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In attendance: 
Commission Vice President Christina Sanchez-Camino 
Commissioner Candy Spelling 
Jim Combs, Assistant General Manager 
Linda Barth, Administrative Resources Manager 
John Mallon, Golf Manager 
Mark Brown, Senior Assistant City Attorney 
Michael Honan, Concessions Manager  
Anthony Sanchez, Concessions Analyst 
 

I. Old Business 
 

A. Griffith Observatory Café, Catering, and Gift Shop/Bookstore RFP -  
Staff status report on scheduling award recommendation 

 
Staff has worked diligently to prepare the contract and Board Report; both are 
ready for final revisions and should be on the February 16, 2005, Board of 
Commissioners meeting agenda.  Two strong proposals were received from 
Wolfgang Puck Catering & Events (WPCE) and Delaware North Companies 
(DNC).  The evaluation process is proceeding on target; all compliance 
documents and background information appears to be in order.  Both entities 
submitted proposals for the optional gift shop operation.  As stated in the RFP, 
proposals were evaluated solely on the proposed operation of the food service.   
 

B. Sepulveda Golf Complex Food and Golf Professional RFPs -  
Summary of Award Recommendations, Task Force Discussion, and Direction 
to Staff   

   
At the request of Council District 6, the Reports for the award of the Sepulveda 
Food and Professional concessions, which appear on the Board’s agenda for 
February 2, 2005, will be held until the February 16, 2005, Commission meeting.  
 
Three proposers submitted a proposal for the food concession: Encino Glen, the 
current operators; Monterey Concessions Group, current operators of the Griffith 
Park Golf Food Concession; and a third entity who does not operate any City 
concessions, but has operated golf food concessions at other venues.  Monterey’s 
proposal showed excellent refurbishment plans for the facility.  They have an 
exemplary track record at their current Griffith Park food concession, and 
proposed sound marketing strategies, offered a higher rental return, and therefore 
succeeded as the standout proposer.   

 
Six proposers submitted proposals for the golf professional concession, including 
the current interim operator of nearly four years, who has made a number of 
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minor upgrades to the driving range and the pro shop.  Staff found pros and cons 
in all proposals in various criteria such as ideas for capital improvements, 
proposed rental, etc.  Therefore an outside panel was assembled, bringing their 
expertise in golf operations and management.  The panel met in public with the 
Golf Advisory Committee for advice, feedback, priorities, and to hear their 
concerns and any other relevant background information.  The panel then 
interviewed the proposers, scored the proposals, and debriefed staff, who in turn 
developed a final recommendation of award based in part on this scoring.  Staff 
found Highlands Golf, LLC, the best candidate, being well financed and 
experienced in building a new course and award winning driving range at nearby 
Rustic Canyon, with plans to minimize closure during construction, and showing 
a keen understanding of the golf business.  The runner-up candidate, Sepulveda 
Golf Ventures, showed great plans for capital investment with strong a golf 
background, but their principal’s primary business is not golf.  The current 
interim operator ranked fourth; while they offered an excellent capital 
improvement program, they also offered a lower rental percentage than the other 
proposers and have only four years experience in the golf business, while other 
proposers have many years of golf experience and have built driving ranges.   
 
Public Comment 

 
Lori Oberg, representative of the Women’s Public Links Golf Association of 
Southern California, noted the initial golf community support for the current 
operator during the interim period, but now suggests that this has changed; stating 
that range and ball quality need improvement; and that the golf patrons at the 
Sepulveda complex have waited for many years for various improvements.  Ms. 
Oberg stated that she dislikes the idea of further delays in the award process, 
hopes for a decision at the next meeting, and supports staff’s report and panel’s 
recommendation.  Ken Oberg, President of the Sepulveda Men’s Club echoed Ms. 
Oberg’s comments, stating that golf patrons are anxious to get the award 
underway, and expressed disappointment at the current delays.  Roz Taub, 
representative of the Sepulveda Women’s Golf Club, stated that Department staff 
has gone through a tremendous effort to be fair and non partial in choosing a new 
concessionaire, and that the community has waited four years for this award; 
expressed disappointment at the delay and supports staff’s decision; and hopes 
that the new operator moves in quickly.     
   

II. Next Meeting - Wednesday, March 2, 2005, at 4:30 p.m., Penmar Recreation 
Center, 1341 Lake Street, Los Angeles, CA 90291.  

 
III. Adjournment 

      
 


