 | Canyon - 0408302948 | Well gnlon-o Donnell li Northern ;Zr:;z;ra i \5/2“? Maria 12'|er No
171 Wells y
HVI Cat . .
204 | Canyon- | 0408320970 | Well |1 Northern ;er‘;zra i \5/2“23 Maria ;'er No
171 Wells y
HVI Cat
Mari Ti
205 | Canyon - 0408302988 | Well | Vincent 19 Northern | 22nt@ ; Santa Maria fer | o
Barbara Valley 2
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
206 | Canyon- | 0408302989 | Well | Vincent20 Northern | >2"'2 i santa Maria Tier | o
171 Wells Barbara Valley 3
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
HVI Cat
- - - Santa
207 | Canyon - Facilities Facility | Facilities Northern Barbara - - No
171 Wells
HVI Cat . .
208 | Canyon - 0408320693 | Well Nodlew 1 Northern Santa - santa Maria Tier No
Barbara Valley 3
Nodlew 1
Peak Tier
209 | Operator 0411122199 | Well Peak-HBH 5H-B1 Northern Ventura - Oxnard 5 Yes
LLC
Peak Tier
210 | Operator 0411122195 | Well Peak-HBH 1H-A1l Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 5 Yes
LLC
Peak Tier
211 | Operator 0411121972 | Well Lenox Ranch 109H | Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 5 Yes
LLC
Peak )
212 | Operator 0411121396 | Well Vasca TarSand Northern | Ventura - Oxnard Tier Yes
Unit 4-83 2
LLC
Peak )
213 | Operator | 0411121385 | well | V3ccaTarsand Northern | Ventura ; Oxnard Tier | ves
Unit 4-81 2
LLC
Peak )
214 | Operator 0411121384 | Well Va(.:ca Tarsand Northern | Ventura - Oxnard Tier Yes
Unit 3-64 2
LLC
Peak .
215 | Operator | 0411121383 | well | V2cc@Tarsand Northern | Ventura - Oxnard Tler 1 ves
LLC Unit 3-63 2
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I/Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
Peak .
216 | Operator 0411121084 | Well Va§caTarSand Northern Ventura - Oxnard Tier Yes
Unit 3-69 2
LLC
Peak .
217 | Operator 0411121083 | Well Va§caTarSand Northern Ventura - Oxnard Tier Yes
Unit 3-68 2
LLC
Peak .
218 | Operator 0411121032 | Well Va§caTarSand Northern Ventura - Oxnard Tier Yes
Unit 4-77 2
LLC
Peak .
219 | Operator 0411120989 | Well VascaTarSand Northern | Ventura - Oxnard Tier Yes
Unit 4-75 2
LLC
Peak . .
220 | Operator 0411101336 | Well icholle-lemgston Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 12'|er Yes
LLC
Peak Tier
221 | Operator 0411122393 | Well Peak-HBH 6HU Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 5 Yes
LLC
Peak Tier
222 | Operator 0411122392 | Well Peak-HBH 5HA Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 5 Yes
LLC
Peak Tier
223 | Operator 0411122391 | Well Peak-HBH 6H Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 5 Yes
LLC
Peak Tier
224 | Operator 0411122386 | Well Peak-HBH 5HU Northern Ventura - Oxnard 5 Yes
LLC

60




Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I/Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

Peak Tier

225 | Operator 0411122385 | Well Peak-HBH 4HU Northern Ventura - Oxnard 5 Yes
LLC
Peak Tier

226 | Operator 0411122384 | Well Peak-HBH 3HU Northern Ventura - Oxnard 5 Yes
LLC
Peak Tier

227 | Operator 0411122275 | Well Lenox M-2 Northern Ventura - Oxnard 5 Yes
LLC
Peak Tier

228 | Operator 0411122200 | Well Peak-HBH 6H-C1 Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 5 Yes
LLC
Peak Tier

229 | Operator 0411122198 | Well Peak-HBH 4H-C2 Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 5 Yes
LLC
Peak Tier

230 | Operator 0411122197 | Well Peak-HBH 3H-B2 Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 5 Yes
LLC
Peak Tier

231 | Operator 0411122196 | Well Peak-HBH 2H-A2 Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 5 Yes
LLC
Peak )

232 | Operator 0411101047 | Well Va(.:caTarSand Northern | Ventura - Oxnard Tier Yes

Unit 2-1 2

LLC
Peak .

233 | Operator 0411101042 | Well Va(.:caTarSand Northern Ventura - Oxnard Tier Yes
LLC Unit 4-2 2
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I/Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

Peak .

234 | Operator 0411101040 | Well Va§caTarSand Northern Ventura - Oxnard Tier Yes

Unit 3-2 2

LLC
Peak - .

235 | Operator 0411101335 | Well icholle—lemgston Northern Ventura - Oxnard ';ler No
LLC
Peak Tier

236 | Operator 0411122227 | Well Peak-HBH 4TO-C5 Northern Ventura - Oxnard 3 No
LLC
Peak Tier

237 | Operator 0411122226 | Well Peak-HBH 3TO-D5 | Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 3 No
LLC
Peak Tier

238 | Operator 0411122204 | Well Peak-HBH 2TO-C4 Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 3 Yes
LLC
Peak Tier

239 | Operator 0411122203 | Well Peak-HBH 1TO-A4 | Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 3 Yes
LLC
Peak Tier

240 | Operator 0411121953 | Well Pleasant Valley 8 Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 3 No
LLC
Peak Tier

241 | Operator 0411121951 | Well Pleasant Valley 7 Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 3 No
LLC
Peak Tier

242 | Operator 0411121950 | Well Pleasant Valley 6 Northern Ventura - Oxnard 3 No
LLC
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

Peak Tier

243 | Operator 0411121946 | Well Pleasant Valley 5 Northern Ventura - Oxnard 3 No
LLC
Peak Tier

244 | Operator 0411121945 | Well Pleasant Valley 4 Northern Ventura - Oxnard 3 No
LLC
Peak Tier

245 | Operator 0411121942 | Well Pleasant Valley 3 Northern Ventura - Oxnard 3 No
LLC
Peak Tier

246 | Operator 0411121931 | Well Pleasant Valley 2 Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 3 No
LLC
Peak Tier

247 | Operator 0411121930 | Well Pleasant Valley 1 Northern | Ventura - Oxnard 3 No
LLC
Peak

248 | Operator Multiple Facility | Multiple Northern | Ventura - Multiple - Yes
LLC

249 | Voc@ 0411100741 | Well | J.D.McGrath1 | Northern | Ventura . Montalvo, West | 1" | Yes
Energy, LLC 2
Vaca Tier

250 0411100742 | Well J. D. McGrath 2 Northern Ventura - Montalvo, West Yes
Energy, LLC 2

251 | Vaca 0411100744 | wen | Montalvolnjection | i ern | Ventura ; Montalvo, West | 1" | Yes
Energy, LLC 1 2
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
Vaca . Tier
252 0411100745 | Well Montalvo Unit1 1 Northern Ventura - Montalvo, West Yes
Energy, LLC 2
Vaca Tier
253 0411121288 | Well West Montalvo 2 Northern Ventura - Montalvo, West Yes
Energy, LLC 2
Vaca . Tier
254 0411121011 | Well Bailard-Kraemer 1 Northern Ventura - Montalvo, West Yes
Energy, LLC 2
Vaca -
255 90297658 | Facility | West Montalvo Northern Ventura - Montalvo, West | - Yes
Energy, LLC
Blackstone . . .
256 | Oil& Gas, | 0402908188 | well | RedRibbonlease | ) Kern Bakersfi | £ itvale Tier | ves
24 eld 1
LLC
Blackstone . . .
257 | Oil& Gas, | 0402908187 | wen | RedRibbonlease | ) Kern Bakersfi | £ itvale Tier | ves
23 eld 1
LLC
Blackstone . . .
258 | Oil & Gas, | 0402908185 | well | RedRibbonlease | . ) Kern Bakersfi | ¢ itvale Tier | ves
21 eld 1
LLC
Blackstone . . .
250 | Oil & Gas, | 0402908186 | well | RedRibbonlease | . ) Kern Bakersfi | ¢ itvale Tier | ves
22 eld 2
LLC
Blackstone Tier
260 | Oil & Gas, 0402900653 | Well Kane-Ross 1 Central Kern - Mountain View 5 Yes
LLC
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

Blackstone Tier

261 | Oil & Gas, 0402914331 | Well Kane-Bloemer 1 Central Kern - Mountain View 5 Yes
LLC
Blackstone Tier

262 | Oil & Gas, 0402914332 | Well Kane-Bloemer 2 Central Kern - Mountain View ) Yes
LLC
Blackstone Tier

263 | Oil & Gas, 0402914333 | Well Kundert 1 Central Kern - Mountain View ) Yes
LLC
Blackstone Tier

264 | Oil & Gas, 0402914334 | Well Kundert 2 Central Kern - Mountain View ) Yes
LLC
Blackstone Tier

265 | Oil & Gas, 0402914335 | Well Kundert3 Central Kern - Mountain View ) Yes
LLC
Blackstone Tier

266 | Oil & Gas, 0402942167 | Well Kane-Bloemer 4 Central Kern - Mountain View ) Yes
LLC
Blackstone Tier

267 | Oil & Gas, 0402942136 | Well Kane-Bloemer 3 Central Kern - Mountain View ) Yes
LLC
Blackstone Tier

268 | Oil & Gas, 0402914595 | Well George 19 Central Kern - Mountain View 1 Yes
LLC
Blackstone . ]

260 | 0l & Gas, | 0402914540 | wen | ATvinWaterflood ) Kern ; Mountain View | 1" | Yes
LLC Unit D1 2
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Well

sN | operator API / Subject or WeI.I /Fac.:lllty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
Blackstone Tier
270 | Oil & Gas, 0402914551 | Well Portman1 Central Kern - Mountain View 5 Yes
LLC
Blackstone . .
271 | Oil & Gas, 0402914574 | Well Ar\{ln Waterflood Central Kern - Mountain View Tier Yes
Unit G1 2
LLC
Blackstone . .
272 | Oil & Gas, 0402914575 | Well Ar\{ln Waterflood Central Kern - Mountain View Tier Yes
Unit G2 2
LLC
Blackstone . .
273 | Oil & Gas, | 0402914576 | we | ATVinWaterflood i ) Kern . Mountain View | 1" | ves
Unit G3 2
LLC
Blackstone . .
274 | Oil & Gas, 0402914577 | Well Arv.m Waterflood Central Kern - Mountain View Tier Yes
Unit G5 2
LLC
Blackstone . .
275 | Oil & Gas, 0402914578 | Well Arv.m Waterflood Central Kern - Mountain View Tier Yes
Unit G7 2
LLC
Blackstone . .
276 | Oil & Gas, | 0402914579 | wel | ATvinWaterflood o ) Kern - Mountain View | 1" | Yes
Unit G8 2
LLC
Blackstone . .
277 | Oil& Gas, | 0402914581 | wen | ATvinWaterflood ) Kern - Mountain View | 1" | ves
Unit G10 2
LLC
Blackstone . .
278 | Oil & Gas, 0402914582 | Well Ar\{|n Waterflood Central Kern - Mountain View Tier Yes
LLC Unit G11 2
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

Blackstone . )

279 | Oil & Gas, 0402914583 | Well Ar\{ln Waterflood Central Kern - Mountain View Tier Yes

Unit G13 2

LLC
Blackstone Tier

280 | Oil & Gas, 0402947968 | Well Kirkorian 14X-23 Central Kern Arvin Mountain View 5 Yes
LLC
Blackstone Tier

281 | Oil & Gas, 0402946852 | Well George 20X Central Kern - Mountain View ) Yes
LLC
Blackstone Tier

282 | Oil & Gas, 0402914594 | Well George 18 Central Kern - Mountain View ) Yes
LLC
Blackstone Tier

283 | Oil & Gas, 0402914592 | Well George 16 Central Kern - Mountain View ) Yes
LLC
Blackstone Tier

284 | Oil & Gas, 0402914552 | Well Portman 2 Central Kern - Mountain View 3 Yes
LLC
Blackstone Tier

285 | Oil & Gas, 0402914553 | Well Portman 3 Central Kern - Mountain View 3 Yes
LLC
Blackstone . .

286 | 0l & Gas, | 0402914580 | wen | ATvinWaterflood ) Kern ; Mountain View | 1" | Yes

Unit G9 3

LLC
Blackstone Tier

287 | Oil & Gas, 0402954044 | Well George 21 Central Kern - Mountain View 3 Yes
LLC
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SN

Operator

API / Subject
ID

Well
or
Facility

Well /Facility
Designation

District

County

City

Field

Well
Tier

Disadvantaged
Community

288

Blackstone
Oil & Gas,
LLC

0402914596

Well

George 20

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Tier

Yes

289

Blackstone
Oil & Gas,
LLC

0402914593

Well

George 17

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Tier

Yes

290

Blackstone
Oil & Gas,
LLC

0402914591

Well

George 15

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Tier

Yes

291

Blackstone
Oil & Gas,
LLC

0402914590

Well

George 14

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Tier

Yes

292

Blackstone
Oil & Gas,
LLC

0402914587

Well

George 4

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Tier

Yes

293

Blackstone
Oil & Gas,
LLC

90292602

Facility

Kundert

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Yes

294

Blackstone
Oil & Gas,
LLC

90292603

Facility

Kundert

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Yes

295

Blackstone
Oil & Gas,
LLC

90292604

Facility

Kundert

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Yes

296

Blackstone
Oil & Gas,
LLC

90292605

Facility

Arvin Waterflood

Unit

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Yes
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

Blackstone

297 | Oil & Gas, 90292606 Facility [ Portman Central Kern - Mountain View - Yes
LLC
Blackstone .

298 | Oil & Gas, 90292607 Facility Ar\{ln Waterflood Central Kern - Mountain View - Yes

Unit

LLC
Blackstone .

299 | Oil & Gas, 90292608 Facility G::'Icn Waterflood Central Kern - Mountain View - Yes
LLC
Blackstone .

300 | Oil & Gas, | 90292609 Facility Gm” Waterflood | . ral Kern . Mountain View | - Yes
LLC
Blackstone .

301 | Ol & Gas, | 90292610 Facility Gm” Waterflood | . ral Kern . Mountain View | - Yes
LLC
Blackstone .

302 | Ol & Gas, | 90292611 Facility Gm” Waterflood | . ral Kern . Mountain View | - Yes
LLC
Blackstone

303 | Oil & Gas, 90292612 | Facility | George Central Kern - Mountain View | - Yes
LLC
Blackstone

304 | Oil & Gas, 90292613 Facility | George Central Kern - Mountain View | - Yes
LLC
Blackstone

305 | Oil & Gas, 90292614 Facility | George Central Kern - Mountain View | - Yes
LLC
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

Blackstone

306 | Oil & Gas, 90292618 Facility | Kane-Ross Central Kern - Mountain View - Yes
LLC
Blackstone .

307 | Oil & Gas, 90294258 Facility G;\:'Icn Waterflood Central Kern - Mountain View - Yes
LLC
Blackstone .

308 | Oil & Gas, 90294261 Facility G::'Icn Waterflood Central Kern - Mountain View - Yes
LLC
Blackstone .

309 | Oil & Gas, | 90294262 Facility Gm” Waterflood | . ral Kern . Mountain View | - Yes
LLC
Blackstone

310 | Oil & Gas, 90293292 Facility | Kane-Ross Central Kern - Mountain View | - Yes
LLC
Blackstone

311 | Oil & Gas, 90294240 Facility | Kundert Central Kern - Mountain View | - Yes
LLC
Blackstone

312 | Oil & Gas, 90294259 Facility | Portman Central Kern - Mountain View | - Yes
LLC
Blackstone

313 | Oil & Gas, 90294031 Facility | Unspecified Central Kern - Fruitvale - Yes
LLC
Blackstone

314 | Oil & Gas, 90294032 Facility [ Unspecified Central Kern - Fruitvale - Yes
LLC
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I/Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
Blackstone

315 | Oil & Gas, 90292615 Facility | Unspecified Central Kern - Fruitvale - Yes
LLC
Citadel ) .

316 | Exploration | 0403063441 | Well Ne'edham—BIoemer Central Kern Bakersfi Kern Bluff Tier No

Point Break#5 eld 1
Inc.
Citadel ) .

317 | Exploration | 0403063440 | Well Needham-Bloemer Central Kern Bakersfi Kern Bluff Tier No
Inc Thunderstruck#4 eld 1
Citadel

. Needham-Bloemer Bakersfi Tier

318 :Er:(cploratlon 0403062148 | Well Shakedown St#2 Central Kern old Kern Bluff 1 No
Citadel ) .

319 | Exploration | 0402957338 | Well ggeedham—Bloemer Central Kern zlzkersfl Kern Bluff 12'|er No
Inc.

Citadel ) .

320 | Exploration | 0402908779 | Well g:edham—Bloemer Central Kern zlzkersfl Kern Bluff 12'|er No
Inc.

Citadel ) .

321 | Exploration | 0402908776 | Well g'fedham'B'oemer Central Kern :lzkers'c' Kern Bluff ;'er No
Inc.

Citadel ) .

322 | Exploration | 0402908775 | Well ';'g'edham'Bloemer Central Kern Slzkers'c' Kern Bluff ;'er No
Inc.

Citadel ) .

323 | Exploration | 0402908773 | Well 'z\lgeedham'Bloemer Central Kern Slzkers'c' Kern Bluff ;'er No
Inc.
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I/Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

Citadel ) .

324 | Exploration | 0402908772 | Well y;eedham—BIoemer Central Kern S&kerSﬂ Kern Bluff l'ler No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

325 | Exploration | 0402908771 | Well g:edham—BIoemer Central Kern Sle;kersfl Kern Bluff ';ler No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

326 | Exploration | 0402908770 | Well gseedham—BIoemer Central Kern Sle;kersfl Kern Bluff ;'ler No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

327 | Exploration | 0402908765 | Well TGeedham—Bloemer Central Kern zlzkersfl Kern Bluff 12'|er No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

328 | Exploration | 0402908763 | Well T:edham—Bloemer Central Kern zlzkersfl Kern Bluff 12'|er No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

329 | Exploration | 0402908762 | Well Tgeedham—Bloemer Central Kern zlzkersfl Kern Bluff 12'|er No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

330 | Exploration | 0402908761 | Well geedham'B'oemer Central Kern :lzkers'c' Kern Bluff ;'er No
Inc.
Citadel

Needham-BI Bakersfi Ti

331 | Exploration | 0402908759 | Well 1eed am-SI0eMeT | central Kern elz €| Kern Bluff 2'er No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

332 | Exploration | 0402900070 | Well 'g'eedham'Bloemer Central Kern Slzkers'c' Kern Bluff ;'er No
Inc.
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I/Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility
Citadel
. Needham-Bloemer Bakersfi Tier
333 | Exploration | 0403063448 | Well COB #6 Central Kern old Kern Bluff 5 No
Inc.
Citadel ) .
334 | Exploration | 0403062150 | Well Nged.ha'm—.BIoemer Central Kern Bakersfi Kern Bluff Tier No
Inc Mississippi Q#3 eld 2
Citadel ) .
335 | Exploration | 0403062149 | Well Needham—BIoemer Central Kern Bakersfi Kern Bluff Tier No
American B#1 eld 2
Inc.
Citadel ) .
336 | Exploration | 0402988951 | Well y;edham—Bloemer Central Kern zlzkersfl Kern Bluff 12'|er No
Inc.
Citadel ) .
337 | Exploration | 0402977208 | Well Needham-Bloemer Central Kern Bakersfi Kern Bluff Tier No
34A eld 2
Inc.
Citadel ) .
338 | Exploration | 0402960538 | Well Egeedham—Bloemer Central Kern zlzkersfl Kern Bluff 12'|er No
Inc.
Citadel ) .
339 | Exploration | 0402951893 | Well g';edham'B'oemer Central Kern :lzkers'c' Kern Bluff ;'er No
Inc.
Citadel ) .
340 | Exploration | 0402940478 | Well ';':edham'Bloemer Central Kern Slzkers'c' Kern Bluff ;'er No
Inc.
Citadel ) .
341 | Exploration | 0402908782 | Well ';':edham'Bloemer Central Kern Slzkers'c' Kern Bluff ;'er No
Inc.
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I/Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

Citadel ) .

342 | Exploration | 0402908780 | Well Z(;eedham—BIoemer Central Kern S&kerSﬂ Kern Bluff ;"ler No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

343 | Exploration | 0402908777 | Well ?;edham—BIoemer Central Kern Sle;kersfl Kern Bluff ';ler No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

344 | Exploration | 0402908774 | Well ;;eedham—BIoemer Central Kern Sle;kersfl Kern Bluff ;'ler No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

345 | Exploration | 0402908767 | Well T:edham—Bloemer Central Kern zlzkersfl Kern Bluff 13'|er No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

346 | Exploration | 0402908766 | Well T7eedham—BIoemer Central Kern zlzkersfl Kern Bluff 13'|er No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

347 | Exploration | 0402908764 | Well Tseedham—Bloemer Central Kern zlzkersfl Kern Bluff 13'|er No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

348 | Exploration | 0402908760 | Well g'eedham'B'oemer Central Kern :lzkers'c' Kern Bluff ;'er No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

349 | Exploration | 0402904174 | Well ';'eedham'Bloemer Central Kern Slzkers'c' Kern Bluff ;'er No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

350 | Exploration | 0402900981 | Well ';'fedham'Bloemer Central | Kern Slzkers'c' Kern Bluff ;'er No
Inc.
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I/Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

Citadel ) .

351 | Exploration | 0402900816 | Well Eeedham—BIoemer Central Kern S&kerSﬂ Kern Bluff ;"ler No
Inc.
Citadel ) .

352 | Exploration | 0403005775 | Well Needham-Bloemer Central Kern Bakersfi Kern Bluff Tier No

A-324 eld 3

Inc.
Citadel Tier

353 | Exploration | 0403033429 | Well North Yowlumne 2 | Central Kern - Any Field 3 Yes
Inc.
Citadel

354 | Exploration | 90291601 Facility | Unspecified Central Kern - Kern Bluff - No
Inc.
Citadel

355 | Exploration | 90291602 Facility | Unspecified Central Kern - Kern Bluff - No
Inc.
Citadel

356 | Exploration | 90291603 Facility | Unspecified Central Kern - Kern Bluff - No
Inc.
Citadel North Yowlumne

357 | Exploration | 90297577 Facility Facilit Central Kern - Any Field - Yes
Inc. i
Citadel Needham-Bloemer

358 | Exploration | 90297758 Facility Facilit Central Kern - Kern Bluff - No
Inc. i
Citadel

359 | Exploration | 90297759 Facility | Unspecified Central Kern - Kern Bluff - No
Inc.
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

Citadel

360 | Exploration | 90297760 Facility | Unspecified Central Kern - Kern Bluff - No
Inc.
Citadel

361 | Exploration | 90299070 Facility | Unspecified Central Kern - Any Field - Yes
Inc.
Citadel

362 | Exploration | 90286087 Facility | Unspecified Central Kern - Any Field - Yes
Inc.
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

363 | Resources, 0402908260 | Well K.C.L. D78-6 Central Kern old Fruitvale 1 Yes
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

364 | Resources, 0402908259 | Well K.C.L. A78-4 Central Kern old Fruitvale 1 Yes
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

365 | Resources, 0402908258 | Well K.C.L. D88X Central Kern old Fruitvale 1 Yes
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

366 | Resources, 0402908257 | Well K.C.L. D87 Central Kern old Fruitvale 1 Yes
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

367 | Resources, 0402908252 | Well K.C.L. D75 Central Kern old Fruitvale 1 Yes
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

368 | Resources, 0402908251 | Well K.C.L. D67 Central Kern old Fruitvale 1 No
LLC
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

Griffin Bakersfi Tier

369 | Resources, 0402908246 | Well K.C.L.B73 Central Kern old Fruitvale 1 No
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

370 | Resources, 0402908245 | Well K.C.L.B72 Central Kern old Fruitvale 1 No
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

371 | Resources, 0402908244 | Well K.C.L.B63 Central Kern old Fruitvale 1 No
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

372 | Resources, 0402908243 | Well K.C.L. B62 Central Kern old Fruitvale 1 No
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

373 | Resources, 0402908242 | Well K.C.L. B61 Central Kern old Fruitvale 1 No
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

374 | Resources, 0402908241 | Well K.C.L. A84 Central Kern old Fruitvale 1 Yes
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

375 | Resources, 0402908239 | Well K.C.L. A64 Central Kern old Fruitvale 1 No
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

376 | Resources, 0402908238 | Well K.C.L. A53 Central Kern old Fruitvale 1 No
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

377 | Resources, | 0402900741 | well | K.C.L. D77 Central Kern elzes Fruitvale 1e Yes
LLC

77




Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

Griffin Bakersfi Tier

378 | Resources, 0402908256 | Well K.C.L. D86 Central Kern old Fruitvale 5 Yes
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

379 | Resources, 0402908255 | Well K.C.L. D85 Central Kern old Fruitvale 5 Yes
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

380 | Resources, 0402908253 | Well K.C.L. D76 Central Kern old Fruitvale 5 Yes
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

381 | Resources, 0402908250 | Well K.C.L. D66 Central Kern old Fruitvale 5 No
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

382 | Resources, 0402908249 | Well K.C.L. D65 Central Kern old Fruitvale 5 No
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

383 | Resources, 0402908240 | Well K.C.L. A74 Central Kern old Fruitvale 5 No
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

384 | Resources, 0402908237 | Well K.C.L. A51 Central Kern old Fruitvale 5 No
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

385 | Resources, 0402906740 | Well K.C.L. B52 Central Kern old Fruitvale 5 No
LLC
Griffin Bakersfi Tier

386 | Resources, 0402906739 | Well K.C.L.B43 Central Kern old Fruitvale 5 No
LLC
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SN

Operator

API / Subject
ID

Well
or
Facility

Well /Facility
Designation

District

County

City

Field

Well
Tier

Disadvantaged
Community

387

Griffin
Resources,
LLC

0402908236

Well

K.C.L. A4l

Central

Kern

Bakersfi
eld

Fruitvale

Tier

No

388

Griffin
Resources,
LLC

90295716

Facility

Central

Kings

Fruitvale

Yes

389

Griffin
Resources,
LLC

90295717

Facility

Central

Kings

Fruitvale

Yes

390

Hartley
Natural
Resource
Developme
nt

0402977006

Well

T.S.A. 14X

Central

Kern

Edison

Tier

Yes

391

Hartley
Natural
Resource
Developme
nt

90295129

Facility

Unspecified

Central

Kern

Edison

Yes

392

Prine Qil
Company

0402914308

Well

Ross 2

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Tier

Yes

393

Sunray
Petroleum,
Inc.

0402906816

Well

Red Ribbon Lease
17

Central

Kern

Bakersfi
eld

Fruitvale

Tier

Yes

394

Sunray
Petroleum,
Inc.

0402906814

Well

Red Ribbon Lease
15

Central

Kern

Bakersfi
eld

Fruitvale

Tier

Yes
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

Sunray . . )

395 | Petroleum, 0402906811 | Well ?ezd Ribbon Lease Central Kern S&kerSﬂ Fruitvale l'ler Yes
Inc.
Sunray Tier

396 | Petroleum, 0402906781 | Well E & H Dillon 1 Central Kern - Fruitvale 5 Yes
Inc.
Sunray Tier

397 | Petroleum, 0402962133 | Well Tenneco 1 Central Kern - Fruitvale 5 Yes
Inc.
Sunray Tier

398 | Petroleum, 0402908440 | Well Dillon 4 Central Kern - Fruitvale 5 Yes
Inc.
Sunray Tier

399 | Petroleum, 0402908439 | Well Dillon 3 Central Kern - Fruitvale 5 Yes
Inc.
Sunray Tier

400 | Petroleum, 0402908342 | Well Dillon 2 Central Kern - Fruitvale 5 Yes
Inc.
sunray Bakersfi Tier

401 | Petroleum, 0402908789 | Well Bloemer 10 Central Kern old Kern Bluff 1 No
Inc.
sunray Bakersfi Tier

402 | Petroleum, 0402908792 | Well Hood-Bloemer1 A | Central Kern old Kern Bluff 5 No
Inc.
sunray Bakersfi Tier

403 | Petroleum, 0402908794 | Well Hood-Bloemer3 A | Central Kern old Kern Bluff 5 No
Inc.
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

Sunray . )

404 | Petroleum, 0402908790 | Well Bloemer 11 Central Kern S&kerSﬂ Kern Bluff l'ler No
Inc.
Sunray . )

405 | Petroleum, 0402971724 | Well Hood-Bloemer Central Kern Bakersfi Kern Bluff Tier No

108D eld 2

Inc.
sunray Bakersfi Tier

406 | Petroleum, 0402969434 | Well Bloemer 120 Central Kern old Kern Bluff 5 No
Inc.
sunray Bakersfi Tier

407 | Petroleum, 0402969433 | Well Hood-Bloemer 109 | Central Kern old Kern Bluff 5 No
Inc.
sunray Bakersfi Tier

408 | Petroleum, 0402908793 | Well Hood-Bloemer 2 Central Kern old Kern Bluff 3 No
Inc.
sunray Bakersfi Tier

409 | Petroleum, 0402908791 | Well Bloemer 16 Central Kern old Kern Bluff 3 No
Inc.
Sunray Tier

410 | Petroleum, 0402946342 | Well Fuller Acres 3 Central Kern - Mountain View 1 Yes
Inc.
Sunray Tier

411 | Petroleum, 0402900895 | Well Feeport 1 Central Kern - Mountain View 5 Yes
Inc.
Sunray Tier

412 | Petroleum, 0402914306 | Well Greer 1 Central Kern - Mountain View ) Yes
Inc.
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Operator

API / Subject
ID

Well
or
Facility

Well /Facility
Designation

District

County

City

Field

Well
Tier

Disadvantaged
Community

413

Sunray
Petroleum,
Inc.

0402946341

Well

Fuller Acres 2

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Tier

Yes

414

Sunray
Petroleum,
Inc.

0402944714

Well

Fuller Acres 1

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Tier

Yes

415

Sunray
Petroleum,
Inc.

90292616

Facility

Dillon

Central

Kern

Fruitvale

Yes

416

Sunray
Petroleum,
Inc.

90294038

Facility

Dillon

Central

Kern

Fruitvale

Yes

417

Sunray
Petroleum,
Inc.

90294039

Facility

Dillon

Central

Kern

Fruitvale

Yes

418

Sunray
Petroleum,
Inc.

90292619

Facility

Feeport

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Yes

419

Sunray
Petroleum,
Inc.

90293351

Facility

Feeport

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Yes

420

Sunray
Petroleum,
Inc.

90292601

Facility

Fuller Acres

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Yes

421

Sunray
Petroleum,
Inc.

90294927

Facility

Fuller Acres

Central

Kern

Mountain View

Yes
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Well

SN | Operator API/ Subject or WeI.I /Fa(.:'hty District County City Field \I\!ell Dlsadvan.taged
ID - Designation Tier | Community
Facility

sunray Red Ribbon Lease

422 | Petroleum, 90293992 Facility 1 Central Kern - Fruitvale - Yes
Inc.
Sunray

423 | Petroleum, 90295048 Facility | Tenneco Central Kern - Fruitvale - Yes
Inc.
Tri-Valley Tier

424 | Oil & Gas 0403018947 | Well Sunrise-Mayel 2H Central Kern - Any Field 5 Yes
Co.
Tri-Valley Tier

425 | Oil & Gas 0403016802 | Well Sunrise-Mayel 1 Central Kern - Any Field 5 Yes
Co.
Tri-Valley Tier

426 | Oil & Gas 0401924282 | Well Oil Creek 1-23 Central Fresno - Any Field 3 Yes
Co.
Tri-Valley Tier

427 | Oil & Gas 0403022490 | Well Elk Ridge 1-20 Central Kern - Any Field 3 Yes
Co.
Tri-Valley Tier

428 | Oil & Gas 0403026900 | Well Sunridge 1-35 Central Kern - Edison ) Yes
Co.
Tri-Valley Tier

429 | Oil & Gas 0403014846 | Well EKHO 1 Central Kern - Semitropic 3 Yes
Co.
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City of Los Angeles

Department of Recreation and Parks

L) A

——

Right of Entry (ROE) Questionnaire

PLEASE ALLOW A MINIMUM OF TWO (2) WEEKS TO PROCESS YOUR REQUEST.

Name of Person, Company, or Government Agency Requesting

California Department of Conservation, Geologic Energy Management

Name
Address
Phone

Email

Park Name

Park Address

Term Start
Times of Operation

Purpose or Scope of Work

Insured Name

Permittee Contact Information

Robert Rheiner Title

5701 Truxtun Ave. Suite 200 Bakersfield, CA 93308

661-327-3021 Cell

robert.rheiner@driltek.com Other

ROE Location

El Escorpion Canyon Park
6801 Sunset Ridge Ct, West Hills, CA 91307

Project Details

9/15/25 Term End
07:00 - 18:00

Surface Compliance Manager

661-204-9477

12/15/25

Access to allow abandonment of idle oil wells on adjoining private property.

See attachment for details.

Permittee Insurance

Driltek, Inc. Certificate Approval #

KwikComply


https://kwikcomply.org/

Canoga Park Access Planning
Los Angeles Recreation and Parks

California Department of Conservation Contract: 2023-013
Southern District Well Abandonment and Facility Decommissioning

Phase No.: 1

Location: Canoga Park

Prepared for the Department of Conservation by:

Driltek, Inc.
July 31, 2025

‘ DRILTEK

A

Department of Conservation
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. LA City Recreation and Parks — El Escorpion Park Southern District — Phase 1, Canoga Park Site

Background

The Department of Conservation (“Department”), California Geologic Energy Management Division
(“Division”) has identified 6 wells in the Canoga Park oilfield as idle-deserted. per Public Resources Code,
Section 3250 et. seq. Hazardous and idle-deserted oil and gas wells are public nuisances and that it is
essential, in order to protect life, health, and natural resources that such oil and gas wells be plugged
and abandoned, re-abandoned, produced, or otherwise remedied, to mitigate, minimize, or eliminate
their danger to life, health and natural resources. As authorized by Public Resources Code section 3226,
the Division will plug and abandon these wells.

The wells are located in unincorporated Los Angeles County, California on two parcels APN 2031-015-
003 and APN 2031-015-011. A well listing is provided as Table 1. A location map is provided as Figure 1.

API # Lease Well Longitude Latitude
0403701161 Knapp 1 34.194862 -118.664352
0403701162 Knapp 1A 34.194927 -118.664444
0403700494 Knapp 3 34.194923 -118.664458
0403701160 Knapp 4-1 34.194683 -118.664253
0403701166 Knapp 6 34.194714 -118.665207
0403701167 Lucky Star 1 34.194570 -118.664000

Table 1- Canoga Park Well List

The wells are located immediately south of the El Escorpion Park which is administered by the City of
Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks (“City”). No abandonment operations are
contemplated within the park. However, access along and some improvements to the El Escorpion Trail
will be required to abandon the wells. Additionally, permission to close or restrict public access to the El
Escorpion Trail during active operations is sought.
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. LA City Recreation and Parks — El Escorpion Park
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Figure 1 - Canoga Park Overview



. LA City Recreation and Parks — El Escorpion Park Southern District — Phase 1, Canoga Park Site

Contemplated Operations Within El Escorpion Park

The contemplated operations are solely to ensure safe access of equipment and personnel to perform
well abandonment operations and perform lease restoration activities consistent with California Code of
Regulations Title 14 Section 1776. No permanent structures, improvements, nor long term access are
contemplated. No ground disturbing activities will be performed in any previously undisturbed areas
within the park.

To ensure the protection of biological and cultural resources surveys have been performed for the
entirety of the proposed work area. In conformance with the recommendations contained in these
surveys, a biological pre-activity survey will be conducted prior to start of work and any ground
disturbing activities will be performed in conjunction with cultural monitoring.

Active operations will be conducted between the hours of 07:00 and 19:00 Monday through Friday.
However, twenty-four-hour access seven days a week is requested to allow for site safety and security
and, unanticipated, emergency operations.

All vehicular traffic will be limited to a 15 mile per hour speed limit. However, to minimize public
exposure to active operations, it is requested that the contractor be allowed to close, or restrict public
access to, the El Escorpion Trail from a point 1600’ west of the park entrance at Vanowen to the trail’s
intersection with the Hunter Allen Trail. Reference Figure 1 above.

Reestablish access to the Knapp Lease along the former lease access road

The well locations were formerly accessed by a dirt lease road. This road is currently in use as the El
Escorpion and Hunter Allen Trails. The majority of the route is still accessible. However, due to lack of
maintenance as a road a portion of this route is currently impassible to vehicular traffic. A 500’ section
of the road will be regraded to allow for equipment access. Reference Figure 1 (above) and Figures 2, 3
and 4 (below).

Grading operations will be performed with a bulldozer and backhoe supported with either a water truck
or trailer mounted water tank for dust control and fire prevention. Operations will be conducted to
minimize graded disturbance, and a maximum graded width is expected to be 10’. No unstable slopes
or cuts will be left nor will existing drainage patterns be modified. Grading operations within the park
are expected to take up to three calendar days.
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Figure 3 Canoga Access Required Grading El Escorpion

Figure 2-Canoga Access - Typical Routing Hunter Allen

Utilize the El Escorpion Trail for Personnel and Material Movement

The re-established lease access will be utilized to transport personnel and materials to support. For the
most part, travel along the route will be sporadic. No permitted or other non-street legal loads will be
moved along the route.

A majority of the required equipment will be mobilized and demobilized in concerted efforts and will
not leave the work area until the abandonment operations are completed. Initially, mobilized
equipment will include a mobile well abandonment rig and trailer mounted or carried pumps, tankage,
and materials bins.

Daily traffic will include crew mobilization and demobilization, trucks supporting well cementing
operations, pipe hauling, specialty tool and service delivery, and other operationally required traffic. It
is anticipated that 16 or fewer daily traverses of the route will be required.
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Figure 4 Routing through El Escorpion Park and Lucky Star Access
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INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Permanent Sealing of Orphan Wells in Canoga Park Project (proposed
Project, Project) consists of the State of California’s plugging and abandoning
(P&A) of six (6) orphan wells in the inactive CalGEM-designated Canoga Park ol
field (private land, no longer an active oail field), within unincorporated Los
Angeles County. A portion of the Project site (where access road improvements
would occur) is located within the City of Los Angeles.

P&A refers to the permanent closure and sealing of a well by placing
cement and other approved materials in the former well. The Project will result in
the permanent sealing of the six (6) orphan wells in the Canoga Park oil field and
removal of associated facilities.

All six wells have had past instances of gas leaks, as indicated in the gas
detection results from the September 8, 2015, inspection (shown in Table 1.0-1).
These wells have been regularly monitored since then, with recent inspections in
2022 and 2023 suggesting consistent hydrocarbon liquid leak on two wells (Knapp
1 and Knapp 3). However, some similarities in 2015 gas leak measurements and
the close proximity of these six wells suggest possible connection between them
underground as they penetrate the same reservoir area and modifications to one
well could cause changes in adjacent wells. Therefore, to prevent further gas
leaks from other wells, it is essential for the P&A of all wells at once. Considering
their locations and past gas leak incidents, these wells pose a significant public
risk and require immediate P&A.

Table 1.0-1. Gas Leak Tests

# API Well Name Measurement Result

1 0403701160 Knapp 4-1 Leak detected, near 500 ppm
2 0403701161 Knapp 1 Leak detected, > 2000 ppm

3 0403701162 Knapp 1-A Leak detected, > 2000 ppm

4 0403701166 Knapp 6 Leak detected, near 69 ppm
5 0403700494 Knapp 3 Leak detected, < 50 ppm

6 0403701167 Lucky Star 1 Leak detected, > 2000 ppm

Notes: Gas test leaks prepared on 09/08/2015. The maximum reading on gas detector is 2000 ppm
and set to read for CHa.

APl refers to the well identification number established by CalGEM.

ppm = parts per million.

- 11 -
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Figure 1-1 depicts the well locations from a regional context and Figures 1-
2 and 1-3 depict the well locations in local context.

1.1 PROJECT NAME
Permanent Sealing of Orphan Wells in Canoga Park
1.2 LEAD AGENCY NAME AND ADDRESS

California Department of Conservation

California Geologic Energy Management Division
715 P Street, MS 1803

Sacramento, California 95814

1.3 CONTACT PERSON, PHONE NUMBER, AND EMAIL ADDRESS

Robert Schaaf, Phone: (714) 699-0640,
Robert.Schaaf@conservation.ca.gov

1.4 PROJECT PROPONENT NAME AND ADDRESS

California Department of Conservation

California Geologic Energy Management Division
715 P Street, MS 1803

Sacramento, California 95814

1.5 PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE

The proposed work involves the P&A of six wells, removal of tanks, above-
ground pipelines, debris, and other Project-related facilities and equipment. For
well permanent sealing, each well would be cleaned out and then plugged with
cement and inert mud to surface. Then the well casing would be cut down to
approximately five to ten feet below ground level, and the site would be
backfilled with soil up to ground level.

All P&A and construction activities would utilize existing roads and
previously disturbed areas to the maximum extent feasible. Based on the
conditions at the well locations, the P&A work would require road construction,
slope grading, and some vegetation clearance to facilitate access to the well
sites and set up equipment. Additionally, the vegetation around the wells needs
to be cleared to prevent fire hazards during the P&A work.

WellsKnapp 1, 1-A, 3, and Knapp é are situated in arelatively flat plain area,
as shown in Appendix A. Being located in a relatively flat area means that no
substantial grading would be necessary. Establishing road access to these three
nearby wells (Knapp 1, 1-A, and 3) would require a 20-foot-wide path, extending
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125 feet from the existing El Escorpion Trail to the north. A 0.25-acre staging area
for equipment for these three wells would be required. Road access to well Knapp
6 would also be approximately 20 feet wide and 150 feet long from the trail, with
a staging area for equipment occupying about a quarter acre.

Wells Knapp 4-1 and Lucky Star 1 are situated on a hillside, as shown in
Appendix A. Grading would be necessary to access these well sites, with Knapp
4-1 surface location approximately five to 10 feet above the foot of the hill and
Lucky Star 1T approximately 20 feet above. Road access would need to be
approximately 20 feet wide and 400 feet long from the existing trail. The adjacent
hillside area to the west has undergone grading or disturbance to accommodate
the installation of erosion control barriers. Up to 0.5-acre of surface area may be
affected by the disturbance. Additionally, the area disturbed by the P&A process
of the other three nearby wells may also be available for re-use to stage some
equipment.

Access to the site would be along the Victory Trail, which follows the Hunter
Allen Trail (former dirt road) north from the Victory entrance to the intersection
with El Escorpion Trail 0.75 mi (3,950 feet) then east on El Escorpion Trail 750 feet to
the site. This access would require leveling and regrading 500 feet of El Escorpion
Trail and additional minor leveling for access to the well sites from El Escorpion
Trail, as shown in Figure 1-3. Grading associated with access roads to the
individual wells and the widening of El Escorpion Trail is assumed to reach 6-12
inches below the surface.

A detailed Project description describing the P&A and decommissioning
process is provided in Section 2.0 below.

1.6 PROJECT LOCATION

The well sites are located in the Canoga Park oil field, within unincorporated
Los Angeles County. A portion of the Project site used for access to the wells is
located within the City of Los Angeles in El Escorpion Park. Photos of the wells and
equipment utilized for P&A are included in Appendix A.
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Figure 1-1. Regional Location
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Figure 1-2. Project Location - Full Map Extent
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Figure 1-3. Project Location — Well Sites Map Extent
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed Project (P&A of six wells in the Canoga Park oil field) is
generally comprised of three components: permanent sealing, decommissioning
of facilities and decommissioning of pipelines. Each are discussed below along
with best management practices and applicable agency requirements.

2.1  WELL PERMANENT SEALING

A workover rig and cement truck are required to P&A a well and temporary
equipment such as pumps and return bins may be needed. There would not be
any permanent facilities constructed, and no expansion of associated facilities
would be required. Various mobile temporary equipment would be used, as well
as vehicles to transport personnel and materials to and from the site on
established access roads. Table 2.1-1 provides a list of the standard equipment
and operating time required to P&A a single well, when complex well permanent
sealing is not anticipated.

Table 2.1-1. Typical Equipment Required
for Plugging and Abandoning a Single Well'

No. No. Days No. of Hour Total Hours Operated
of Brake Use per Operated to Complete Well
Equipment Units Horsepower Well per Day Permanent Sealing
coarpngry |4 : 12 ¢0
Rig Generator 1 415 5 12 60
Cement Truck 1 400 4 3 12
Cement Pump Trailer 1 500 4 3 12
Truck Mobilization 1 450 2 5 10
Bulk Truck (water) 2 400 2 3 12
Vacuum Truck 1 400 2 5 10
Truck (wire-line) 1 300 2 3 6
Crane 1 425 3 2 6
Backhoe 1 100 1 6 6
Utility Tractor 1 100 1 6 6
Compactor - optional 1 75 1 6 6

I Includes equipment anficipated for extended usage when accessing and P&A wells requiring
intensive clearing and grading.
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The wells are on previously constructed well pads composed of
compressed soil. Some of the wells are within cemented cellars and there is often
a concrete pad for the pumping unit (see Appendix A for pictures). The
permanent sealing rig and all associated equipment would be staged on the well
pad or on the lease roads. 0.25- to 0.5-acre area is needed to contain all P&A
equipment within a pad; based on the overlapping buffer distances,
approximately one acre of disturbance is required. Each well would take
approximately one week to P&A.

The rig is conveyed to the site on a heavy fruck and is stationed at the
wellsite to perform well permanent sealing. While the rig is on location unfil the
abandoning work is complete, there would be periodic light vehicle traffic on the
lease roads to and from the site to transport workers and equipment. The well
casing would be cut off five to 10 feet from surface after it is plugged. Then, the
site would be backfilled. Some road repairs may be necessary to safely move the
rig to a location.

All P&A and decommissioning activities would occur only between the
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. No nighttime activities would be conducted, and
all activities and deliveries would occur within this time frame, unless in rare
circumstances, the activity is for operational safety purposes to prevent well
failure during permanent sealing or in an emergency situation. No road closures
are proposed as a part of the proposed Project; however, some public trails may
be closed to prevent recreational user access.

2.2 DECOMMISSIONING FACILITIES

After P&A, the next step is decommissioning of associated facilities. This
decommissioning process might require temporary equipment like return bins and
roll-off bins. The work involves removing deserted tanks, vessels and containers,
and backfiling sumps. These activities would be facilitated using mobile
temporary equipment (see Table 2.3-1) to address oil and gas facility-associated
components. Most of this work would be conducted using a backhoe and
includes removal of concrete pads that the tanks or vessels sat on. The facilities
are mostly set on a pad of compressed soil or gravel that have been maintained
in fair condition until they were orphaned. All equipment would be staged on the
facility pad.
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2.3 DECOMMISSIONING PIPELINES

Sites with pipelines would also have the above-ground pipelines removed
in addition to the decommissioned facilities discussed above.! Below-ground
pipelines would be cleaned and capped in place. Temporary equipment, such
as a backhoe, return bins, and roll-off bins, may be needed. Work would consist
of first flushing the pipelines attendant to the oil and gas wells/facilities with water
and then pulling the above-ground pipelines, cutting them into pieces, and then
removing them from the site. Pipelines would be depressurized and drained prior
to removal. Below-ground pipelines would be capped and then left in place after
they are flushed of oil. The flushed and purged oil and fluid that have exited the
pipeline would be properly collected and disposed of in baker tanks, vacuum
trucks, or equivalent and removed from the site, in compliance with local, state,
and federal requirements.

Table 2.3-1. Site Restoration and Decommissioning
Equipment Required for Each Well Site

Total Hours
No. Days No. of Hour Used for
No. of Use per Used per Site
Equipment Units Well Day Restoration
Scraper 1 1 5 5
Backhoe 1 1 5 5
Truck (soil, concrete, tank, pipeline removal) 2 2 5 20
Crane 1 1 5 5

California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 14, Section 1776 requires
auxiliary holes, such as rat holes, to be filled with earth and compacted properly;
all construction materials, cellars, production pads, and piers to be removed and
the resulting excavations filled with earth and compacted properly to prevent
settling; well locations within pads would be graded and cleared of equipment,
trash, or other waste materials.

All waste, including sanitary items, rubbish, debris, and other discarded
materials, would be carefully managed and regularly removed in accordance
with federal, state, and local regulations for proper handling, storage, and
disposal to prevent spills or contamination. Fuels and lubricants would only be

1 Subsurface pipelines would be cleaned to remove any hydrocarbons. The subsurface piping would be
filled with an inert substance (water or nitrogen), and a cap would then be welded on its end(s). The
pipelines would have very little to no gas inside of them since they would be depressurized.
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stored in designated areas. Refueling would take place within bermed and
designated areas. Oil spill response kit and spill response equipment would be
located on-site and on-vehicle. Enough supply of sorbent and barrier materials
would be available to contain any runoff from contaminated areas. Hot work
would be performed on designated areas under a hot work program that would
ensure proper training, monitoring, and water is available to reduce the potential
for fires and other hot-work related issues.

Additionally, any excess concrete at well locations would be broken down
and taken to a recycling facility. The amount of concrete and other facilities to
be removed are estimated to vary by site but would be generally less than five
fruckloads.

Hazardous materials would be removed and disposed of in accordance
with both state and federal guidelines. There would be sampling and running fluid
analysis on unknown fluids remaining in tanks, sumps, and other containers, as
directed, to categorize their contents as hazardous or nonhazardous as defined
in Section 25117, Division 20, Chapter 6.5, of the California Health and Safety
Code and state regulations found in the CCR, Title 22, Division 4.5. A state-licensed
transporter would be responsible for safely moving and disposing of waste in
designated areas, ensuring compliance with all waste disposal regulations at the
federal, state, and local levels.

2.4 BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

CalGEM is committed to preventing or minimizing any potential impact(s)
on the environment arising from the proposed Project. This commitment includes
implementing protective measures and mitigation measures (MMs), such as
conducting biological surveys for presence of endangered species, applying
protective measures, and developing contingency plans to safeguard the
safety and well-being of the public and the environment throughout the
Project's lifespan.

a. Pre-disturbance Biological Survey. These wells are located in oil fields that
fall within state or federal endangered species (ES) areas, identified through the
California Natural Diversity Database search by oil field, conducted in April 2024.
A five-mile radius was used for areas with small field boundaries.

To address potential biological disturbances, a comprehensive biological
survey would be conducted on-site to ascertain the presence of any ES. The
survey would assess the expected work area, including the structural debris field,
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areas proximate to the Project site, access routes, expected parking areas, and
expected water crossings. The biological survey would determine:

l. If any specific biological concerns exist on the site;

Il. If any Best Management Practices (BMPs) are applicable to the site, or
whether any BMPs are needed;

Ill. Whether biological monitoring is needed during P&A and site restoration
activities.

b. Protective Measures. Following biological survey of the area, CalGEM
and its contractor will collaborate with California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW) frustees to prepare avoidance measures if an ES is observed in the area.
These measures aim to reduce adverse effects on existing endangered species.
CalGEM will require strict adherence to these practices during the Project:

1. P&A operations will use existing pads, lease roads, or areas already
disturbed. The work would focus on the previously built well and facility
pads. Staging areas would be set up on these pads, roads, or other pre-
disturbed locations. After the well and facility are removed, the
footprints on existing disturbed areas (pads, roads, etc.) will be leveled.

2. No more than three months prior to moving a rig, excavator, bins, and
other heavy equipment to a well or facility location, a Qualified Biologist
will conduct a biological survey for ES to examine the portions of the
Project area to be disturbed. The survey will provide 100 percent
coverage of the well pad or facility pad that is being used. The biologist
will flag all potential ES areas. Where feasible, an avoidance buffer of 50
feet or greater around this flagged area would be maintained.

3. Before starting any work in the Project areas, all individuals involved or
working there will undergo an awareness education program. This
program willinclude a presentation by a biologist who is knowledgeable
about the life cycles and habitats of potential ES within the Project area.

4. Work is scheduled for daylight hours, from sunrise to sunset, and no work
is anticipated to occur outside of the 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. tfimeframe.
In an emergency situation or for operational safety purposes to prevent
well failure during permanent sealing, nighttime work may occur but is
not anficipated. If nighttime work is required due to an emergency, and
the site is close to public areas, precautions will be taken to reduce noise
and light disturbances. This may include enclosing the work area with
barricades or fencing. If an emergency occurs and nighttime activities
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are needed, the site will be well illuminated, and all vehicles will operate
at speeds of five miles per hour or less during emergency nighttime
hours. All temporary construction lighting fixtures required during
nighttime hours will be shielded and focused downward. Any local
municipal codes will be followed.

5. The Project does not require the use of herbicide for any reason.

If an ES is unexpectedly encountered during Project activities, all potentially
harmful work to the ES will stop immediately until the species leaves the area on
its own. United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and CDFW will be promptly
notified. A Qualified Biologist will be sent to collaborate with the relevant agencies
on mitigation efforts.

While unexpected, other potential risks to the public arising from this work
include the generation of air pollution during intrusive procedures, as well as noise
and other physical hazards, unanticipated roadblocks or closures, waste
materials, and the potential for damage to public utilities. The protocols
implemented to address any prospective hazards to the community are detailed

below:

1.

Air Contaminants: Visual monitoring of air quality will be conducted
throughout the duration of activities. In the event that dust levels exceed
the stipulated requirements of the Air Pollution Control District/Air Quality
Management District and are observed emanating from the work areq,
operations will be promptly halted, and measures to suppress dust will
be expeditiously enacted including the use of water trucks.

Barricades: Whenever work activities are being executed in close
proximity to the public, the designated work zone will be enclosed by
barricades or fencing. These measures will serve to demarcate the field
teams from the public.

3. Stockpiles: All soil stockpiles will be managed in rigorous adherence to

the approved, Project-specific waste management plan. They will be
meticulously positioned atop plastic sheeting and securely anchored by
additional layers of plastic sheeting on top of the soils during periods of
inactivity. Only the actively utilized face of the soil stockpile will be
exposed during periods of active work. The waste will be systematically
partitioned and secured to prevent public access. Any soils potentially
contaminated will be tested and disposed of as per established

hazardous material disposal requirements.
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4. Traffic: Large fruck fravel and construction traffic will be limited to off-

peak commute hours. A permit for any heavy construction equipment
and or materials that require the use of oversized transport vehicles on
State _highways will _be obtained from Calirans as required. If
construction traffic is expected to cause issues on any State facilities, a
construction traffic _control plan detailing potential impacts will be
submitted to Caltrans for review.

. Drainage Protection: CalGEM will follow drainage protection measures

for all drainages that could be affected by project activities. All bed,
banks, or channels of any drainage shall be avoided and not modified.
In_addition, drainages shall be protected from fugitive dust and deloris
with best management practices including debris and sediment control,
and erosion and polluted runoff would be minimized. The project shall
not divert or obstruct the natural flow of any river, stream or lake; change
the bed, channel, or bank of any river, stream, or lake; use material from
any river, stream, or lake; or deposit or dispose of material into any river,
stream, or lake.

. Fuaqitive Dust Control Postings: CalGEM shall post AQMD and VCAPCD's

complaint hotline number in _a sign viewable to the public on the
southern entrance of the Victory access route and any staging areas.
The 24-hour VCAPCD Complaint Hotline is 805-303-3700 and the
SCAQMD complaint phone number is 800-288-7664.

c. Contingency Plans. A site-specific Health and Safety Plan will be

developed following the guidelines set forth in the CCR, Title 8, Section 5192 and
Division guidance. This plan will encompass a comprehensive set of measures,
including contingency plans, to ensure the safety and well-being of the public
and the environment during field operations. This will involve delivering an
emergency response plan, outlining procedures for nofification, immediate
action, and reporting in the event of an emergency during State permanent
sealing work. The following will be required to ensure public well-being and
environmental safety during the Project:

1.

Before commencing any site work, a thorough job hazard analysis will be
conducted to identify potential risks and hazards throughout the Project's
duration. These may include scenarios like blowouts, fires, serious accidents,
as well as gas and water leaks. As part of this analysis, a certified Health
and Safety Officer will be identified. This officer will be responsible for
conducting in-person audits of the sites every two weeks. They will then
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submit a written report to CalGEM, outlining the identified risks and their
corresponding mitigation measures throughout the Project's duration.

2. Preparing a Project-specific Emergency Response Plan that covers the
following:

a. ldentify all relevant government agencies (federal, state, and
local) having jurisdiction over the Project in case of an
emergency, including potential emergency situations;

b. Outline nofification and response processes and identify roles and
responsibilities;

c. Describe the training provided to ensure the Emergency
Response Plan is effectively implemented, including any required
cerfifications;

d. Outline procedures for the mitigation of a release or threatened
release to minimize any potential harm or damage to people,
property, or the environment;

e. Identify evacuation plans and procedures, including immediate
notice, for all Project sites;

f. Include spill contfingency planning developed in accordance
with the CCR, Title 14 Section 1722.9.

3. Conducting emergency response frainings and drills prior to initiation of
work and at the beginning of each subsequent month until the Project work
is complete.

4. Conducting safety meeting with all crew members. Topics include safe
driving protocols, emergency driving procedures in case of an accident,
and evacuation procedures in case of a natural disaster.

5. Updating the Emergency Response Plan and/or Spill Contingency Plan if
any issues are identified during the emergency response drill and must have
CalGEM approve the updated plan prior to implementation.

6. Inthe event of an emergency or incident, the California Governor’s Office
of Emergency Services, Division, and other agencies will be notified,
consistent with state requirements and the release reporting matrix:
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/FireRescueSite/Documents/Release%20Report
ing%20Matrix.pdf.
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7.

In the event the permanent sealing is on Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) land, the appropriate BLM representative will be notified of the
emergency as well.

Any discharge or threatened discharge of oil info waters of the state will be
immediately reported and proceed with spill response activities consistent
with the State Oil Spill Contingency Plan, incorporated references and
aftachments, and other applicable federal, state or local spill response
plans. The State Oil Spill Confingency Plan can be found here:
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashxgDocumentlD=172767 &inline

Incident and spill response activities will be managed utilizing the Incident
Command Structure in accordance with the Incident Management
Handbook
[https://www.atlanticarea.uscg.mil/Portals/7/Ninth%20District/Documents/
USCG_IMH_2014 COMDTPUB_P3120.17B.pdfever=2017-06-14-122531-930 ]

10.In the event of an emergency or incident that arises due to the work,

CalGEM, with the assistance of the P&A contfractor (Contractor), will
manage the incident as the responsible acting party consistent with state
requirements and the Project-specific Emergency Response Plan. The P&A
Contractor will cooperate with federal, state, and local government
officials fo develop a unified command structure for emergency response,
if that becomes necessary.

d. Fire Response Planning. The Applicant shall ensure that fire response

capabilities are in place during the entire Project, including the following:

25

1. Cutting and welding shall comply with California Fire Code 3304.6 and
National Fire Protection Association 51B;

2. Fire Watch shall conform to California Fire Code 3304.5;

3. Fire extinguishers are required in accordance with California Fire Code
3315 and 90¢;

4. All construction equipment used for any vegetation clearing shall be
equipped with spark arrestors, and monitoring and training to prevent
vehicle traffic off roadways to ensure activities do not impact dry brush
and lead to fire.

APPLICABLE AGENCY REQUIREMENTS

This Project includes well P&A and decommissioning activities in the County

of Los Angeles and trail widening/leveling activities in the City of Los Angeles. The
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primary issue related to local codes is noise limits on construction. Each are
discussed below.

Los Angeles County

Los Angeles County Municipal Code (Section 12.08.440) indicates that
“Operating or causing the operation of any tools or equipment used in
construction, drilling, repair, alteration or demolition work between weekday
hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., or at any time on Sundays or holidays, such that
the sound therefrom creates a noise disturbance across a residential or
commercial real-property line.”

Los Angeles City

Regarding construction, Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 41.40 (Noise
Due to Construction, Excavation Work — When Prohibited) indicates that no
construction or repair work shall be performed between the hours of .00 p.m.
and 7:00 a.m. No construction or repair work of any kind or perform such work
within 500 feet of land so occupied before 8:00 a.m. or after 6:00 p.m. on any
Saturday or on a federal holiday, or at any time on Sunday. Under certain
conditions, the City may grant a waiver to allow limited construction activities to
occur outside of the limits.

2.5.1 Project Approvals and Permits Under CEQA

Upon Project approval, CalGEM would adopt this Initial Study/Mitigated
Negative Declaration (IS/MND) as the lead agency pursuant to CEQA.

Additionally, the following permits, reviews, consultations, and approvals
would be required to be completed or approved prior fo the commencement of
the Project (refer to Table 2.5-1).

Table 2.5-1. Project Approvals and Permits

Agency Permit/Approval
Federal
United States Bureau of Land Management Sundry Nofice for wells located within Federal
Sundry Notices leases
State
SWRCB Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention
SWRCB in Coordination with CalGEM Plan
CalGEM Well permitting
CDFW Biological species oversight/permits
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Agency Permit/Approval

Santa  Monica Mountains  Conservancy Site disturbance permits
(SMMC)

Local

Air Quality Management District Authority to Construct Permits
Current Permit to Operate

LA County Public Works Grading permits

LA County Fire Well permitting and hotwork

LA County Office of Oil and Gas Well permitting

Ventura County Planning and Zoning Grading review

City of LA Parks and Rec Encroachment review

City of LA Public Works Grading permit

City of LA Fire Well permit

Council District 12 Permit review

Mountains Recreation and Conservation Permit review
Authority (w/SMMC)

West Hills Neighborhood Council Permit review

CalGEM = Cdlifornia Geologic Energy Management Division; SWRCB = State Water Resources
Control Board; CDFW = California Department of Fish and Wildlife.
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3.0

3.1

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

This Project would potentially affect the environmental factors checked

below, involving at least one impact that is “Potentially Significant” or “Potentially
Significant Unless Mitigation Incorporated” as indicated by the checklist on the
following pages.

Table 3.1-1. Environmental Issues and Potentially Significant Impacts

[ ] Aesthetics [ ] Agriculture and Forest [ ] Air Quality
Resources

X Biological Resources X Cultural Resources [ ] Energy

[ ] Geology and Soils [ ] Greenhouse Gas Emissions |[ ] Hazards and
Hazardous
Materials

[] géj%?gy and Water [ ] Land Use and Planning [ Mineral Resources

[ ] Noise [ ] Population and Housing [ ] Public Services

. . X Tribal Cultural

[ ] Recreation [ ] Transportation ResoUrCes
. . X Mandatory

[ ] Utilities and Service [ wildfire Findings of

Systems
Significance

3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

[ ]  Onthe basis of this initial evaluation: | find that the proposed Project COULD
NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be prepared.

X | find that although the proposed Project could have a significant effect on
the environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because
revisions in the Project have been made by or agreed to by the Project
proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

[] I find that the proposed Project MAY have a significant effect on the

environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. | find
that the proposed Project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or
“potentially significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at
least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document
pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by
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mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on
attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it
must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

[ ] Ifind that although the proposed Project could have a significant effect on
the environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been
analyzed adequately in an earlier ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have
been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed Project, nothing
further is required.

DocuSigned by:

(et L 10/9/2025
Signature Date
Robert Schaaf Department of Conservation, CalGEM
Printed Name Agency
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4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS AND INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

The evaluation of environmental impacts provided in this IS/MND is based
in part on the impact questions contained in Appendix G of the State CEQA
Guidelines; these questions, which are included in an impact assessment matrix
for each environmental category (Aesthetics, Agriculture/Forestry Resources, Air
Quality, Biological Resources, etc.), are “intended to encourage thoughtful
assessment of impacts.” Each question is followed by a check-marked box with
column headings that are defined below.

Potentially Significant Impact. This column is checked if there is substantial
evidence that a Project-related environmental effect may be significant. If there
are one or more “Potentially Significant Impacts,” a Project Environmental Impact
Report would be prepared.

Less than Significant with Mitigation. This column is checked when the
Project may result in a significant environmental impact, but the incorporation of
identified Project revisions or MMs would reduce the identified effect(s) to a less
than significant level.

Less than Significant Impact. This column is checked when the Project
would not result in any significant effects. The Project’s impact is less than
significant even without the incorporation of Project-specific MMs.

No Impact. This column is checked when the category does not apply.

Detailed descriptions and analyses of impacts from Project activities and
the basis for significance determinations are provided for each environmental
factor on the following pages.
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4.1  AESTHETICS

Less Than

Potentially Sianificant Less Than No
AESTHETICS — Would the Project: Significant 9 . Significant
with Impact
Impact e e Impact
Mitigation

a) Have a substantial adverse effect
on a scenic vistae

b) Substantially damage scenic
resources, including, but not
limited to, frees, rock
outcroppings, and historic
buildings within a state scenic
highway?

c) In non-urbanized areas,
substantially degrade the existing
visual character or quality of
public views of the site and its
surroundings? (Public views are
those that are experienced from
publicly accessible vantage
point). If the projectis in an
urbanized area, would the
project conflict with applicable
zoning and other regulations
governing scenic qualitye

d) Create a new source of
substantial light or glare which
would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area?

4.1.1 Environmental Setting

The well sites are clustered within vegetated foothills along El Escorpion Trail.
The Project site is surrounded by trails and scattered vegetation to the north,
south, and west and residential development to the east. Views of foothills fo the
north are accessible at the Project site. The nearest designated state scenic
highway to the well sites is State Route 27, located approximately 92.5-miles
southeast of the well sites (California Department of Transportation [Caltrans]
2024).
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4.1.2 Regulatory Setting

There are no federal or state regulations, laws, or policies pertaining to
aestheftics relevant to the proposed Project. Local regulations, laws, and policies
pertaining to aesthetics relevant to the Project are included below.

4.1.2.1 Locdl

Los Angeles General Plan 2035. The General Plan 2035 contains multiple
policies designed to protect visual and scenic resources. The County of Los
Angeles General Plan 2035 recognizes hillsides and ridgelines as scenic resources
in Los Angeles (County of Los Angeles 2022). Policies relevant to the proposed
Project include the following:

e Policy C/NR 13.2: Protect ridgelines from incompatible development
that diminishes their scenic value.

e Policy C/NR 13.3: Reduce light frespass, light pollution and other
threats to scenic resources.

e Policy C/NR 13.5: Encourage required grading to be compatible with
the existing terrain.

Los Angeles County Code Section 22.140.400. This section requires orphan wells to
undergo P&A, and all equipment and pipelines not necessary for the operation
and maintenance of other existing wells are to be removed.

City of Los Angeles General Plan. The City's General Plan defines scenic views or
vistas are the panoramic public view access to natural features, including views
of the ocean, striking or unusual natural terrain, or unique urban or historic
features. Public access to these views is from park lands, private and publicly
owned sites and public rights-of-way (City of Los Angeles 2001).

4.1.3 Impact Analysis

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

Less Than Significant. The well sites are adjacent to hillsides and ridgelines
which provide scenic views to the public. The proposed Project would not
develop any new structures and would not result in any additions to the existing
wells or well sites. Due to the existing topography of the Project area, the well sites
are obscured from viewers along residential roads east of the Project site.
Temporary closure of El Escorpion Trail would temporarily impede trail access near
the site. However, connector trails approximately 150 feet north would remain
accessible. Viewers from hiking trails to the north would be able to view the well
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sites and construction equipment, including use of a 20-meter-tall workover rig,
temporary proposed Project activities would not result in substantial obstructions
of views of hillsides, ridgelines, or general open space within the canyon from
these trails. EQuipment would be staged along the hillside, reducing the potential
to obstruct the views of hills, ridgelines, and open space, visible when traveling
east and west along the hiking trail to the north of El Escorpion Trail, while the well
sites are located down the hillside to the south. Following P&A and
decommissioning activities, no long-term obstructions would occur beyond
existing conditions. Therefore, the proposed Project would have a less than
significant impact on scenic vistas.

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees,
rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

No Impact. Due to the distances between the well sites and State Route 27,
varying topography, and intervening structures, the well sites are not visible from
State Route 27. The proposed Project would not require the removal of existing
trees, rock outcroppings, or historic buildings visible from a state scenic highway.
Therefore, the proposed Project would not substantially damage scenic resources
within a state scenic highway. No impact would occur.

c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or
quality of public views of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those
that are experienced from publicly accessible vantage point). If the project is
in an urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning and
other regulations governing scenic quality?

Less Than Significant. The well sites are within areas classified as urbanized.?
Therefore, this analysis examines the potential for the proposed Project to conflict
with applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality. The well
sites are located in the unincorporated community of West Hills on parcels zoned
Residential Planned Development (RPD) and Single Family Residential (R-1). While
oil infrastructure and exiraction are not permitted uses in these zones, the
proposed Project involves the P&A and decommissioning of six orphan wells.
Construction equipment, including a 20-meter-tall workover rig, may be visible

2 Callifornia Public Resources Code Section 21071 defines an unincorporated area as an “Urbanized area”
only when the area is completely surrounded by one or more incorporated cities, or located within an
urban growth boundary and has an existing residential population of at least 5,000 persons per square mile.
The well sites are within the sphere of influence of the City of Los Angeles (Los Angeles Local Agency
Formation Commission 2015). According to the California Department of Finance, the population of Los
Angeles is 3,776,109 (2024). According fo the United States Census Bureau, Los Angeles is 469.49 square
miles (2024). Accordingly, the population per square mile for Los Angeles is approximately 8.043. Therefore,
the well sites qualify as an urbanized area pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21071.
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during P&A activities. Pursuant to Los Angeles County Code Section 22.140.400,
orphan wells are required to undergo P&A, and all equipment and pipelines not
necessary for the operation and maintenance of other existing wells are required
to be removed. The proposed Project would fulfill the requirements of Los Angeles
County Code Section 22.140.400, and by doing so would remove views of well
facilities in the Residential Planned Development and Single Family Residence
zones. Therefore, implementation of the Project would improve scenic quality and
allow for future development in the RPD and R-1 zones, and the proposed Project
would not conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic
quality. This impact would be less than significant.

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect
day or nighttime views in the area?

Less Than Significant. The proposed Project does not involve components
which have the potential to cause glare. As described in Section 2.4, Best
Management Practices, P&A and decommissioning activities are scheduled
during daylight hours, and therefore no nighttime lighting is anticipated to be
used. In the unlikely event nighttime work is required for emergency situations or
operational safety purposes, all temporary lighting would be shielded and
focused downward on work areas. Because nighttime lighting is not anticipated
to be used, and in the event nighttime lighting is required, BMPs to reduce glare
would be implemented, the proposed Project would have a less than significant
impact related to creating substantial light or glare.

4.1.4 Mitigation Measures

The proposed Project would not result in significant impacts on aesthetics;
therefore, no mitigation is required.
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4.2 AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES

Less Than

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY ';‘”:'f‘lt':l':"; Significant SLie;SifI:g:t No
RESOURCES — Would the Project: J with g Impact
Impact e Impact
Mitigation

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique
Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance (Farmland),
as shown on the maps prepared
pursuant to the Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring Project
of the California Natural Resources
Agency, to non-agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for
agricultural use, or a Williamson
Act contracte

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or
cause rezoning of, forest land (as
defined in Pub. Resources Code, §
12220, subd. (g)), timberland (as
defined by Pub. Resources Code, §
4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined
by Gov. Code, § 51104, subd. (g))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or
conversion of forest land to non-
forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the
existing environment which, due to
their location or nature, could
result in conversion of Farmland, to
non-agricultural use or conversion
of forest land to non-forest use?

4.2.1 Environmental Setting

The well sites are within unincorporated Los Angeles County while the
portion of the access trail that would be widened/leveled is within the City of Los
Angeles in El Escorpion Park. None of the wells are located in a reporting
Williamson Act contfract area nor are they located in areas designated as Prime
Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, or Unique Farmland (California
Department of Conservation [DOC] 2024a, 2024b). The wells are not located on
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public land with forests or areas designated as timberland or tfimberland zoned
Timberland Production.

4.2.2 Regulatory Setting

There are no federal or state regulations, laws, or policies pertaining to
agriculture and forestry that are applicable to the proposed Project. Local
regulations, laws, and policies pertaining to agriculture and forestry resources
relevant to the Project are included below.

4221 Locdl

Los Angeles County General Plan 2035. The General Plan 2035 includes
policies to protect productive farmland in Los Angeles County:

e Policy C/NR 8.1: Protect Agricultural Resource Areas (ARA), and other
lond identified as Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide
Importance, Unique Farmland, and Farmland of Local Importance by
the California Department of Conservation, from encroaching
development and discourage incompatible adjacent land use.

e Policy C/NR 8.2: Discourage land uses in ARAs, and other land
identified as Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance,
Unigue Farmland, and Farmland of Local Importance by the
California Department of Conservation, that are incompatible with
agricultural activities.

City of Los Angeles Conservation Element. The City’'s Conservation Element
includes the following objective related to agriculture (City of Los Angeles 2001):

e Objective: Retain, to the extent feasible, the last remaining
agricultural features of the city as part of the city's heritage and
economy.

4.2.3 Impact Analysis

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Natural
Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

No Impact. The well locations are not within lands designated as Prime
Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance (DOC 2024a).
Therefore, no impact would occur.
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b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract?

No Impact. The well sites are in areas zoned Residentfial Planned
Development (RPD-30000-1.5U) and Single Family Residence (R-1-10000) which
permit agricultural uses. The proposed Project would not result in the rezoning of
the well sites or conflict with existing zoning because, pursuant to Los Angeles
County Code Section 22.140.400, orphan wells are required to undergo P&A, and
all equipment and pipelines not necessary for the operation and maintenance of
other existing wells are required fo be removed. The well sites are not located
within areas subject to a Wiliamson Act contract (DOC 2024b). Therefore, no
impact would occur.

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined
in Pub. Resources Code, § 12220, subd. (g)). timberland (as defined by Pub.
Resources Code, § 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as
defined by Gov. Code, § 51104, subd. (g))?

No Impact. The well sites are not located on public land with forests or areas
designated as timberland or timberland zoned Timberland Production. Therefore,
no impact would occur.

d) Resultin the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. The well sites are not located on public land with forests or areas
designated as timberland or timberland zoned Timberland Production. The
Project does not involve the conversion of forest land to non-forest use. Therefore,
no impact would occur.

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location
or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. The proposed Project would not occur on agricultural land or
forest land. The proposed Project would not require the conversion of the
agricultural land to non-agricultural use. Therefore, no impact would occur.

4.2.4 Mitigation Measures

The Project would not result in significant impacts to agriculture and forestry
resources; therefore, no mitigation is required.
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4.3 AIR QUALITY

. Less Than
Potentially Sianificant Less Than No
AIR QUALITY - Would the Project: Significant 9™ Significant
Impact with Impact Impact
P Mitigation P

a) Conflict with or obstruct
implementation of the applicable
air quality plan?

b) Resultin a cumulatively
considerable net increase of any
criteria pollutant for which the
project region is non-attainment
under an applicable federal or
state ambient air quality
standarde

c) Expose sensitive receptors to
substantial pollutant
concenftrations?2

d) Result in other emissions (such as
those leading to odors) adversely
affecting a substantial number of
people?

4.3.1 Environmental Setting

The Project site is located within the South Coast Air Basin (SCAB), which is
bounded by the Pacific Ocean to the west and the San Gabriel, San Bernardino,
and San Jacinto Mountains to the north and east and includes all of Orange
County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside, and San Bernardino
Counties, in addition to the San Gorgonio Pass area in Riverside County. The
access road (“Victory Access Route”) leading to the Project site is partially within
Ventura County.

The regional climate in the SCAB is semi-arid and is characterized by warm
summers, mild winters, infrequent seasonal rainfall, moderate daytime onshore
breezes, and moderate humidity. The predominant wind direction in the Project
areq, as recorded by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)
Station 23130, the closest monitoring station to the Project site that records wind
direction, is southeast (SCAQMD 2017). Station 23130 is located approximately 10
miles east of the well sites (SCAQMD 2017).
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According to SCAQMD, sensitive receptors include residences, schools,
playgrounds, childcare centers, long-term healthcare facilities, rehabilitation
centers, convalescent centers, and retrement homes (SCAQMD 2005). The
nearest sensitive receptors to the well sites are single-family residences located
approximately 400 feet east of the Lucky Star 1 well.

4.3.1.1 Overview of Air Pollution

The federal Clean Air Act and state Clean Air Act mandate the control and
reduction of certain air pollutants. Under these laws, the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the California Air Resources Board
(CARB) have established the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS)
and the California Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS) for “criteria pollutants”
and other pollutants. Some pollutants are emitted directly from a source (e.g.,
vehicle tailpipe, an exhaust stack of a factory, etc.) info the atmosphere,
including carbon monoxide (CO), volatile organic compounds (VOCs)/reactive
organic gases (ROGs),3 nitrogen oxides (NOy), particulate matter with diameters
of 10 microns or less (PMio) and 2.5 microns or less (PM2;s), sulfur dioxide, and lead.
Other pollutants are created indirectly through chemical reactions in the
atmosphere, such as ozone (O3), which is created by atmospheric chemical and
photochemical reactions primarily between VOCs and NOx Secondary
pollutants include oxidants, Oz, and sulfate and nitrate particulates (smog). Air
pollutants can be generated by the natural environment, such as when high
winds suspend fine dust particles).

Air pollutant emissions are generated primarily by stationary and mobile
sources. Stationary sources can be divided into two major subcategories:

e Point sources occur at a specific location and are often identified by
an exhaust vent or stack. Examples include boilers or combustion
equipment that produce electricity or generate heat.

e Area sources are widely distributed and include such sources as
residential and commercial water heaters, painting operations, lawn
mowers, agricultural fields, landfills, and some consumer products.

Mobile sources refer to emissions from motor vehicles, including tailpipe and
evaporative emissions, and can also be divided into two major subcategories:

3 CARB defines VOCs and ROGs similarly as, “any compound of carbon excluding CO, COz2, carbonic acid,
metallic carbides or carbonates, and ammonium carbonate,” with the exception that VOCs are
compounds that participate in atmospheric photochemical reactions. For the purposes of this analysis,
ROGs and VOCs are considered comparable in terms of mass emissions, and the term VOC:s is used in this
IS/MND.
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e On-road sources that may be legally operated on roadways and
highways.

o Off-road sources include aircraft, ships, trains, and self-propelled
construction equipment.

4.3.2 Regulatory Setting

The following information on SCAQMD regulations and thresholds of
significance are relevant to the proposed Project.

4.3.2.1 Air Quality Standards and Attainment

As the local air quality management agency, SCAQMD is required to
monitor air pollutant levels to ensure that the NAAQS and CAAQS are met and, if
they are not met, to develop strategies to meet the standards. Depending on
whether the standards are met or exceeded, the SCAB is classified as being in
“attainment” or “nonattainment.” In areas designated as non-attainment for one
or more air pollutants, a cumulative air quality impact exists for those air pollutants.
The SCAB is currently designated nonattainment for the Oz NAAQS and CAAQS,
the PMio CAAQS, and the PM2s NAAQS and CAAQS. SCAB is either unclassified or
designated attainment for all other NAAQS and CAAQS (SCAQMD 2018).

Air Quality Management Plan

To meet the NAAQS and CAAQS, SCAQMD has adopted a series of Air
Quality Management Plans (AQMP) that serve as a regional blueprint to develop
and implement an emission reduction strategy that will bring the area into
attainment with the standards in a timely manner. The most significant air quality
challenge in the Air Basin is to reduce NOxemissions to meet the 2037 Oz standard
deadline for the non-Coachella Valley portion of the SCAB, as NOy plays a critical
role in the creation of Os. The 2022 AQMP includes strategies to ensure the
SCAQMD contributes to furthering the district’s ability to meet the 2015 federal O3
standards (SCAQMD 2022). The 2022 AQMP builds on the measures already in
place from the previous AQMPs and includes a variety of additional strategies
such as regulation, accelerated deployment of available cleaner technology,
BMPs, co-benefits from existing programs, incentives, and other Clean Air Act
measures to meet the 8-hour O3 standard.

The SCAQMD’s strategy to meet the NAAQS and CAAQS distributes the
responsibility for emission reductions across federal, state, and local levels and
industries. Most of these emissions are from heavy-duty frucks, ships, and other
state and federally regulated mobile source emissions that the majority of which
are beyond SCAQMD'’s control. SCAQMD has limited control over truck emissions
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with rules such as Rule 1196. In addition to federal action, the 2022 AQMP relies on
substantial future development of advanced technologies to meet the
standards, including the transition to zero- and low-emission technologies. The
AQMP also incorporates the transportation strategy and transportation control
measures from Southern California Association of Governments’ (SCAG) 2020-
2045 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)/Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS)
(Connect SoCal) (SCAG 2020).

Ventura County Air Pollution Control District (VCAPCD) adopted the 2022
Ventura County AQMP, which presents Ventura County’s strategy to attain the
2015 federal 8-hour ozone standard, as required by the federal Clean Air Act
Amendments of 1990. Photochemical air quality modeling indicates that Ventura
County will attain the 2015 federal 8-hour ozone standard by 2026 using local,
state, and federal clean air programs.

Air Emission Thresholds

SCAQMD approved the CEQA Air Quality Handbook in 1993. Since then,
SCAQMD has provided supplemental guidance on their website to address
changes to the methodology and nature of CEQA. Some of these changes
include recommended thresholds for emissions associated with both construction
and operation of the Project are used to evaluate a Project’s potential regional
and localized air quality impacts (SCAQMD 2023). Table 4.3-1 presents the
significance thresholds for regional construction-related criteria air pollutant and
precursor emissions being used for the purposes of this analysis. SCAQMD
significance thresholds for operation are not provided as the Project would not
result in operation and maintenance activities following the completion of P&A
and decommissioning.

Table 4.3-1. SCAQMD Regional Significance Thresholds

Criteria Air Pollutant Construction Threshold
VOC 75 pounds per day
NOx 100 pounds per day
CcO 550 pounds per day
SOx 150 pounds per day
PMio 150 pounds per day
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Criteria Air Pollutant Construction Threshold
PMa.s 55 pounds per day

Notes: VOC: volatile organic compound; NOx: nitrogen oxides; CO: carbon monoxide; SOx: sulfur
oxides; PMio: partficulate matter measuring 10 microns in diameter or less; PMazs: particulate matter
measuring 2.5 microns in diameter or less.

Source: SCAQMD 2023.

In addition to the regional thresholds, the SCAQMD has developed
Localized Significance Thresholds (LST) in response to concern regarding exposure
of individuals to criteria pollutants in local communities. LSTs have been
developed for NOx, CO, PMio, and PM2s and represent the maximum emissions
from a Project that will not cause or contribute to an air quality exceedance of
the most stringent applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard at the
nearest sensitive receptor. LSTs take into consideration ambient concentrations in
each source receptor area, distance to the sensitive receptor, and Project size.
LSTs have been developed for emissions generated in construction areas up to
five acres in size. LSTs only apply to emissions in a fixed stationary location and are
not applicable to mobile sources, such as cars on a roadway (SCAQMD 2009).

The well sites are in unincorporated Los Angeles County, located in Source
Receptor Area 6: West San Fernando Valley. SCAQMD provides LST lookup tables
for Project sites that measure one, two, or five acres. Project activities at the wells
would disturb up to three acres. Therefore, this analysis utilizes the two-acre LSTs.
LSTs are provided for receptors at distances of 82, 164, 328, 656, and 1,640 feet
from the Project disturbance boundary to the sensitive receptors. The nearest
sensitive receptors to the well sites are located approximately 400 feet east of the
Lucky Star 1 well. This analysis conservatively utilizes the LSTs at 328 feet as this
represents the closest LST metric for distance to sensitive receptors. The LSTs for
construction activities are shown in Table 4.3-2.

Table 4.3-2. SCAQMD LSTs for Construction

Criteria Air Pollutant LST at 328 Feet (pounds per day)*
Gradual Conversion of NOx to NO2 156
CcO 1,497
PMio 33
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Criteria Air Pollutant LST at 328 Feet (pounds per day)”
PMa2s 9

Nofes: " Allowable Construction Emissions for a Two-Acre Site in Source Receptor Area 6.

NOx = nitrogen oxides; NO2 = nitrogen dioxide; CO = carbon monoxide; PMio = particulate matter
with a diameter no more than 10 microns; PM2s = particulate matter with a diameter no more
than 2.5 microns.

Source: SCAQMD 2009.

The Ventura County Air Quality Assessment Guidelines (2003) is an advisory
document that provides a framework and uniform methods for preparing air
quality evaluations for environmental documents. Chapter 3 provides information
on the air quality significance thresholds. Emissions above 25 pounds per day for
NOy or ROC in the Project area. In addition, a project with emissions of two pounds
per day or greater of ROC, or two pounds per day or greater of NOx that is found
to be inconsistent with the AQMP will have a significant cumulative adverse air
quality impact.

4322 Toxic Air Contaminants

The California Health and Safety Code defines a toxic air contaminant
(TAC) as "an air pollutant which may cause or contribute to an increase in
mortality or in serious illness, or which may pose a present or potential hazard to
human health.” The majority of the estimated health risks from TACs can be
attributed to relatively few compounds, the most important being diesel
parficulate matter (DPM) from diesel-fueled engines. SCAQMD and VCAPCD
have developed significance thresholds for the emissions of TAC based on health
risks associated with elevated exposure to such compounds. For carcinogenic
compounds, cancer risk is assessed in ferms of incremental excess cancer risk. A
project would result in a potentially significant impact if it would generate an
incremental excess cancerrisk of 10in 1 million (1 x 10¢) or (for SCAQMD) a cancer
burden of 0.5 excess cancer cases in areas exceeding a one-in-one-million risk. In
addition, non-carcinogenic health risks are assessed in terms of a hazard index. A
project would result in a potentially significant impact if it would result in a chronic
and acute hazard index greater than 1.0 (SCAQMD 2023).

4.3.3 Methodology

Air pollutant emissions generated by the proposed Project were estimated
using the California Emissions Estimator Model, version 2022.1, which uses project-
specific information, including land use, square footage for different uses, and
location, to model a project’s construction emissions.
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Project activities would primarily generate temporary criteria pollutants
from equipment operation, construction worker vehicle frips to and from the site,
and off-site export of materials. The proposed Project was analyzed based on the
applicant-provided schedule, equipment use, and area of disturbance. The
estimated area of temporary impact totals approximately three acres.

4.3.4 Impact Analysis

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed Project would be inconsistent
with the 2022 AQMPs if the proposed Project would generate population, housing,
or employment growth exceeding forecasts used in the development of the 2022
AQMPs. The 2022 AQMPs incorporate local general plans and SCAG’s Connect
SoCal socioeconomic forecast projections of regional population, housing, and
employment growth (SCAQMD 2022, VCAPCD 2022).

As described in Section 4.14, Population and Housing, the proposed Project
would not cause direct growth as the proposed Project does not include new
residences, businesses, or other land uses which would generate population
growth. The proposed Project would not result in indirect growth because the
proposed Project involves the P&A of six oil wells rather than the expansion of oil
extraction activities to serve additional population growth. Given the small-scale
and temporary nature of Project construction activities, it is likely construction
workers would be drawn from the existing, regional workforce and would not
indirectly result in the relocation of people to Los Angeles or Ventura County.
Upon completion of construction, the proposed Project would not require
additional staff because the six wells would be abandoned. Accordingly, the
proposed Project would not result in population growth and therefore would not
have the potential to conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 2022 AQMPs.
Less than significant impact would occur.

b) Resultin a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for
which the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or
state ambient air quality standard?

Less Than Significant. Project construction would generate temporary air
pollutant emissions associated with fugitive dust (PMio and PM2s) and exhaust
emissions from heavy construction equipment and construction vehicles. Table 4.3-
3 summarizes the estimated maximum daily criteria air pollutant emissions associated
with P&A and decommissioning activities. As shown therein, criteria air pollutant
emissions generated by P&A and decommissioning activities would not exceed
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SCAQMD or VCAPCD thresholds and would not result in a cumulatively considerable
net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the SCAB is designated non-
attainment. Furthermore, the proposed Project would not require new operations or
maintenance activities upon completion of P&A and decommissioning activities.
Therefore, no Project emissions would be generated beyond the conclusion of P&A
and decommissioning activities. This impact would be less than significant.
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Table 4.3-3. Estimated Maximum Daily Emissions — pounds/day

Construction voC NO«x Cco SO2 PMio PM2s
All Project Activities 8 62 53 <] 76 9
SCAQMD Regional Thresholds 75 100 550 150 150 55
Threshold SCAQMD Exceeded? No No No No No No
Ventura County Activities only 1.1 9.2 9.3 0.03 1.04 0.42
VCAPCD Regional Thresholds 25 25 - - - -
Threshold VCAPCD Exceeded? No No No No No No

Notes: pounds/day = pounds per day; VOC = volatile organic compounds NOx = nitrogen oxides;
CO = carbon monoxide; SO2 = sulfur dioxide; PMio = particulate matter 10 microns in diameter or
less; PMa2.s= particulate matter 2.5 microns or less in diameter. VCAPCD activities are the worst day
for decommissioning facilities.

Source: Appendix B, Table 2.2 "Construction Emissions by Year, Unmitigated”.

SCAQMD Localized Significance Thresholds

The SCAQMD Final LST Methodology was developed to be used as a tool
to analyze localized impacts associated with specific proposed projects. If the
calculated emissions for the proposed construction or operational activities are
below the LST emission levels found on the LST mass rate look-up tables (Appendix
C of Final LST Methodology; SCAQMD 2009) and no potentially significant impacts
are found to be associated with other environmental issues, then the proposed
construction or operation activity is not considered to be a significant impact on
air quality. As described in Section 4.3.2.1, this analysis conservatively utilizes the
LSTs at 328 feet. Table 4.3-4 summarizes the proposed Project’s maximum localized
daily emissions. As shown therein, localized construction emissions would not
exceed the applicable SCAQMD LSTs. Therefore, the proposed Project would not
expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations. This impact
would be less than significant.

Table 4.3-4. Project LST Emissions — pounds/day

Emissions and Thresholds NO«x co PMio PM2s
Maximum Construction On-site Emissions 62 51 2 2
SCAQMD LST 156 1,497 33 9
Threshold Exceeded? No No No No

Notes: pounds/day = pounds per day; VOC = volatile organic compounds NOx = nitrogen oxides;
CO = carbon monoxide; SO2 = sulfur dioxide; PMio = particulate matter 10 microns in diameter or
less; PM2.s = particulate matter 2.5 microns or less in diameter.

Source: Appendix B, Table 2.2 “Constfruction Emissions by Year, Unmitigated”.
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c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

Less Than Significant. The nearest sensitive receptors to the well sites are
single-family residences located approximately 400 feet east of the Lucky Star 1
well. As described in Section 4.17.3, the Project would not result in an increase of
operational vehicle trips. Therefore, the Project would not emit the levels of CO
necessary to result in a localized hot spot. Therefore, CO hotspots are not
discussed further in this document. The Project does not include any stationary
sources of air pollutant emissions, and once P&A and decommissioning activities
are complete, the proposed Project would not require additional operation and
maintenance activities. Therefore, following the conclusion of P&A and
decommissioning activities the proposed Project would not expose sensitive
receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations and is not discussed further.

As the Project would involve soil movement, there is the potential for fugitive
dust impacts. SCAQMD Rule 403 and VCAPCD Rule 55 have requirements related
to fugitive dust that would be followed by the Project as required by the rules.
These rules prohibit visible dust beyond the property lines, opacity, track-out and
other requirements, thereby minimizing the potential impacts of fugitive dust.

The discussions below analyze the potential for the proposed Project to
expose receptors to substantial TAC emissions during P&A and decommissioning
activities.

Toxic Air Contaminants

TAC emissions associated with the proposed Project can be attributed to
DPM from diesel-fueled engines. DPM is primarily composed of PMio and PMas
emissions (CARB 2024). Generation of DPM from construction projects typically
occurs in a single area for a short period of fime. P&A and decommissioning
activities would occur for approximately eight weeks. The dose to which the
receptors are exposed is the primary factor used to determine health risk. Dose is
a function of the concentration of a substance or substances in the environment
and the extent of exposure that person has to the substance. Dose is positively
correlated with time, meaning a longer exposure period would result in a higher
exposure level for the maximally exposed individual. The risks estimated for a
Maximally Exposed Individual are higher if a fixed exposure occurs over a longer
period of time.

CalGEM has conducted health risk assessments for drilling and construction
activities utilizing point sources and the HARP2 model. This analysis indicates that
emissions of DPM less than 100 pounds per year for a duration of less than one
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year would not produce cancer impacts exceeding 10 in a million at the closest
receptor (Appendix C). As this Project would not generate more than 10 pounds
in total and the duration would be less than one year, the health risk impacts are
less than significant. Furthermore, construction activities would also be subject to
and would comply with California regulations limiting the idling of heavy-duty
construction equipment to no more than five minutes, which would furtherreduce
nearby workers exposure to temporary and variable DPM emissions. Compliance
with the standard construction measures required by the SCAQMD would also
further reduce nearby sensitive receptors’ exposure to temporary and variable
DPM emissions. As such, Project construction would not expose sensitive receptors
to substantial TAC concentrations, and impacts would be less than significant.

d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting
a substantial number of people?

Less Than Significant. Construction equipment could generate odors during
P&A and decommissioning activities. Such odors would be temporary in nature
and although minimally perceptible to the nearest residences to the southeast,
primarily limited to the vicinity of the Project site within the canyon. The Project
would also be required to adhere to SCAQMD Rule 402 (Nuisance) and VCAPCD
Rule 51 (Nuisance), which prohibits discharge of air contaminants or any other
material from a source that would cause nuisance to any considerable number
of persons or the public, including odor. Following P&A and decommissioning
activities, the proposed Project would not generate odors. Therefore, the
proposed Project would not result in odors adversely affecting a substantial
number of people. This impact would be less than significant.

4.3.5 Mitigation Measures

The proposed Project would not result in significant impacts to air quality;
therefore, no mitigation is required.
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44 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Potentially €SS Than
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES - Would the . ... Y Significant
o Significant .
Project: Imoact with
P Mitigation

a) Have a substantial adverse
effect, either directly or through
habitat modifications, on any
species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species
in local or regional plans, policies,
or regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect
on any riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural community
identified in local or regional
plans, policies, regulations or by
the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect
on state or federally protected
wetlands (including, but not
limited to, marsh, vernal pool,
coastal, etc.) through direct
removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the
movement of any native resident
or migratory fish or wildlife species
or with established native resident
or migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native wildlife
nursery sitese

e) Conflict with any local policies or
ordinances protecting biological
resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an
adopted Habitat Conservation
Plan, Natural Community
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Less Than

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES - Would the  roremtally o pificant ~ LessThan =,
o Significant . Significant
Project: Impact with Impact Impact
P Mitigation P

Conservation Plan, or other
approved local, regional, or State
habitat conservation plan?

4.4.1 Environmental Setting

The Project area occurs within open space in the City of Los Angeles and
unincorporated Los Angeles County. The access road (“Victory Access Route”)
leading to the Project site is partially within Ventura County. The Project area is
surrounded by trails and scattered vegetation to the north, south, and west and
residential development to the east. The six well sites and trail widening would
encompass a total of three acres and occur in both previously disturbed and
natural areas. An ephemeral drainage feature and associated riparian corridor
occur just north of the Project site.

The six well sites are located approximately 0.40-mile west of Valley Circle
Boulevard, with the trail widening portion located just west of the well sites. The
western portion of the trail widening occurs at an elevation of 1,032 feet above
sea level and reaches 995 feet above sea level at the easternmost well site. An
unnamed drainage is located approximately 260 feet north of the well sites. Within
the three-acre site, the vegetation community consists of scattered scrub and
grassland with small trees. Silty clay and sandy loam soils make up the substrate
within this site.

A desktop analysis was conducted to identify any threatened or ES of flora
and fauna that may be present within or surrounding the well sites. A query of the
site with a five-mile radius was conducted using the CDFW California Natural
Diversity Database (CDFW 2024), California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Rare Plant
Inventory List (United States Geologic Survey (USGS) ?-quadrangle search areaq)
(CNPS 2024), USFWS's Information for Planning and Conservation planning tool
(USFWS 2024a), and USFWS Critical Habitat Report (USFWS 2024b). The database
search yielded a total of 14 threatened, endangered, and/or special status
species with moderate to high potential to occur (PTO) within or near the Project
area (Appendix D).

4.4.1.1  Special Status Plant Species

Of the 39 rare plant species evaluated, two have a high PTO in the coastal
scrub and grassland habitats on-site: Braunton’s milk-vetch (Asfragalus brauntonii,
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federally endangered, California Rare Plant Rank [CRPR 1B.1]) and San Fernando
Valley spineflower (Chorizanthe parryi var. fernandina, State endangered, CRPR
1B.1). Five rare plants were identified as having moderate PTO on-site: slender
mariposa lily (Calochortus clavatus var. gracilis, CRPR 1B.2), Santa Susanna
tarplant (Deinandra minthornii, CRPR 1B.2), Blochman’s dudleya (Dudleya
blochmaniae ssp. blochmaniae, CRPR 1B.1), many-stemmed dudleya (Dudleya
multicaulis, CRPR 1B.2), and Ojai navarretia (Navarretia ojaiensis, CRPR 1B.1).
Moderately suitable habitat for these species is present in the coastal scrub and
grassland within and adjacent to the sites.

4.4.1.2 Special Status Wildlife Species

Of the 21 sensitive wildlife species evaluated, seven have a moderate PTO:
Crotch’s bumble bee (Bombus crotchii, state candidate endangered), California
red-legged frog (Rana draytonni, Federally Threatened [FT], CDFW Species of
Special Concern [SSC]), coastal whiptail (Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri, SSC),
southern California rufous-crowned sparrow (Aimophila ruficeps canescens,
CDFW Watch List), burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia, SSC, CESA), coastal
California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica, FT, SSC), and San Diego
woodrat (Neotoma lepida intermedia, SSC).

4.4.1.3 Pre-activity Survey

In addifion to the desktop survey, Pax Environmental, Inc. (Pax) conducted
a pre-activity survey on August 21, 2025. The survey focused on the presence of
nesting birds and sensitive special-status species habitat. A 2.25-hour survey was
conducted and consisted of walking belt fransects, covering six (6) localized well
sites and structures, including a 100-ft buffer around the perimeter and a 300-ft
buffer for possible activity of raptor roosting or nesting habitat. The survey report
is included in Appendix D.

Within _the Project site, three vegetation communities were present and
consist of Upland mustard or star-thistle fields within the open space field, laurel
sumac scrub along the lower toe slopes and California sagebrush — (purple sage)
scrub _that include scattered shrubs with coast live oak trees emergent at the
perimeter. Silty clay and sandy loam soils make up the substrate within this site
with 0 to 50 percent slopes.

Dominate plant species identified during the survey include native species
of chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), coastal goldenbush (Isocoma menziesii),
southern coastal mallow (Malacothamnus fasciculatus) laurel sumac (Malosma
laurina) and purple sage (Salvia leucaphylla) on the perimeter with emergent
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coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia) on the hillsides. The open space field is
dominated by non-native species of black mustard (Brassica nigra) and Maltese
star-thistle (Centaurea melitensis).

Wildlife species observed during the survey include monarch (Danaus
Plexippus), cabbage white butterfly (Pieris rapae), California scrub-jay,
(Aphelocoma californica), oak fitmous (Baeolophus inornatus), Annd’s
hummingbird (Calypte anna), wrentit (Chamaea fasciata), great egret (Ardea
alba), great-blue heron (Ardea herodea), red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis),
Anna's hummingbird (Calypte anna), turkey vulture (Cathartes aura), American
crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos), house finch (Haemorhous mexicanus), song
sparrow _(Melospiza melodia), California towhee (Melozone crissalis), northern
mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos), spotted towhee (Pipilo maculatus), mountain
chickadee (Poecile gambeli), bushtit (Psaltiparus _minimus), lesser goldfinch
(Spinus psaltria), European starling (Sturnus vulgaris), Bewick's wren (Thryomanes
bewicki), mourning dove (Zenaida macroura) and California cottontail rabbit
(Sylvilagus Audubonii).

El Escorpion Creek which contains wooded riparian vegetation, is within the
300-foot survey areda. In addition, two potential blueline streams within the Project
area were identified by visible flowlines, but no riparian vegetation was present.
There are no plans to conduct work within the wetland or any other wetland
areas, and no modifications to the wetland habitat will take place.

One southern California black walnut [Juglans californica, California Rare
Plant Rank (CRPR) 4.2], occurs adjacent to Knapp 1 and Knapp 1A well sites.
Archeological survey activities will not negatively impact this tree or suitable
habitat for this Southern California black walnut.

No other special status plant or wildlife species were observed during the
survey. Bird species were observed foraging within the open space field and
shrubs, but no active nests were observed during the survey. Suitable nesting bird
habitat is present within and around the Project site.

4.4.2 Requlatory Setting

Federal, state, and local regulations, laws, and policies pertaining to
biological resources relevant to the Project are included below.

Federal Endangered Species Act (7 United States Code [USC] Section 136,
16 USC Section 1531 et seq.). The Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA), which
is administered in California by the USFWS and National Marine Fisheries Service,
provides protection to species listed as threatened or endangered, or proposed
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for listing as threatened or endangered. When applicants propose projects with
a federal nexus that “may affect” a federally listed or proposed species, the
federal agency must (1) consult with the USFWS or National Marine Fisheries
Service, as appropriate, under Section 7, and (2) ensure that any actions
authorized, funded, or carried out by the agency are not likely to jeopardize the
contfinued existence of any endangered or threatened species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of areas determined to be critical habitat.
The USFWS QOil and Gas Programmatic Biological Opinion (2017) addresses the
FESA.

Section 9 prohibits the “take” of any member of a listed species.

Take — To harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or
collect, or to attempt to engage in any such conduct.

Harass — An intenfional or negligent act or omission that creates the
likelihood of injury to a listed species by annoying it to such an extent as to
significantly disrupt normal behavior patterns that include, but are not limited to,
breeding, feeding, or sheltering.

Harm - Significant habitat modification or degradation that results in death
or injury to listed species by significantly impairing behavioral patterns such as
breeding, feeding, or sheltering.

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 USC Section 703 et seq.). The Migratory Bird
Treaty Act (MBTA) makes it unlawful to take or possess any migratory nongame
bird (or any part of such migratory nongame bird) as designated under the MBTA.

Federal Noxious Weed Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-629) (7 USC 2801 et seq.; 88 Stat.
2148). The Federal Noxious Weed Act establishes a federal program to control the
spread of noxious weeds. Authority is given to the Secretary of Agriculture to
designate plants as noxious weeds by regulation, and the movement of all such
weeds in interstate or foreign commerce was prohibited except under permit.

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 USC Section 668 et seq.). The Bald
and Golden Eagle Protection Act declares it is illegal to take, possess, sell,
purchase, barter, offer to sell or purchase or barter, transport, export or import a
bald or golden eagle, alive or dead, or any part, nest or egg of these eagles
unless authorized. Active nest sites are also protected from disturbance during the
breeding season.

Clean Water Act (33 USC Section 1251 et seq.). The Clean Water Act (CWA)
requires the permitting and monitoring of all discharges to surface water bodies.
Section 404 requires a permit from the United States Army Corps of Engineers for
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a discharge from dredged or fill materials into Waters of the U.S., including
wetlands. Section 401 requires a permit from a Regional Water Quality Conftrol
Board (RWQCB) for the discharge of pollutants. By federal law, every applicant
for a federal permit or license for an activity that may result in a discharge into a
California water body, including wetlands, must request state certification that
the proposed activity would not violate state and federal water quality standards.

4421 State

California Endangered Species Act (Fish and Game Code Section 2050 et
seq.). The California Endangered Species Act (CESA) provides for the protection
of rare, threatened, and endangered plants and animals, as recognized by the
CDFW, and prohibits the taking of such species without its authorization.
Furthermore, the CESA provides protection for those species that are designated
as candidates for threatened or endangered listings. Under the CESA, the CDFW
has the responsibility for maintaining a list of threatened species and endangered
species (Fish and Game Code, Section 2070). The CDFW also maintains a list of
candidate species, which are species that the CDFW has formally noticed as
under review for addition to the threatened or endangered species lists. The
CDFW also maintains lists of SSC that serve as watch lists. Pursuant to CESA
requirements, an agency reviewing a proposed Project within its jurisdiction must
determine whether any state-listed endangered or threatened species may be
present in the Project area and determine whether the proposed Project would
have a significant impact on such species. The CDFW encourages informal
consultation on any proposed Project that may affect a candidate species. The
CESA also requires a permit to take a state-listed species through incidental or
otherwise lawful activities (Section 2081, subd. (b)).

Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (Water Code Section 13000 et
seq.). The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act requires that each of the nine
RWQCBs prepare and periodically update basin plans for water quality control.
Each basin plan sets forth water quality standards for surface water and
groundwater and actions to control nonpoint and point sources of pollution to
achieve and maintain these standards.

Protection of Birds and Nests (Fish and Game Code Section 3503 and
3503.5). These policies protect California’s birds by making it unlawful to take,
possess, or needlessly destroy the nest or eggs of any bird. Raptors (e.g., hawks
and owls) are specifically protected.

Migratory Birds (Fish and Game Code Section 3513). This policy protects
California’s migratory birds by making it unlawful to take or possess any migratory
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nongame bird as designated in the MBTA or any part of such migratory nongame
birds.

Fully Protected Species (Fish and Game Code Section 3511, 4700, 5050, and
5515). These policies identify several amphibian, reptile, fish, bird, and mammal
species that are Fully Protected. CDFW cannot issue a take permit for these
species, except for take related to scientific research.

CEQA Guidelines Section 15380. CEQA defines rare species more broadly
than the definitions for species listed under CESA and FESA. Under Section 15830,
species not protected through state or federal listing but nonetheless
demonstrable as “endangered” or “rare” under CEQA should also receive
consideration in environmental analyses. Included in this category are many
plants considered rare by the CNPS and some animals on the CDFW's Special
Animails List.

Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement (Fish and Game Code Section
1600 et seq.). This policy regulates activities that may divert, obstruct, or change
the natural flow or the bed, channel, or bank of any river, stream, or lake in
California designated by CDFW in which there is at any time an existing fish or
wildlife resource or from which these resources derive benefit. Impacts to
vegetation and wildlife resulting from disturbances to waterways are also
reviewed and regulated during the permitting process.

4422 Locdl

Oak Tree Regulations (County of Los Angeles Regulation 22.46.2100). This
regulation states that removal of an oak tree or encroachment upon the
Protected Zone (defined as the area within the drip line of an oak free and
extended to a point at least five feet outside of the drip line, or 15 feet from the
trunk of the tree, whichever distance is greater) may be requested by filing a
Substantial Conformance Review application in accordance with procedures set
forth in County of Los Angeles Regulation 22.46.2190. Removal of oak trees shall
include cutting, destroying, removing, relocating, inflicting damage, or
encroaching into the root zone or grading/filling within the drip line area of an
oak tree (County of Los Angeles 2019).

Preservation of Protected Trees (City of Los Angeles Municipal Code 46.00).
This ordinance states that no protected tree or shrub may be relocated or
removed except without first acquiring a permit from the Board of Public Works.
Protected trees include valley oak (Quercus lobata) and California Live Oak
(Quercus agrifolia) or any other tree of the oak genus indigenous to California but
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excluding the scrub oak (Quercus berberidifolia), southern California black walnut
(Juglans californica), western sycamore (Platanus racemosa), California bay
(Umbellularia californica), and protected shrubs include Mexican elderberry
(Sambucus mexicana) and toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia) (City of Los Angeles
2006).

Santa Susana Mountains/Simi Hills Significant Ecological Area. The Santa
Susana  Mountains/Simi  Hills  Significant  Ecological Area (SEA) covers
approximately 26,795 acres of mostly open space that supports a diverse array of
native vegetation communities and wildlife species. Located mostly within
unincorporated Los Angeles County, several important linkages for wildlife
movement exist within the Santa Susanna Mountains/Simi Hills SEA. Proposed new
developments within the Santa Susanna Mountains/Simi Hills SEA should be
designed to be highly compatible with the continued ecological function of
biological resources that exist within the SEA (County of Los Angeles 2000). Los
Angeles County Code Chapter 22.158 requires a Conditional Use Permit for
development in Significant Ecological Areas, but exempts the maintenance,
minor additions, or changes to legally established development if these changes
do not expand the previously approved development footprint.

4.43 Impact Analysis

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-
status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Less Than Significant With Mitigation. Ground disturbance could directly
result in the damage or removal of special status plant species including
Braunton's milkvetch, San Fernando Valley spineflower, slender mariposa lily,
Santa Susana tarplant, Blochman's dudleya, many-stemmed dudleya, and Ojai
navarretia if they are present at the Project site. Individuals of these species, if
present, could be removed, damaged, or disturbed by Project activities of the
proposed Project, a potentially significant impact. Indirect impacts could result
from habitat modifications, such as by the introduction of invasive plants
disseminated from construction equipment, contamination of soils, and habitat
degradation due to accidental fuel spills during well permanent sealing and
decommissioning. Adherence to MM BIO-1 through MM BIO-3 would reduce
potential direct and indirect effects to these plant species to aless than significant
level by requiring surveys, worker environmental awareness fraining, and
avoidance measures.

- 4-27 -



Permanent Sealing of Orphan Wells in Canoga Park
FINAL Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

Special status animal species that may be found in the coastal scrub
habitat in the Project site and could be directly impacted include the following
potentially occurring land-dwelling or nesting animals: Crotch's bumble bee,
California red-legged frog, coastal whiptail, southern California rufous-crowned
sparrow, burrowing owl, coastal California gnatcatcher, and San Diego woodrat.
Direct impacts could occur via direct strikes to individuals by construction
equipment or entrapment, partficularly to species that may occur on/in the
ground (i.e., Crotch’s bumble bee, California red-legged frog, coastal whiptail,
burrowing owl, and San Diego woodrat). Nesting birds could also be disrupted by
equipment potentially leading to nest abandonment. In addition, indirect
impacts could occur through vibrations and dust, which could alter behavioral
patterns of land-dwelling special status wildlife species and cause them to
become exposed to predators. Therefore, the proposed Project could cause
potentially significant impacts to species, and mitigation is required. Project
measures outlined in Section 2.4 aim to avoid or reduce any significant impacts
to special status species by conducting a pre-disturbance biological survey.
Vegetation removal would be limited to previously disturbed lands to the
maximum extent possible; however, given the Project description provided, it is
likely vegetation removal could occur in previously undisturbed lands. Additional
details on potential impacts to individual species and measures for avoidance
are provided below.

The coastal scrub community on-site has potential to support preferred
plant food genera of Crotch’s bumble bee. This species has three occurrences
within five miles of the Project site. Crotch’s bumble bee is a flying insect species;
therefore, it would be capable of escaping harm during P&A and
decommissioning while foraging. If the Project were to involve ground
disturbance in undisturbed areas, an occupied nest potentially present on-site
could be significantly impacted. If, pursuant to MM BIO-1, disturbance can be
limited to previously developed/disturbed areas, impacts to Crotch’s bumble bee
would be avoided. If habitat avoidance is not feasible, the proposed Project
would cause potentially significant impacts to Crotch’'s bumble bee, and
adherence to MM BIO-4 would be required to reduce potential direct and
indirect effects to these species to a less than significant level.

The Project site overlaps with California red-legged frog USFWS-designated
Critical Habitat. California red-legged frogs are dependent on aquatic habitat
for all their life stages; however, they are known to travel upland of riparian areas
in search of food or shelter. Any loss of potential upland refugia habitat (300 feet
of a riparian area) within critical habitat is a potentially significant impact.
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Implementation of MM BIO-5 would mitigate impacts for this species. MM BIO-5
includes a pre-construction survey for all life stages of California red-legged frog,
biological monitoring, and includes avoidance of occupied habitat if found in
the work site. If occupied habitat cannot be avoided, formal consultation under
FESA with USFWS will be necessary. With implementation of these mitigation
measures, impacts to the species would be reduced to less than significant.

Ground-dwelling reptiles, such as the coastal whiptail, could occur on site
during Project activities that may result in significant impacts to such species.
Implementation of MM BIO-6 would ensure impacts to sensitive repfile species are
avoided, and effects to these species would be reduced to a less than significant
level.

The coastal scrub and disturbed vegetation communities provide suitable
nesting habitat for burrowing owl_(CESA species). If the species is present within
the vicinity of the well sites, the proposed Project has the potential to directly (by
destroying a burrow) or indirectly (removal of habitat, construction noise, dust,
and other human disturbances that may cause a burrow to fail) impact the
species. Implementation of MM BIO-7 would mitigate potential direct and indirect
impacts to the species. This measure includes pre-construction burrowing owl
surveys conducted in accordance with CDFW protocol to determine
presence/absence of burrowing owls or burrows within the Project vicinity. MM
BIO-7 also outlines protocols to implement “no disturbance” buffers around active
burrows. With implementation of these mitigation measures, impacts to the
species would be reduced to less than significant.

Other nesting birds, such as Coastal California gnatcatcher and southern
California rufous-crowned sparrow, may be present in the coastal scrub
communities within the Project site. If these species are present within the vicinity
of the Project, the proposed Project has the potential to directly (by destroying a
nest) or indirectly (removal of habitat, construction noise, dust, and other human
disturbances) impact the species. Implementation of MM BIO-8 and MM BIO-9
would mitigate potential direct and indirect impacts to these species. MM BIO-8
includes pre-construction coastal California gnatcatcher surveys conducted in
accordance with USFWS protocol to determine presence/absence of coastal
California gnatcatchers or nests within the Project vicinity. MM BIO-8 also outlines
protocols to implement “no disturbance” buffers around active nests. MM BIO-9
includes preconstruction nesting bird surveys to identify active nests that would
be affected by Project activities. With implementation of these mitigation
measures, impacts to the species would be reduced to less than significant.

- 4-29 -



Permanent Sealing of Orphan Wells in Canoga Park
FINAL Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

Project-related noise and light has the potential to negatively affect wildlife
activity, including nesting bird/raptor activity, within or adjacent to the Project
area. Adherence to MM BIO-9 would mitigate potential impacts to nesting birds;
accordingly, impacts to the nesting birds would be reduced to less than
significant.

Direct impacts could occur via direct strikes to individuals by construction
equipment or entrapment, including mammails that live on/in the ground such as
San Diego woodrat. MM BIO-10 would mitigate potfential direct and indirect
impacts to San Diego woodrat. This measure includes a pre-construction sweep
and mapping of any woodrat middens (nests). Any middens are considered
sensitive, whether or not the occupying woodrat species is determined.
MM BIO-10 also contains protocol for relocation of woodrats if Project impacts
cannot be avoided.

General BMPs to be followed by construction personnel are described in
Section 2.4, Best Management Practices.

MM BIO-1: Pre-disturbance Biological Survey Report. Per CalGEM's BMPs, a
pre-disturbance biological survey shall be conducted by a Qualified
Biologist.

The pre-disturbance biological survey shall consist of walking belt
transects to accomplish 100 percent coverage of the Project site plus a
100-foot buffer. During the survey, all direct and indirect observations of
special status biological resources shall be noted if encountered and
recorded using a handheld Global Positioning Satellite device and on
field forms. Habitat shall be evaluated by the Qualified Biologist to
determine the potential for biological resource monitoring and/or
surveys for species that are seasonal or require focused surveys during
specified periods (e.g., special status plants). If no such follow-up surveys
are required to determine current status of special status biological
resources on the Project site, that information shall be included in the
biological survey report to be completed within 14 days of the pre-
disturbance survey. If follow-up surveys are required, a follow-up survey
report shall be completed by the Qualified Biologist and submitted to
the Project proponent within 14 days of the follow-up survey. To meet
seasonal requirements stipulated by Species Protocols, some surveys
may be required more than 30 days prior to ground disturbances. In such
cases, follow-up pre-disturbance surveys shall also be required within 30
days prior to initiation of the ground disturbance to confirm that no
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MM BI

1.

changes in species status or occupancy have occurred within the
survey area.

The Project proponent shall maintain copies of all pre-disturbance
biological survey reports completed by the Qualified Biologist. The pre-
disturbance biological survey report shall include a map of the
proposed Project construction boundary, biological survey areaq, special
status species observations (when observed), areas of potential and/or
occupied habitat (if any), areas identified for avoidance, and a list of
all applicable mitigation measures that shall be implemented for the
respective Project activity site.

O-2: Worker Environmental Awareness Training. Per CalGEM's BMPs, the
Qualified Biologist shall develop and implement a Worker Environmental
Awareness Program (WEAP) for all personnel that may access the
Project. WEAP trainings shall be conducted for each individual prior to
their first access into the Project. The Project shall consist of a
presentation with material given on-site or off-site by trained personnel
(e.g.. Qualified Biologist or assigned Company Environmental
Specidalists). WEAP trainings shall cover an overview of the laws and
regulations governing the protection of biological resources; a
description of protected (i.e., special status) species known to occur or
with the PTO in the Project areq; their status and legal protections; what
is considered habitat and disturbance; biological resource protection
measures; and a list of designated Qualified Biologist contacts. The
Project shall provide general awareness to workers and supply materials
to assist workers in recognizing protected species that may occur on the
Project area, avoidance, and minimization measures to protect
biological resources, and how to report biological resources if observed
on-site. The WEAP shall implement the following:

The WEAP shall emphasize the need to avoid contact with wildlife, to
avoid entry into areas where biological resources have been
identified for avoidance, to review Project-specific, pre-disturbance
biological results reports and maps, and to implement all applicable
avoidance and minimization measures included in the Project
specific pre-disturbance biological survey results report.

2. All Project personnel present on the Project activity site must sign a

statement verifying that they have completed the WEAP and that
they understand the biological requirements during Project activities.
The Project proponent shall maintain a list of all persons who have
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completed the WEAP and shall provide the list to CalGEM upon
request.

MM BIO-3: Sensitive Plant Species Avoidance. If the pre-disturbance survey

1.

determines that additional targeted plant surveys are required for the
detection of sensitive plant species within the construction footprint or a
100-foot buffer, rare plant surveys shall be conducted during the
appropriate season for their detection. If additional targeted plant
surveys are required, the Project proponent shall retain a Qualified
Biologist to conduct focused surveys for the additional targeted plant
species prior to Project activities. If required, focused surveys shall be
conducted pursuant to CDFW's March 20, 2018, Protocols for Surveying
and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant Populations and
Sensitive Natural Communities (CDFW 2018) or CDFW's most recent
guidance. If required, findings from the targeted surveys shall be
provided to CDFW prior to ground disturbing activities. If surveys for
special status plants occur in a year during which rainfall totals reach at
least 80 percent of normal, survey results shall be considered valid for
three years. For surveys conducted in years of less-than-ideal rainfall (less
than 80 percent average rainfall), results shall be valid for only one year.
A survey of appropriate reference populations shall be necessary to
support survey findings for the Project activity site.

If the pre-disturbance survey identifies special status plant populations,
the following measures shall be implemented:

Any special status plant populations detected shall be fully described,
well documented, and mapped via a Global Positioning Satellite
device and appropriately georeferenced on Project maps. For each
population occurrence detected, a California Natural Diversity
Database (CNDDB) field report and a CNPS Field Survey Form or
written equivalent shall be prepared.

2. If pre-construction surveys detect the presence of any State-listed

plant species, the plant populations shall be protected from
disturbance activities by implementing applicable impact avoidance
measures consistent with CNPS’s mitigation guidelines (1998 or more
current). If impact avoidance measures have not been established
for the species, plant populations shall be buffered from new ground
disturbance activities by a minimum of 50 feet, as determined by a
Qualified Biologist. A smaller buffer may be established, provided
there are adequate measures such as placement of a physical barrier
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(e.g., construction fencing) in place to avoid the destruction of
individuals, with the approval of CalGEM. The buffer zone shall be
established around these areas to eliminate potential disturbance to
the plants from human activity and any other potential sources of
disturbance including human frampling, erosion, and dust. A
Qualified Biologist shall be on-site, at minimum, during initial ground
disturbing activities to ensure that sensitive plant species are not
impacted.

3. If plants with a CRPR of 1B or 2B are observed in the impact areq, no
Project activities shall commence, and CalGEM shall coordinate with
CDFW to discuss avoidance of the rare plants on site. If complete
avoidance is _unattainable, the Project proponent shall provide
compensatory mitigation to offset the Project’s impact on rare plants
observed on site at no less than 2:1. A Rare Plant Salvage and
Restoration Plan shall be submitted to CalGEM for approval. The plan
shall include the following at a minimum:

a. Relocation of individual plant(s) to an appropriate habitat area
free from Project-related ground disturbance;

b. Boundaries of non-State protected special status plant species
shall be geo referenced and mapped;

c. Topsoil removed during site clearing where non-State
protected special status plant species are located shall be
spread onto existing disturbed areas within the same
geographic area and in the same soil type;

d. Post-construction monitoring to confirm contfinued site
occupancy by special status plants affected by ground
disturbance; and

e. Adaptive management or other contingency measures;
and/or weed management.

MM BIO-4: Crotch’'s Bumble Bee Surveys and Avoidance. If, at the
commencement of Project construction, Crotch’s bumble bee is sfill
considered a CESA candidate species or has been listed as threatened
or endangered under CESA, the Project shall implement the following
measures to avoid, minimize, and offset Project impacts to the species:
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1.

A Qualified Biologist shall conduct a pre-construction survey for
Crotch’s bumble bee and nests in Project area prior to initial ground-
disturbing activities, such as staging and vegetation clearing.

2. If active Crotch’'s bumble bee nests are observed within the Project

area or within a 100-foot buffer surrounding the Project area, an
incidental take permit (ITP) will be obtained from CDFW prior to
commencing work.

3. If establishment of a no-disturbance buffer is feasible, construction

activities shall not occur within the buffer until a Qualified Biologist
determines that the colony is no longer active (i.e., no Crotch’s
bumble bees are seen flying in or out of the nest for three consecutive
days, indicating the colony has completed its nesting season and the
next season’s queens have dispersed from the colony). Once the nest
has been determined to be inactive, construction activities within the
no-disturbance buffer(s) shall be allowed to resume.

4. If avoidance of a no-disturbance buffer is not feasible, the lead

biologist shall consult with CDFW regarding potential encroachment
into the no-disturbance buffer with other measures implemented.
Work would not begin in the no-disturbance buffer without CDFW
approval.

If avoidance of the nest is not feasible, the lead biologist shall consult
with the CDFW regarding the potential for Project activities to result in
take of the Crotch’s bumble bee and shall comply with all avoidance,
minimization, and compensatory mitigation requirements set forth in any
incidental take permit issued for the Project by CDFW.

MM BIO-5: California Red-Legged Frog Surveys and Avoidance. Measures that

1.

shall be implemented during the Project construction to avoid and/or
minimize direct take of California red-legged frog include:

At least two weeks prior to ground disturbing activities, a USFWS
permitted biologist shall conduct a pre-construction survey for
California red-legged frogs.

2. If California red-legged frogs, tadpoles, or eggs are found, the

biologist shall contact USFWS to determine a strategy to avoid
impacts to occupied habitat and individuals. A path forward for
obtaining an Incidental Take Authorization under the Endangered
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Species Act shall be determined if avoidance of occupied habitat is
not feasible.

The biologist shall conduct a fraining session for all construction
personnel prior to the start of construction activities, which shall
include, at minimum, a description of California red-legged frog and
its habitat, general measures being implemented to conserve the
species, and any boundaries necessary to ensure California red-
legged frogs are not disturbed by work activities.

A qualified biological monitor shall be present at the work site until all
Project-related disturbance has been completed.

All frash that may attract predators shall be properly contained and
removed from the work site and disposed of regularly.

All fueling and maintenance of vehicles and other equipment and
staging areas shall occur at least 65 feet from any riparian habitat or
water body. All workers shall be informed of the importance of
preventing spills and of the appropriate measures to take should a spill
OCCUT.

The biologist shall permanently remove, from within the Project areq,
any bullfrogs, crayfish, or centrachid fishes, to the maximum extent
possible.

MM BIO-6: Sensitive Reptile Species Avoidance. If the pre-disturbance

1.

biological survey identifies the presence of habitat for special status
repftile species within the proposed work area, the following measures
shall be implemented.

If any coastal whiptail or any other repfile species of special concern
are observed during construction, the identified special status reptiles
shall be allowed to move out of the work area on their own or shall be
removed from the work area and released in adjacent suitable
habitat by the Qualified Biologist. The Qualified Biologist shall have all
appropriate permits in place prior to handling any special status
reptiles or any other wildlife.

All construction equipment and construction personnel vehicles shall
be checked prior to moving them, to ensure that no special status
reptile is under equipment/vehicles. If any individuals are detected
beneath equipment or vehicles, the equipment or vehicles shall be
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left in place until the individual(s) moves out of harm’s way on its own
accord, as determined by a Qualified Biologist.

MM BIO-7: Burrowing Owl Surveys and Avoidance. Measures that shall be
implemented during the Project construction to avoid and/or minimize
direct take of burrowing owl include:

1.

>

Burrowing owl pre-construction surveys shall be conducted within 14
days of the start of ground disturbing construction. The survey area
shall include the Project site and a 500-foot buffer around the Project
boundary. If construction is proposed during the breeding season, a
Qualified Biologist shall conduct the focused surveys for burrowing owl
prior to Project activities. In California, the burrowing owl breeding
season extends from February 1 to August 31, with some variances by
geographic location and climatic conditions.

A burrow is assumed occupied if records indicate that at least one
burrowing owl has been observed occupying a burrow on-site during
the past three years. If active burrowing owl burrows are detected in
the Project boundary or the 500-foot survey buffer, they shall be
avoided through implementation of a “no disturbance” buffer
designated by a barricade.

Determination of the appropriate method of relocation, such as
eviction/passive relocation or active relocation, shall be based on the
specific site conditions (e.g., distance to nearest suitable habitat and
presence of burrows within that habitat) in coordination with the
Wildlife Agencies. Active relocation and eviction/passive relocation
requires the preservation and maintenance of suitable burrowing owl
habitat determined through coordination with CDFW.

4. Any materials on-site during construction shall be made unsuitable for

burrowing owl occupation by various methods, including capping
open pipes or other materials that could attract burrowing owils.

If an occupied burrow or burrowing owl is found within the Project site,
site activities will cease and the Project proponent shall coordinate
with CDFW.

MM BIO-8: Coastal Cadlifornia Gnatcatcher. Measures that shall be
implemented during the Project construction to avoid and/or minimize
direct take of coastal California gnatcatcher include:
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1.

All brushing, grading, or excavation taking place adjacent to
occupied habitat of the coastal California gnatcatcher (defined as
within 500 feet of any gnatcatcher sightings [USFWS 2007]) shall be
conducted from September 1 through February 14, which is outside
the coastal California gnatcatcher breeding season.

When conducting any other construction activities during the coastal
California gnatcatcher breeding season of February 15 through
August 30, adjacent to habitat in which coastal California
gnatcatcher are known to occur or have PTO (within 500 feet of
suitable scrub habitat), the following avoidance measures shall apply:

A USFWS-permitted biologist shall survey for coastal California
gnatcatcher within 10 calendar days prior to initiating activities in an
area. If coastal California gnatcatcher are present, but not nesting, a
USFWS permittee biologist shall survey for nesting coastal California
gnatcatcher approximately once per week within 500 feet of the
construction area, where accessible, for the duration of the activity in
that area during the breeding season. The standard California
gnatcatcher survey protocol shall be followed for all surveys.

If an active nest is located, a 500-foot no-construction buffer shall be
established around each nest site; however, there may be a
reduction of this buffer zone depending on site-specific conditions
such as topography, line-of-sight to the nest, or the existing ambient
level of activity at the discretion of the Qualified Biologist. No
construction shall take place within this buffer until the nestis no longer
active.

MM BIO-9: Nesting Bird Pre-construction Surveys. A pre-disturbance nesting

bird survey for active bird nests shall be conducted by a Qualified
Biologist no more than 3 days prior to the start of any Project activities
that shall take place during the bird nesting season (February 1 through
August 31). Surveys shall follow USFWS and CDFW guidance and/or
protocols, as applicable. If ground-disturbing activities were initiated
prior to, and continue into, the bird nesting season without a break in
activity of more than one week, no nesting bird survey is necessary. If no
active nests or nesting birds are identified during the pre-disturbance
survey, then ground-disturbing activities may proceed, and no further
mitigation measures shall be required for nesting birds.
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If active nests are identified, the following shall be included as part of
the pre-disturbance active bird nest survey results report.

Active bird nest(s) shall be avoided by establishing a minimum 250-foot
non-disturbance buffer around it, a minimum 500-foot non-disturbance
buffer around any active non-listed raptor nest(s) or any federal or State-
listed passerine species, or a minimum 0.5-mile non-disturbance buffer
around any federal or State-listed raptor nest(s) until the breeding
season has ended. Non-disturbance buffers can be removed when a
Qualified Biologist has determined that the birds have fledged, are no
longer reliant on the nest or parental care for survival and adult birds are
no longer occupying the nest, or the nest is no longer active (e.g.,
failed). Reduced non-disturbance buffers may be implemented if a
Qualified Biologist concludes that work within the buffer area shall not
be likely to cause nest avoidance or abandonment (e.g., when the
disturbance area is concealed from a nest site by topography, when
work activities shall have a limited duration within the buffer area, or
when the species has been known to ftolerate higher levels of
disturbance). If reduced non-disturbance buffers are implemented, a
Qualified Biologist shall monitor the active nest(s) before and during
construction to establish a baseline for nest behavior and determine
whether construction activities are adversely affecting the nest. The pre-
disturbance monitoring of the nest site shall occur on at least two
occasions of at least one hour each during anticipated work hours prior
to construction to establish a behavioral baseline. The monitoring during
construction shall be within the buffer area to detect behavioral
changes of the birds because of the Project (e.g., adults flushed off the
nest) that could lead to nest abandonment. If behavioral changes are
observed, the work causing that change shall cease within the buffer
area until the nest has fledged oris determined by the Qualified Biologist
to no longer be active. The Qualified Biologist shall have the authority to
halt or redirect construction activities to protect nesting birds from
Project activities. Any reduction of buffer areas for State or federal listed
species during the nesting season must be authorized by CDFW and/or
USFWS.

MM BIO-10: San Diego Woodrat Avoidance. The Project site contains suitable
scrub habitat for San Diego woodrat. Middens (nests) are large nests or
dens made of woody debris, such as sticks, dead cacti, and bark. San
Diego woodrat may be present at the Project site and any observed
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middens shall be treated as potentially sensitive. Within 30 days of initial
site disturbance, a pre-construction survey shall be conducted for
woodrat middens. All occupied woodrat middens shall be mapped and
flagged for avoidance to the extent feasible, with a minimum of 10 feet
surrounding the active midden. If avoidance is not feasible, middens
shall be disturbed (“daylighted”) by a Qualified Biologist one night
before anticipated vegetation removal to allow for the rats to escape
and passively relocate prior to disturbance of the area.

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive
natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or
by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

Less than Significant. The riparian corridor of an unnamed drainage is
located approximately 260 feet north of the well sites. No work is planned within
this or any other riparian areas, and no alterations to those areas would occur. As
per the August 2025 survey (see Appendix D), El Escorpion Creek, which contains
wooded riparian vegetation, is within the 300-foot survey area. In addition, two
potential blueline streams within _the Project area were identified by visible
flowlines, but no riparian vegetation was present. Additionally, no sensitive natural
communities occur or would be adversely affected by the Project. The proposed
Project would not have any adverse effects on any riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural community. As per Section 4.10, Hydrology and Water Quality,
no work is planned within _any waterway and no alterations to _any natural
drainages or streams would occur. Impacts would be less than significant.

¢c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?

Less than Significant. One potentially jurisdictional wetland occurs
approximately 260 feet north of the Project site. No work is planned within the
potentially jurisdictional wetland or any other protected wetland areas, and no
alterations to those areas would occur. The proposed Project would not have
adverse effects on state or federally protected wetlands. Therefore, this impact
would be less than significant.
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d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory
fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

Less than Significant. The proposed Project would not have an effect on
localized wildlife movement as temporary P&A and decommissioning activities
would be temporary, occurring for approximately eight weeks and would only
disturb approximately three acres within the Project site. The proposed Project
would not have the potential to create habitat fragmentation in the region or
substantially impact wildlife movement. Therefore, this impact would be less than
significant.

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources,
such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance?

Less than Significant. The proposed Project is not anficipated to result in
impacts to protected ftrees. If protected trees are observed on-site,
implementation of the Project’s BMPs outlined in Section 2.4 would ensure impacts
remain less than significant.

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or State
habitat conservation plan?

Less than Significant. The Project falls withing the Santa Susan
Mountains/Simi Hills SEA. The northern part of the site is within Incorporated City
lands, thus are not subjected to SEA Ordinances; however, the western part of the
Project site (which encompasses parts the access roads) does fall within the City
of Los Angeles boundaries, thus SEA Ordinances do apply. Los Angeles County
Code Chapter 22.158 requires a Conditional Use Permit for development in SEAs,
but exempts the maintenance, minor additions, or changes to legally established
development if these changes do not expand the previously approved
development footprint. The Project involves the P&A and decommissioning of well
sites and would not expand the development footprint of the wells. Accordingly,
the Project would be exempt from securing a Conditional Use Permit from the
County. Accordingly, the Project would not conflict with the provisions of a
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other
approved local, regional, or State habitat conservation plan. This impact would
be less than significant.
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4.4 4 Mitigation Measures

Implementation of the following mitigation measures would reduce the
potential for biological resource impacts to less than significant:

e BIO-1: Pre-disturbance Biological Survey Report

e BIO-2: Worker Environmental Awareness Training

e BIO-3: Sensitive Plant Species Avoidance

e BIO-4: Crotch's Bumble Bee Surveys and Avoidance

e BIO-5: California Red-Legged Frog Surveys and Avoidance

e BIO-6: Sensitive Reptile Species Avoidance

e BIO-7: Burrowing Owl Surveys and Avoidance

e BIO-8: Coastal California Gnatcatcher Surveys and Avoidance
e BIO-9: Nesting Bird Pre-construction Surveys

e BIO-10: San Diego Woodrat Avoidance
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4.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES

Pofentially LE55Than | < Than
CU!.TURAL RESOURCES — Would the Significant Slgmflcani Significant No
Project: Impact with Imoact Impact
P Mitigation P

a) Cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of a
historical resource pursuant to §
15064.52

b) Cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of an
archaeological resource pursuant
to § 15064.52

c) Disturb any human remains,
including those interred outside of
formal cemeteries?

4.5.1 Environmental Setting

Los Angeles County contains numerous historical resources, including the
remnants of vast ranchos, routes of early explorers, historic railroad lines, and
influences from Spanish, Mexican, and Anglo-American immigrants (County of Los
Angeles 2022). Several areas throughout Los Angeles contain archaeological
resources. In Los Angeles County, archaeological resources originating from the
indigenous Chumash Nation and Gabrielino/Tongva Nation are present (County
of Los Angeles 2022).

Rincon Consultants, Inc. (Rincon) prepared a Cultural Resources Desktop
Survey4 in April 2024 which included archival records search and review of the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), the California Register of Historical
Resources (CRHR), the California Historical Landmarks list, and the Built
Environment Resources Directory, as well as its predecessor the California State
Historic Property Data File. Additionally, Rincon reviewed the Archaeological
Determination of Eligibility list.

On March 26, 2024, Rincon completed a California Historical Resources
Information System (CHRIS) records search at the South-Central Coastal
Information Center, which is the official state repository for cultural resources

4 This Survey is confidential and therefore not included for public distribution. Archaeological site locations
are exempt from the California Public Records Act, as specified in Government Code 6254.10, and from
the Freedom of Information Act (Exemption 3), under the legal authority of both the National Historic
Preservation Act (PL 102-574, Section 304[a]) and the Archaeological Resources Protection Act (PL 96-95,
Section ?[q]).
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records and reports for the portion of Los Angeles County in which the Project falls.
The CHRIS records search did not identify any cultural resources within a 0.5-mile
radius of the Project site. The CHRIS records search identified one cultural
resources study encompassing the Project site; 100 percent of the Project site has
been studied and surveyed within the last 42 years.

4.5.2 Regulatory Setting

Federal, state, and local regulations, laws, and policies pertaining to
cultural resources relevant to the Project are included below.

4521 Federal

National Register of Historic Places. Properties which are listed in or have
been formally determined eligible for listing in the NRHP are automatically listed
in the CRHR. The following is therefore presented to provide applicable regulatory
context. The NRHP was authorized by Section 101 of the National Historic
Preservation Act and is the nation’s official list of cultural resources worthy of
preservation. The NRHP recognizes the quality of significance in American, state,
and local history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture is present
in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects.

4522 State

California Register of Historical Resources. The CRHR is an authoritative
listing and guide to be used by state and local agencies, private groups, and
citizens in identifying the existing historical resources of the state and to indicate
which resources deserve to be protected, to the extent prudent and feasible,
from substantial adverse change (Public Resources Code [PRC] Section
5024.1[qa]).

California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5. Section 7050.5 of the
California Health and Safety Code states that in the event of discovery or
recognition of any human remains in any location other than a dedicated
cemetery, there shall be no further excavation or disturbance of the site or any
nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent remains until the Coroner
of the county in which the remains are discovered has determined if the remains
are subject to the Coroner’s authority. If the human remains are of Native
American origin, the Coroner must notify the Native America Heritage
Commission within 24 hours of this identification.

Cadlifornia Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. Section 5097.98 of the
California PRC states that the Native American Heritage Commission, upon
notification of the discovery of Native American human remains, pursuant to
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Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5, shall immediately notify those persons
(i.e., the Most Likely Descendant [MLD]) that it believes to be descended from the
deceased. With permission of the landowner or a designated representative, the
MLD may inspect the remains and any associated cultural materials and make
recommendations for treatment or disposition of the remains and associated
grave goods. The MLD shall provide recommendations or preferences for
treatment of the remains and associated cultural materials within 48 hours of
being granted access to the site.

4523 Locdl

Los Angeles County General Plan 2035. The following General Plan 2035
policy is designed to preserve cultural resources:

e Policy C/NR 14.6: Ensure proper noftification and recovery processes
are carried out for development on or near historic, cultural, and
paleontological resources.

City of Los Angeles Conservation Element. The City’'s Conservation Element
includes the following policy related to archaeological resources (City of Los
Angeles 2001):

e Policy: continue to identify and protect significant archaeological
and paleontological sites and/or resources known to exist or that are
identified during land development, demolition or property
modification activities.

4.5.3 Impact Analysis

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical
resource pursuant to § 15064.5?

No Impact. The well sites are not listed on the NRHP, CRHR, or included as a
local historic site (National Park Service 2024; California Office of Historic
Preservation 2024; County of Los Angeles 2022). Therefore, P&A and
decommissioning of wells would not change the significance of a historical
resource. No impact would occur.

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological
resource pursuant to § 15064.5?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation. The proposed Project involves the P&A
and decommissioning of six well facilities and the leveling and regrading of
approximately 500 feet of El Escorpion Trail to access the well sites. Minimal
ground-disturbing activities associated with grading would be required for the
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proposed Project. Based on previous ground disturbances at the well sites from
previous installations of the wells and vehicle tfravel on the proposed access road,
there is a low likelihood archaeological resources are present at the well sites.
Nonetheless, there is a possibility of encountering previously undiscovered
archaeological resources during P&A and decommissioning activities. MM CUL-1
would provide standard procedures to follow in the event unanticipated
archaeological resources are discovered. With the implementation of MM CUL-1,
the impact would be reduced to a less than significant level.

MM CUL-1: Unanticipated Discovery of Cultural Resources. In the event that
archaeological resources are unexpectedly encountered during
ground-disturbing activities, work within 50 feet of the find shall halt and
an archaeologist meeting the Secretary of the Interior's Professional
Qualifications Standards for Archaeology shall be contacted
immediately to evaluate the resource. If the resource is determined by
the qualified archaeologist to be prehistoric, then a Native American
representative shall also be contacted to participate in the evaluation
of the resource. If the qualified archaeologist and/or Native American
representative determines it to be appropriate, archaeological testing
for CRHR eligibility shall be completed. If the resource proves to be
eligible for the CRHR, and significant impacts to the resource cannot be
avoided via Project redesign, a qualified archaeologist shall prepare a
data recovery plan tailored to the physical nature and characteristics
of the resource, per the requirements of CCR Section 15126.4(b)(3)(C).
The data recovery plan shall identify data recovery excavation
methods, measurable objectives, and data thresholds to reduce any
significant impacts to cultural resources related to the resource. Pursuant
to the data recovery plan, the qualified archaeologist and Native
American representative, as appropriate, shall recover and document
the scientifically consequential information that justifies the resource’s
significance.

c) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal
cemeteries?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation. No human remains are known to be
present in proximity to the well sites. However, the discovery of human remains is
always a possibility during ground-disturbing activities. If human remains are
found, the State of California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 states that
no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has made a
determination of origin and disposition pursuant to PRC Section 5097.98. To further
ensure that appropriate procedures are followed in the event of unanticipated
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discovery of human remains, MM CUL-2 has been developed. With
implementation of MM CUL-2, impacts pertaining to the potential discovery of
human remains would be less than significant because all work would be
temporarily halted if and when such resources were discovered, and all federal,
state, and local guidelines would be adhered to. With implementation of MM
CUL-2, the Project’s impact on human remains would be reduced to a less than
significant level.

MM CUL-2: Unanticipated Discovery of Human Remains. The discovery of
human remains is always a possibility during ground disturbing activities.
If human remains are found, the State of California Health and Safety
Code Section 7050.5 states that no further disturbance shall occur until
the County Coroner has made a determination of origin and disposition
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. In the event of an
unanticipated discovery of human remains, the County Coroner must
be notified immediately. If the human remains are determined to be
prehistoric, the Coroner will notify the Native American Heritage
Commission, which will determine and notify a most likely descendant
(MLD), and as determined by the Native American Heritage Commission
(NAHC) should those findings be determined as Native American in
origin. The MLD shall complete the inspection of the site and provide
recommendations for freatment to the landowner within 48 hours of
being granted access.

4.5.4 Mitigation Measures

Implementation of the following mitigation measures would reduce the
potential for cultural resource impacts to less than significant:

e CUL-T: Unanticipated Discovery of Cultural Resources

e CUL-2: Unanticipated Discovery of Human Remains
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4.6 ENERGY
Potentially s,Luesns.fT:::i Less Than
ENERGY — Would the Project: Significant g . Significant
Impact with Impact Impact
P Mitigation P

a) Result in potentially significant
environmental impact due to
wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary
consumption of energy resources,
during project construction or
operation?

b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or
local plan for renewable energy or
energy efficiency?

4.6.1 Environmental Setting

According to the California Energy Commission, gas consumption in Los
Angeles County in 2022, the most recent year data is available, totaled 2,820
million therms (California Energy Commission 2024). In 2022, approximately 295
million gallons of diesel were used in Los Angeles County (California Energy
Commission 2023).

4.6.2 Regulatory Setting

There are no federal or local laws, regulations, or policies pertaining to
energy that are relevant to the proposed Project. State regulations, laws, and
policies pertaining to energy relevant to the Project are included below.

4.62.1 State

California Code of Regulations Title 13 Section 2449 and 2485. CCR Title 13
Section 2449 sets idling restrictions for construction vehicles. Pursuant to Title 13,
Section 2449, off-road diesel vehicles are not permitted to idle for more than five
minutes. Pursuant to Title 13 Section 2485, diesel-fueled commercial motor
vehicles are not permitted to idle for more than five minutes.

4.6.3 Impact Analysis

a) Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful,
inefficient, or unnecessary consumpltion of energy resources, during project
construction or operation?
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Less than Significant. Energy use during P&A and decommissioning activities
would be temporary in nature, and construction equipment used would be
typical of similar-sized construction projects in the region. Construction
contractors would be required to comply with the provisions of CCR Title 13
Sections 2449 and 2485, which prohibit diesel-fueled commercial motor vehicles
and off-road diesel vehicles from idling for more than five minutes and would
minimize unnecessary fuel consumption. Construction equipment would be
subject to the USEPA Construction Equipment Fuel Efficiency Standard, which
would also minimize inefficient, wasteful, or unnecessary fuel consumption. These
practices would result in efficient use of energy necessary to perform the
temporary eight-week construction period. In the interest of cost-efficiency, the
Project proponent also would not utilize fuel in a manner that is wasteful or
unnecessary. The proposed Project would not require new operations and
maintenance activities or electricity consumption. Therefore, after P&A and
decommissioning activities, the proposed Project would not consume additional
energy resources. Therefore, the Project would not involve the inefficient,
wasteful, and unnecessary use of energy during construction. Impacts would be
less than significant.

b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy
efficiency?

Less Than Significant. Energy would be consumed during the proposed P&A
and decommissioning activities in the form of petroleum-based fuels to power off-
road construction vehicles and equipment on the Project site, and vehicles used
to tfransport materials and construction personnel to and from the Project site.
Energy use during P&A and decommissioning activities would be temporary in
nature, lasting approximately eight weeks. The contractor would be required to
comply with the CCR Title 13 Section 2449 and 2485, which prohibit diesel-fueled
commercial motor vehicles and off-road diesel vehicles from idling for more than
five minutes and would minimize unnecessary fuel consumption. Construction
equipment would be subject to CARB diesel rules which include the use of energy
efficient construction equipment. The proposed Project would comply with
regulations infended to promote energy efficiency and would be consistent with
state regulations related to energy efficiency. Therefore, thisimpact would be less
than significant.

4.6.4 Mitigation Measures

The proposed Project would not result in significant impacts on energy;
therefore, no mitigation is required.

- 4-48 -



Permanent Sealing of Orphan Wells in Canoga Park
FINAL Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

4.7 GEOLOGY AND SOILS

Potentiall
GEOLOGY AND SOILS - Would the otentially
e Significant
Project:
Impact

a) a) Directly or indirectly cause
potential substantial adverse
effects, including the risk of loss,
injury, or death involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake
fault, as delineated on the most
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake
Fault Zoning Map issued by the
State Geologist for the area or
based on other substantial
evidence of a known fault? Refer
to Division of Mines and Geology
Special Publication 42.

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?

i) Seismic-related ground failure,
including liquefaction?

iv) Landslides?

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or
the loss of topsoil?

c) Be located on a geologic unit or
soil that is unstable, or that would
become unstable as a result of
the project, and potentially result
in on- or off-site landslide, lateral
spreading, subsidence,
liguefaction or collapse?

d) Be located on expansive soil, as
defined in Table 18-1-B of the
Uniform Building Code (1994),
creating substantial direct or
indirect risks to life or property?

e) Have soils incapable of
adequately supporting the use of
septic tanks or alternative waste
water disposal systems where
sewers are not available for the
disposal of waste water?
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Less Than

GEOLOGY AND SOILS - Would the Potentially g0 nificant L85 Than No
e Significant . Significant
Project: Impact with Imoact Impact
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f) Directly orindirectly destroy a
unique paleontological resource
or site or unique geologic
featuree

4.7.1 Environmental Setting

The well sites are situated within the northwest and northeast portion of the
Transverse Ranges geomorphic province in Southern California (California
Geologic Survey 2002). The Transverse Ranges geomorphic province are
characterized by east-west trending series of steep mountain ranges and valleys
to include San Miguel, Santa Rosa, and Santa Cruz islands. The eastern extension
of the Transverse Ranges, the San Bernardino Mountains, has been displaced to
the south along the San Andreas Fault. As a result of the north-south compression
along these geomorphic provinces, this is one of the most rapidly rising regions on
earth. According to the USGS, faults near the well sites include the Northridge Hills
Fault located approximately 5.5 miles northeast of the well sites, the Mission Hills
Fault located approximately seven miles northeast of the well sites, and the Santa
Susana Fault located approximately 8.5 miles northeast of the well sites (USGS
2024). According to the DOC, the Project site is within landslide and liquefaction
hazard areas (DOC 2021).

The Project area is underlain by Balcom and Gaviota series soils (United
States Department of Agriculture 2024). The geology of the region was mapped
by Dibblee and Ehrenspeck (1992) and Bedrossian et al. (2012), who identified
two geologic units within the well sites, Quaternary young alluvial fan deposits and
Monterey Formation.

4.7.2 Regulatory Setting

Federal, state, and local regulations, laws, and policies pertaining to
geology and soils relevant to the Project are included below.

4.7.2.1 Federal

Uniform Building Code. The Uniform Building Code was first published in 1927
by the International Council of Building Officials, a non-governmental
organization. It was intended to promote public safety and provided
standardized requirements for safe construction. Updated editions of the code
were published every three years until 1997, which was the final version of the
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code. Since that time, the Uniform Building Code, published by the Internation
Code Council since 1997, has been adopted by many jurisdictions, including the
State of California, in their building codes.

Clean Water Act. The CWA (33 USC Section 1251 et seq.), formerly the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1972, was enacted with the intent of
restoring and maintaining the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the
waters of the United States. Several provisions of the CWA regulate activities that
could affect soil erosion and chemical composition of water. The CWA requires
states to set standards to protect, maintain, and restore water quality through the
regulation of point source and certain non-point source discharges to surface
water. Those discharges are regulated by the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit process (CWA Section 402). Projects that
disturb one or more acres of land are required to obtain NPDES coverage under
the NPDES General Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with
Construction and Land Disturbance Activities (General Permit). Construction
General Permits are implemented and enforced by the California Water
Resources Control Board under Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ. The General Permit
requires the development and implementation of a Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP), which includes BMPs to protect storm water runoff.

Requirements of the federal CWA and associated SWPPP requirements are
described in further detail in Section 4.10, Hydrology and Water Quality.

Earthquake Hazards Reduction Act. The National Earthquake Hazards
Reduction Program was established by the U.S. Congress when it passed the
Earthquake Hazards Reduction Act of 1977, Public Law (P.L.) 95— 124. At the time
of its creation, Congress’ stated purpose for the National Earthquake Hazards
Reduction Program was “to reduce the risks of life and property from future
earthquakes in the United States through the establishment and maintenance of
an effective earthquake hazards reduction program.” Congress recognized that
earthquake-related losses could be reduced through improved design and
construction methods and practices, land use controls and redevelopment,
prediction techniques and early-warning systems, coordinated emergency
preparedness plans, and public education and involvement programs.

Oil and Gas Pipelines. The Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety
Administration, under the United States Department of Transportation s
responsible for regulating and ensuring the safe and secure movement of
hazardous materials to industry and consumers by all modes of transportation,
including pipelines. The Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration’s
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Office of Pipeline Safety administers the United States Department of
Transportation’s national regulatory program to assure the safe transportation of
natural gas, petroleum, and other hazardous materials by pipeline. The Office of
Pipeline Safety develops regulations and other approaches to risk management
to ensure safety in design, construction, testing, operation, maintenance, and spill
response planning of pipeline facilities. Pipeline safety regulations are listed in the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 49 Parts 190 to 199.

4722 State

Seismic Hazards Mapping Act of 1990. In accordance with PRC, Chapter
7.8, Division 2, the DOC, Division of Mines and Geology (now California Geological
Survey) is directed to delineate Seismic Hazard Zones through the Seismic Hazards
Zonation Program. The purpose of the Act is to reduce the threat to public health
and safety and to minimize the loss of life and property by identifying and
mitigating seismic hazards, such as those associated with strong ground shaking,
liguefaction, landslides, other ground failures, or other hazards caused by
earthquakes. Cities, counties, and state agencies are directed to use seismic
hazard zone maps developed by California Geological Survey in their land-use
planning and permitting processes.

Cadlifornia Building Code. The State of California provides minimum
standards for building design and construction relating to fire and life safety,
structural safety, and access compliance through the California Building Code
(CBC), CCR, Title 24. CBC provisions provide minimum standards to safeguard life
or limb, health, property, and public welfare by regulating and controlling the
design, construction, quality of materials, use and occupancy, location, and
maintenance of all buildings and structures and certain equipment. The CBC
incorporates by adoption the 2012 International Building Code of the
International Code Council.

Among other provisions, the CBC requires that a grading permit be issued
by applicable local land use authorities if more than 50 cubic yards of soil are
moved during the implementation of a project, and Chapter 16 (Structural
Design) of the code describes seismic load calculation and design.

California Public Resources Code. Section 5097.5 of the PRC states:

No person shall knowingly and willfully excavate upon, or remove,
destroy, injure or deface any historic or prehistoric ruins, burial
grounds, archaeological or vertebrate paleontological site,
including fossilized footprints, inscriptions made by human agency,
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or any other archaeological, paleontological or historical feature,
sifuated on public lands, except with the express permission of the
public agency having jurisdiction over such lands. Violation of this
section is a misdemeanor.

Here “public lands” means those owned by, or under the jurisdiction of, the
State or any City, County, District, authority, or public corporation, or any agency
thereof. Consequently, public agencies are required to comply with PRC Section
5097.5 for their own activities, including construction and maintenance and for
permit actions (e.g., encroachment permits) undertaken by others.

Underground Injection Control Program. In California, wells that inject fluids
associated with oil and natural gas production operations (Class Il injection wells)
also are regulated by CalGEM under its Underground Injection Control (UIC)
Program. Injection operations regulated under the UIC Program include
enhanced oil recovery through waterflood, steamflood, and cyclic steam wells,
produced water disposal, and gas storage. CalGEM is authorized to regulate
Class Il injection wells under EPA oversight, pursuant to the 1982 primacy
agreement between the EPA and CalGEM under the Federal Safe Drinking Water
Act (SDWA). The requirements of CalGEM’s UIC Program are found in the PRC, the
SDWA, and in the state and federal regulations. The main features of the UIC
Program include permitting, inspection, enforcement, mechanical integrity
testing, P&A oversight, data management, and public outreach. It is CalGEM's
intent that the UIC Program will be administered consistently in each of CalGEM’s
six districts.

4723 Locdl

Los Angeles County General Plan 2035. The following General Plan 2035
policies are designed to minimize risk of injury and damage due to seismic and
geotechnical hazards.

e Policy S 1.3: Require developments to mitigate geotechnical hazards,
such as soil instability and landslides, in Hillside Management Areas
through siting and development standards.

e Policy C/NR 14.1: Mitigate all impacts from new development on or
adjacent to historic, cultural, and paleontological resources to the
greatest extent feasible.

e Policy C/NR 14.6: Ensure proper notification and recovery processes
are carried out for development on or near historic, cultural, and
paleontological resources.
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City of Los Angeles Conservation Element. The City’'s Conservation Element
includes the following policy related to paleontological resources (City of Los
Angeles 2001):

e Policy: continue to identify and protect significant archaeological
and paleontological sites and/or resources known to exist or that are
identified during land development, demolition or property
modification activities.

4.7.3 Impact Analysis

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the
risk of loss, injury, or death involving:

i. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State
Geologist for the area or based on other substantial evidence of a
known faulte Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special
Publication 42.

No Impact. The well sites do not overlie a known or mapped earthquake
fault. Therefore, the proposed Project would not use potential substantial adverse
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving rupture of a known
earthquake fault. No impact would occur.

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the
risk of loss, injury, or death involving:

i. Strong seismic ground shaking?
ii.  Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?
iv. Landslides?

Less Than Significant. As described in Section 4.7.1, the well sites are
surrounded by fault zones and are within landslide and liquefaction hazard areas
(DOC 2021). Collectively, the wells are subject to seismic hazards including strong
seismic ground shaking, liquefaction, and landslides. However, the proposed
Project would not construct habitable development. Once complete, the
proposed Project would minimize the potential for soil and groundwater pollution
due to inadvertent leaks from the orphan wells consistent with the California
Phase-1 State Permanent Sealing of Orphan Wells expenditure plan. Following
P&A and decommissioning activities, anticipated to eight weeks, the wells would
not require personnel to tfravel to the well sites. Accordingly, the proposed Project
would not result in the risk of loss, injury, or death involving fault rupture, seismic
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ground shaking, liquefaction, or landslides. Therefore, this impact would be less
than significant.

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

Less than Significant. Project construction would include up fo
approximately three acres of ground disturbance during construction activities.
After site grading at each well site is completed, the soil would be immediately
compacted to stabilize the soil surface prior to P&A, which would reduce the
potential for erosion of the disturbed soil. Topsoil removed during grading would
be placed on top of areas disturbed by grading activities to stimulate vegetation
growth in the areas surrounding each well pad which would help to stabilize the
soil from erosion. Additionally, implementation of a SWPPP would ensure erosion
and sediment control BMPs would be implemented during P&A and
decommissioning activities. Therefore, this impact would be less than significant.

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become
unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

Less than Significant. As stated in Threshold 4.7(a) and 4.7(d), the well sites
are within liquefaction and landslide hazard areas and are underlain by
expansive soils and therefore could be subject to hazards associated with
unstable geologic units and soils. However, because Project activities involve
minor surface grading and excavation, resulting soil work would not cause soil
within the well locations to become unstable. The proposed Project would not
result in deep excavations or other activities which could exacerbate existing
geologic hazards. Therefore, this impact would be less than significant.

d) Belocated on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building
Code (1994), creating substantial direct or indirect risk to life or property?

Less than Significant. Expansive soils are soils with high shrink-swell potential.
The shrink-swell potential is low if the soil has a linear extensibility of less than three
percent (United States Department of Agriculture 2017). The Balcom soils
underlying the Project area have a linear extensibility rating of 4.1 and are
therefore considered expansive soils. However, the proposed Project would not
construct new development, but rather would plug, abandon, and
decommission existing orphan wells. No habitable development is included as
part of the proposed Project. Therefore, the proposed Project would not create a
substantial direct or indirect risk to life or property due to expansive soils. This
impact would be less than significant.
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e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or
alternative waste water disposal systems where sewers are not available for
the disposal of waste water?

No Impact. The proposed Project does not involve the use of septic tanks
or alternative wastewater disposal systems. Therefore, no impact would occur.

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or
unique geologic feature?

Less than Significant. An analysis by CalGEM evaluated the paleontological
sensitivity of the geologic units that underlie the Project area to assess the Project’s
potential for significant impacts to scientifically important paleontological
resources. The analysis was based on the results of a review of existing information
in the scientific literature regarding known fossils within geologic units mapped at
the Project site. According to the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology (SVP 2010)
classification system, geologic units can be assigned a high, low, undetermined,
or no potential for containing scientifically significant nonrenewable
paleontological resources. Following the literature review, a paleontological
sensitivity classification was assigned to each geologic unit mapped within the
Project area. This criterion is based on rock units within which vertebrate or
significant invertebrate fossils have been determined by previous studies to be
present or likely to be present. The potential for impacts to significant
paleontological resources is based on the potential for ground disturbance to
directly impact paleontologically sensitive geologic unifs.

Quaternary young alluvial fan deposits underlie the lower-lying areas of the
Project areaq, including the portion of El Escorpion Trail that would be widened.
Quaternary young alluvial fan deposits consist of loose to moderately
consolidated sand and clay that is Holocene in age (Bedrossian and Roffers 2012).
Holocene-aged sediments are generally considered too young (i.e., less than
5,000 years old) to preserve paleontological resources (SVP 2010). Therefore,
Quaternary young alluvial fan deposits have low paleontological sensitivity.

The Monterey Formation underlies the sloped areas in and around the
Project area and may occur at depths as little as one foot below the surface in
areas mapped as Quaternary young alluvial fan deposits. The Monterey
Formation consists for gray-brown; white-weathering; thin-bedded; siliceous,
diatomaceous, or cherty shale that is Miocene in age (Dibblee and Ehrenspeck
1992). The Monterey Formation has produced numerous paleontological
resources in southern California, including whales (Cetacea), seals (Pinnipedia),
birds (Aves), sharks (Chondrichthyes), ray-finned fish (Actinopterygii), and
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invertebrates (Paleobiology Database 2024; Tweet et al. 2014). Given this fossil-
producing history, the Monterey Formation has high paleontological sensitivity.

The Project site is underlain by Quaternary young alluvial fan deposits and
the Monterey Formation, which have low and high paleontological sensitivity,
respectively. Above-ground activities associated with the P&A and
decommissioning of well and tank infrastructure do not pose a risk to
paleontological resources. Removal of below-ground infrastructure is expected
to reach up to 10 feet below the surface, but these activities would only impact
previously disturbed sediments which are not paleontologically sensitive. Grading
associated with access roads to the individual wells and the widening of El
Escorpion Trail would reach 6-12 inches below the surface. The well sites are
previously disturbed, so this activity is not anticipated to significantly impact
paleontological resources. Given the previous development of the well sites, it is
likely that the entire Project site is disturbed down to at least this depth. Therefore,
impacts to paleontological resources would be less than significant.

4.7.4 Mitigation Measures

The Project would not result in significant impacts to geological resources
and soils; therefore, no mitigation is required.
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4.8 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

Less Than

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS - Potentially  gignificant ~ [eSSThan
o Significant . Significant
Would the Project: with Impact
Impact e e Impact
Mitigation

a) Generate greenhouse gas
emissions, either directly or
indirectly, that may have a
significant impact on the
environment?

b) Conflict with an applicable plan,
policy or regulation adopted for
the purpose of reducing the
emissions of greenhouse gases?

4.8.1 Environmental Setting

Climate change is the observed increase in the average temperature of
the Earth’'s atmosphere and oceans along with other substantial changes in
climate (such as wind patterns, precipitation, and storms) over an extended
period of fime. Climate change is the result of numerous, cumulative sources of
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions contributing to the “greenhouse effect,” a
natural occurrence which takes place in Earth’s atmosphere and helps regulate
the temperature of the planet. The majority of radiation from the sun hits Earth’s
surface and warms it. The surface, in turn, radiates heat back towards the
atmosphere in the form of infrared radiation. Gases and clouds in the atmosphere
trap and prevent some of this heat from escaping into space and re-radiate it in
all directions.

GHG emissions occur both naturally and from human activities, such as
fossil fuel burning, decomposition of landfill wastes, raising livestock, deforestation,
and some agricultural practices. GHGs produced by human activities include
carbon dioxide (CO2), CH4, nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons,
and sulfur hexafluoride. Different types of GHGs have varying global warming
potentials (GWP). The GWP of a GHG is the potential of a gas or aerosol to trap
heat in the atmosphere over a specified timescale (generally, 100 years).
Because GHGs absorb different amounts of heat, a common reference gas (CO»)
is used to relate the amount of heat absorbed to the amount of the gas emitted,
referred to as “carbon dioxide equivalent” (CO2¢e), which is the amount of a
specific GHG emitted multiplied by its GWP. CO2 has a 100-year GWP of one. By
contrast, CH4 has a GWP of 30, meaning its global warming effect is 30 times
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greater than CO2 on a molecule per molecule basis (Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change [IPCC] 2021).

The United Nations IPCC expressed that the rise and continued growth of
atmospheric CO2 concentrations is unequivocally due fo human activities in the
IPCC's Sixth Assessment Report (2021). Human influence has warmed the
atmosphere, ocean, and land, which has led the climate to warm at an
unprecedented rate in the last 2,000 years. It is estimated that between the period
of 1850 through 2019, that a total of 2,390 gigatons of anthropogenic CO; was
emitted. It is likely that anthropogenic activities have increased the global surface
temperature by approximately 1.07 degrees Celsius between the years 2010
through 2019 (IPCC 2021). Emissions resulting from human activities are thereby
contributing to an average increase in Earth's temperature. Potential climate
change impacts in California may include loss of snowpack, sea level rise, more
extreme heat days per year, more high Os days, more large forest fires, and more
drought years (California Natural Resources Agency 2019).

4.8.1.1 Significance Thresholds

The majority of individual projects do not generate sufficient GHG emissions
to directly influence climate change. However, physical changes caused by a
project can contribute incrementally to cumulative effects that are significant,
even if individual changes resulting from a project are limited. The issue of climate
change typically involves an analysis of whether a project’s contribution tfowards
an impact would be cumulatively considerable. “Cumulatively considerable”
means that the incremental effects of an individual project are significant when
viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, other current projects, and
probable future projects (CEQA Guidelines Section 15064[h][1]).

According to the CEQA Guidelines, projects can tier from a qualified GHG
reduction plan, which allows for project-level evaluation of GHG emissions
through the comparison of the proposed Project’'s consistency with the GHG
reduction policies included in a qualified GHG reduction plan. This approach is
considered by the Association of Environmental Professionals in its white paper,
Beyond Newhall and 2020, to be the most defensible approach presently
available under CEQA to determine the significance of a project’'s GHG
emissions.

On April 16, 2024, the County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors
unanimously approved an updated 2045 Climate Action Plan. This plan sets a
goal of reducing GHG emissions in unincorporated Los Angeles County to net zero
by 2045 and includes strategies, measures, and implementing actions related to
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reducing oil and gas operations (County of Los Angeles 2023). While the County
of Los Angeles has other policies and plans to reduce GHG emissions, such as the
General Plan 2035 and the Los Angeles Countywide Sustainability Plan, the
policies included in those plans are not applicable to short-term activities such as
the proposed Project.

The SCAQMD has adopted a numerical significance threshold for assessing
GHG emissions of 10,000 MTCO2e per year for operational emissions, with
construction emissions amortized over 30 years and added to the operational
emissions.

The significance of the proposed Project’s GHG emissions is also evaluated
consistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.4(b) by considering whether the
proposed Project complies with applicable plans, policies, regulations, and
requirements adopted to implement a statewide, regional, or local plan for the
reduction or mitigation of GHG emissions.

Therefore, the significance of the proposed Project’s potential impacts
regarding GHG emissions and climate change is evaluated based on SCAQMD
thresholds and consistency with plans and polices adopted for the purposes of
reducing GHG emissions and mitigating the effects of climate change. The most
directly applicable adopted regulatory plan to reduce GHG emissions is CARB's
2022 Scoping Plan and the County’s 2045 Climate Action Plan.

4.8.2 Requlatory Setting

Federal and state regulations, laws, and policies pertaining to GHG
emissions relevant to the Project are included below. Local regulations related to
GHG emissions are not relevant to the proposed Project.

482.1 Federal

United States Environmental Protection Agency. The United States Supreme
Court determined in Massachusetts et al. v. Environmental Protection Agency et
al. ([2007] 549 U.S. 05-1120) that the United States EPA has the authority to regulate
motor vehicle GHG emissions under the federal Clean Air Act. The EPA issued a
Final Rule for mandatory reporting of GHG emissions in October 2009. This Final
Rule applies to fossil fuel suppliers, industrial gas suppliers, direct GHG emitters,
and manufacturers of heavy-duty and off-road vehicles and vehicle engines and
requires annual reporting of emissions.
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4822 State

Assembly Bill 1279 (The California Climate Cirisis Act). Assembly Bill (AB)
1279, “The California Climate Crisis Act,” was passed on September 16, 2022, and
declares the policy of the State is to achieve net zero GHG emissions as soon as
possible, but no later than 2045, and to achieve and maintain net negative GHG
emissions thereafter. In addition, the bill states the State’s policy is to reduce GHG
emissions by 85 percent below 1990 levels no later than 2045, which means that
California would emit no more than 64.65 million metric tons of CO»e per year by
2045 and would continue to reduce emissions thereafter. In response to AB 1279,
CARB adopted the 2022 Scoping Plan, which lays out a path to achieve the AB
1279 targets. The actions and outcomes in the 2022 Scoping Plan would achieve
significant reductions in fossil fuel combustion by deploying clean technologies
and fuels, further reductions in short-lived climate pollutants, support for
sustainable development, increased action on natural and working lands to
reduce emissions and sequester carbon, and the capture and storage of carbon.

4.8.3 Impact Analysis

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may
have a significant impact on the environment?

Less Than Significant. Since the proposed Project would not include new
operational activity, this analysis does not consider GHG emissions beyond P&A
and decommissioning ‘“construction” activities. P&A and decommissioning
activities would temporarily generate GHG emissions primarily from the use of
construction equipment and transportation to and from the well sites. As shown in
Table 4.8-1, P&A and decommissioning activities would generate 181 metric tons
of COze.> Amortized over a 30-year period pursuant to SCAQMD guidance,
construction associated with the Project would generate approximately six metric
tons of COze per year.

Table 4.8-1. GHG Emissions Generated
During P&A and Decommissioning

Year Emissions (MT of COze)
2024 181
Total 181

5 COz2e is a measure used to compare the emission from various greenhouse gases based on their global
warming potential. It converts amounts of other gases to the equivalent amount of CO2 with the same
global warming potential.
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Year Emissions (MT of COze)
Amortized over 30 Years 6.03

Notes: MT = metric tons; CO2e = carbon dioxide equivalent.
Source: Appendix B.

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose
of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases?

Less Than Significant. Plans and policies have been adopted to reduce
GHG emissions in the Southern California region, including CARB’s 2022 Scoping
Plan and the County’s 2045 Climate Action Plan. The following 2022 Scoping Plan
goal applies to the proposed Project (CARB 2022a):

2022 Scoping Plan Goal: Support climate adaptation and biodiversity
that includes protection of the state’s water supply, water quality, and
infrastructure to achieve carbon neutrality as soon as possible.

The 2022 Scoping Plan’s goals and policies are concentrated on building
decarbonization, transportation electrification, and vehicle miles traveled (VMT)
reduction and therefore are not applicable to the proposed Project (CARB
2022b). The proposed Project would plug and abandon six existing orphan wells,
thereby reducing the potential for residual hazardous materials to contaminate
groundwater. Therefore, the proposed Project would improve the protection of
the state'’s water supply and water quality, consistent with the 2022 Scoping Plan
goal. Although the proposed Project would temporarily generate GHG emissions
during P&A and decommissioning activities, the proposed Project would
ultimately be consistent with the applicable goal of the 2022 Scoping Plan.

The following 2045 Climate Action Plan strategies, measures, and
implementing actions are applicable to the proposed Project (County of Los
Angeles 2023):

Strategy 1: Decarbonize the Energy Supply.
Measure ES1: Develop a Sunset Strategy for All Oil and Gas Operations.

Implementing Action ES1.1: Collaborate with other local jurisdictions and
utilities to develop a sunset strategy for all oil and gas operations that
prioritizes disproportionately affected communities. Develop an ordinance.

The proposed Project involves the P&A and decommissioning of six orphan
wells. Completing the proposed Project would support the County’s vision of
reducing reliance on oil and gas operations. In addition, the proposed Project
would minimize the potential for the orphan wells to contaminate soils or
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groundwater proximate to existing residences. Therefore, the proposed Project
would be consistent with the County’s 2045 Climate Action Plan.

The proposed Project would not conflict with any applicable plans, policies,
or regulations to reduce GHG emissions. Therefore, impacts related to GHG
emissions would be less than significant.

4.8.4 Mitigation Measures

The proposed Project would not result in significant impacts related to GHG
emissions; therefore, no mitigation is required.
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4.9 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS ';‘”:222'2;
MATERIALS — Would the Project: g
Impact

a) Create asignificant hazard to
the public or the environment
through the routine transport,
use, or disposal of hazardous
materialse

b) Create a significant hazard to
the public or the environment
through reasonably
foreseeable upset and
accident conditions involving
the release of hazardous
materials into the
environment?e

c) Emit hazardous emissions or
handle hazardous or acutely
hazardous materials,
substances, or waste within
one-quarter mile of an existing
or proposed school?

d) Be located on a site which is
included on a list of hazardous
materials sites compiled
pursuant to Government
Code section 65962.5 and, as
a result, would it create a
significant hazard to the
public or the environment?

e) For a project located within
an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not
been adopted, within two
miles of a public airport or
public use airport, would the
project result in a safety
hazard or excessive noise for
people residing or working in
the project area?
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Less Than

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS eotentialy  significant  $SS2TRIM - No
MATERIALS — Would the Project: J with g Impact
Impact xe e Impact
Mitigation

f) Impairimplementation of or
physically interfere with an
adopted emergency
response plan or emergency
evacuation plan?

g) Expose people or structures,
either directly or indirectly, to
a significant risk of loss, injury
or death involving wildland
firese

4.9.1 Environmental Setting

The well sites are located within private land in Los Angeles County
surrounded by frails and scattered vegetation and the portion of the access trail
that would be widened/leveled is within the City of Los Angeles in El Escorpion
Park. Existing single-family residences are located approximately 400 feet east of
the Lucky Star 1 well. Hazardous materials brought to the Project site and used as
part of Project activities would include fuels and lubricating oils.

The closest airport to the Project site is Van Nuys Airport is located
approximately 10 miles east of the Project site. The nearest school to the Project
site is West Hills Montessori, located approximately 0.4-mile east of the Project site.

The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) GeoTracker database
and California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) EnviroStor
database do not include any hazardous cleanup sites listed within the Project site
(SWRCB 2024, DTSC 2024). The closest documented hazardous cleanup site to the
Project site is a closed leaking underground storage tank cleanup site, located
approximately 0.9-mile southeast of the Project site (SWRCB 2024).

4.9.2 Regulatory Setting

Federal, state, and local regulations, laws, and policies pertaining to
hazards and hazardous materials relevant to the proposed Project are included
below.

4921 Federal

National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (40 CFR
Section 300). The National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency
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Plan (NCP) was first developed in 1968. The NCP is administered by the EPA. Ifs
purpose is to provide the organizational structure and procedures for preparing
for and responding to discharges of oil and releases of hazardous substances,
pollutants, and contaminants.

It applies to oil discharges into or on navigable waters of the United States
as well as hazardous substance releases into the environment that may present
an imminent or substantial danger to public health or welfare of the United States.
It specifies responsibilities among the federal, state, and local governments and
requires the establishment of federal, regional, and area contingency plans. It
summarizes state and local emergency planning requirements under the
Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA). It also provides the
procedures for undertaking removal actions pursuant to Section 311 of the CWA
and response actions pursuant to Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), which is discussed below.

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (40 CFR Section 240-299). The
federal Toxic Substances Control Act (1976) and the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) of 1976 established a program administered by the EPA for
the regulation of the generation, fransportation, treatment, storage, and disposal
of hazardous waste. RCRA was amended in 1984 by the HSWA, which affirmed
and extended the “cradle to grave” system of regulating hazardous wastes.
Hazardous waste is regulated under the RCRA subtitle C. The RCRA established
the system for controling hazardous waste from its point of origin to its final
disposal, specifically the handling, storage, and disposal requirements. A RCRA
hazardous waste is a waste that appears on one of the four hazardous wastes lists
(F-list, K-list, P-list, or U-list), or exhibits at least one of four characteristics—
ignitability, corrosivity, reactivity, or toxicity. The Hazardous Waste Manifest System
includes a set of forms, reports, and procedures designed to seamlessly frack
hazardous waste from the time it leaves the generator facility where it was
produced, until it reaches the off-site waste management facility that will store,
treat, or dispose of the hazardous waste. Operating records, for example, must
be kept on-site for the duration of the facility’s operation. Recordkeeping and
reporting requirements are found at 40 CFR Part 264 Subpart E and 40 CFR Part
265 Subpart E.

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act/Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act. CERCLA, commonly known
as Superfund, was enacted by Congress on December 11, 1980. This law (USC Title
42, Chapter 103) provides broad federal authority to respond directly to releases
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or threatened releases of hazardous substances that may endanger public health
or the environment. CERCLA establishes requirements concerning closed and
abandoned hazardous waste sites; provides for liability of persons responsible for
releases of hazardous waste at these sites and establishes a trust fund to provide
for cleanup when no responsible party can be identified. CERCLA also enables
the revision of the NCP. The NCP (40 CFR, Part 300) provides the guidelines and
procedures needed to respond to releases and threatened releases of hazardous
substances, pollutants, and/or contaminants. The NCP also established the NPL.
CERCLA was amended by the SARA on October 17, 1986.

Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act. Under the
Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act, or Title Il of the SARA,
the EPA requires local agencies to regulate the storage and handling of
hazardous materials and requires development of a plan to mitigate the release
of hazardous materials. Businesses that handle any of the specified hazardous
materials must submit to government agencies (i.e., fire departments or public
health departments), an inventory of the hazardous materials, an emergency
response plan, and an employee training program. The business plans must
provide a description of the types of hazardous materials/waste on-site and the
location of these materials. The information in the business plan can then be used
in the event of an emergency to determine the appropriate response action, the
need for public notification, and the need for evacuation.

In 1990, Congress passed the Pollution Prevention Act which requires
facilities to report additional data on waste management and source reduction
activities to the EPA under the Toxics Release Inventory Program. The goal of the
Toxics Release Inventory is to provide communities with information about toxic
chemical releases and waste management activities and to support informed
decision making at all levels by industry, government, non-governmental
organizations, and the public.

The Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 (42 USC Section 300f et seq.). The SDWA
regulates the amount of toxic substances in drinking water sources. The SDWA
requires the EPA to develop minimum federal requirements for UIC programs and
other safeguards to protect public health by preventing injection wells from
contaminating underground sources of drinking water. The EPA developed the
UIC Program requirements, but states, territories, and tribes can obtain primary
enforcement responsibility, or primacy. State regulations must be as stringent as
federal requirements but may be more stringent. As discussed in detail in Section

- 467 -



Permanent Sealing of Orphan Wells in Canoga Park
FINAL Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

4.10, Hydrology and Water Quality, the EPA has delegated responsibility to
CalGEM for implementing UIC Program requirements for Class Il wells in California.

Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990: Section 1121 (40 CFR 68). The EPA
requires facilities that handle listed regulated substances to develop Risk
Management Plans (RMP) to prevent accidental releases of these substances.
RMP materials are submitted to both local agencies (generally the fire
department) and the EPA. Stationary sources with more than a threshold quantity
of a regulated substance shall be evaluated to determine the potential for, and
impacts of, accidental releases of that substance. Under certain conditions, the
owner or operator of a stationary source may be required to develop and submit
an RMP. RMPs consist of three main elements: a hazard assessment that includes
an off-site consequence analysis and a five-year accident history; a prevention
program; and an emergency response program.

Hazardous Liquid Pipeline Safety Act. The Hazardous Liquid Pipeline Safety
Act of 1979 and amendments authorize the United States Department of
Transportation to regulate pipeline transportation of hazardous liquids (including
crude oil, petroleum products, anhydrous ammonia, and CO3). The Act provides
advanced safety and environmental protection in pipeline transportation,
increases the transparency of pipeline safety evaluation, and provides funding
for future pipeline safety studies.

Exploration and Production Exemption from RCRA. While RCRA was
enacted to regulate hazardous waste from industrial, commercial, mining,
agricultural, and community activities, certain hazardous wastes which are
exempted from the Subtitle C regulations are regulated under RCRA Subtitle D.
Congress exempted *“drilling fluids, produced waters, and other wastes
associated with the exploration, development, or production of crude oil or
natural gas or geothermal energy” from regulation under RCRA Subtitle C as
hazardous wastes.

The exempted oil and gas wastes are unique because they are generated
in large quantities but are relatively low in toxicity. Produced waters make up
about 98 percent of all oil and gas waste. The exemption only applies to wastes
generated from the exploration, development, and production of oil and gas
associated with primary field operations. Primary field operations include primary,
secondary, and tertiary production of oil or gas.

The Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33 USC 2701 et seq.). Under the authority of
Section 311 of the CWA, the Qil Pollution Act of 1990 prescribes a prevention,
response, liability, and compensation program for oil pollution from vessels,
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offshore facilities, pipelines, and onshore facilities. The Oil Pollution Act requires
contfingency plans be developed and includes reporting requirements to ensure
the earliest possible notice of discharges of oil and hazardous substances and
imminent threats of such discharges to the appropriate state and federal
agencies. The Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (formerly part of
Mineral Management Service), U.S. Coast Guard, and EPA are involved in the
implementation of the Oil Pollution Act. In June of 1996, the EPA issued a Spill
Prevention and Reporting Compliance Guidance Plan Document which
integrated all the various related rules and regulations info one compliance
program.

Hazard Communication, 29 CFR 1910.1200. The purpose of this section is to
ensure that the hazards of all chemicals produced or imported are classified and
that information concerning the classified hazards is transmitted to employers and
employees. The requirements of this section are intended to be consistent with
the provisions of the United Nations Globally Harmonized System of Classification
and Labeling of Chemicals, Revision 3. The transmittal of information is to be
accomplished by means of comprehensive hazard communication programs,
which are to include container labeling and other forms of warning, safety data
sheets and employee training.

4922 State

Emergency Services Act of 2009. Under the Emergency Services Act, the
state developed an emergency response plan to coordinate emergency services
provided by federal, state, and local agencies. Rapid response to incidents
involving hazardous materials or hazardous waste is an important segment of the
plan administered by the California Office of Emergency Services, formerly the
California Emergency Management Agency. The California Office of Emergency
Services is responsible for the coordination of overall state agency response to
major disasters in support of local government. The office is responsible for assuring
the state's readiness to respond to and recover from all hazards — natural,
manmade, war-caused emergencies and disasters — and for assisting local
governments in their emergency preparedness, response, recovery, and hazard
mitigation efforts.

Hazardous Waste Control Act of 1972 (Health and Safety Code, Division 20,
Chapter 6.5). The Hazardous Waste Control Act established the state hazardous
waste management program, which is similar to, but more stringent than RCRA
program requirements. The Hazardous Waste Control Law regulates the
management of hazardous waste under Health and Safety Code, Division 20
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Chapter 6.5. This law defines hazardous wastes and the procedures for the
handling, transportation, and disposal of hazardous waste. The implementing
regulations prescribe management practices for hazardous wastes; establish
permit requirements for hazardous waste treatment, storage, disposal, and
tfransportation; and identify hazardous wastes that cannot be disposed of in
landfills. Hazardous waste is tracked from the point of generation to the point of
disposal or treatment using hazardous waste manifests. The manifests list a
description of the waste, its intended destination, and regulatory information
about the waste. The hazardous waste control program is administered by the
state DTSC and by local Certified Unified Program Agencies.

The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, California Water Code
Section 13300-13999 and Title 23 of the California Administrative Code. This Act is
analogous to the federal CWA and regulates discharges that may affect the
quality of the state’s waters. Unlike the federal CWA, which defines “waters of the
United States” to exclude groundwater, “waters of the State” as defined under
the Porter-Cologne Act include groundwater. The SWRCB and the nine RWQCBs
are responsible for planning, permitting, and enforcement. The SWRCB formulates
policies for water-quality control and implements the required permit system.

The Porter-Cologne Act gives the Los Angeles RWQCB the authority to
regulate discharges of waste to land in Los Angeles County. Driling muds and
boring wastes associated with oil and gas development are currently regulated
under SWRCB General Order 2003-0003-DWQ which addresses low-threat
discharges to land.

AB 1960 Public Resources: Oil Production Facilities and Oil Spills. Under this
bill, CalGEM is required to regulate the minimum facility maintenance standards
for production facilities. The regulations that accompany this bill (14 CCR Section
1722-1777.3) require operators to develop and implement spill contingency plans
where condensate storage volume exceeds 50 barrels or at facilities that produce
at least one barrel per day. The implementing regulations provide specific
requirements for the spill contingency plan that include emergency contacts,
available safety equipment, checklist for spill response, maps of the facility, a list
of chemicals at the facility, containment features, corrosion prevention
techniques, and the sensor and alarm systems.

California Pipeline Safety Act of 1981 (California Government Code Section
51010). This California Pipeline Safety Act gives regulatory jurisdiction to the State
Fire Marshal for the safety of all intrastate hazardous liquid pipelines and oil
interstate pipelines used for the transportation of hazardous or highly volatile liquid
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substances. The law establishes the federal Hazardous Liquid Pipeline Safety Act
(49 USC Section 2001 et seq.) and federal pipeline safety regulations as the
governing rules for intrastate pipelines. This statute also authorizes the State Fire
Marshal by agreement with the United States Secretary of Transportation, to
implement the federal Hazardous Liquid Pipeline Safety Act and federal pipeline
safety regulations as to those portions of interstate pipelines located within the
state. It also establishes civil penalties for violations of the act or its regulations.

4923 Local

Los Angeles County General Plan 2035. The following General Plan 2035
policies are designed to prevent or minimize injury, loss of life, and property
damage due to human-made hazards:

e Policy S 6.1: Assess public health and safety risks associated with
existing oil and gas facilities in the unincorporated Los Angeles
County.

e Policy S 6.3: Support State and federal policies and proposals that
increase funding sources to help plug, abandon, remediate and
revitalize idle and orphaned well sites, and advocate for increased
funding that will provide critical relief to the County and its residents.

County of Los Angeles All-Hazards Mitigation Plan. The All-Hazards
Mitigation Plan assesses risk in Los Angeles County related to climate change,
dam failure, earthquake, flood, landslide, tsunami, and wildfire. The All-Hazards
Mitigation Plan includes evacuation protocols in the event of a natural hazard
(County of Los Angeles 2020q).

City of Los Angeles Safety Element. The City's Safety Element includes the
following policies to minimize the potential for hazards to risk injury, loss of life,
property damage, and the disruption of social and economic life (City of Los
Angeles 2021):

e Policy 1.1.5 Risk Reduction. Reduce potential risk hazards due to
disaster with a focus on protecting the most vulnerable people,
places and systems.

City of Los Angeles Base Emergency Operations Plan. The Base Emergency
Operations Plan delineates the functions, roles, and responsibilities of emergency
response agencies and the overall emergency management system for Los
Angeles. The plan includes designations of agencies responsible for facilitating
emergency evacuation (City of Los Angeles 2023).
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4.9.3 Impact Analysis

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the
routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?

Less than Significant. Construction activities for the Project would involve
storage, transport, use, and disposal of small quantities of hazardous materials,
primarily related to fuel and maintain construction equipment. These small
quantities materials may include gasoline, diesel, hydraulic fluids, concrete, and
solvents all of which are regulated by federal, state, and local laws and
regulations. Improper transport, use, or disposal of these materials could be
considered a potentially significant impact to the public or the environment.
However, the proposed Project would be short term, and the handling of these
materials would be subject to applicable federal and state health and safety
requirements. Construction contractors would be required to prepare a SWPPP
for construction activities according to the NPDES Construction Stormwater
General Permit requirements. The SWPPP would list the hazardous materials
(including petroleum products) proposed for use during construction; describe
spill prevention measures, equipment inspections, and equipment and fuel
storage; protocols for responding immediately to spills; and describe BMPs for
conftrolling site runoff. As such, Project construction would not create a significant
hazard to the public through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials. Therefore, Project impacts would be less than significant.

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through
reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release
of hazardous materials into the environment?

Less than Significant. P&A and decommissioning activities would involve
limited use of hazardous materials such as fuels, oils, and other chemicals.
Potentially hazardous materials removed from the Project area include fuels and
oils. Subsurface pipelines would be cleaned to remove any hydrocarbons and
would be filled with an inert substance (water or nitrogen) with a cap welded on
its end(s). The pipelines would have very little to no gas inside of them since they
would be depressurized. Once complete, the proposed Project would minimize
the potential for soil and groundwater pollution due to inadvertent leaks from the
orphan wells consistent with the California Phase-1 State Permanent Sealing of
Orphan Wells expenditure plan.

The fransportation, use, and storage of hazardous materials would be
carried out in accordance with federal and state regulations and requirements.
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These requirements would ensure proper handling of hazardous materials and
limit the chance of hazardous materials being released into the environment.
Furthermore, as described in Section 2.4, Best Management Practices, CalGEM
would implement a site-specific Health and Safety Plan which would encompass
a comprehensive set of measures, including contingency plans, to ensure the
safety and well-being of the public and the environment during field operations.
This would involve delivering an emergency response plan, outlining procedures
for notification, immediate action, and reporting in the event of an emergency
during State permanent sealing work. As part of this Health and Safety Plan,
CalGEM would prepare a spill contingency plan to ensure appropriate measures
are taken in the event of accidental spills. With compliance with regulatory
measures and implementation of the site-specific Health and Safety Plan, the
proposed Project would not create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions
involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment. Therefore, this
impact would be less than significant.

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous
materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or
proposed school?

Less than Significant. There are no existing or proposed schools within 0.25-
mile of the two well locations. The proposed Project would involve the limited use
of small quantities of hazardous materials such as fuels, oils, driling materials, and
other chemicals. Minor release of TACs would be emitted from the use of diesel
fuel. This impact would be less than significant.

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites
compiled pursuant to Government Code section 65962.5 and, as a result,
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the environment?

No Impact. There are no hazardous material sites within or proximate to the
Project site. The closest documented hazardous cleanup site to the Project site is
a closed leaking underground storage tank cleanup site, located approximately
0.9-mile southeast of the Project site (SWRCB 2024). Furthermore, the proposed
Project does not include new well drilling or other activities that could expose
potential contamination and result in the creation of a hazardous materials site.
Furthermore, once complete the proposed Project would minimize the potential
for soil and groundwater pollution due to inadvertent leaks from the orphan wells
consistent with the California Phase-1 State Permanent Sealing of Orphan Wells
expenditure plan. Therefore, no impact would occur.
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e) For a projectlocated within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has
not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport,
would the project result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people
residing or working in the project area?

No Impact. The closest airport to the Project site is Van Nuys Airport is
located approximately 10 miles east of the Project site. The Project site is located
outside of the noise contours and safety areas of the Van Nuys Airport, as
designated by the Los Angeles County Airport Land Use Commission (Los Angeles
County Airport Land Use Commission 2004). Therefore, the proposed Project
would not result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing or
working in the Project area. No impact would occur.

f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

Less than Significant. No lane or road closures are proposed as a part of the
Project. The proposed Project would not conflict with any of the identified
emergency evacuation or emergency response plans identified in the County of
Los Angeles All-Hazards Mitigation Plan because the Project would not occur on
or proximate to roadways used for substantial evacuation and would otherwise
not impede access to evacuation routes. The Project would not interfere with the
City's Base Emergency Operations Plan because the Project would not include
development that would impede the City’'s ability to facilitate emergency
evacuation. Therefore, the proposed Project would not impair implementation of
or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan. This impact would be less than significant.

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk of
loss, injury or death involving wildland fires?

Less than Significant. According to the California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection’s (CAL FIRE) Fire Hazard Severity Zones Map, the Project site is
located within a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones within both a State
Responsibility Area and Local Responsibility Area (CAL FIRE 2024).

Construction activities would involve the use of fuels for construction
equipment and water would be available during hot work to reduce potential for
fires and other hot-work related issues. All cutting and welding would comply with
California Fire Code 3304.6 and National Fire Protection Association 51B and a Fire
Watch procedure would conform to California Fire Code 3304.5. The Project
proponent would be responsible for maintaining fire extinguishers in accordance
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with California Fire Code 3315 and 9206 as well as providing monitoring and training
to prevent vehicle traffic off roadways to ensure activities do not impact dry brush
and lead to fire. P&A and decommissioning activities would occur in compliance
with applicable PRC and local regulations to minimize fire risk. The Project does
not include the construction of habitable structures. Therefore, the proposed
Project would not expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or
death involving wildland fires. Therefore, this impact would be less than significant.

4.9.4 Mitigation Measures

The proposed Project would not result in significant impacts related to
hazards and hazardous materials; therefore, no mitigation is required.
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4.10 HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

Potentially &3S Than

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY - significant Significant
Would the Project: Impact with

Mitigation

a) Violate any water quality
standards or waste discharge
requirements or otherwise
substantially degrade surface or
groundwater qualitye

b) Substantially decrease
groundwater supplies or
interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge such
that the project may impede
sustainable groundwater
management of the basin?g

c) Substantially alter the existing
drainage pattern of the site or
areq, including through the
alteration of the course of a
stream or river or through the
addition of impervious surfaces,
in a manner which would:

i)  Resultin a substantial
erosion or siltation of on- or
off-site;

i)  Substantially increase the
rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner which
would result in flooding on-
or off-site;

i) Create or contribute runoff
water which would exceed
the capacity of existing or
planned stormwater
drainage systems or provide
substantial additional
sources or polluted runoff; or

iv) Impede orredirect flood
flows?e
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Less Than

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY - Lorerhally g ificant  [essThan g
. Significant . Significant
Would the Project: Impact with Imbact Impact
P Mitigation P

d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or
seiche zones, risk release of
pollutants due to project
inundation?

e) Conflict with or obstruct
implementation of a water
quality control plan or
sustainable groundwater
management plan?

4.10.1 Environmental Setting

According to the FEMA Flood Map, the well sites are within Zone D,
indicating an area with possible but undetermined flood hazard (FEMA 2024). The
well sites are located approximately 260-feet south of Bell Creek (California
Department of Water Resources [DWR] 2024qa).

The Project site is within the Los Angeles River Watershed (Water For LA
County 2024). The Los Angeles River Watershed spans approximately 834 square
miles. The eastern portion spans from the Santa Monica Mountains to the Simi Hills
and in the west from the Santa Susana Mountains to the San Gabriel Mountains.
The watershed encompasses and is shaped by the path of the Los Angeles River,
which flows from its headwaters in the mountains eastward to the northern corner
of Griffith Park. At this point, the channel turns southward through the Glendale
Narrows before it flows across the coastal plain and into San Pedro Bay near Long
Beach (Los Angeles County Department of Public Works 2024).

The Project site does not overlie a groundwater basin (DWR 2024b).

Water necessary during construction of the proposed Project would be
utilized during the P&A phase to water unpaved roads to suppress dust and during
the pipeline decommissioning phase where below-ground pipelines would be
capped and filled with water. Water would also be available during hot work to
reduce potential for fires and other hot work-related issues.

4.10.2 Regulatory Setting

Federal, state, and local regulations, laws, and policies pertaining to
hydrology and water quality relevant to the Project are included below.
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4.10.2.1 Federal

The Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 (42 USC Section 300f et seq.). The SDWA
was originally passed by Congress in 1974 to protect public health by regulating
the nation’s public drinking water supply. The law was amended in 1986 and 1996
and requires many actions to protect drinking water and its sources: rivers, lakes,
reservoirs, springs, and ground water wells. The SDWA authorizes the EPA to set
national health-based standards for drinking water to protect against both
naturally occurring and man-made contaminants that may be found in drinking
water.

The regulations allow for disposal into aquifers that would otherwise meet
the criteria for a USDW if the aquifers are determined to be exempt by the EPA in
accordance with an exemption application and review process (40 CFR 146.4).
For oil and gas production and Class Il well operations, an aquifer may be
designated as “exempted” if it does not currently serve as a source of drinking
water and cannot currently or in the future serve as a source of drinking water
because it is: (1) mineral, hydrocarbon, or geothermal energy producing, or can
be demonstrated to contain commercially producible minerals or hydrocarbons;
(2) situated at a depth or location which makes recovery of water for drinking
water purposes economically or technologically impractical; or (3) so
contaminated that it would be economically or technologically impractical to
render the water fit for human consumption.

In 1983, California was granted primacy to regulate Class Il wells under the
SDWA and must meet federal requirements for the UIC program, including
construction, operating, monitoring and testing, reporting, and closure
requirements for well owners or operators. All UIC injection activity in the state
must be permitted by CalGEM. Class Il well operators must meet well construction
and conversion standards and perform regular testing and inspection to ensure
well integrity. In general, the UIC regulations (40 CFR 146 et seq.) require that
owners and operators of new Class Il injection wells: (1) site wells in locations free
of faults and other adverse geological features; (2) drill to a depth that allows the
injection into formations that do not contain USDWs, or that contain only exempt
aquifers, and that are confined from any other formation that may contain
potential drinking water sources; (3) inject fluids through an internal pipe (tubing)
that is located inside another pipe (casing), with cement placed between the
outside pipe and the well borehole; (4) test well integrity at the time of completion
and at least every five years thereafter; and (5) continuously monitor well integrity.
CalGEM administers the UIC program for Class Il wells in California.
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4,10.2.2 State

Stormwater Discharge Regulations. The SWRCB has adopted a general
NPDES permit for construction activities that disturb more than one acre of land
(Construction General Permit, Order No. 2012-0006-DWQ, NPDES No. CAS000002)
in compliance with the federal CWA. The general permit applies to discharges of
sediment from construction activities associated with oil and gas exploration,
production, processing, or tfreatment operations or transmission facilities. To
comply with the general permit, a Notice of Intention must be filed with the
RWQCB, and a SWPPP must be implemented at the commencement of grading
and remain in effect until construction is completed. Construction-related
pollutants must be controlled with the best available technology economically
achievable and best conventional pollutant control technology (the BAT/BCT
standard). The Construction General Permit also requires effluent monitoring and
reporting, receiving water monitoring and reporting, a rain event action plan,
project area soil characteristics and monitoring, new and redevelopment
performance standards for water quality and hydromodification impacts,
technology-based numeric action levels, and risk-based permitting.

Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act. The Porter-Cologne Water
Quality Control Act (Porter-Cologne Act) authorizes regulation of California water
rights and water quality by the SWRCB. The Porter-Cologne Act also established
nine RWQCBs to ensure that water quality on local/regional levels is maintained.
The Project area is under the jurisdiction of the Los Angeles RWQCB.

California Toxics Rule. In 2000, the EPA promulgated federal water quality
standards for California after previously adopted water quality objectives for toxic
pollutants were overturned in a court proceeding. These federal water quality
standards are known as the California Toxics Rule (CTR) and have since been
incorporated intfo regional basin plans, where applicable. The SWQCB has
adopted a policy implementing the CTR (Resolution 2000-015, as amended by
Resolution 2000-30). The CITR specifies water quality criteria for 128 priority
pollutants based on toxicity to aquatic species, which are used as a basis for the
establishment of effluent limitations in NPDES permits. The CTR is applicable to
surfaced waters only.

Senate Bill 1281, Disclosure of Oil and Gas Water Use and Disposal. Senate
Bill (SB) 1281, effective January 2015, amended Section 3226.3 and 3227 of the
PRC to require that well operators provide CalGEM with quarterly information
regarding the source and disposition of water produced by or used in oil and gas
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production in addifion to existing obligations to report gas and oil production and
produced water informatfion on a monthly basis.

CalGEM and Underground Injection Control. In California, wells that inject
fluids associated with oil and natural gas production operations (Class Il injection
wells) also are regulated by CalGEM under its UIC Program. See Section 4.7,
Geology and Soils.

4.10.2.3 Locdal

Los Angeles County General Plan 2035. The following General Plan 2035
policies are designed to protect useable local surface water resources:

e Policy C/NR 5.6: Minimize point and non-point source water pollution.

e Policy C/NR 6.5: Prevent stormwater infiltration where inappropriate
and unsafe, such as in areas with high seasonal groundwater, on
hazardous slopes, within 100 feet of drinking water wells, and in
contaminated soils.

4.10.3 Impact Analysis

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or
otherwise substantially degrade surface or groundwater quality?

Less than Significant. The Project would include P&A and decommissioning
of six well sites by removing tanks, above-ground pipelines, debris, and other
Project-related facilities and equipment. In addition, the Project would include
minor frail widening and leveling activities. Each well would be cleaned out and
plugged, and the site would be backfilled with soil up to ground level. Bell Creek
is located approximately 260 feet north of the Project site. However, all pollutants
and hazardous materials, including fuels, oils, and lubricants, would be managed
in accordance with federal and state regulations which would be fulfilled through
implementation of a SWPPP during Project activities. The SWPPP would specify the
stormwater monitoring and construction BMPs required to reduce pollutants in
stormwater runoff. Construction BMPs would include, but not be limited to, Erosion
Control BMPs and Sediment Control BMPs designed to minimize erosion and retain
sediment on-site and Good Housekeeping BMPs to prevent spills, leaks, and off-
site discharge of construction debris and waste. With implementation of a SWPPP,
the proposed Project would not violate any water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements or otftherwise substantially degrade surface or
groundwater quality. This impact would be less than significant.
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b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge such that the project may impede sustainable
groundwater management of the basin?

Less than Significant. The Project site does not overlie a groundwater basin
and therefore would not interfere substantially with groundwater recharge. The
proposed Project would include decommissioning and abandoning of six wells
and would not require a minimal amount for cement mixing and soil work and
washing roads with water trucks to suppress dust. Approximately 1,000 gallons per
day would be required. Therefore, the proposed Project would not substantially
decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater
recharge such that the Project may impede sustainable groundwater
management of the basin. This impact would be less than significant.

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including
through the alteration of the course of a stream or river or through the addition
of impervious surfaces, in a manner which would:

i. Resultin a substantial erosion or siltation of on- or off-site?

ii. Substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner
which would result in flooding on- or off-site?

ii. Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of
existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial
additional sources or polluted runoffe

iv. Impede or redirect flood flows?

Less Than Significant. Bell Creek is located approximately 260 feet north of
the well sites. No work is planned within any waterway and no alterations to any
natural drainages or streams would occur. The disturbance area would be limited
to the location of the wells and minor widening and leveling of the existing access
trail. An alternative route for site access was considered but not chosen due to
the proposed work requiring disturbance of a drainage in the area (the Van
Owen route).

As these sites have previously been disturbed and compacted, the Project
would not substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the Project area such
that substantial excess stormwater runoff would occur. No additional roads are
proposed and the existing access road to the Project site would remain unpaved.
As described in Threshold 4.10(a) above, erosion and polluted runoff would be
minimized through implementation of a SWPPP. The proposed Project would not
include additional impervious surfaces which could result in flooding on- or off-
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site. The Project is located outside of the 100-year and 500-year flood hazard
areas. Furthermore, the proposed Project would not include the addition of
impervious surfaces or other features which could impede or redirect flood flows.
Therefore, impacts related to the drainage pattern of the site would be less than
significant.

d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants due to
project inundation?

Less than Significant. The well sites are located approximately 11.3 miles
north of the Pacific Ocean and are therefore not subject to tsunami. No large
bodies of water are proximate to the well sites such that the sites are at risk of
seiche. According to the FEMA Flood Map, the well sites are within Zone D,
indicating an area with possible but undetermined flood hazard (FEMA 2024). The
Project site is located outside of the 100-year and 500-year flood hazard zones
mapped by FEMA. The proposed Project would plug orphan wells and therefore
minimize the potential for pollutants from the existing oil wells to be released in the
event of localized flooding. Therefore, the proposed Project would not risk release
of pollutants due to Project inundation. This impact would be less than significant.

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or
sustainable groundwater management plan?

Less than Significant. The Project site does not overlie a groundwater basin;
therefore, there are no applicable sustainable groundwater management plans
for the proposed Project.

The Basin Plan, published and managed by the Los Angeles RWQCB, is the
water quality control plan applicable to the Project site. The Basin Plan defines
beneficial uses, sets forth water quality objectives, and establishes programs to
manage the quality of surface water and groundwater and achieve those water
quality objectives for protection of beneficial uses. As discussed in Threshold
4.10(a), construction and decommissioning would involve soil disturbing activities
that would effectively be controlled through implementation of erosion control
measures and BMPs as part of the SWPPP and Construction Stormwater General
Permit. Impacts to water quality during Project operation would be effectively
controlled through the proposed retention basin. Consequently, the Project
would not impede beneficial uses identified in the Basin Plan or otherwise conflict
with the Basin Plan. This impact would be less than significant.
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4.10.4 Mitigation Measures

The proposed Project would not result in significant impacts to hydrology
and water quality; therefore, no mitigation is required.
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4.11 LAND USE AND PLANNING

Less Than

LAND USE AND PLANNING - Would the  Lotenfially o ificant  LessThan o
. Significant . Significant
Project: Impact with Imoact Impact
P Mitigation P

a) Physically divide an established
community?

b) Cause a significant environmental
impact due to a conflict with any
land use plan, policy, or regulation
adopted for the purpose of
avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect?

4.11.1 Environmental Setting

The well sites are within unincorporated Los Angeles County, while the
proposed access route is within both unincorporated Los Angeles County and
City of Los Angeles.

4.11.2 Regulatory Setting

There are no relevant federal laws or regulations pertaining to land use and
planning applicable to the Project. State and local laws, regulations, and policies
applicable to land use and planning relevant to the Project are included below.

4.11.2.1 State

The well sites are located within an established oil field. The following
presents Statewide legislation related to oil and gas projects.

Senate Bill 1137. The provisions of SB 1137 (Gonzalez, Chapter 385, Statutes
of 2022) are currently stayed by operation of law pending a vote on areferendum
against that legislation. SB 1137 prohibits the development of new oil and gas wells
or infrastructure in health protection zones, as defined, except for purposes of
public health and safety. The bill requires operators of existing oil and gas wells or
infrastructure within health protection zones to undertake specified monitoring,
public notice, and nuisance requirements. The bill requires CARB to consult and
concur with CalGEM on leak detection and repair plans for these facilities, adopt
regulations as necessary to implement emission detection system standards, and
collaborate with CalGEM on public access to emissions detection data.
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4.11.2.2 Locdl

Los Angeles County Code. Section 22.140.400 of the Los Angeles County
Code states orphan wells are required to be plugged and abandoned, and all
equipment and pipelines not necessary for the operation and maintenance of
other existing wells are required to be removed.

City of Los Angeles Mobility Plan. The City's Mobility Plan contains the
following policy relevant to transportation on trails (City of Los Angeles 2016):

e Policy 1.9: Balance user needs on the City's public recreational trails.

4.11.3 Impact Analysis

a) Physically divide an established community?

Less than Significant. The Project site is located within private land and open
space encompassing a recreational tfrail in El Escorpion Park. Residences are
located approximately 400 feet east of the well sites. The proposed Project would
not include activities, such as construction of roads, that could physically divide
the residential neighborhoods east of the Project site or otherwise physically divide
any other established communities. This impact would be less than significant.

b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any land use
plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating
an environmental effect?

Less than Significant. The proposed Project involves the P&A and
decommissioning of six wells. The Project would be consistent with plans, policies,
and regulations associated with P&A of idle wells in the State of California, the
minor construction impacts (ex. release of criteria pollutants, noise, construction
worker traffic) have been evaluated in this IS/MND. As described throughout this
IS/MND, the proposed Project would have no impact, a less than significant
impact, or a less than significant impact with mitigation incorporated on all
environmental issue areas. Furthermore, once complete the proposed Project
would minimize the potential for soil and groundwater pollution due to
inadvertent leaks from the orphan wells consistent with the California Phase-1
State Permanent Sealing of Orphan Wells expenditure plan and Los Angeles
County Code. Therefore, the Project would not cause a significant environmental
impact due to a conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for
the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect. Impacts would be
less than significant.
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4.11.4 Mitigation Measures

The Project would not result in significant impacts related to land use and
planning; therefore, no mitigation is required.
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4.12 MINERAL RESOURCES

Less Than

MINERAL RESOURCES - Would the Potentially g0 nificant  L8SsThan o
o Significant . Significant
Project: Impact with Imoact Impact
P Mitigation P

a) Resultin the loss of availability of a
known mineral resource that would
be of value to the region and the
residents of the State?

b) Result in the loss of availability of a
locally important mineral resource
recovery site delineated on a local
general plan, specific plan or other
land use plan?

4.12.1 Environmental Setting

The Los Angeles County General Plan 2035 identifies areas of known mineral
resources. The well sites are not in an area of known mineral resources such as
concrete aggregate (County of Los Angeles 2014). However, the well sites are
within the Canoga Park oil field and thus underlie an area which, historically, has
produced ail.

4.12.2 Regulatory Setting

There are no relevant state laws or regulations relevant to mineral resources
applicable to the Project. Federal and local regulations, laws, and policies
pertaining to mineral resources relevant to the Project are included below.

4.12.2.1 Federal

Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975. The Surface Mining and
Reclamation Act of 1975 was mandated in order to identify and protect mineral
resources of statewide or regional significance and ensure that those resources
are available when needed. The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act requires
the State Geologist to classify land into Mineral Resource Zones according to its
known or inferred mineral potential. The primary goal of mineral land classification
is to ensure that the mineral potential of land is recognized by local government
decision makers and considered before land use decisions are made that could
preclude mining.

4.12.2.2 Locdal

Los Angeles County Code. Section 22.140.400 of the Los Angeles County
Code states orphan wells are required to be plugged and abandoned, and all
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equipment and pipelines not necessary for the operation and maintenance of
other existing wells are required to be removed.

4.12.3 Impact Analysis

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of
value to the region and the residents of the State?

No Impact. The proposed Project involves the removal of tanks, above-
ground pipelines, debris, and other Project-related facilities and equipment.
However, the wells are orphan wells which are out of commission and not
currently in extracting oil resources. Accordingly, the P&A of the wells would not
result in the loss of availability of oil in the state. The Project site is not within a
known mineral resources zone, as identified by the County of Los Angeles. The
proposed Project would not involve mining or the extraction of mineral resources.
Therefore, the proposed Project would not result in the loss of availability of a
known mineral resource that would be of value to the region and the residents of
the state. No impact would occur.

b) Result in the loss of avdilability of a locally important mineral resource
recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or other land
use plan?

No Impact. The Project site is not within mineral resource recovery sites
designated in the Los Angeles County General Plan 2035. The P&A of the wells
would not result in the loss of availability of oil resources because the wells are not
currently in extracting oil resources. Therefore, the proposed Project would not
result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery site
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan. No
impact would occur.

4.12.4 Mitigation Measures

The proposed Project would not result in significant impacts to mineral
resources; therefore, no mitigation is required.
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413 NOISE
Potentially Sl-lesnslf.:.::‘g:i lessThan
NOISE — Would the Project: Significant g . Significant
Impact with Impact Impact
P Mitigation P

a) Generation of a substantial
temporary or permanent increase
in ambient noise levels in the
vicinity of the project in excess of
standards established in the local
general plan or noise ordinance, or
applicable standards of other
agencies?

b) Generation of excessive
groundborne vibration or
groundborne noise levelse

c) For a project located within the
vicinity of a private airstrip or an
airport land use plan or, where
such a plan has not been adopted,
within two miles of a public airport
or public use airport, would the
project expose people residing or
working in the project area to
excessive noise levels?

4.13.1 Environmental Setting
Overview of Noise

The unit of measurement used to describe a noise level is the decibel (dB).
However, the human earis not equally sensitive to all frequencies within the sound
spectrum. Therefore, a method called "A-weighting” is used to filter noise
frequencies which are not audible to the human ear. A-weighting approximates
the frequency response of the average young ear when listening to most ordinary
everyday sounds. A person’s relative judgment of the loudness or annoyance of
a sound correlates well with the “A-weighted” levels of those sounds. Therefore,
the A-weighted noise scale is used for measurements and standards involving the
human perception of noise. In this analysis, all noise levels are A-weighted, and
“dBA" is understood to identify the A-weighted dB. Decibels are measured on a
logarithmic scale which quantifies sound intensity in a manner similar to the
Richter scale used for earthquake magnitudes. A 10 dB increase represents a 10-
fold increase in sound intensity, a 20 dB change is a 100-fold difference, 30 dB is a
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1,000-fold increase, etc. Thus, a doubling of the energy of a noise source, such as
doubling of traffic volume, would increase the noise level by 3 dB; a halving of
the energy would result in a 3 dB decrease.

Human perception of noise has no simple correlation with acoustical
energy. The perception of noise is not linear in terms of dBA or in terms of
acoustical energy. Two equivalent noise sources combined do not sound twice
as loud as one source. It is widely accepted that the average healthy ear can
barely perceive changes of 3 dBA; a change of 5 dBA is readily perceptible; and
an increase of 10 dBA sounds twice as loud.

Noise Descriptors

The impact of noise is not a function of loudness alone. The fime of day
when noise occurs, and the duration of the noise are also important. In addition,
most noise that lasts for more than a few seconds is variable in its intensity.
Consequently, a variety of noise descriptors has been developed. The noise
descriptors used for this analysis is the Maximum Sound Level (Lmax). Lmax is the
highest Root Mean Squared sound pressure level within the sampling period.

Propagation

Sound from a small, localized source (approximating a “point” source)
radiates uniformly outward as it travels away from the source in a spherical
pattern, known as geometric spreading. The sound level decreases or drops off
at a rate of 6 dBA for each doubling of the distance. Traffic noise is not a single,
stationary point source of sound. Over some time interval, the movement of
vehicles makes the source of the sound appear to emanate from a line (line
source) rather than a point. The drop-off rate for a line source is 3 dBA for each
doubling of distance.

The propagation of noise is also affected by the intervening ground, known
as ground absorption. A hard site (such as parking lots or smooth bodies of water)
receives no additional ground attenuation and the changes in noise levels with
distance (drop-off rate) are simply the geometric spreading of the source. A soft
site (such as soft dirt, grass, or scattered bushes and trees) receives an additional
ground attenuation value of 1.5 dBA per doubling of distance.

Noise levels may also be reduced by intervening structures; the amount of
attenuation provided by this “shielding” depends on the size of the object and
the frequencies of the noise levels. Natural terrain features such as hills and dense
woods, and man-made features such as buildings and walls, can significantly
alter noise levels. Generally, any large structure blocking the line of sight will
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provide at least a 5-dBA reduction in source noise levels at the receiver (Federal
Highway Administration 2011).

Overview of Vibration

Vibration levels are usually expressed as a single-number measure of
vibration magnitude in terms of velocity or acceleration, which describes the
severity of the vibration without the frequency variable. The peak particle velocity
is defined as the maximum instantaneous positive or negative peak of the
vibration signal, usually measured in inches per second. Since it is related to the
stresses experienced by buildings, peak particle velocity is often used in
monitoring and controlling construction vibration.

Sensitive Receptors

Noise exposure goals for various types of land uses reflect the varying noise
sensitivities associated with those uses. Noise-sensitive land uses are those in which
persons occupying the uses are particularly sensitive to the effects of noise,
including housing, schools, medical facilities, libraries, social care facilities, and
similar facilities. Vibration-sensitive receptors, which are similar to noise-sensitive
receptors, include residences and institutional uses, such as schools, churches,
and hospitals. However, vibration-sensitive receptors also include buildings where
vibrations may interfere with vibration-sensitive equipment that is affected by
vibration levels (e.g., recording studios or medical facilities with sensitive
equipment). The nearest sensitive receptors to the well sites are single-family
residences located approximately 400 feet east of the Lucky Star 1 well.

Existing Noise Setting

The primary noise sources in the vicinity of the well sites are the single-family
residences as well as vehicle traffic on Randiwood Lane and Welby Way.

4.13.2 Regulatory Setting

The following information on noise and vibration regulations and thresholds
of significance is relevant to the proposed Project.

Significance Thresholds

The nearest sensitive receptors to the Project site are located in the County
of Los Angeles. Trail widening/leveling would occur within the City of Los Angeles;
however, because the nearest sensitive receptors are located within the County
of Los Angeles, the County’s noise thresholds are utilized for the purpose of this
analysis. For informational purposes, the City of Los Angeles’s Municipal Code
requires construction work to be confined to weekdays between 7:00 a.m. and
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9:00 p.m. The Los Angeles County Code requires construction work to be confined
to weekdays between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. and includes the noise restrictions
shown in Table 4.13-1.

Table 4.13-1. Los Angeles County Construction Noise Thresholds

Single-Family Residential

Work Hours Maximum Noise Level (Lmax)

Daily, except Sundays and legal holidays,

7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 60 dBA

Source: Los Angeles County Code Section 12.08.440.

The County utilizes Lmax to set construction noise thresholds. The
quantitative construction noise thresholds within the Los Angeles County Code is
utilized for the purposes of this analysis.

The City of Los Angeles Municipal Code does not include a quantitative
threshold for vibration. The Los Angeles County Code Section 12.08.560 prohibits
operating any device that creates vibration which is above the vibration
perception threshold of any individual at or beyond the property boundary of the
source if on private property. The perception threshold utilized by the Los Angeles
County Code is motion velocity of 0.01 inches per second over the range of one
to 100 Hertz. The quantitative vibration threshold within the Los Angeles County
Code is utilized for the purposes of this analysis.

4.13.3 Impact Analysis

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient
noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess of standards established in
the local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other
agencies?

Less Than Significant. Temporary noise levels caused by construction
activity would be a function of the noise generated by construction equipment,
the location and sensitivity of nearby land uses, and the timing and duration of
noise-generating activities.

Project-generated noise was estimated using the Federal Highway
Administration’s Roadway Construction Noise Model (RCNM) Version 1.0. Typical
construction projects have long-term noise averages that are lower than louder
short-term noise events due to equipment moving from one point to another on
the site, work breaks, and idle time. Each phase of construction has a specific
equipment mix depending on the work to be carried out during that phase.
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Accordingly, each phase also has its own noise characteristics; some would have
higher maximum noise levels than others, and some may have discontinuous high-
impact noise levels. Project activities would include P&A and decommissioning
activities. It is assumed that diesel engines would power all construction
equipment. For assessment purposes, the loudest phase (P&A) was modeled
under the conservative assumption that an auger drillrig, crane, fractor, concrete
mixer truck, and generator would be operating simultaneously. Decommissioning
was modeled assuming a crane, scraper, backhoe, and dump fruck would be
operating simultaneously.

Construction would occur from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on weekdays and
therefore would not conflict with the allowable construction hours designated in
the City of Los Angeles Municipal Code or Los Angeles County Code. Exposure to
the nearest sensitive receptors would be temporary, over the course of
approximately eight weeks.

The nearest sensitive receptors to the well sites are single-family residences
located approximately 400 feet east of the Lucky Star 1 well. The Lucky Star 1T well
and the single-family residences are separated by a hill whichrises 51 vertical feet
over approximately 224 horizontal feet east from Lucky Star 1 and remains at this
elevation to the single-family residences, located approximately 176 feet east of
the hill's plateau. Accordingly, the topography of the land between Lucky Star 1
and the single-family residences provides a natural noise barrier. Appendix A of
the RCNM Version 1.0 User's Guide provides best practices for calculating
estimated shielding for use in the RCNM (Federal Highway Administration 2006).
For the purposes of this analysis, it is conservatively estimated that the natural
barrier would provide at least 15 dBA of noise reduction. Table 4.13-2 shows the
results of the noise modeling from RCNM.

Table 4.13-2. Construction Noise Levels at Sensitive Receptors

Stage Sensitive Receptor Distance (feet) Noise Level

Residences 400-feet
P&A east of Lucky Star 1 400 52

s Residences 400-feet
Decommissioning east of Lucky Star | 400 52

Source: Appendix E.
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As shown in Table 4.13-2, Project construction noise levels would be up to
52 dBA Lmax, which would not exceed the County’s threshold of 60 dBA for
construction proximate to single family residences. Therefore, the proposed
Project would not substantially increase ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the
wells. This impact would be less than significant.

b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?

Less Than Significant. Construction activities known to generate excessive
groundborne vibration, such as pile driving, would not be conducted as part of
the Project. The greatest known source of vibration during P&A and
decommissioning activities would be a large bulldozer. At 400 feet, the large
bulldozer and similar equipment would not generate vibration greater than the
0.01 inches per second threshold utilized by the County at the nearest residences
as per Federal Transportation Administration reports (FTA 2018) calculation
methodologies. Accordingly, vibration caused by the proposed Project would not
result in excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels. This impact
would be less than significant.

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land
use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a
public airport or public use airport, would the project expose people residing
or working in the project area to excessive noise levels?

No Impact. The closest airport to the Project site is Van Nuys Airport is
located approximately 10 miles east of the Project site. The Project site is located
outside of the noise contours of the Van Nuys Airport, as designated by the Los
Angeles County Airport Land Use Commission (Los Angeles County Airport Land
Use Commission 2004). Therefore, Project personnel would not be exposed to
substantial airport noise. No impact would occur.

4.13.4 Mitigation Measures

The proposed Project would not result in significant impacts related to noise;
therefore, no mitigation is required.
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4.14 POPULATION AND HOUSING

Less Than

POPULATION AND HOUSING - Would ~ rotenfially . ificant  LessThan o
e Significant . Significant
the Project: Imoact with Imoact Impact
P Mitigation P

a) Induce substantial population
growth in an areaq, either directly
(for example, by proposing new
homes and businesses) or
indirectly (for example, through
extension of roads or other
infrastructure) e

b) Displace substantial numbers of
people or housing, necessitating
the construction of replacement
housing elsewhere?

4.14.1 Environmental Setting

The well sites are located in unincorporated Los Angeles County and the
trail widening/leveling area is located in the City of Los Angeles. According to the
California Department of Finance, the population of unincorporated Los Angeles
County is 997,999 and the population of the City of Los Angeles is 3,766,109
(California Department of Finance 2024). There would be no activities related to
the Project after completion and restoration of the sites.

No new access roads would be constructed as part of the Project. The
Project would utilize existing oil field work crews and existing oil field
subcontractors (rig crew).

4.14.2 Regulatory Setting

There are no federal, state, or local laws, regulations, or policies pertaining
to population and housing that are relevant to the proposed Project.

4.14.3 Impact Analysis

a) Induce substantial population growth in an areaq, either directly (for example,
by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through
extension of roads or other infrastructure)?

No Impact. The proposed Project would be temporary and would not
include any additional housing or other infrastructure which would directly or
indirectly result in population growth. After completion of the P&A and
decommissioning activities, the Project would not require additional
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maintenance. Therefore, the Project would not induce population growth directly
or indirectly. No impact would occur.

b) Displace substantial numbers of people or housing, necessitating the
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

No Impact. The proposed Project includes the permanent sealing of six oil
wells within existing open space. The Project would not require the removal of
housing or otherwise displace people or housing. Therefore, no impact would
occur.

4.14.4 Mitigation Measures

The Project would not result in significant impacts on population and
housing; therefore, no mitigation is required.
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4.15 PUBLIC SERVICES

. Less Than
Potentially Sianificant Less Than No
PUBLIC SERVICES Significant  >'9™" Significant
Impact with Impact Impact
P Mitigation P

a) Would the Project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the
provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or
physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios,
response times or other performance objectives for any of the public services:

i) Fire protection?
ii) Police Protection?

iii) Schools?
iv) Parks?
V) Other public facilities?

4.15.1 Environmental Setting
Fire Protection

The well sites are located in unincorporated Los Angeles County and the
trail widening/leveling area is located in the City of Los Angeles. The closest fire
stations to the Project site are Los Angeles Fire Department Fire Station 105,
located approximately 2.4 miles east of the Project site, and Los Angeles County
Fire Department Station 68, located approximately three miles south of the Project
site.

Police Protection

Police services are provided to the Project area by the Los Angeles County
Sherrif's Department. The nearest Los Angeles County Sherrif's Department station
to the Project site is located approximately 4.8 miles southwest of the Project site
in Calabasas.

Schools

The Project site is within the service area of the Los Angeles Unified School
District. The nearest Los Angeles Unified School District public school to the Project
site is the Haynes Charter for Enriched Studies, located approximately one mile
east of the Project site.

Parks

Information about the nearby parks is discussed in Section 4.16, Recreation.
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4.15.2 Regulatory Setting

There are no federal or state laws, regulations, or local policies pertaining
to public services that are relevant to the Project. Local regulations, laws, and
policies pertaining to public services relevant to the Project are included below.

4.15.2.1 Locdl

Los Angeles County General Plan 2035. The General Plan 2035 Public
Services and Facilities Element contains the following policies relevant to
maintaining public services:

e Policy PS/F 7.2: Proactively work with school facilities and education
providers to coordinate land use and facilities planning.

e Policy PS/F 8.1: Ensure a desired level of library service through
coordinated land use and facilities planning.

City of Los Angeles Public Facilities and Services Element. The City’s Public
Facilities and Services Element contains the following policies relevant to
maintaining public services (City of Los Angeles 1969q):

e To continue superior library service as befits the high educational level
of the Los Angeles Citizens.

e To provide schoolssites of sufficient size to provide adequate space for
all school activities.

4.15.3 Impact Analysis

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated
with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need
for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which
could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for
any of the public services?

i) Fire Protection?

Less than Significant. The proposed Project includes the P&A of six wells
within Los Angeles County and site access improvements in the City of Los
Angeles. No permanent structures would be built and therefore there would be
no increase in the long-term need for fire protection services. During P&A and
decommissioning, vegetation would be cleared surrounding the existing well
pads in order to minimize fire risk. Furthermore, construction personnel would be
required to comply with applicable PRC and local regulations to minimize fire risk,
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including the use of spark arrestors in construction equipment, and removal of
combustible debris prior to P&A and decommissioning activities.

All cutting and welding would comply with California Fire Code 3304.6 and
National Fire Protection Association 51B and a Fire Watch procedure would
conform to California Fire Code 3304.5. The Project proponent would be
responsible for maintaining fire extinguishers in accordance with California Fire
Code 3315 and 906 as well as providing monitoring and training to prevent
vehicle traffic off roadways to ensure activities do not impact dry brush and lead
to fire.

Because the proposed Project would be temporary, implement fire safety
conftrols during Project activities, and would not require additional fire protection
services beyond the completion of Project activities, the Project would not require
the provision of new or physically altered fire protection facilities. This impact
would be less than significant.

ii) Police Protectione

No Impact. The proposed Project includes the P&A of six wells in existing oil
fields and site access improvements. There would be no added infrastructure as
a result of the Project that could be subject to vandalism, and the Project would
not increase demand for police protection. Therefore, no impact to police
protection services would occur.

i) Schoolse

No Impact. As discussed within Section 4.14, Population and Housing, the
proposed Project would not result in a population increase. As a result, enroliment
within the school system would not be affected. Therefore, no impact to schools
would occur.

iv) Parkse

No Impact. As discussed within Section 4.14, Population and Housing, the
proposed Project would not result in population increases within the area.
Therefore, the proposed Project would not increase the use of parks, contribute
to the deterioration of existing parks, orrequire new or expanded parks. Therefore,
no impact would occur.
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v) Other public facilities?

No Impact. The proposed Project would not contribute to population
growth in the area. As a result, there would be no increase in demand for public
facilities such as postal service or libraries. Therefore, no impact would occur.

4.15.4 Mitigation Measures

The Project would not result in significant impacts on public services;
therefore, no mitigation is required.
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4.16 RECREATION

Less Than

Potentially Sianificant Less Than No
RECREATION Significant g . Significant
Impact with Impact Impact
P Mitigation P

a) Would the project increase the
use of existing neighborhood and
regional parks or other
recreational facilities such that
substantial physical deterioration
of the facility would occur or be
accelerated?

b) Does the project include
recreational facilities or require the
construction or expansion of
recreational facilities which might
have an adverse physical effect
on the environment?

4.16.1 Environmental Setting

The well sites are located on private land. The portion of El Escorpion Trail
where widening/leveling would occur is within El Escorpion Park. The Victory Trail
and El Escorpion Trail provide access to the Project site. The nearest recreational
facilities to the Project site include the Knapp Ranch Baseball field located
approximately 0.5-mile south of the Project site.

4.16.2 Regulatory Setting

There are no federal or state regulations, laws, or policies pertaining to
recreation that are relevant to the Project. Local regulations, laws, and policies
pertaining to recreation relevant to the Project are included below.

4.16.2.1 Locdal

Los Angeles County General Plan 2035. The General Plan 2035 Parks and
Recreation Element contains the following policies relevant to maintaining parks
and recreational facilities.

e Policy P/R 1.5: Ensure that County parks and recreational facilities are
clean, safe, inviting, usable and accessible.

City of Los Angeles Mobility Plan. The City's Mobility Plan contains the
following policy relevant to transportation on trails (City of Los Angeles 2016):

e Policy 1.9: Balance user needs on the City's public recreational trails.
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4.16.3 Impact Analysis

a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional
parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial physical
deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated?

No Impact. The deterioration of neighborhood and regional parks or other
facilities within an area is expedited by increased use, prompted by population
growth. As discussed within Section 4.14, Population and Housing, the proposed
Project would not result in population increases within the area. Therefore, the
proposed Project would not increase the use of existing neighborhood and
regional parks or other recreational facilities. No impact would occur.

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or
expansion of recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical
effect on the environment?

Less than Significant. The proposed Project does not include or require the
construction or expansion of recreational facilities. The proposed Project would
result in the temporary closure of El Escorpion Trail, which would temporarily
impede trail access. However, connector trails approximately 150 feet north of El
Escorpion Trail would remain accessible, thereby providing recreational hikers
and mountain bikers with access to the greater El Escorpion Park and surrounding
recreational trails. Therefore, the temporary closure of El Escorpion Trail would not
result in the need for additional trails. This temporary disturbance would cease
following widening/leveling activities. Therefore, the Project would not require the
construction or expansion of recreational facilities. This impact would be less than
significant.

4.16.4 Mitigation Measures

The Project would not result in significant impacts on recreational facilities;
therefore, no mitigation is required.
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4.17 TRANSPORTATION

Potentially Less Than Less Than
TRA'NSP.ORTATION - Would the significant Slgnlflcqnt significant No
Project: Impact with Imoact Impact
P Mitigation P

a) Conflict with a Project, plan,
ordinance or policy addressing
the circulation system, including
transit, roadway, bicycle and
pedestrian facilities?

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with
CEQA Guidelines § 15064.3,
subdivision (b)?

c) Substantially increase hazards
due to a geometric design
feature (e.g., sharp curves or
dangerous intersections) or
incompatible uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?

d) Result in inadequate emergency
accesse

4.17.1 Environmental Setting

The Project site is located approximately 3.1 miles south of United States
Route 101, which provides regional access to the Project site. Roadway
circulation in the vicinity of the Project site includes a network of one-lane
residential streets. Access to the Project site is provided via the Victory Trail and El
Escorpion Trail, which are unpaved recreational frails.

4.17.2 Regulatory Setting

There are no federal laws, regulations, or policies potentially applicable to
this Project relevant to transportation. State and local laws, regulations, and
policies pertaining to transportation relevant to the Project are included below.

4.17.2.1 State

California Department of Transportation Regulations. Caltrans has
jurisdiction over state highways and sets maximum load limits for trucks and safety
requirements for oversized vehicles that operate on California highways. Orange
County is under the jurisdiction of Caltrans District 7. The following Caltrans
regulations apply to the potential transportation impacts of the Project:
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e California Vehicle Code, Division 15, Chapters 1 through 5 (Size,
Weight, and Load). Includes regulations pertaining to licensing, size,
weight, and load of vehicles operated on highways; and

e Cdlifornia Street and Highway Code, Section 660-711, 670-695.
Requires permits from Caltrans for any roadway encroachment during
truck transportation and delivery, includes regulations for the care
and protection of State and County highways and provisions for the
issuance of written permits, and requires permits for any load that
exceeds Caltrans weight, length, or width standards for public
roadways.

These state regulations would relate to the haul of heavy equipment and
materials to the Project area during construction. Trucking companies and the
proposed Project must comply with these regulations.

4.17.2.2 Locdl

CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3(b). CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3(b)
indicates that VMT is the most appropriate measure for transportation impacts.
The County of Los Angeles utilizes the following impact criteria for assessing
potential impacts to VMT (County of Los Angeles 2020b):

e The project will increase the project area VMT, as measurable by the
SCAG RTP/SCS base year Travel Demand Forecasting Model plus an
induced travel elasticity factor per lane mile.

The City of Los Angeles utilizes Los Angeles Department of Transportation
guidelines to assess VMT impacts. According fo the Los Angeles Department of
Transportation, a project can be screened out of VMT analysis and presumed to
have no impact if it would generate less than 250 daily vehicle trips and not result
in a net increase in daily VMT (Los Angeles Department of Transportation 2022).

Los Angeles County General Plan 2035. The General Plan 2035 Mobility
Element contains the following policy relevant to transportation on frails:

e Policy M 2.7: Require sidewalks, trails and bikeways to accommodate
the existing and projected volume of pedestrian, equestrian and
bicycle activity, considering both the paved width and the
unobstructed width available for walking.

City of Los Angeles Mobility Plan. The City's Mobility Plan contains the
following policy relevant to transportation on trails (City of Los Angeles 2016):

e Policy 1.9: Balance user needs on the City's public recreational trails.
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4.17.3 Impact Analysis

a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation
system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities?

Less than Significant. The Mobility Element of the Los Angeles County
General Plan 2035 and the City of Los Angeles Mobility Plan policies that address
the circulation system and guide development of planned multimodal
transportation systems within Los Angeles County and the City of Los Angeles.
Policies relevant to transportation on trails are described in Section 4.17.2.2.

Construction-related vehicle frips would include construction workers
traveling to and from the Project site and trucks associated with equipment and
material deliveries. Roadway closures would not be required as part of the
Project. While the access trail would be closed during widening activities, the
temporary closure of this road would not substantially impact the County’s
circulation system because the access frail is used as a recreational frail, rather
than a transportation corridor. Given that the proposed Project would be a short-
term and temporary activity, frips would account for a relatively small portion of
existing traffic on area roadways, and construction-related traffic impacts would
not be substantial. Therefore, Project construction would not conflict with a
program, plan, ordinance, or policy addressing the circulation system, and
impacts would be less than significant.

The Project would not include an operational phase since the Project would
result in the P&A and decommissioning of six wells. Once these activities are
completed, the Project would not result in an increase in tfraffic and would not
include any new or modified land uses that would generate long-term vehicle
trips or other features that would affect the local or regional circulation system.
Thus, the Project would not conflict with a program, plan, ordinance, or policy
addressing the circulation system. This impact would be less than significant.

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines § 15064.3, subdivision (b)?

Less than Significant. CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3(b) indicates that
VMT is the most appropriate measure for fransportation impacts. In December
2018, the California Governor's Office of Planning and Research provided an
updated Technical Advisory to help evaluate fransportation impacts under
CEQA. In particular, the Technical Advisory provides that a project generating or
attracting fewer than 110 one-way trips per day generally may be assumed to
cause a less than significant fransportation impact (California Governor'’s Office
of Planning and Research 2018). During the proposed Project, up to 25 one-way
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trips would occur per day (Appendix B). These temporary trips would not
substantially increase long-term VMT in the area. The proposed Project would not
require additional vehicle trips once completed, and therefore would not result
in a long-term increase in regional VMT. Therefore, the proposed Project would
not conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, subdivision
(b). This impact would be less than significant.

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp
curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?

Less than Significant. Project activities would involve minor widening and
leveling of the access trail. This would be completed to transport construction
equipment to the well sites. The proposed Project would not include any
modifications to existing roadways. The proposed Project does not include the
installation of curves or intersections and would not include the use of
incompatible uses such as farm equipment. Once completed, the Project site
would be similar to existing conditions. Accordingly, the proposed Project would
not substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature or
incompatible use. This impact would be less than significant.

d) Resultin inadequate emergency access?

Less than Significant. The proposed Project would require temporary trail
closure during access ftrail widening. However, fthis trail is not ufilized for
emergency access, but rather is a recreational trail. The proposed Project would
not substantially increase roadway traffic or otherwise require the closure of
paved roads. Accordingly, the proposed Project would not result in inadequate
emergency access to nearby residences. This impact would be less than
significant.

4.17.4 Mitigation Measures

The Project would not result in significant impacts on transportation;
therefore, no mitigation is required.
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4.18 TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES

. Less Than
Potentially Sianificant Less Than No
TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES Significant g . Significant
Impact with Impact Impact
P Mitigation P

a) Would the project cause a
substantial adverse change in the
significance of a fribal cultural
resource, defined in Public
Resources Code § 21074 as either
a site, feature, place, cultural
landscape that is geographically
defined in terms of the size and
scope of the landscape, sacred
place, or object with cultural
value to a California Native
American tribe, and that is:

i) Listed or eligible for listing in
the California Register of
historical resources, orin a
local register of historical
resources as defined in Public
Resources Code section
5020.1(k), or

i) Aresource determined by the
lead agency, in its discretion
and supported by substantial
evidence, to be significant
pursuant to criteria set forth in
subdivision(c) of Public
Resources Code § 5024.1. In
applying the criteria set forth
in subdivision (c) of Public
Resource Code § 5024.1, the
lead agency shall consider
the significance of the
resource to a California Native
American tribe.
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4.18.1 Environmental Setting

A cultural resources desktop study completed in support of CalGEM Phase | State
Permanent Sealing of Orphan Wells Project was conducted in April 2024. The
analysis documented the results of the cultural resources records searches, an
assessment for the cultural resources sensitivity of the well locations, and
management recommendations. The following sources were utilized to develop
an understanding of the Project site and its context:

* Historical aerial photographs accessed via NETR Online.
* Historical topography maps accessed via topoView.

In addition, a California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) records
search at the South-Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) was also
conducted. The SCCIC is the official state repository for cultural resources records
and reports for the county in which the Project falls. The purpose of the records
search was to identify previously recorded cultural resources, as well as previously
conducted cultural resources studies within the Project site and a 0.5-mile radius
surrounding it. The National Register of Historic Places, the California Register of
Historical Resources, the California Historical Landmarks list, and the Built
Environment Resources Directory, as well as its predecessor the California State
Historic Property Data File, were also reviewed. Additionally, the Archaeological
Determination of Eligibility list was also reviewed.

Historical topographic maps from 1903 through 1949 depict the Project site as
undeveloped land with aroadway or trail depicted north of the Project site. Aerial
imagery from 1947 through 1952 depicts the Project site as undeveloped land with
agricultural development visible to the east. Aerial imagery from 1959 through
1967 depicts rapid residential development east and south of the Project site.
Aerial imagery from 1977 depicts the Project site in its current condition with
residential development to the south and east.

The CHRIS records search did not identify any cultural resources within a 0.5-mile
radius of the Project site. However, the CHRIS records search did identify one
cultural resources study encompassing the Project site, indicating that 100
percent of the Project site has been studied and surveyed within the last 42 years.

In summary, no cultural resources were identified within the Project site as a result
of the CHRIS record search and the Project site has been completely surveyed
within the last 42 years. Historic aerials and topography maps indicate that the
well locations are currently located in undeveloped open space and have
remained unchanged for the last 121 years. The Project site has not been
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modified by construction or agricultural activities. Based on the findings of the
current analysis, the likelihood of encountering or disturbing cultural resources
during the well permanent sealing is low.

A review of the potential for known tribal cultural resources listed or eligible for
California Register of Historical Resources or local register listing in the proposed
Project area was also conducted.

During CalGEM'’s tribal consultation with the Fernandeno Tataviam Band of
Mission Indians, the fribe identified the Canoga Park Project site as extremely
sensitive. Given the sensitivity of the Project site, the tribe has requested full cultural
monitoring for the duration of the Project.

The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians indicated that the Canoga Park Project
was an area of concern. The tribe has requested cultural monitoring during any
excavation operatfions.

As part of the proposed Project, CalGEM in accordance with Assembly Bill 52 on
October 10, 2023, notification was sent to tribes. Notification included information
regarding CalGEM's Orphan Well Program and maps for all the proposed P&A
work. CalGEM contacted all Tribes from the Native American Heritage
Commission contact list that identified any cultural affiliation within a county
where an orphan well P&A was being proposed, including Los Angeles and
Ventura counties. On October 25, 2023, CalGEM held a virtual roundtable for
tribes with attendance from Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians, Gabrielino/Tongva
Indians of California, Fernandeno Tataviam Band of Mission Indians, and Santa
Ynez Band of Chumash Indians. On January 22, 2024, GalGEM conducted
consultations with two responding tribes who had submitted requests for
consultation: the Fernandeno Tataviam Band of Mission Indians and the Santa
Ynez Band of Chumash.

4.18.2 Reqgulatory Setting

Under AB 52, lead CEQA agencies must avoid damaging effects on tribal
cultural resources, when feasible, whether consultation occurred or is required.

4.18.3 Impact Analysis

a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of
a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as
either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined
in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with
cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is:
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(i) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of historical resources, or in
a local register of historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code
Section 5020.1(k), or

(ii) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by
substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code § 5024.1. In applying the criteria set
forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code § 5024.1, the lead agency shall
consider the significance of the resource to a California Native American
tribe.

Less than Significant with Mitigation. The potential for adverse impacts to tribal
cultural resources is considered low. However, to address the potential event of
an inadvertent discovery during ground disturbing activities, the Project
proponent would implement the procedures identified in MM TRI-1, MM TRI-2, MM
CUL-1, and MM CUL-2. Adherence fo MM TRI-1 and MM TRI-2 would ensure a
sensitivity tfraining program is conducted and followed, informing workers of
procedures to follow in case of unanticipated discovery and allow for monitoring
during ground disturbance. MM CUL-1 would provide standard procedures to
follow in the event unanticipated archaeological resources are discovered and
MM CUL-2 would ensure work is temporarily halted if and when human remains
were discovered, and all federal, state, and local guidelines would be adhered
to. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant with mitigation.

MM TRI-1: Tribal Cultural Sensitivity Training Program. All Project employees
conducting work in the Project area identified in the Project Description,
including the road access areas, shall complete a Cultural Sensitivity
Training Program including training dedicated to tribal resources
protection. The Project proponent shall reach out to the Fernandeno
Tataviam Band of Mission Indians and the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash
Indians no less than 10 days before the training is needed, to schedule
the training with the respected tribe(s).

MM TRI-2: Tribal Cultural Monitoring. The Project applicant shall retain a
professional Tribal Monitor procured by the Fernandeno Tataviam Band
of Mission Indians as well as the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians to
observe all ground-disturbing activities during pre-construction,
including, but not limited to, civil survey, mobilization and staging. The
Project applicant shall retain a professional Tribal Monitor procured by
the Fernandeno Tataviam Band of Mission Indians as well as the Santa
Ynez Band of Chumash Indians to observe all ground-disturbing activities
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during construction, including, but not limited to, clearing, grubbing,
grading, excavating, digging, frenching, plowing, drilling, tunneling,
quarrying, leveling, driving posts, auguring, blasting, stripping topsoil or
similar activity. Tribal Monitoring Services will continue until confirmation
is received from the Project applicant, in writing, that all scheduled
activities pertaining to Tribal Monitoring are complete. If the Project’s
scheduled activities require the Tribal Monitor to leave the Project for a
period of time and return, confirmation shall be submitted to the Tribe
by Client, in writing, upon completion of each set of scheduled activities
and 5 days’ nofice (if possible) shall be submitted to the Tribe by Project
applicant, in writing, prior to the start of each set of scheduled activities.
If cultural resources are encountered, the Tribal Monitor will have the
authority to request that ground-disturbing activities cease within 60 feet
of discovery and a qualified archaeologist meeting Secretary of Interior
standards retained by the Project applicant as well as the Tribal Monitor
shall assess the find. The Lead Agency and/or Project applicant shall, in
good faith, consult with the tribes on the disposition and freatment of
any Tribal Cultural Resource encountered during all ground disturbing
activities.

MM CUL-1: Unanticipated Discovery of Cultural Resources. In the event that
archaeological resources are unexpectedly encountered during
ground-disturbing activities, work within 50 feet of the find shall halt and
an archaeologist meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional
Qualifications Standards for Archaeology shall be contacted
immediately to evaluate the resource. If the resource is determined by
the qualified archaeologist to be prehistoric, then a Native American
representative shall also be contacted to participate in the evaluation
of the resource. If the qualified archaeologist and/or Native American
representative determines it to be appropriate, archaeological testing
for CRHR eligibility shall be completed. If the resource proves to be
eligible for the CRHR, and significant impacts to the resource cannot be
avoided via Project redesign, a quadlified archaeologist shall prepare a
data recovery plan tailored to the physical nature and characteristics
of the resource, per the requirements of CCR Section 15126.4(b)(3)(C).
The data recovery plan shall identfify data recovery excavation
methods, measurable objectives, and data thresholds to reduce any
significant impacts to cultural resources related to the resource. Pursuant
to the data recovery plan, the qualified archaeologist and Native
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American representative, as appropriate, shall recover and document
the scientifically consequential information that justifies the resource’s
significance.

MM CUL-2: Unanticipated Discovery of Human Remains. The discovery of
human remains is always a possibility during ground disturbing activities.
If human remains are found, the State of California Health and Safety
Code Section 7050.5 states that no further disturbance shall occur until
the County Coroner has made a determination of origin and disposition
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. In the event of an
unanticipated discovery of human remains, the County Coroner must
be notified immediately. If the human remains are determined to be
prehistoric, the Coroner will notify the Native American Heritage
Commission, which will determine and notify a most likely descendant
(MLD), and as determined by the Native American Heritage Commission
(NAHC) should those findings be determined as Native American in
origin. The MLD shall complete the inspection of the site and provide
recommendations for treatment to the landowner within 48 hours of
being granted access.

4.18.4 Mitigation Measures

Implementation of the following MMs would reduce potential tribal cultural
resource impacts to less than significant:

e TRI-1: Tribal Cultural Sensitivity Training Program
e TRI-2: Tribal Monitoring
e CUL-T: Unanticipated Discovery of Cultural Resources

e CUL-2: Unanticipated Discovery of Human Remains
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4.19 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

Potentiall Less Than Less Than
UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS - otentially Significant """ No
L Significant . Significant
Would the Project: with Impact
Impact e e Impact
Mitigation

a) Require orresult in the relocation
or construction of new or
expanded water, wastewater
freatment or storm water
drainage, electric power, natural
gas, or telecommunications
facilities, the construction or
relocation of which could cause
significant environmental effects?e

b) Have sufficient water supplies
available to serve the project
and reasonably foreseeable
future development during
normal, dry and multiple dry
years?

c) Resultin a determination by the
wastewater tfreatment provider,
which serves or may serve the
project that it has adequate
capacity to serve the project’s
projected demand in addition to
the provider's existing
commitments?

d) Generate solid waste in excess of
state or local standards, or in
excess of the capacity of local
infrastructure, or otherwise impair
the attainment of solid waste
reduction goals?2

e) Comply with federal, state, and
local statutes and regulations
related to solid waste?

4.19.1 Environmental Setting

The Project includes P&A of six orphan wells located on the western side of
Los Angeles County and minor leveling/grading of a trail in the City of Los Angeles.
The water and sewer purveyor for this area is Las Virgenes Municipal Water District
(Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 2021).
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Construction activities for the Project would require approximately 1,000
gallons per day for well P&A, decommissioning activities, and dust suppression.
The water would be hauled to the Project site via a water truck. No water or sewer
service is proposed as part of the Project.

The closest landfill to the Project site that accepts construction waste, the
Calabasas landfill, has a maximum permitted throughput of 3,500 tons per day and a
remaining capacity of approximately 14,500,000 cubic yards (California Department
of Resources, Recycling, and Recovery [CalRecycle] 2024a).

4.19.2 Regulatory Setting

There are no federal laws, policies or regulations applicable to the
proposed Project relevant to utilities and service systems. State and local
regulations, laws, and policies pertaining to utilities and service systems relevant
to the Project are included below.

4.19.2.1 State

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. In 2014, California enacted
the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (Water Code Section 10720 et
seq.). The Act, and related amendments to California law, require that all
groundwater basins designated as high- or medium-priority in the DWR California
Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring program and that are subject to
critical overdraft conditions must be managed under a new Groundwater
Sustainability Plan (GSP), or a coordinated set of GSPs, by January 31, 2020. High-
and medium-priority basins that are not subject to critical overdraft conditions
must be managed under a GSP. Where GSPs are required, one or more local
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies must be formed to cover the basin and
prepare and implement applicable GSPs. The Act does not apply to basins that
are managed under a court-approved adjudication, or to low-or very—low-priority
basins.

The Act defines groundwater as “water beneath the surface of the earth
within the zone below the water table in which the soil is completely saturated
with water, but does not include water that flows in known and definite channels.”
A groundwater extraction facility is defined as “a device or method for extracting
groundwater from within a basin” Water Code Section 10721(g-h).

Cadlifornia Integrated Waste Management Act (AB 939). California adopted
its first statewide, general recycling program in 1989. The Integrated Waste
Management Act of 1989 (PRC 40050 et seq. or AB 939, codified in PRC 40000),
administered by the California Department of Resources, Recycling, and
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Recovery requires all local and county governments to adopt a Source Reduction
and Recycling Element to identify means of reducing the amount of solid waste
sent to landfills.

4.19.2.2 Locdl

Los Angeles County General Plan 2035. The General Plan 2035 Public
Services and Facilities Element contains the following policies relevant to ufilities
and service systemes:

e Policy PS/F 2.1: Support water conservation measures.

e Policy PS/F 4.3: Ensure the proper design of sewage freatment and
disposal facilities, especially in landslide, hillside, and other hazard
areas.

e Policy PS/F 5.7: Encourage the recycling of construction and
demolition debris generated by public and private projects.

City of Los Angeles Infrastructure Systems Element. The City’s Infrastructure
Systems Element contains the following policies relevant to utilities and service
systems (City of Los Angeles 1969b):

e To set forth design standards for the water system relating to the total
water demand and availability of supply, number, and size of
facilities, and to assure construction of facilities to be aesthetically
compatible with adjacent lands and development.

4.19.3 Impact Analysis

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded walter,
wastewater treatment or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or
telecommunications facilities, the construction or relocation of which could
cause significant environmental effects?

Less than Significant. The proposed Project involves the P&A and
decommissioning of six wells and minor trail widening and leveling. These activities
would be temporary and would not include habitable development or other
structures requiring additional water, wastewater, stormwater, electric power,
natural gas, or telecommunications facilities. During proposed Project activities,
water would be conveyed to the Project site via a water fruck and wastewater
would be collected via portable facilities. Electric power for the proposed Project
would be provided through the use of generators. Accordingly, the proposed
Project would not require substantial additional utility infrastructure during Project
activities. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.
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b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably
foreseeable future development during normail, dry and multiple dry years?

Less than Significant. Water use would be minimal (approximately 1,000
gallons per day, primarily for dust suppression) and would only occur during P&A
and decommissioning activities. According to the Las Virgenes Municipal Water
District’s 2020 Urban Water Management Plan, the District anticipates being able
to adequately provide water supply in normal, dry, and multiple dry years through
2045 (Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 2021). Accordingly, the minimal,
temporary water use utilized by the proposed Project would be adequately
served by existing water supplies via a water tfruck at the Project site. This impact
would be less than significant.

c) Resultin a determination by the wastewater treatment provider, which serves
or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s
projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing commitments?

Less than Significant. The proposed Project would not require services from
a wastewater treatment provider. During proposed Project activities, portable
sanitary facilities would be brought to the Project site as necessary. Sanitary waste
generated during proposed Project activities would be transported off-site to a
local wastewater treatment facility for proper tfreatment. The proposed Project
would not include habitable development or other structures that would
generate substantial wastewater. Accordingly, the proposed Project would result
in a less than significant impact related to wastewater.

d) Generate solid waste in excess of state or local standards, or in excess of the
capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid
waste reduction goals?

Less than Significant. The proposed Project would result in limited volumes
of solid waste requiring disposal at a licensed disposal facility. In accordance with
state and federal regulations, only drilling fluids and additives classified as non-
hazardous would be used and disposed of. Prior fo removal, subsurface pipelines
would be cleaned to remove any hydrocarbons and be filed with an inert
substance (water or nitrogen) with a cap welded on its end(s). The pipelines
would have very little to no gas inside of them since they would be depressurized.

Solid waste generated by the proposed Project would be disposed of at
the Calabasas Landfill or the Simi Valley Landfill and Recycling Center. Calabasas
Landfill has a maximum permitted throughput of 3,500 tons per day and a
remaining capacity of approximately 14,500,000 cubic yards, which is enough
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capacity to keep the landfill in operation through 2029 (CalRecycle 2024a). The
Simi Valley Landfill and Recycling Center has a maximum permitted throughput
of 9,250 tons per day and a remaining capacity of 82,954,873 cubic yards, which
is enough capacity to keep the landfill in operation through 2063 (CalRecycle
2024b). Thus, this landfill has adequate remaining capacity to accept waste from
Project activities. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.

e) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid
waste?

Less than Significant. A small amount of solid waste would be generated as
a result of proposed Project activities. Solid waste resulting from the proposed
Project would consist of deserted tank(s), containers debris, and other remnants
of facilities which would be disposed of at the Calabasas landfill in accordance
with local, state, and federal laws and regulations as required by the Project plans
and specifications. Following the completion of the proposed Project, no solid
waste would be generated. Therefore, the proposed Project would have a less
than significant impact.

4.19.4 Mitigation Measures

The Project would not result in significant impacts on utilities and service
systems; therefore, no mitigation is required.
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4.20 WILDFIRE
WILDFIRE - If located in or near State . Less Than
- o Potentially s e
responsibility areas or lands classified e Significant
. . . Significant .
as very high fire hazard severity zones, Imoact with
would the project: P Mitigation

a) Substantially impair an adopted
emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan?2

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds,
and other factors, exacerbate
wildfire risks, and thereby expose
project occupants to, pollutant
concenftrations from a wildfire or
the unconftrolled spread of a
wildfire?2

c) Require the installation or
maintenance of associated
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emergency water sources,
power lines or other utilities) that
may exacerbate fire risk or that
may result in temporary or
ongoing impacts to the
environment?

d) Expose people or structures to
significant risks, including
downslope or downstream
flooding or landslides, as a result of
runoff, post-fire slope instability, or
drainage changes?

4.20.1 Environmental Setting

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

According to CAL FIRE, the Project site is located in Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zones within both a State Responsibility Area and Local Responsibility
Area (CAL FIRE 2024). The Project site is within open space with vegetation that
could ignite or contribute fuel to a wildfire. The Project site is approximately 400

feet downslope from residential development to the east.

4.20.2 Regulatory Setting

There are no federal laws, regulations, or policies pertaining to wildfire that
are relevant to the proposed Project. State and local regulations, laws, and

policies pertaining to wildfire relevant to the Project are included below.
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4,20.2.1 State

California Public Resources Code includes fire safety regulations that restrict
the use of equipment that may produce a spark, flame, or fire, require the use of
spark arrestors on construction equipment that use an internal combustion
engine, specify requirements for the safe use of gasoline-powered tools in fire
hazard areas, and specify fire suppression equipment that must be provided on-
site for various types of work in fire-prone areas. These regulations include the
following:

e Earthmoving and portable equipment with internal combustion
engines would be equipped with a spark arrestor to reduce the
potential for igniting a wildland fire (PRC Section 4442)

e Appropriate fire suppression equipment would be maintained during
the highest fire danger period—from April 1 to December 1 (PRC
Section 4428.

4.20.2.2 Locdl

County of Los Angeles All-Hazards Mitigation Plan. The All-Hazards
Mitigation Plan assesses risk in Los Angeles County related to climate change,
dam failure, earthquake, flood, landslide, tsunami, and wildfire. The All-Hazards
Mitigation Plan includes evacuation protocols in the event of a natural hazard
(County of Los Angeles 2020q).

Los Angeles County Code (Section 22.140.400). Section 22.140.400 requires
oil well sites to be kept free of debris, trash, and liquids. The area within 25 feet of
any oil well is required to be kept free of dry weeds, brush, or other combustible
material.

City of Los Angeles Base Emergency Operations Plan. The Base Emergency
Operations Plan delineates the functions, roles, and responsibilities of emergency
response agencies and the overall emergency management system for Los
Angeles. The plan includes designations of agencies responsible for facilitating
emergency evacuation, including during wildfire (City of Los Angeles 2023).

City of Los Angeles Municipal Code. Section 57.4906.5.1.1.10 of the City’s
Municipal Code requires grass and brush clearance within a Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zone to adhere to specific requirements, including not engaging in other
activities during brush clearance, keeping a fire extinguisher within 10 feet of any
grass or brush clearing activities, and prohibiting grass or brush clearance
operations during high fire risk days.
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4.20.3 Impact Analysis

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan?

No Impact. As described in Section 4.9, Hazards and Hazardous Materials,
no lane or road closures are proposed as a part of the proposed Project. The
proposed Project would not conflict with any of the identified emergency
evacuation or emergency response plans identified in the County of Los Angeles
All-Hazards Mitigation Plan or the City's Base Emergency Operations Plan.
Therefore, the proposed Project would not substantially impair an adopted
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan, and no impact would
OCCUI.

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks,
and thereby expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a
wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

Less Than Significant. The Project site is located within foothills subject to
Santa Ana winds, which are strong, dry offshore winds that that affect Southern
Cdalifornia in autumn and winter (AccuWeather 2024). Santa Ana winds could
push potential wildfire and wildfire smoke to areas with residential development,
thereby exposing nearby residences to pollutant concentrations associated with
wildfire. However, construction personnel would be required to comply with
applicable PRC and local regulations to minimize fire risk. These regulations
include the use of spark arrestors in construction equipment and removal of
combustible debiris prior to P&A and decommissioning activities.

Water would be available during hot work to reduce potential for fires and
other hot work-related issues. All cutting and welding would comply with
California Fire Code 3304.6 and National Fire Protection Association 51B and a Fire
Watch procedure would conform to California Fire Code 3304.5. The Project
proponent would be responsible for maintaining fire extinguishers in accordance
with California Fire Code 3315 and 906 as well as providing monitoring and training
to prevent vehicle traffic off roadways to ensure activities do not impact dry brush
and lead to fire. Construction personnel would be required to comply with
applicable PRC and local regulations to minimize fire risk and remove
combustible debris prior to P&A and decommissioning activities. Compliance with
these regulations would reduce the potential for a fire to occur during P&A and
decommissioning activities and therefore reduce the potential for the proposed
Project to expose residences to pollutant concentrations from wildfire. Therefore,
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the proposed Project would not exacerbate wildfire risk due to slope or prevailing
winds which could expose occupants to substantial pollutant concentrations or
the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. This impact would be less than significant.

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as
roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that
may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts
to the environment?

Less Than Significant. The proposed Project would not require the
installation or maintenance of fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines,
or other utilities. The proposed Project includes minor leveling and widening of the
access trail to the Project site. However, this minor widening and leveling would
not infroduce electric infrastructure associated with paved roadways (i.e.
streetlights, stoplights, etc.) that could exacerbate fire risk. Therefore, this impact
would be less than significant.

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or
downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope
instability, or drainage changes?

Less Than Significant. As described in Section 4.10, Hydrology and Water
Quality, the well sites are within an area with possible but undetermined flood
hazard (FEMA 2024). The proposed Project does not include Project activities
which would exacerbate flood risk at the Project site. As described in Section 4.7,
Geology and Soils, the Project site is in an area subject to landslides. The proposed
Project would require minimal ground-disturbing activities, and prior to P&A, the
graded soil would be compacted to stabilize the soil surface, thereby reducing
the potential for soil instability.

As described in Threshold 20(b), water would be available during hot work
to reduce the potential for fires and other hot work-related issues. All cutting and
welding would comply with California Fire Code 3304.6 and National Fire
Protection Association 51B and a Fire Watch procedure would conform to
California Fire Code 3304.5. The Project proponent would be responsible for
maintaining fire extinguishers in accordance with California Fire Code 3315 and
906 as well as providing monitoring and fraining to prevent vehicle traffic off
roadways to ensure activities do not impact dry brush and lead to fire. P&A and
decommissioning activities would occur in compliance with applicable PRC and
local regulations to minimize fire risk. Compliance with these regulations would
reduce the potential for a fire to occur during P&A and decommissioning
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activities and therefore reduce the potential for proposed Project activities to
expose people to significant landslide risk as a result of post-fire slope instability.

Furthermore, the proposed Project does not include habitable
development that could expose people or structures to flooding or landslide risk.
With adherence to applicable regulations, the proposed Project would not
expose people or structures to significant risks including downslope or
downstream flooding or landslides as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or
drainage changes. This impact would be less than significant.

4.20.4 Mitigation Measures

The proposed Project would not result in significant impacts related to
wildfire; therefore, no mitigation is required.
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4.21 MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

Potentially L€55TAn | . Than
MANDATORY FINDINGS OF S niﬁcqn’; significant (= CR - No
SIGNIFICANCE g with g Impact
Impact e e Impact
Mitigation

a) Does the project have the
potential to substantially degrade
the quality of the environment,
substantially reduce the habitat of
a fish or wildlife species, cause a
fish or wildlife population to drop
below self-sustaining levels,
threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, substantially
reduce the number or restrict the
range of a rare or endangered
plant or animal or eliminate
important examples of the major
periods of California history or
prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that
are individually limited, but
cumulatively considerable?
(“Cumulatively considerable”
means that the incremental effects
of a project are significant when
viewed in connection with the
effects of past projects, the effects
of other current projects, and the
effects of past, present and
probable future projects.)

c) Does the project have
environmental effects which will
cause substantial adverse effects
on human beings, either directly or
indirectly?2

a) Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species,
cavuse afish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten
to eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially reduce the number or
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restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate
important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory?

Less Than Significant. The proposed Project is limited to activities that would
occur at the Project site. Therefore, the proposed Project would not impact the
total mapped habitat of a species. The proposed Project does not include large-
scale activities which threaten to eliminate species or the entirety of their habitats.
Due to its local scale, the proposed Project would not substantially reduce the
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below
self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, or
substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered
plant or animal. This impact would be less than significant.

As discussed in Section 4.5, BIO-1: Pre-disturbance Biological Survey Report

e BIO-2: Worker Environmental Awareness Training

e BIO-3: Sensitive Plant Species Avoidance

e BIO-4: Crotch’'s Bumble Bee Surveys and Avoidance

e BIO-5: California Red-Legged Frog Surveys and Avoidance

e BIO-6: Sensitive Reptile Species Avoidance

e BIO-7: Burrowing Owl Surveys and Avoidance

e BIO-8: Coastal California Gnatcatcher Surveys and Avoidance

e BIO-9: Nesting Bird Pre-construction Surveys

e BIO-10: San Diego Woodrat Avoidance

Cultural Resources, there are no historical resources located at the Project site,
and the proposed Project would not cause a substantial change in the
significance of a historic resource. There is a low potential to encounter
archaeological resources at the Project site, as the well sites have been previously
disturbed and minimal grading is required, and the proposed Project would
implement standard procedures for evaluation, consultation, avoidance, and
datarecovery of unanticipated archaeological resources. Because no important
examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory are known to be
present at the Project site, the proposed Project would not eliminate important
examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory. This impact would
be less than significant.

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental
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effects of a project are significant when viewed in connection with the effects
of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of past,
present and probable future projects.)

Less Than Significant With Mitigation. As described in Sections 4.1 through
4.20, with respect to all environmental issues, the proposed Project would either
have no impact, a less than significant impact, or impacts would be reduced to
a less than significant level with implementation of required mitigation.
Cumulatively considerable impacts could occur if the construction or operation
of other projects coincides with the proposed Project in the same vicinity of the
Project site, such that similar impacts of multiple projects combine to expose a
resource to greater levels of impacts than what would occur in accordance with
the proposed Project. Where it was determined the Project would have no impact
(i.,e., agriculture and forestry resources, mineral resources, and population and
housing) no cumulative operational impacts would be exacerbated to these
issue areas as a result of the proposed Project. In addition, certain resource areas
(e.g., cultural resources, geology and soils, hazards and hazardous materials, and
tribal cultural resources) are by their nature specific to a project location such that
impacts at one location do not add to impacts at other locations and therefore
would not result in cumulative impacts.

The proposed Project involves short-term construction and therefore would
not conftribute to long-term cumulative impacts to increases in waste use,
wastewater generation, solid waste generation, or VMT. The significance of
project-specific air quality and GHG emissions impacts are dependent on a
project’s potential to contribute considerably to cumulative air quality and GHG
emissions. As evaluated in Sections 4.3, Air Quality, and 4.8, Greenhouse Gas
Emissions, the proposed Project would not generate cumulatively considerable
criteria air pollutant emissions in excess of SCAQMD thresholds or GHG emissions
that would conflict with applicable plans, policies, or regulations to reduce GHG
emissions. Therefore, the proposed Project’s contribution to cumulative air quality
and GHG emissions impacts would not be cumulatively considerable.
Overlapping construction activities in local neighborhoods could result in
cumulative noise and vibration impacts. However, because the proposed Project
would not exceed County noise or vibration standards, and the proposed Project
is short-term, the proposed Project would not contribute considerably to
cumulative noise impacts.

Cumulative impacts to energy could occur if cumulative development
results in substantial wasteful energy use that would conflict with state or local
energy policy. However, cumulative development, similar to the proposed
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Project, would adhere to energy regulations such as CCR Title 13 Sections 2449
and 2485 and the USEPA Construction Equipment Fuel Efficiency Standard.
Adherence to these standards would ensure cumulative development would not
wastefully, inefficiently, or unnecessarily consume energy resources. Therefore,
cumulative energy impacts would be less than significant.

Cumulative impacts to hydrology and water quality could occur if
cumulative development would infroduce pollutants within the same watershed
and receiving waters as the proposed Project. Similar to the proposed Project,
cumulative projects would be required to adhere to the Stormwater Construction
General Permit and implement an SWPPP and construction BMPs, which would
reduce the generation of cumulative stormwater pollutants. With adherence to
existing regulations to protect water quality, it is anficipated cumulative water
quality impacts would be less than significant. Therefore, the proposed Project
would not confribute considerably to cumulative water quality impacts.

Cumulative impacts related to land use could occur if cumulative
development would physically divide an established community. The proposed
Project does not include activities, such as construction of roads, that could
physically divide the residential neighborhoods east of the Project site or otherwise
physically divide any other established communities. Therefore, the proposed
Project would not contribute considerably to cumulative land use impacts.

Cumulative development could result in impacts to public services and
recreation if cumulative development would increase population such that
additional public service buildings or parks and recreational facilities are required
to serve the additional population. The proposed Project would not result in
population growth and therefore would not place additional long-term demand
for public services or parks and recreational facilities on the County or City.
Therefore, the proposed Project would not contribute considerably to cumulative
public services or recreation impacts.

Similar to the proposed Project, cumulative development could also result
in impacts to biological resources and would be subject to similar regulatory
requirements as the proposed Project, including FESA, CESA, and the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act. These regulations are designed to protect individual species and
their habitats. Cumulative projects would be required to abide by the provisions
of these regulations and could potentially be subject to review from agencies
including, but not limited to, CDFW and the USFWS, to ensure potential impacts to
species or habitat are minimized. However, existing regulatory requirements alone
cannot guarantee species loss, habitat loss, or other impact to biological
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resources due to cumulative development. The proposed Project would
incorporate MM BIO-1 through MM BIO-10 to reduce potential impacts to
biological resources to a less than significant level. As a result, the proposed
Project would not have a cumulatively considerable contribution to cumulative
impacts on biological resources.

The proposed Project would not have a cumulatively considerable
contribution to cumulative impacts.

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly?

Less Than Significant. Adverse effects on human beings are typically
associated with air quality, hazards and hazardous materials, noise, and wildfire
impacts. These impacts are addressed in Section 4.3, Air Quality, Section 4.9,
Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Section 4.13, Noise, and Section 4.20, Wildfire.
As discussed in detail in these sections, the proposed Project would result in less
than significant impacts related to air quality, hazards, noise, and wildfire.
Therefore, the proposed Project would have a less than significant impact on
human beings.
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5.0 MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

Mitigation
Measure #
Mitigation Title

MM BIO-1:
Pre-disturbance
Biological Survey
Report

Timing and Method

Mitigation Description of Verification

Per CalGEM’s BMPs, a pre-disturbance Survey Results.
biological survey shall be conducted by a
Qualified Biologist. Prior.

The pre-disturbance biological
survey shall consist of walking belt
fransects to accomplish 100 percent
coverage of the Project site plus a 100-
foot buffer. During the survey, all direct
and indirect observations of special status
biological resources shall be noted if
encountered and recorded using a
handheld Global Positioning Satellite
device and on field forms. Habitat shall be
evaluated by the Qualified Biologist to
determine the potential for biological
resource monitoring and/or surveys for
species that are seasonal or require
focused surveys during specified periods
(e.g., special status plants). If no such
follow-up surveys are required to
determine current status of special status
biological resources on the Project site,
that information shall be included in the
biological survey report fo be completed
within 14 days of the pre-disturbance
survey. If follow-up surveys are required, a
follow-up survey report shall be
completed by the Qualified Biologist and
submitted fo the Project proponent within
14 days of the follow-up survey. To meet
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Mitigation
Measure #
Mitigation Title

MM BIO-2:
Worker
Environmental
Awareness
Training

Timing and Method

Mitigation Description of Verification

seasonal requirements stipulated by
Species Protocols, some surveys may be
required more than 30 days prior to
ground disturbances. In such cases,
follow-up pre-disturbance surveys shall
also be required within 30 days prior to
initiation of the ground disturbance to
confirm that no changes in species status
or occupancy have occurred within the
survey area.

The Project proponent shall
maintain copies of all pre-disturbance
biological survey reports completed by
the Qualified Biologist. The pre-
disturbance biological survey report shall
include a map of the proposed Project
construction boundary, biological survey
areq, special status species observations
(when observed), areas of potential
and/or occupied habitat (if any), areas
identified for avoidance, and a list of all
applicable mitigation measures that shall
be implemented for the respective Project
activity site.

Per CalGEM’'s BMPs, the Qualified Biologist Training Records.
shall develop and implement a Worker
Environmental Awareness Program
(WEAP) for all personnel that may access
the Project. WEAP trainings shall be
conducted for each individual prior to
their first access intfo the Project. The
Project shall consist of a presentation with

Prior.
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Mitigation
Measure #
Mitigation Title

Timing and Method

Mitigation Description of Verification

material given on-site or off-site by trained
personnel (e.g., Qualified Biologist or
assigned Company Environmental
Specialists). WEAP trainings shall cover an
overview of the laws and regulations
governing the protection of biological
resources; a description of protected (i.e.,
special status) species known to occur or
with the PTO in the Project areq; their
status and legal protections; what is
considered habitat and disturbance;
biological resource protection measures;
and a list of designated Qualified Biologist
contacts. The Project shall provide general
awareness to workers and supply
materials o assist workers in recognizing
protected species that may occur on the
Project area, avoidance, and
minimization measures to protect
biological resources, and how to report
biological resources if observed on-site.
The WEAP shall implement the following:

1. The WEAP shall emphasize the need to
avoid contact with wildlife, to avoid
enfry intfo areas where biological
resources have been identified for
avoidance, to review Project-specific,
pre-disturbance biological results
reports and maps, and to implement
all applicable avoidance and
minimization measures included in the
Project specific pre-disturbance
biological survey results report.

Reporting

Responsible
Agency
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Mitigation
Measure # Mitigation Description
Mitigation Title
2. All Project personnel present on the
Project activity site must sign a
statement verifying that they have
completed the WEAP and that they
understand the biological
requirements during Project activities.
The Project proponent shall maintain a
list of all persons who have completed
the WEAP and shall provide the list to
CalGEM upon request.
MM BIO-3: If the pre-disturbance survey determines
Sensitive Plant that additional targeted plant surveys are
Species required for the detection of sensitive
Avoidance plant species within the construction

footprint or a 100-foot buffer, rare plant
surveys shall be conducted during the
appropriate season for their detection. If
additional targeted plant surveys are
required, the Project proponent shall
retain a Qualified Biologist to conduct
focused surveys for the additional
targeted plant species prior to Project
activities. If required, focused surveys shall
be conducted pursuant to CDFW's March
20, 2018, Protocols for Surveying and
Evaluating Impacts to Special Status
Naftive Plant Populations and Sensitive
Natural Communities (CDFW 2018) or

CDFW's most recent guidance. If required,

findings from the targeted surveys shall be
provided to CDFW prior to ground
disturbing activities. If surveys for special

Timing and Method
of Verification

Avoidance Measures.

Prior and during.
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Mitigation
Measure #
Mitigation Title

Timing and Method

Mitigation Description of Verification

status plants occur in a year during which
rainfall fotals reach at least 80 percent of
normal, survey results shall be considered
valid for three years. For surveys
conducted in years of less-than-ideal
rainfall (less than 80 percent average
rainfall), results shall be valid for only one
year. A survey of appropriate reference
populations shall be necessary to support
survey findings for the Project activity site.

If the pre-disturbance survey idenfifies

special status plant populations, the

following measures shall be implemented:

1. Any special status plant populations
detected shall be fully described, well
documented, and mapped via a
Global Positioning Satellite device and
appropriately georeferenced on
Project maps. For each population
occurrence detected, a California
Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB)
field report and a CNPS Field Survey
Form or written equivalent shall be
prepared.

2. If pre-construction surveys detect the

presence of any State-listed plant
species, the plant populations shall be
protected from disturbance activities
by implementing applicable impact
avoidance measures consistent with
CNPS's mitigation guidelines (1998 or
more current). If impact avoidance

-5-5-
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Mitigation
Measure #
Mitigation Title

Timing and Method

Mitigation Description of Verification

measures have not been established
for the species, plant populations shall
be buffered from new ground
disturbance activities by a minimum of
50 feet, as determined by a Qualified
Biologist. A smaller buffer may be
established, provided there are
adequate measures such as
placement of a physical barrier (e.g.,
construction fencing) in place to avoid
the destruction of individuals, with the
approval of CalGEM. The buffer zone
shall be established around these
areas to eliminate potential
disturbance to the plants from human
activity and any other potential
sources of disturbance including
human tframpling, erosion, and dust. A
Qualified Biologist shall be on-site, at
minimum, during inifial ground
disturbing activities to ensure that
sensitive plant species are not
impacted.

If plants with a CRPR of 1B or 2B are
observed in the impact area, no
Project activities shall commence, and
CalGEM shall coordinate with CDFW to
discuss avoidance of the rare plants
on site. If complete avoidance is
unattainable, the Project proponent
shall provide compensatory mitigation
to offset the Project’s impact on rare
plants observed on site at no less than

-56 -
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Mitigation
Measure #
Mitigation Title

MM BIO-4:
Crotch’s Bumble
Bee Surveys and
Avoidance

Mitigation Description

2:1. A Rare Plant Salvage and

Restoration Plan shall be submitted to

CalGEM for approval. The plan shall

include the following at a minimum:

a. Relocation of individual plant(s) to
an appropriate habitat area free
from Project-related ground
disturbance;

b. Boundaries of non-State protected

special status plant species shall be

geo referenced and mapped;

c. Topsoil removed during site
clearing where non-State
protected special status plant
species are located shall be
spread onto existing disturbed
areas within the same geographic
area and in the same soil type;

d. Post-construction monitoring to
confirm continued site occupancy
by special status plants affected
by ground disturbance; and

e. Adaptive management or other
confingency measures; and/or
weed management.

If, af the commencement of Project
construction, Crotch's bumble bee is still
considered a CESA candidate species or
has been listed as threatened or
endangered under CESA, the Project shall
implement the following measures to

Timing and Method
of Verification

CDFW sign-off if
needed.

Prior to project
initiation and during as
needed.

-5-7 -

Reporting

Review of Survey
Results.

Responsible
Agency

CalGEM;
CDFW (if needed)



Permanent Sealing of Orphan Wells in Canoga Park
FINAL Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

Mitigation
Measure #
Mitigation Title

Timing and Method

Mitigation Description of Verification

avoid, minimize, and offset Project
impacts to the species:

1.

A Qualified Biologist shall conduct a
pre-construction survey for Crotch’s
bumble bee and nests in Project area
prior to initial ground-disturbing
activities, such as staging and
vegetation clearing.

If active Crotch’s bumble bee nests
are observed within the Project area or
within a 100-foot buffer surrounding the
Project areq, an incidental take permit
(ITP) will be obtained from CDFW prior
to commencing work.

If establishment of a no-disturbance
buffer is feasible, construction activities
shall not occur within the buffer until a
Qualified Biologist determines that the
colony is no longer active (i.e., no
Crotfch’s bumble bees are seen flying
in or out of the nest for three
consecutive days, indicating the
colony has completed its nesting
season and the next season’s queens
have dispersed from the colony).
Once the nest has been determined
to be inactive, construction activities
within the no-disturbance buffer(s)
shall be allowed to resume.

If avoidance of a no-disturbance
buffer is not feasible, the lead biologist
shall consult with CDFW regarding

-5-8-
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Mitigation
Measure #
Mitigation Title

MM BIO-5:
California Red-
Legged Frog
Surveys and
Avoidance

Mitigation Description

potential encroachment into the no-
disturbance buffer with other measures
implemented. Work would not begin in
the no-disturbance buffer without
CDFW approval.

If avoidance of the nest is not feasible, the
lead biologist shall consult with the CDFW
regarding the potential for Project
activities to result in take of the Crotch’s
bumble bee and shall comply with all
avoidance, minimization, and
compensatory mitigatfion requirements set
forth in any incidental take permit issued
for the Project by CDFW.

Measures that shall be implemented
during the Project construction to avoid
and/or minimize direct take of California
red-legged frog include:

1. Aftleast two weeks prior to ground
disturbing activities, a USFWS permitted
biologist shall conduct a pre-
construction survey for California red-
legged frogs.

2. If California red-legged frogs,

tadpoles, or eggs are found, the
biologist shall contact USFWS to
determine a strategy to avoid impacts
fo occupied habitat and individuals. A
path forward for obtaining an
Incidental Take Authorization under
the Endangered Species Act shall be

Timing and Method
of Verification

Survey Results.

Prior and during.
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Mitigation
Measure #
Mitigation Title

Timing and Method

Mitigation Description of Verification

determined if avoidance of occupied
habitat is not feasible.

The biologist shall conduct a training
session for all construction personnel
prior to the start of construction
activities, which shall include, at
minimum, a description of California
red-legged frog and its habitat,
general measures being implemented
to conserve the species, and any
boundaries necessary to ensure
California red-legged frogs are not
disturbed by work activifies.

A qualified biological monitor shall be
present at the work site until all Project-
related disturbance has been
completed.

All trash that may attract predators
shall be properly contained and
removed from the work site and
disposed of regularly.

All fueling and maintenance of
vehicles and other equipment and
staging areas shall occur at least 65
feet from any riparian habitat or water
body. All workers shall be informed of
the importance of preventing spills
and of the appropriate measures to
take should a spill occur.

The biologist shall permanently
remove, from within the Project areq,

-5-10 -
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Mitigation
Measure # Mitigation Description
Mitigation Title
any bullfrogs, crayfish, or centrachid
fishes, fo the maximum extent possible.
MM BIO-6: If the pre-disturbance biological survey
Sensitive Reptile  identifies the presence of habitat for
Species special status reptile species within the
Avoidance proposed work area, the following

measures shall be implemented.

1. If any coastal whiptail or any other
repftile species of special concern are
observed during construction, the
identified special status reptiles shall
be allowed to move out of the work
area on their own or shall be removed
from the work area and released in
adjacent suitable habitat by the
Qualified Biologist. The Qualified
Biologist shall have all appropriate
permits in place prior fo handling any
special status reptiles or any other
wildlife.

2. All construction equipment and
construction personnel vehicles shall
be checked prior fo moving them, to
ensure that no special status reptile is
under equipment/vehicles. If any
individuals are detected beneath
equipment or vehicles, the equipment
or vehicles shall be left in place unfil
the individual(s) moves out of harm’s

Timing and Method
of Verification

CDFW sign-off if
needed.

Prior and during.
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Mitigation
Measure #
Mitigation Title

MM BIO-7:
Burrowing Owl
Surveys and
Avoidance

Measures that shall be implemented

Mitigation Description

way on its own accord, as determined
by a Qualified Biologist.

during the Project construction to avoid

and/or minimize direct take of burrowing
owl include:

1.

shall be conducted within 14 days of
the start of ground disturbing
construction. The survey area shall
include the Project site and a 500-foot
buffer around the Project boundary. If
construction is proposed during the
breeding season, a Qualified Biologist
shall conduct the focused surveys for
burrowing owl prior to Project activities.
In California, the burrowing owl
breeding season extends from February
1 to August 31, with some variances by
geographic location and climatic
condifions.

A burrow is assumed occupied if
records indicate that at least one
burrowing owl has been observed
occupying a burrow on-site during the
past three years. If active burrowing owl
burrows are detected in the Project
boundary or the 500-foot survey buffer,
they shall be avoided through

-5-12 -
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Survey Results. Review of Survey
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Mitigation
Measure # Mitigation Description
Mitigation Title
implementation of a “no disturbance”
buffer designated by a barricade.

3. Determination of the appropriate
method of relocation, such as
eviction/passive relocation or active
relocation, shall be based on the
specific site conditions (e.g., distance to
nearest suitable habitat and presence
of burrows within that habitat) in
coordination with the Wildlife Agencies.
Active relocation and eviction/passive
relocation requires the preservation and
maintenance of suitable burrowing owl
habitat determined through
coordination with CDFW.

4. Any materials on-site during
construction shall be made unsuitable
for burrowing owl occupation by
various methods, including capping
open pipes or other materials that
could attract burrowing owls.

5. If an occupied burrow or burrowing owl
is found within the Project site, site
activities will cease and the Project
proponent shall coordinate with CDFW.

MM BIO-8: Measures that shall be implemented
Coastal during the Project construction to avoid
California and/or minimize direct take of coastal
Gnatcatcher California gnatcatcher include:

-5-13 -

Timing and Method
of Verification

Survey Results.

Prior and during.
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Mitigation
Measure #
Mitigation Title

Timing and Method

Mitigation Description of Verification

All brushing, grading, or excavation
taking place adjacent to occupied
habitat of the coastal California
gnatcatcher (defined as within 500 feet
of any gnatcatcher sightings [USFWS
2007]) shall be conducted from
September 1 through February 14,
which is outside the coastal California
gnatcatcher breeding season.

When conducting any other
construction activities during the
coastal California gnatcatcher
breeding season of February 15 through
August 30, adjacent to habitat in which
coastal California gnatcatcher are
known to occur or have PTO (within 500
feet of suitable scrub habitat), the
following avoidance measures shall
apply:

A USFWS-permitted biologist shall survey
for coastal California gnatcatcher
within 10 calendar days prior to
initiating activities in an area. If coastal
California gnatcatcher are present, but
not nesting, a USFWS permittee biologist
shall survey for nesting coastal
California gnatcatcher approximately
once per week within 500 feet of the
construction area, where accessible,

-5-14 -
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Mitigation
Measure #
Mitigation Title

MM BIO-9:
Nesting Bird
Pre-consiruction
Surveys

Timing and Method

Mitigation Description of Verification

for the duration of the activity in that
area during the breeding season. The
standard California gnatcatcher survey
protocol shall be followed for all
surveys.

4. If an active nest is located, a 500-foot
no-consfruction buffer shall be
established around each nest site;
however, there may be a reduction of
this buffer zone depending on site-
specific conditions such as topography,
line-of-sight to the nest, or the existing
ambient level of activity at the
discretion of the Qualified Biologist. No
construction shall take place within this
buffer until the nest is no longer active.

A pre-disturbance nesting bird survey for Survey Results.
active bird nests shall be conducted by a
Qualified Biologist no more than 3 days
prior to the start of any Project activities
that shall take place during the bird
nesting season (February 1 through August
31). Surveys shall follow USFWS and CDFW
guidance and/or protocols, as
applicable. If ground-disturbing activities
were initiated prior to, and continue into,
the bird nesting season without a break in
activity of more than one week, no
nesting bird survey is necessary. If no
active nests or nesting birds are identified

Prior.
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Mitigation
Measure # Mitigation Description
Mitigation Title
during the pre-disturbance survey, then
ground-disturbing activities may proceed,
and no further mitigation measures shall
be required for nesting birds.

If active nests are identified, the
following shall be included as part of the
pre-disturbance active bird nest survey
results report.

Active bird nest(s) shall be
avoided by establishing a minimum 250-
foot non-disturbance buffer around it, a
minimum 500-foot non-disturbance buffer
around any active non-listed raptor nest(s)
or any federal or State-listed passerine
species, or a minimum 0.5-mile non-
disturbance buffer around any federal or
State-listed raptor nest(s) until the
breeding season has ended. Non-
disturbance buffers can be removed
when a Qualified Biologist has determined
that the birds have fledged, are no longer
reliant on the nest or parental care for
survival and adult birds are no longer
occupying the nest, or the nest is no
longer active (e.qg., failed). Reduced non-
disturbance buffers may be implemented
if a Qualified Biologist concludes that work
within the buffer area shall not be likely to
cause nest avoidance or abandonment
(e.g.. when the disturbance area is
concealed from a nest site by
topography, when work activities shall
have a limited duration within the buffer

Timing and Method
of Verification
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Mitigation
Measure #
Mitigation Title

Timing and Method

Mitigation Description of Verification

areq, or when the species has been
known to tolerate higher levels of
disturbance). If reduced non-disturbance
buffers are implemented, a Qualified
Biologist shall monitor the active nest(s)
before and during construction fo
establish a baseline for nest behavior and
determine whether construction activities
are adversely affecting the nest. The pre-
disturbance monitoring of the nest site
shall occur on at least two occasions of at
least one hour each during anticipated
work hours prior to construction to
establish a behavioral baseline. The
monitoring during construction shall be
within the buffer area to detect
behavioral changes of the birds because
of the Project (e.g., adults flushed off the
nest) that could lead to nest
abandonment. If behavioral changes are
observed, the work causing that change
shall cease within the buffer area until the
nest has fledged or is determined by the
Qualified Biologist fo no longer be active.
The Qualified Biologist shall have the
authority to halt or redirect construction
activities to protect nesting birds from
Project activities. Any reduction of buffer
areas for State or federal listed species
during the nesting season must be
authorized by CDFW and/or USFWS.
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Mitigation - .
Measure # Mitigation Description T'm"f‘g qr.‘ffj N:fathod Reporting Responsible
Mitigation Title of Verification Agency

MM BIO-10: The Project site contains suitable scrub CDFW sign-off if Review of Survey  CalGEM;
San Diego habitat for San Diego woodrat. Middens needed. Resulfs. CDFW (if needed)
Woodrat (nests) are large nests or dens made of
Avoidance woody debris, such as sticks, dead cacti, Prior and during.

and bark. San Diego woodrat may be

present at the Project site and any

observed middens shall be treated as

potentially sensitive. Within 30 days of

initial site disturbance, a pre-construction

survey shall be conducted for woodrat

middens. All occupied woodrat middens

shall be mapped and flagged for

avoidance to the extent feasible, with a

minimum of 10 feet surrounding the active

midden. If avoidance is nof feasible,

middens shall be disturbed (“daylighted”)

by a Qualified Biologist one night before

anticipated vegetation removal to allow

for the rats to escape and passively

relocate prior to disturbance of the area.
MM CUL-1: In the event that archaeological Program drafted. Review of Training  CalGEM
Unanticipated resources are unexpectedly encountered and program.
Discovery of during ground-disturbing activities, work Prior and during.
Cultural within 50 feet of the find shall halt and an
Resources archaeologist meeting the Secretary of

the Interior’s Professional Qualifications
Standards for Archaeology shall be
contacted immediately to evaluate the
resource. If the resource is determined by
the qualified archaeologist to be
prehistoric, then a Native American
representative shall also be contacted to
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Mitigation
Measure #
Mitigation Title

MM CUL-2:
Unanticipated
Discovery of
Human Remains

Mitigation Description

participate in the evaluation of the
resource. If the qualified archaeologist
and/or Native American representative
determines it to be appropriate,
archaeological testing for CRHR eligibility
shall be completed. If the resource proves
to be eligible for the CRHR, and significant
impacts to the resource cannot be
avoided via Project redesign, a qualified
archaeologist shall prepare a data
recovery plan tailored to the physical

nature and characteristics of the resource,

per the requirements of CCR Section
15126.4(b)(3)(C). The data recovery plan
shall identify data recovery excavation
methods, measurable objectives, and
data thresholds to reduce any significant
impacts to cultural resources related to
the resource. Pursuant to the data
recovery plan, the qualified archaeologist
and Native American representative, as
appropriate, shall recover and document
the scientifically consequential
information that justifies the resource’s
significance.

The discovery of human remains is always
a possibility during ground disturbing
activities. If human remains are found, the
State of California Health and Safety
Code Section 7050.5 states that no further
disturbance shall occur until the County
Coroner has made a determination of

Timing and Method
of Verification

Program drafted.

Prior and during.
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Mitigation
Measure #
Mitigation Title

MM TRI-1:

Tribal Cultural
Sensitivity
Training Program

Mitigation Description

origin and disposition pursuant to Public
Resources Code Section 5097.98. In the
event of an unanticipated discovery of
human remains, the County Coroner must
be notified immediately. If the human
remains are determined to be prehistoric,
the Coroner will notify the Native
American Heritage Commission, which will
determine and notify a most likely
descendant (MLD), and as determined by
the Native American Heritage Commission
(NAHC) should those findings be
determined as Native American in origin.
The MLD shall complete the inspection of
the site and provide recommendations for
freatment fo the landowner within 48
hours of being granted access.

All Project employees conducting work in
the Project area identified in the Project
Description, including the road access
areas, shall complete a Cultural Sensifivity
Training Program including training
dedicated to tfribal resources protection.
The Project proponent shall reach out to
the Fernandeno Tataviam Band of Mission
Indians and the Santa Ynez Band of
Chumash Indians no less than 10 days
before the fraining is needed, o schedule
the training with the respected tribe(s).

Timing and Method
of Verification

Program drafted.

Prior.
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Mitigation
Measure # Mitigation Description
Mitigation Title
M.M TRI-2: The Project applicant shall retain a
T"bq.l C.uliural professional Tribal Monitor procured by the
Monitoring

Fernandeno Tataviam Band of Mission
Indians as well as the Santa Ynez Band of
Chumash Indians to observe all ground-
disturbing activities during pre-construction,
including, but not limited to, civil survey,
mobilization and staging. The Project
applicant shall retain a professional Tribal
Monitor procured by the Fernandeno
Tataviam Band of Mission Indians as well as
the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians to
observe all ground-disturbing activities
during construction, including, but not
limited to, clearing, grubbing, grading,
excavating, digging, tfrenching, plowing,
drilling, tunneling, quarrying, leveling,
driving posts, auguring, blasting, stripping
topsoil or similar activity. Tribal Monitoring
Services will contfinue until confirmation is
received from the Project applicant, in
writing, that all scheduled activities
pertaining to Tribal Monitoring are
complete. If the Project’s scheduled
activities require the Tribal Monitor to leave
the Project for a period of time and return,
confirmation shall be submitted to the Tribe
by Client, in writing, upon completion of
each set of scheduled activities and 5

Timing and Method
of Verification

Monitoring during all
ground disturbance.

Prior and during.
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Mitigation - .

Measure # Mitigation Description Timing and Method Reporting Responsible

e . of Verification Agency
Mitigation Title

days’ notice (if possible) shall be submitted
to the Tribe by Project applicant, in writing,
prior to the start of each set of scheduled
activities. If cultural resources are
encountered, the Tribal Monitor will have
the authority to request that ground-
disturbing activities cease within 60 feet of
discovery and a qualified archaeologist
meeting Secretary of Interior standards
retained by the Project applicant as well as
the Tribal Monitor shall assess the find. The
Lead Agency and/or Project applicant
shall, in good faith, consult with the tribes
on the disposition and freatment of any
Tribal Cultural Resource encountered
during all ground disturbing activities.

Notes: All mitigation measures are associated with a Class Il impact level; the location for all mitigation measures is the Project site.
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