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In attendance: 
Commission Vice President Christina Sanchez-Camino  
Commissioner Candy Spelling 
Linda Barth, Administrative Resources Manager 
James Ward, Interim Golf Manager 
Mark Brown, Senior Assistant City Attorney 
Michael Honan, Concessions Manager  
Anthony Sanchez, Concessions Analyst 
 

    
I. New Business 

 
A. Sherman Oaks Castle Park -  Discussion and direction to staff on the report 

for consideration on July 13, 2005, requesting approval to release Requests for 
Proposals for the Arcade, Food service, and Batting Cage concessions 

 
A Board Report is on today’s agenda recommending that RFPs be released for 
the three Sherman Oaks Castle Park (SOCP) concessions (food service, 
batting cage, arcade). 

 
The three RFPs are for ten-year contracts, each with five-year renewal 
options; longer terms tend to enhance a concessionaire’s stability and 
maximize their revenue by allowing them ample time to establish and grow 
their businesses; therefore, longer terms also attract more proposers.  The 
current concessionaires are performing far better than satisfactory.  The RFPs 
incorporate a number of changes: for example, currently City staff distribute 
redemption prizes to patrons and host parties, adding overhead to the SOCP’s 
operation.  Transferring these duties to the concessionaire makes more sense 
since the operators have more opportunities to be more aggressive in 
merchandising and packaging, and to control their expenses, etc.  Minimal 
capital expenses are needed for these concessions.  The food concession 
capital improvements include renovating the dining area and the kitchen area; 
the estimated cost for the food improvements is $60,000.  The City Attorney 
is currently reviewing the draft RFPs and may be ready for release in August, 
with proposals possibly due in October.  New contracts are expected to be in 
place by Spring 2006. 
  

B. Griffith Observatory - Discussion and direction to staff on an upcoming 
Request for Proposals for a Coin-operated Telescope concession 

 
Contracts for the Observatory Bookstore and Café are in the Mayor’s and 
CAO’s Offices for review, and will soon be going through Council.  A coin-
operated telescope concession is planned, which may generate approximately 
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$50-60,000 per year in gross revenue.  Staff discussed self operation of the 
telescope concession, but determined that a contractor would have more 
expertise in maintaining state-of-the-art telescope equipment.  The telescopes 
will likely be in the same location as previously located (near the site of the 
old food stand); there may be room for additional telescopes, and the contract 
will include a clause to require ADA-compliant telescopes.  To avoid 
replacing telescopes before the end of their life expectancy, a ten or fifteen-
year contract will be sought. 

 
C. Pershing Square Snack Bar - Report by staff and discussion on a proposal 

by an operator to re-open the café facility  
 
Pershing Square staff received a proposal from the operators of The Dip in the 
San Fernando Valley, a small restaurant which sells french-dip sandwiches.  
Much effort has previously gone into making a snack bar at Pershing Square 
viable; the most recent operator left about one month after beginning 
operations.  Consultant Art Manask studied this concession and recommended 
a more prominent location, such as the current Pershing Square staff office, as 
more feasible.  The costs of remodeling the current space, such as installing a 
new hood over the grill area, will be researched.  

 
Public comment: 
Mr. Ted Hayes noted that there are three McDonalds near Pershing Square, 
which closed their restrooms and drinking fountains to the public some time 
ago, although they will give water to patrons who purchase a cup.  The 
McDonalds at 7th and Hill posts a sign that states restrooms are available at 
Pershing Square.  At Pershing Square, restrooms are only available to those 
who pay for parking.  Less than one month ago the only drinking fountain at 
Pershing Square was removed; per (Pershing Square Facility Manager) Carol 
Jacobsen, the fountain was a nuisance; some people were urinating in it.  Mr. 
Hayes noted there are no restrooms available for the public, and suggested 
relocating the fountain as an alternative. Mr. Hayes noted that he also 
represents tourists, who may want water and restroom service, and notes that 
any concession operator will likely charge for water.  Linda Barth noted that 
staff will follow up on the issue of the removal of the water fountain. 
 

II. Old Business 
 

A.  Griffith Park Pony Ride - Report by Staff on the status and time line of the 
Pony Ride Request for Proposals 
 
The Proposer’s Conference is scheduled for July 19, 2005; staff outreach 
efforts have identified about fifteen potentially interested parties. 
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B. Rancho Golf Course Restaurant - Report by Staff on market research 
underway by consultant Pulse Marketing in preparation for the upcoming 
Request for Proposals  
 
An economic consultant provided a sketch of a potential new layout for the 
restaurant to provide staff with a benchmark by which to evaluate any 
proposed layouts, costs, etc.  The consultant’s sketch has been distributed to 
staff for review, and will be forwarded to the Golf Advisory Committee’s 
(GAC’s) concessions subcommittee for review and input; the design is 
consistent with feedback received from the local Men’s and Women’s clubs at 
Rancho.  Staff will look at foot traffic patterns around Rancho to determine 
the feasibility of the design.  Staff will receive a full report in approximately 
six weeks, possibly in October 2005.  
 

III. Public Comment 
 

Mr. Hayes added that in accordance with the Brown Act, the City is required 
to post agendas for public meetings seventy-two hours in advance in a place 
where it can be seen by the public, but the public is not allowed into the 
(Garland) building on Saturdays and Sundays; also, a packet of materials 
should be set aside for the public to follow along during meetings; and, Mr. 
Hayes noted that the badge he was wearing was illegal, as people cannot be 
required to sign in to attend a public meeting, according to the Brown Act.  
Mr. Hayes asked that staff review these issues. 

 
IV. Next Meeting – Wednesday, August 10, 2005, at 4:30 p.m., Ramona Hall, 4850 

North Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, CA 90042.  
 
V. Adjournment   


