City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks
Naming Policy, Procedures and Guidelines for
Parks andRecreational Facilities
The mission of the Department of Recreation and Parks (“RAP”) is to enrich the lives of
the residents of Los Angeles by providing safe, welcoming parks and recreational facilities and
affordable, diverse recreation and human services activities for people of all ages to play, learn,
contemplate, build community and be good stewards of our environment.
One of RAP’s objectives under the Mission is to enhance and expand
recreational programs, services, and significant financial support and contributions through
public and private collaborations.
Policy:
RAP recognizes that parks and recreational facilities are an essential and integral part of the
communities they serve, and that the names of parks and recreational facilities, and park
amenities within them, play a significant role in fostering identities in the surrounding
communities. This Naming Policy (“Policy”) establishes the criteria and requirements, and sets
forth the guidelines and procedures, for the naming and renaming (collectively, “Naming”) of
parks, recreational facilities, landmarks and any other assets determined appropriate by RAP
(collectively referred to herein as “Park Assets”), which are owned, managed or
controlled by RAP.
Pursuant to this Policy, the initial name of a new park or recreational facility, which may
be temporary for purposes of administration and accounting, shall be administratively
assigned by RAP staff in the traditional manner utilized prior to the establishment of this
Policy, based on geographic features such as street and community names or prominent
features.
In addition, the Naming of existing Park Assets, pursuant to a RAP
recommendation relevant to a Naming proposal received from a private or public entity, shall
be subject to the approval of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners (“Board”), as
described herein. In accordance with this Policy and pursuant to RAP recommendations, the
Board shall consider the following two types of Naming proposals. The first type encompasses
situations in which RAP receives or is offered a donation, gift, sponsorship, and/or other
contribution from an outside entity that presents a decisive benefit and shows a direct
connection to a Park Asset and serves the interests of the City and its residents. This type of
Naming proposal would require a Naming Agreement to summarize the terms and
conditions necessary to effectuate the financial or other benefits connected to the Naming
proposal with a term (time period) recommended by the GM and approved by the Board,
depending on the scope or nature of the agreement, and value, visibility, and lifespan of the
donation, gift, sponsorship and or other contribution. The second type comprises Naming
proposals to use a major historic event and/or unique significance of a specific place or
person, as the basis for the proposed Name; again with the requirement that there be
compelling and impressive substantiation demonstrating how the interests of City and its
residents were served or impacted. The key in both types of Naming proposals is the importance
of demonstrating direct connections to the Park Asset and clear community benefits as a
foundation for considering any Naming proposal.

For purposes of this Policy, and with the exception of the temporary Naming of new Park Assets,
the authority to approve the Naming of existing Park Assets shall be solely with the Board. Any
exceptions to this Policy shall be subject to the prior approval of the Board.
Criteria and Guidelines for Evaluating Park Asset Naming Proposals:
For purposes of this Policy, the followingshall be considered when evaluating the
appropriateness, feasibility, and implementation of Naming proposals:
















The Naming of parks after individuals shall be limited to those who are deceased and have
made exceptional contributions to the park or community within which the park is located.
Parks shall only be named after living persons under circumstances requiring such naming as
a condition precedent of a grant deed or covenant.
The Naming of a park after a major historic event must be based on a direct connection
between the park and such event.
The Naming engenders a positive public image which does not unduly commercialize the
park or recreational facility.
The proposed name for the park or recreational facility, and/or contributor, must
be compatible with the Mission of RAP.
Park Assets that are held by RAP through a lease or use agreement may be considered for
Naming under this Policy, subject to any requirements or restrictions contained in such
document.
RAP reserves the right to limit the duration of time a Name will be in place and/or in effect.
No specialized signage or advertisement containing a commercial message to purchase a
good or service shall be authorized for use on park property.
All forms of signage placed on or within a Park Asset shall meet RAP's graphic and sign
standards.
There shall be no religious symbols included on Naming signage.
Park Assets not under the operation of RAP (shared or exclusive), although under the
ownership or jurisdiction of RAP, shall not be subject to this Policy; such as for example, the
Los Angeles Zoo in Griffith Park.
Parks should not be subdivided for purposes of Naming, unless there are readily-identifiable
physical divisions in the park (major roads, waterways, hillsides, etc.) which facilitate or
warrant a subdivision; or there exist other compelling reasons for having more than one name
connected to a park. This should not prevent independently Naming a recreational facility or
amenity located within a park, as long as the selected name will not cause confusion for park
patrons.
RAP shall seek to inform the public with regard to the Naming of a park in their community.
Any exception to the above shall be subject to the Naming criteria contained herein, and the
Board’s prior approval.

Procedures:
The Board retains the authority to name or rename Park Assets situated on park property. The
following shall be the protocol for evaluating, considering and denying or approving Naming
proposals:
1. A written proposal for the Naming of a Park Asset must be initially submitted to the RAP
Board Office, to the attention of the Board Secretary. In accordance with this Policy, the
Board Office shall forward the proposal to the RAP General Manager (“GM”) for
consideration.
2. Prior to any form of Naming Policy being implemented, sponsorship proposals shall be
evaluated by RAP staff, with recommendations to the GM for possible consideration.

